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January 12, 2021 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

Land Use, ULURP Committee  

& Landmarks (subcommittee) Committee 

TO:  Chairperson Dealice Fuller 

  and CB#1 Board Members 

   FROM: Del Teague, Committee Chair 

   RE:  Report from January 4, 2021  

     Committee Meeting 

The Land Use, ULURP & Landmarks (subcommittee) Committee met via WEBEX on Monday, 

January 4, 2021 at 6:30 PM, via WEBEX. The Landmarks Subcommittee has submitted a report 

under separate cover. 

ATTENDANCE:    Present - Teague; Viera; McKeever; Barros; Chesler; Kaminski; 

Drinkwater; Miceli; Rabbi Niederman; Nieves; Sofer; Weiser; Weidberg; Vega (board 

members); *Berger;  (*non board member committee member). 

Absent: Indig; Katz; Lebovits; Solano; (board members); *Li; (*non board member committee 

member). [A quorum was present] 

• Continued Discussion with City Planning - The committee resumed its discussions with 

City Planning (DCP) regarding giving CB#1 more flexibility with available zoning tools, 

including the tools that are being discussed for the Gowanus area. The committee will 

begin its discussion about developing a cohesive plan for zoning throughout the 

Greenpoint/Williamsburg community, especially in CB#1’s manufacturing areas and 

with large-scale developments. 

 

Alex Sommer, Kerensa Wood, and Alexandra Paty Diaz were present from DCP. Also joining us 

were Richard Bearak, representing the Borough President’s office, Ben Solotaire, representing 

Councilmember Levin, and Asher Freeman, representing Councilmember Reynoso.  
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Alex Sommer presented an overview of commercial and industrial zoning and how to decipher 

the different use groups. Attached are the charts outlining his presentation. Mr. Sommer also 

informed us that the intent of the use groups and the parking requirements are outdated, because 

they reflect community needs from the 1950’s, when people were leaving the city to live in the 

suburbs and had to drive to the city where they still worked. We have seen, at least pre-covid, a 

gradual change in these patterns, resulting in movement back to the cities and a trend toward 

walking, biking, or taking public transportation to work. Mr. Sommer told us that the current 

parking requirements are the biggest hurdle to business development, because most of the ground 

floor is taken up by under-used parking spaces.  

Mr. Sommer also told us that pre-covid we were seeing a trend in high value areas for developers 

to forego residential development and to build out commercially, because of the availability of 

higher commercial rates. 

We also discussed conflicting ideas regarding whether to allow large night-life venues to take 

over our manufacturing areas. Mr. Solotaire and Ms. Freeman explained that both 

councilmembers support this Community Board’s concern about the vulnerability of our 

manufacturing districts to the encroachment of these night-life venues. They want the 

entertainment uses restricted with long term planning to see how to retain industrial use. 

It appeared to the committee members that, in light of the city’s recognition of a need to update 

the zoning intents, a reevaluation of our zoning needs and wants is timely. 

New tools proposed in Gowanus – Mr. Sommer, Mr. Bearak,, Mr. Solotaire, and Ms. Freeman 

discussed the proposed zoning changes for the Gowanus area. The plan has not yet been 

officially approved. A detailed outline of the plan is available online. The goal is to provide more 

affordable housing; provide new jobs across a variety of sectors; and facilitate community 

resources like new open space, parks, and schools; facilitate a resilient shoreline and cleaned up 

brownfields. The additional housing, new schools, cleanup, and open space would be balanced 

by allowing larger building envelopes. 

The proposal would allow  the community to use additional FAR tools, adding 2,3 and 4 FAR 

categories. Although the new regulations would result in larger building envelopes (for the 

purpose of allowing greater ceiling heights to accommodate commercial, industrial, and 

manufacturing needs) there would be height restrictions which do not currently exist. There 

would be no parking requirement for non-residential development.  

Proposed city-wide text to require special permits for new hotels – 

Finally, after many requests by this Board, the city is considering an amendment in all mixed-use 

and commercial districts to require special permits for new hotel applications. The hotel 

developers will have to meet requirements with respect to uses, neighborhood character, effect 

on surrounding residents and traffic, etc. 

As with all special permits, the applications will come to the Community Boards, the Borough 

President and the City Counsel. 

There will be a scoping meeting on January 22, 2021 at 2pm. Our office is inquiring about access 

to the meeting. 
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Future Discussions – The committee members agreed to familiarize themselves with the 

Gowanus Plan and the North Brooklyn Study. We will talk further about the geography of our 

district and our wants for zoning and uses throughout the district. 

  With respect to our manufacturing and mixed-use areas, we will also discuss further ideas for 

more equity for our IBZ businesses that were not included in the 14-block re-zoning around 25 

Kent Avenue. Richard Bearak will be a valuable resource in working through this issue.  

We also agreed to explore with DCP, the Borough President’s office, and our two 

Councilmembers the possibility of requiring developers to provide support for off-site open 

space and enforcing un-met  conditions by developers to provide space for community facilities. 

Alex Sommer, Richard Bearak, Ben Solotaire, and Asher Freeman assured us that DCP, the 

Borough President’s office, and our two Councilmembers will work with us as we progress in 

formulating our plan. 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 



Commercial and Industrial Zoning
Summary for Brooklyn Community Board 1

January 4, 2021

NYC Department of City Planning
Brooklyn Office



More information:
https://www.nyc.gov/planning
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https://www1.nyc.gov/planning


More information:
https://zola.planning.nyc.gov

Industrial Business Zone* (IBZ)

residential

commercial

industrial

*not “zoning”

https://zola.planning.nyc.gov/


Some local zoning examples

M1-1

M1-2

M3-1

C8-2

M1-2/R6A

M1-2/R6B

use

intensity

density + parking

M   1  - 2

Understanding Zoning Districts
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Key Takeaways

Use Groups

Complex and unchanged since 1961

Uses to be kept away from residences

Performance Standards

Now mostly regulated by other Agencies

“Big Box” limitations

Retail mostly restricted < 10,000 sf

Community Facilities

Only houses of worship and medical offices,

Schools allowed by BSA

Environmental Regulations

Permits also dictate use location and mixing



7

Key Takeaways

Floor Area Ratios (FAR)

Only 1, 2, 5, or 10

MX Districts

Mixed buildings guided by residential uses

Parking + Loading

Based on 1950’s “drive to work” 

Takes up most of ground floor

Biggest zoning hurdle to build new space

30’ / 2 stories

60’ / 4 stories

85’ / 6 stories

10’-20’ setback

10’-20’ setback

10’-20’ setback

20’ yard

20’ yard

20’ yard
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Permitted Uses

M1 M2 M3

• Industrial/Manufacturing
• Most Retail (most < 10,000sf)
• Nightlife/Entertainment
• Office
• Self-Storage (limited in IBZ’s)
• Hotels (limited in all M districts)
• Limited Community Facilities

• Industrial/Manufacturing
• Limited Retail (most < 10,000sf)
• Nightlife/Entertainment
• Office
• Self-Storage (limited in IBZ’s)

• Industrial/Manufacturing
• Limited Retail (most < 10,000sf)
• Nightlife/Entertainment
• Office
• Self-Storage (limited in IBZ’s)

Permitted FAR • 1.0 (M1-1)
• 2.0 (M1-2, M1-4)
• 5.0 (M1-3, M1-5)
• 10.0 (M1-6

• 2.0 FAR (M3-1, M3-2)• 2.0 (M2-1, M2-3)
• 5.0 (M2-2, M2-4)

Parking M1-4, M1-5, M1-6:
• No Parking Requirements

All other M1 districts:
• Industrial/Manufacturing: 1/1,000 sf
• Storage: 1/2,000 sf
• Food Stores: 1/200 sf
• Retail & Office: 1/300 sf

M3-2 district:
• No Parking Requirements

M3-1 district:
• Industrial/Manufacturing: 1/1,000 sf
• Storage: 1/2,000 sf
• Food Stores: 1/200 sf
• Retail & Office: 1/300 sf

M2-3, M2-4:
• No Parking Requirements

All other M2 districts:
• Industrial/Manufacturing: 1/1,000 sf
• Storage: 1/2,000 sf
• Food Stores: 1/200 sf
• Retail & Office: 1/300 sf
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Recent Studies + Zoning Changes

Industrial Business Incentive Area

IBZ Special Permit (2016)

Self-Storage Text Amendment

IBZ Special Permit (2017)

Hotel Text Amendment v1

M1 Special Permit (2018)

Industrial Mixed-Use Study

Findings Report (2018)

North Brooklyn Industry & Innovation Plan

Study Report (2018)

Land Use Framework (2019)

2016
Employment Growth

2018 + 2019
Geography of Jobs

Employment Studies

2017
Middle Wage Jobs in NYC

2014
Employment in M Districts

2019
Occupations of NYC Workers

2019
Workers Without Degrees



Other business considerations

Goods Movement

• Truck, rail, and barge access, tolls, traffic, fuel costs

• Shipping containers, last-mile and distribution

Customer and Employee Access

• Site visits, showrooms, amenities

• Skills and education, wages, transit access

Development Costs

• Land, remediation, construction and materials, labor

• Soft costs, permits and approvals

Other Expenses

• Energy, gas, water/sewer, carting, raw materials

• Taxes, licensing, and regulations

• Nuisances and 311 complaints

10



11

What gets built

M1-2 (Bogart St) C8-2 (Maspeth Ave) M1-2/R6A (N 6th St)
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Building Studies
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Building Studies
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Gowanus Proposal
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Gowanus Proposal
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Gowanus Proposal
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Gowanus Proposal



Link: 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/nycengage/events/city‐planning‐scoping‐meeting‐for‐citywide‐hotel‐text‐

amendment/287203/1 

City Planning Scoping Meeting for Citywide 
Hotel Text Amendment 
 
Olga Abinader 
oabinad@planning.nyc.gov 
 
Jan 22, 2am - 5pm 
Videoconference or Phone 

The end time is an estimate and the event may end before or after 05:00 PM. 

Scoping meetings give the public a voice in a proposal's environmental impact 
statement, a document disclosing environmental impacts and mitigation. 

How to Participate 
Links to watch or join the meeting online, using a computer, tablet or smartphone, and 
dial-in information to assist those wishing to participate using a telephone, will be posted 
here on the day of the scoping meeting, no later than 1 hour prior to the scoping 
meeting. 

Submit Written Comments 
Please email comments to 21DCP111Y_DL@planning.nyc.gov 

Accessibility Options 
Please inform the Dept. of City Planning if you need a reasonable accommodation, such 
as sign language interpretation, to participate in the meeting. Foreign language 
interpretation will be provided based on available resources. Please email requests 
to accessibilityinfo@planning.nyc.gov or call 212-720-3508 by Jan. 8, 2020. 

Meeting Materials 
Agenda and presentations will be posted at the Dept. of City Planning. 
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January 11, 2012 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

SLA REVIEW AND DCA COMMITTEE 

TO: Chairperson Dealice Fuller 

& CB#1 Board Members 

FROM: Mr. Thomas J. Burrows, Committee Chair 

RE: SLA Review and DCA Committee Meeting 

of December 22, 2020 

A meeting of the SLA/DCA Review Committee was held on Tuesday, December 22, 2020, at 

6:30pm via WEBEX/Virtual Meeting. 

ATTENDANCE: 

Present - Burrows, Committee Chair; Bachorowski, Committee Co-chair; Barros; 

Bruzaitis; Dybanowski, Foster; Cohen (non-board committee member).  Absent - 

Sofer; Solano; Stuart; Torres. (A quorum was present) 

Members of the SLA/DCA Committee were Participants in the WEBEX meeting and as has been 

the custom, all non-Committee members and Public other than one Board member, participated 

as attendees.  It is the Chair’s understanding that only Committee members are Participants, but a 

special request was made for this Board member.  This will be raised at the Full Board meeting 

The SLA/DCA Committee returned to the regular schedule of holding a review meeting on the 

Fourth Thursday of each month. In non-COVID19 restrictive times, this meeting was to hear 

presentations from the applicants whose Liquor License New and Renewal Applications were 

listed on the Public Hearing Agenda of the preceding Community Board meeting. The 
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Committee meeting of December 22, 2020 was for the review of items listed on the December 8, 

2020, public meeting. This was a short list of 4 New and 6 Renewal applications. 

The list had been provided to both the 90 & 94 Precinct for their consideration and both 

contacted the Chair and stated there were no issues with any of the renewal requests. 

At the last Full Board meeting the Committee recommended to the Full Board a Temporary 

Method of Review during the period of virtual meetings. The recommendation that was approved 

was: 

SLA/DCA Meetings are regularly scheduled yearly for the 4th Tuesday of each month at 6:30pm. 

Upon receipt of the 30-Day Notice of New/Renewal Application, included with the CB#1 

acknowledgment of receipt of the notice the applicant will be invited as an Attendee to the next 

scheduled SLA/DCA Committee meeting conducted via WEBEX/Virtual Meeting. With this 

invite the applicant will be provided the CB#1 application/questionnaire with stipulations. This 

must be completed, signed and returned two (2) weeks prior to the SLA/DCA Committee 

meeting. The Committee can then review the application/questionnaire electronically prior to the 

committee meeting and raise any issues and concerns with the applicant. 

The applicant will also be advised that they must notify and obtain signatures regarding their 

application from residents within the building in which they want to operate and conduct as 

much outreach and obtain signatures from neighboring building residents as is possible within 

health guidelines. The applicant must also conspicuously post notice of their application and the 

date and time of meetings and contact information for the Community Board. The applicant must 

also advise the Community Board of any use of outdoor space under the COVID guidelines for 

use of outdoor space without DCA Sidewalk Café permit.  

The Committee reviewed the list of New and Renewal applications presented at the December 8, 

2020, Public Hearing. There were no issues or concerns regarding any of the renewal 

applications.  However, it was recommended that a letter of inquiry be sent to the SLA regarding 

the appropriate addresses for the renewal for Giando on the Water, Inc. The application lists the 

addresses of 412-420 Kent Avenue. One or more of those addresses encompasses newly 

constructed residential buildings and the Renewal License needs to be clear on the exact 

parameters of the license. At the time, the Committee did not have a quorum to vote but 

consensus recommended that the Chair be empowered to advise the full board that the six(6) 

items listed under Renewal be approved.   

The Committee discussed the New Applications.  There were a number of members of the public 

who did attend the meeting. Some of them wished to address the new applications, particularly 

those on Franklin Street. 

The Committee first inquired about the application of the new review policy to the 4 New 

Applications. The applicants were all advised regarding the new review policy and none of the 

applicants responded with the requested materials or attended the Committee meeting. Therefore 

the Committee recommends that the Full Board vote to recommend to the SLA to not approve 

any of the new license requests. 
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Residents and non-alcohol serving merchants addressed the Committee regarding the 

proliferation of liquor licenses on Franklin Street and the loss of other businesses.  The Milton 

Street Block Association particularly objected to the application for 130 Franklin Street. This 

location had been Shayz Lounge until January 2019, and for approximately a six-month period it 

was Magazine. Sante Miceli, the non-Committee Board Member participant in the meeting, 

spoke on behalf of the Milton Street Block Association regarding the need to take a more 

proactive response to the proliferation of bars/restaurants at the expense of small retailers and 

other merchants.  He related that the location has been a nuisance with noise, and backyard use. 

There are many, many bars on Franklin Street. The Block Association has reached agreements 

with some such as 132 Franklin Street and they would like the Committee to include the need to 

work with Block Groups in the Committees considerations. 

 

Other residents asked regarding the 500’ Hearing for 115 Franklin Street and whether it had 

occurred prior to the Community Board consideration.  It was pointed out that the SLA has a 22-

26-week backlog but that they often pull select bars out of the queue and it is not known by the 

Committee how this occurs.  The Committee chair reminded all the attendees that the SLA is a 

NY State agency, and they should be contacting their State Assemblyperson and State Senator 

regarding SLA procedures.  There was discussion by other speakers regarding 99 Franklin Street 

that replaced a Woman-owned business which could not afford the rent that a bar could pay to a 

landlord. The loss of other non-alcoholic businesses was also raised such as “Home of the 

Brave” which was also a woman-owned business.  It was suggested that both the Women’s 

Committee and the Economic Development Committee should be informed. 

 

The next meeting of the SLA/DCA Review Committee, via WEBEX, is scheduled for Tuesday, 

January 26, 2021, at 6:30pm.  Included in the Public Meeting Notice for the Full Board meeting 

of January 12, 2021 is the list of 17 New and 16 Renewal Liquor License applications. Please 

review the list and inform the SLA/DCA Committee before our meeting date of any issues or 

concerns you may have with any of the applicants. 
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January 12, 2021 

 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

TO:   Chairperson Dealice Fuller 

   and CB #1 Board Members 

 

FROM:  Mr. Eric Bruzaitis, Committee Chair 

 

RE:   Committee Report from Tuesday, January 5, 2021 Meeting 

 

The Transportation Committee met Tuesday, January 5, 2021 (CALLED TO ORDER: 6:35 PM; 

ADJOURNED: 9:32 PM) via WEBEX virtual meeting platform. 

A quorum was met. 
 

ATTENDANCE: 

 Present: Bruzaitis; Weiser; Drinkwater; Elkins; Goldstein; Klagsbald; Kuonen; Lebovits;  

    Nieves; Odomirok; Vega; Costa (*) [non-board committee member] 

 Absent:  Argento;  Stuart. (A quorum was achieved) 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

  

AGENDA  
 

(1.)  Open Streets Program. Discussion with community stakeholders to address best 

practices to assign & maintain future open street designations II: Enforcement, Emergency 

Services and Sanitation. 

 

Captain Kathleen Fahey of the 94th Precinct; Captain Mark Vazquez of the 90th Precinct; Captain 

Michael Gannon & Ms. Sarah Sanchez of FDNY Bureau of Community Affairs ; Mr. Steven 

Caruso of DSNY Bureau of Community Affairs; Mr. Kyle Gorman with the NYCDOT Open 

Streets Program (OSP) & Ms. Ronda Messer of NYCDOT were in attendance to address issues 

related to OSP maintenance from emergency and sanitation response to the existing program. Mr. 
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Noel Hidalgo was also a panelist in his role as co-founder of North Brooklyn Open Streets 

Community Coalition (NBOPSCC). 

 

Capt .Fahey: 

-In the 94th Pct there were a large number of 311 complaints at the inception of OSP 

-Majority were for: 

Loud music, street parties, no social distancing, excessive litter and barriers either broken, 

missing, out after OSP hours. Many of these complaints were about conditions along Berry 

Street. 

-Complaints are down since the colder weather began. 

-94th Pct has been able to negotiate barriers without significant reductions in response times. 

-Additional data has been requested and will be made available. 

 

Capt. Vazquez: 

-90th Pct overall has not received a significant number of complaints.  

-Has had some issues with damaged barricades, but they have been replaced and they are set out 

and removed at the appropriate times largely without incident. 

-Additional data has been requested and will be made available. 

 

Ms. Sanchez (FDNY): 

-FDNY has heard similar complaints and continues to work with agencies internally to address 

problems 

-Data on down response times on OSP streets not available at the time of the meeting, however 

committee will follow up FDNY Community Affairs for any statistics for North Brooklyn. 

-Not aware of any issues specific to North Brooklyn at this time. 

**Unfortunately, due to technical difficulties, Capt. Gannon's verbal testimony could not be 

received. Committee will follow up for future meeting discussions** 

 

Mr. Caruso (DSNY): 

-DSNY needs assistance with messaging overall: citywide non compliance for 18” curb cleaning 

& alternate side parking (ASP) regs. 

-Since Spring lockdown, there has been an overall slowdown in tickets has led to laxity in 

moving for ASP. This could be a factor in the litter buildup on OSP streets. 

-A supervisor can be assigned to ride with a mechanical brush in the next few weeks and inform 

the Committee of issues specific to OSP. 

-Collection on OSP has meant moving pickups to later in the evening or early as possible to 

avoid conflicts with barricades. 

-Since the start of the Open Restaurant Program, there have been problems with sanitation 

workers not seeing bags because they are obscured by restaurant structures. This has been 

improving but remains an issue the agency is addressing internally. 

 

Committee: 

Ms. Ryan Kuonen: 

- 94th Pct. patrols have been witnessed driving against traffic on Berry Street, creating a 

dangerous condition. 
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-How are OSP access issues documented by NYPD? 

-Hard data is needed before we move forward with this discussion. 

-NYPD has sabotaged or removed barricades at the wrong times. 

-Feels there has been a lot of hostility to the OSP by the 94th Pct. 

-Inquired about the status of the officer involved in a motorcycle fatality recently. 

Agency Response: 

Capt. Fahey: 

-Barricade placement and damage is a city-wide problem at the outset. 

-The destruction associated with the Indian Larry event this summer resulted in a criminal 

complaint and investigation. 

-The Pct. can go thru complaint log analyitcs to assess how complaints have been addressed and 

report back with a sample. Also, can compare responses/outcomes pre and post OSP. 

will take sample before and after to OSP. 

-The officer involved in the fatality is not currently on the road and is on injury leave. 

 

Mr. Kevin Costa: 

-When will data be available from NYPD on 311 complaints, summonses etc? 

-There have been some reports of speeding on open streets. What is being done? 

-There have been reports of DSNY trucks driving thru barricades. What is being done? 

-Supports the OSP  and hopes it continues. 

 

Agency Response: 

Capt. Fahey: 

-94th Pct. will take direction from the board’s request to assess metrics of most concern and 

report back. 

-Unless an officer witnesses the speeding violation it is difficult to enforce. A citizen can submit 

video of reckless driving, but it must then go to the District Attorney's office for follow up. 

Captain Vazquez:  

-Speed limit is 25mph unless otherwise posted. 

-The 5mph notice for OSP is 'suggested' and technically hard to write a summons under 25mph. 

-Additional signage can help alert motorists to speed changes. 

Mr. Caruso: 

-Any DSNY witnessed acting in an unsafe manor should be reported to the DSNY or 311. 

(Ms. Ryan Kuonen noted that DSNY was crashing barricades at the start but not any more). 

 

Ms. Erin Drinkwater: 

-Supports OSP. 

-Voices of concern around OSP must also be heard. 

 

Ms. Karen Nieves: 

-Lit drops are needed for the surveys, they are not reaching enough residents with the online 

survey. Has DOT considered mailings. 

-Polish and Spanish surveys need to get out there. 

-Also raised concerns about speeding on OSP streets. 
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Agency response: 

Mr. Kyle Gorman, NYCDOT: 

-A door to door canvas of businesses was conducted  last week with surveys. 

-DOT  is looking to improve its outreach to those that are not tech-proficient. 

-There is an order in now for additional Spanish and Polish surveys. 

 

Mr. T. Willis Elkins: 

-It seems Grattan St has been removed from the OSP. 

Mr. Gorman: That is a partner managed street with Pine Box. It is still OSP street, but he will 

check and report back. 

 

Mr. Eric Bruzaitis: 

-Thanked agencies for their attendance and offers to report back on concerns raised during the 

meeting. 

-Asked Mr. Gorman if there are future OSP streets planned in the spring. 

-Voiced gentle criticisms of survey bias and problems submitting the completed form. 

Mr. Gorman: 

-There have been some issues using Survey Monkey. But it should be working. 

-There is no plan to add streets to the OSP in North Brooklyn at this time. DOT OSP  is focused 

on improving conditions on the existing streets and thinking about broader uses for them. 

 

Public Comments: 

 

Mr. Noel Hidalgo was recognized to respond to committee concerns as well as agency 

interactions. 

-Early on there were problems with barriers but Captain Fahey has been very responsive.  

-NBOPCC has asked for alternating direction changes on Berry to avoid thru-street speeding on 

Berry Street. 

-NBOPCC worked with NYPD on large bright corrugated plastic signs detailing the rules of 

street, including a 5mph suggested speed limit. 

 

Agency responses: 

Mr. Caruso: 

-Does not believe alternating street direction on Berry Street is operationally feasible. 

Captain Fahey:  

-NYPD would only be able to assess alternating street direction once it is in place.  

 

 

Ms. Monika Bolino: 

-Lives on Russel Street OSP. 

-Is concerned that EMS and FDNY having to move barriers.  

-Thought that the barricades are meant to be navigated around, rather than having motorists 

physically move it. Can new barricades be used to make this possible. 
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-Double barricades need to go. 

-Russel should be taken off the OSP list. 

 

Agency response: 

Mr. Gorman: 

-NYC DOT  is working on new and clearer signage. 

-The OSP was designed for safety and not convenience. That is why the barricades are placed 

where they are. But that can be reassessed. 

-Links for OSP survey: 

English 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NorthBKOpenStreets  

Spanish 

 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NorthBKOpenStreetsSpanish 

Polish 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NorthBKOpenStreetsPolishp. 

 

Mr. Kevin LaCherra: 

Uses McGorlick Park often and feels the Russel & Driggs OSP designation works well. 

 

Ms. Victoria Cambranes: 

-OSP has been undemocratic and doesn't listen to the voices of those living on open streets. 

Landlords and tenants need to be heard.  

-300 survey responses are not enough to make a determination on future use. 

-There must be a more democratic process going forward. 

 

Francoise Olivas: 

-NYCDOT needs to do  better outreach.  

-West Street we put barricades on an angle so folks could get around. 

-Need speed bumps on West Street but it doesn't meet requirements. 

 

Ms. Messer: 

-Many studies are on pause. They will resume after pandemic duty reassignments are over. There 

are some studies moving forward right now. 

-A speed bump study takes 18 months and no determination on West Street has been made. 

 

TOM HUZIJ (North Brooklyn Rep for Transportation Alternatives): 

-TA support OSP. 

-Thanked NBOSCC for hours spent on maintaining OSP streets. 

-Car owners are minority but get priority. 

 

Ariel Rivera: 

-Supports OSP. 

 

Heather Letzkus: 



 

6 

 

-DOT has taken the “break first fix later” approach to OSP. 

-There is not enough heard from other residents. 

-Need a more transparent process. 

 

(2.)  Safety Measures at Intersection of Wythe Avenue and Williamsburg Street West. 

 

Following up on the board's letter to NYPD and NYCDOT, the committee asked what 

enforcement efforts has been implemented at the above intersection. 

 

Captain Vazquez: 

-Summonses have been increased at this location. 30% have been issued on Wythe Avenue. 

-Noted that this intersection is currently not in its list of 10 critical intersections for enforcement 

but will look at reassigning officers. 

-90th Pct. is looking to get a dedicated bicycle light for the intersection, since it is hard for 

motorists to see cyclists emerging from the overpass. 

-90th Pct. is also looking for additional street treatments to aid flow and safety. 

 

The committee will follow up to get hard numbers and status of requests from NYCDOT. 

 

Committee: 

 

Ms. Ryan Kuonen: 

-Private buses consistently use the bike lane for staging and use it as a bus stop. 

-Asked NYCDOT for clarification on legality of this use by buses. 

-Demanded the NYPD increase enforcement on this chronic abuse by buses. 

 

Mr. Simon Wieser: 

-Asked about the details of the Sarah Pitts fatality. 

 

Captain Vazquez: 

-The Highway Patrol has the report and is not sure that it is available for review without a  

Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) request. 

 

Ms. Karen Nieves: 

-Asked about introduction of Jersey Barriers to avoid bus misuse. 

 

Mr. Willis Elkins 

-Asked if lanes be shifted for safety. 

 

Mr. Eric Bruzaitis: 

-Noted that the board has been talking about the dangers and dysfunction of this intersection for 

years. 

-Admonished members for using Pitts fatality, and her potential liability, to push back against 

need for enforcement on illegal bus practices. 
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-Looking to have action immediately to implement all possible safety measures, and work on 

long term fixes to ensure safety for all users of this intersection. 

 

Ms. Messer: 

-Buses are not permitted to stop at this location or block bike lanes. 

-First time hearing it is an active bus stop. 

-NYCDOT is looking at a larger redesign. 

-Need a partner to maintain bike lane if jersey barriers are introduced. 

 

Public 

 

Mr. Kevin LaCherra: 

-Can we get more lighting at this location? 

-Can NYPD share recommendations with NYCDOT. 

 

(2.)  DISCUSSION ON BICYCLE USE IN NORTH BROOKLYN: Enforcement, Education & 

Safety. 

 

Committee: 

 

Mr. Simon Weiser: 

-There have been several incidents where cyclists have injured pedestrians. 

-Concerned with NYPD enforcement on cyclist operating recklessly. 

-Not against cyclists as a whole.  

-Is not aware of efforts by the South Side community to undermine safety improvements for 

bikes.  

 

Mr. Willis Elkins: 

-Cyclists DO receive tickets and are enforced. 

-It is not a comparative issue: motor vehicles vs bicycles.  

-Considering the number of bike fatalities and out sized injuries caused by motor vehicles, the 

topic as framed is insulting. 

 

Ms. Ryan Kuonen: 

-NYC does massive education and enforcement exists.  

-This will not prevent what happens on the streets and this will not be resolved until the streets 

are redesigned.  

-The South Side community blocks all efforts to implement street safety in the district. 

 

Ms. Karen Nieves: 

-This has been an issue for the 10 years she has been on the board. 

-Vehicles kill...period. 

-Infrastructure it the key. There has got to be a real push to make streets safer for ALL 

users...cyclist, pedestrians, motorist. 
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-There are incidents with bikes that do cause injuries, and we should not ignore that, and those 

recklessly operating bikes must be punished. However, there is no comparison bike vs car. 

-Continued education for cyclists and motorists is essential. Its up to everyone to be safe. 

 

Captain Vazquez: 

-94th  Pct. has had relaxed enforcement this year, mostly due to COVID. 

-Dealing with this though education is a better method than enforcement. 

-Motorist have licenses and insurance-but the cyclist is more likely to die. 

-Motorist need to be more conscious. 

-NYPD is more strict enforcing on motorists than cyclists, historically. 

-90th Pct. has written summonses for cyclist: Main infractions are riding wrong way on one way 

streets and running red lights. 

- Cyclist must obey same traffic laws as motorists. 

cars get more summonses. 
 

Public: 
 

Mr. Elliot Drabble: 

- Comparing cars to bikes is not the same. If a car hits someone they die. If you are hit by a bike, 

you can be injured, but the consequences are less severe.  

 

Mr. Tom Huzij- 

-The bike v car argument is a false equivalency. 

-Informed the committee about pending NY Senate bill 920, that allows cyclists to yield at stop 

signs, and stop at red lights. 

S920 https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/s920?intent=support 
 

• Old Business 

 NONE 
 

• New Business 
 

Ms. Ryan Kuonen: 

-The fatality at Graham & Metropolitan Avenues at the end of December is the second death at 

this intersection within two years. 

-Asked that this be an agenda item for the February meeting. 

-The fatality of a motorcyclist at Driggs & Metropolitan Ave by a NYPD SUV recently needs to 

be discussed: NYPD should obey all traffic laws if not in an emergency situation. 

After a brief discussion it was decided that this issue may be better addressed at the Public Safety 

Committee, jointly with Transportation if appropriate. 
 

Additional Public comments from the WEBEX meeting chat are attached. 

There is other correspondence on OSP attached. 

 

The next meeting of the Transportation Committee is being scheduled  

for the first week of February and will be announced. 

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/s920?intent=support
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(CHAT) 

 

from Community Board (privately):    6:46 PM 

Only the panelist have. 

from Community Board (privately):    6:46 PM 

I am having trouble with my microphone (Marie) 

from noel Hidalgo to everyone:    6:47 PM 

first, I'd love to know if there has been any enforcement of speeding on any of the open 

streets. Also, I'd love to know what major incidents have happened and how it has 

impacted service reponce.  

from nicole murray (privately):    6:48 PM 

can you mute please 

from Community Board (privately):    6:51 PM 

apt. Vazquez isa a call in. I can unmute him 

from Juan Serra (privately):    6:52 PM 

Please, can you use headphones or mute yourself while others talk? Because we can hear 

the echo on your side every time someone talks. Thanks! 

from Jon Hanrahan to all panelists:    6:52 PM 

Question: When Capt. Fahey says NYPD "took" a criminal complaint associated with the 

Indian Larry event, does that mean that charges were filed?  

 

from Kevin Costa to all panelists:    6:57 PM 

Reposting from Noel (TA Open Streets): 

first, i'd love to know if there has been any enforcement of speeding on any of the open 

streets. Also, I'd love to know what major incidents have happened and how it has 

impacted service reponce.  

from noel hidalgo to everyone:    6:58 PM 

Hi Kevin, Not TA... NBKOSCC. 

from Kevin Costa to all panelists:    7:01 PM 

Sorry *North Brooklyn Open Streets Community Coalition (NBOSCC) not TA* 

from Kevin Costa to everyone:    7:01 PM 

My bad!  

from jordan epstein to all panelists:    7:09 PM 

Who enforces NYPD parking 

from Abe to everyone:    7:14 PM 

abe lebovits joint 

from Community Board (privately):    7:36 PM 

Question in chat --- WHY DOES THE SURVEY HAVE NO OPTION FOR PEOPLE WHO 

LIVE ON THESE STREETS?? It's designed towards visitors 

from Community Board (privately):    7:36 PM 

Karen has her hand raised 

from ERIC BRUZAITIS to Community Board (privately):    7:37 PM 

ok 

from Elliot Drabble to all panelists:    7:38 PM 
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What led to the permanent removal of the open street on Grattan St? Google maps still 

shows it as an open street months after the barrier was destroyed at Grattan & Bogart St. 

Thanks! 

from Paul Kelterborn to all panelists:    7:43 PM 

cars actually drive around barricades and then speed. often there is only one barricade in 

place and it is easy to drive around them....especially on Berry 

from nicole murray to all panelists:    7:43 PM 

what is an example of a gateway barrier treatment kyle mentions 

from Paul Kelterborn to all panelists:    7:44 PM 

Also people drive backwards down one way streets to avoid getting out of their cars to 

move barricades. this is almost more dangerous than speeding....I have seen this on Berry 

and on Sharon streets. 

from Kyle (DOT) Gorman to everyone:    7:45 PM 

Here are links to the surveys, I'll send English first: 

from Kyle (DOT) Gorman to everyone:    7:45 PM 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NorthBKOpenStreets  

from Kyle (DOT) Gorman to everyone:    7:46 PM 

Spanish: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NorthBKOpenStreetsSpanish 

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    7:46 PM 

People who live on Berry are trying to speak.  

from Kyle (DOT) Gorman to everyone:    7:46 PM 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NorthBKOpenStreetsPolish 

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    7:46 PM 

Are you seein their request? 

from Karen Nieves (privately):    7:47 PM 

Did anyone request to speak on this we are running long again  

from Kyle (DOT) Gorman to everyone:    7:48 PM 

Please feel free to email me if there are any specific individuals or orgranization you think 

DOT should connect with more about Open Streets. kgorman@dot.nyc.gov 

from ERIC BRUZAITIS to Francoise Olivas (privately):    7:48 PM 

whose rqst? 

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    7:51 PM 

Monika 

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:01 PM 

can I speak? 

from ERIC BRUZAITIS to Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:01 PM 

yes 

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:01 PM 

nevermind, i will email you. 

from ERIC BRUZAITIS to Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:02 PM 

ok. sorry 

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:02 PM 

It's about the fire ws on West during the open street set up. 

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:02 PM 
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Can you ask her about that?  

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:03 PM 

is she on the call? 

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:03 PM 

can we get sanchez's email? 

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:04 PM 

i can go last. 

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:04 PM 

i don't need to speak sorry  

from ERIC BRUZAITIS to Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:04 PM 

ok 

from ERIC BRUZAITIS to Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:04 PM 

email me and i'' follow up 

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:08 PM 

Can barricade be put at an angle to allow for egress? 

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:10 PM 

I lied I want to speak. 

from simon weiser (privately):    8:12 PM 

ERIC ITS GETTING LATE AND I HAVE TO LEAVE ,I DONT SEE THAT YOU WILL 

FINISH THE MEETING BY 9PM 

from ERIC BRUZAITIS to simon weiser (privately):    8:13 PM 

it goes as long as it goes. 

from simon weiser (privately):    8:13 PM 

WE HAVE TO MOVE ON TO THE NEXT ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 

from Monika Bolino to all panelists:    8:13 PM 

But Bedford and Wythe are very cramped and slow streets... 

from Cathasach O'Neill to all panelists:    8:16 PM 

We need crosswalks and speed humps on West 

panish 

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    7:46 PM 

People who live on Berry are trying to speak.  

from Kyle (DOT) Gorman to everyone:    7:46 PM 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NorthBKOpenStreetsPolish 

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    7:46 PM 

Are you seein their request? 

from Karen Nieves (privately):    7:47 PM 

Did anyone request to speak on this we are running long again  

from Kyle (DOT) Gorman to everyone:    7:48 PM 

Please feel free to email me if there are any specific individuals or orgranization you think 

DOT should connect with more about Open Streets. kgorman@dot.nyc.gov 

from ERIC BRUZAITIS to Francoise Olivas (privately):    7:48 PM 

whose rqst? 

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    7:51 PM 
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Monika 

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:01 PM 

can I speak? 

from ERIC BRUZAITIS to Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:01 PM 

yes 

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:01 PM 

nevermind, i will email you. 

from ERIC BRUZAITIS to Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:02 PM 

ok. sorry 

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:02 PM 

It's about the fire ws on West during the open street set up. 

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:02 PM 

Can you ask her about that?  

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:03 PM 

is she on the call? 

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:03 PM 

can we get sanchez's email? 

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:08 PM 

Can barricade be put at an angle to allow for egress? 

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:10 PM 

I lied I want to speak. 

from simon weiser (privately):    8:12 PM 

ERIC ITS GETTING LATE AND I HAVE TO LEAVE ,I DONT SEE THAT YOU WILL 

FINISH THE MEETING BY 9PM 

from ERIC BRUZAITIS to simon weiser (privately):    8:13 PM 

it goes as long as it goes. 

from simon weiser (privately):    8:13 PM 

WE HAVE TO MOVE ON TO THE NEXT ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 

from Monika Bolino to all panelists:    8:13 PM 

But Bedford and Wythe are very cramped and slow streets... 

from Cathasach O'Neill to all panelists:    8:16 PM 

We need crosswalks and speed humps on West 

from Terri Carta to all panelists:    8:23 PM 

Terri Carta here from Brooklyn Greenway Initiative. BGI also wholeheartedly supports the 

Open Streets program in general as well as specifically in North Brooklyn. The NBKOSCC 

has done an incredible job of coordinating, managing, and enhancing the program over the 

last several months. 

from jordan epstein to all panelists:    8:25 PM 

Open streets together with outdoor dining has made this summer the best yet I've had in 

NYC. The sentiment is shared with mostly everyone I know. 

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:28 PM 

A woman named Angie has been trying to speak 

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:28 PM 

she has been here all night. 
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from Kyle (DOT) Gorman to everyone:    8:29 PM 

Thank you all! Working forward to working together more. DOT wants to facilitate and 

inclusive outreach process around Open Streets. Good night! 

from Karen Nieves to all panelists:    8:39 PM 

Is there enough space to protect the bike lane with Jersey barriers?  That would stop buses 

from parking 

from Francoise Olivas (privately):    8:40 PM 

A woman named Angie really wanted to speak she's really upset 

from Willis Elkins to everyone:    8:42 PM 

It was a Crash (not an accident) 

from noel hidalgo to everyone:    8:49 PM 

WHY CAN'T THE INTERSECTION BE REDESIGNED?!!! 

from Kevin LaCherra to all panelists:    8:51 PM 

I have a question 

from G E (privately):    8:56 PM 

does DOT have a comment on the precincts request for a bike light ? 

from Meryl LaBorde to all panelists:    9:00 PM 

Question for the captains - is enforcement down this year for cyclists as well? is this data 

publicly available? 

from Willis Elkins to everyone:    9:02 PM 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/10/nyregion/nyc-deaths-pedestrian-cycling.html 

from Kathleen Fahey to everyone:    9:03 PM 

Bicycle enforcement is down in the 94 for 2020.  I will forward the statistics to the 

committee along with the rest of the follow up. 

from Willis Elkins to everyone:    9:15 PM 

The Bedford Ave bike lane was literally removed in South Williamsburg. 

from Tom Huzij to all panelists:    9:18 PM 

I'm muted but the bill is S920 

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/s920?intent=support 

from Gina Magid to all panelists:    9:19 PM 

East Williamsburg needs safe bike lanes connecting us to the northside 

from Gina Magid to all panelists:    9:19 PM 

grand street sucks and is too dangerous for me or my kids to use 

from Kevin LaCherra to all panelists:    9:22 PM 

I have one item for old/new business 

from noel hidalgo to everyone:    9:25 PM 

Eric, thank for monitoring the chat. 

from noel hidalgo to everyone:    9:25 PM 

you need a headset!!!  

from Willis Elkins to everyone:    9:26 PM 

We know you are doing your best to host contentious issues virtually, Eric - thank you for 

all your efforts as committee Chair.  

from Elliot Drabble to all panelists:    9:26 PM 
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If we're adjourning, one thing I forgot to mention is Grand St bike lane, which is 

"protected", is extremely dangerous and demands a redesign!! 

from Teon Brooks to all panelists:    9:26 PM 

thanks for the discussions! 

from Kathleen Fahey to everyone:    9:26 PM 

 Good night everyone! 
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Correspondence with Committee Chairperson 

 

 

On Wed, Jan 6, 2021 at 13:32, Paul Kelterborn 

<pkelterborn@gmail.com> wrote: 

Hi Eric, 

 

  

 

Thanks for moderating the discussion about bicycle safety and for pledging persistence on 

finding real solutions to the injuries and deaths. 

 

  

 

I’d like to add this statement to the written record from last night's Transportation Committee 

meeting: 

 

  

 

The number of tragic and preventable traffic deaths in our neighborhood is unacceptable and 

speaks to the immense failure of the city agencies charged with making our streets safe. It’s 

disheartening that the discussion regarding Sarah Pitt’s death, four months later, is still about 

whether the bicyclist or the driver had the greenlight, rather than about unveiling a dramatic and 

immediate improvement plan for the dangerous intersection where she was killed. 

 

  

 

In an effort to prevent future injuries and deaths, I believe that the Community Board 

Transportation Committee should request that the DOT attend the next committee meeting 

prepared to talk specifically about what can and will be done to make the intersection of Graham 

and Metropolitan safe for all users. It has been three years since a 30-year old cyclist was 

crushed to death under the wheels of a tractor trailer—plenty of time for DOT to have developed 

a plan for fixing this intersection.  

 

  

 

DOT should come to the meeting with an understanding of what is wrong with this intersection. 

This meeting should not be an opportunity for DOT to ask questions of NYPD about the details 

of what happened or begin engaging in a fact-finding mission about who was to blame. Nothing 

should be off the table including removal of the free parking that takes up valuable curb space 

and that could be used for life-saving infrastructure. 
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I ride my bike on this stretch of Metropolitan Ave every single day and, with the most recent 

death last month, this corner is getting crowded with ghost bike memorials. 

 

  

 

Thanks for the opportunity to have my statement recorded, Paul  

 

 

-- 

Paul M. Kelterborn 

(347) 200-5553 

******************************************************************************

*********************************** 

On Tue, Jan 5, 2021 at 10:26, Francoise Olivas 

<francoise.olivas@gmail.com> wrote: 

Dear Eric, Karen and Commissioner Bray  

 

Happy 2021!  

 

I am writing about the current rollout of the DOT survey for the open streets in NBK.  

 

As you know I have been very opinionated, that is because I believe that our community includes 

everyone, not just neighbors that you agree with. At times the difficult conversations are the most 

important ones to have because they lead to resolutions that work. 

 

I am part of an advocacy group called Save Our Storefronts and was doing some work on Berry 

Street yesterday. While having a long conversation with a shop owner,  she mentioned that an 

Open Streets advocate had come in recently asking questions and having her fill out a survey. 

She was pretty neutral about the program overall, it had not helped her business but  did provide 

space people need. I asked if the OS advocate had also spoken to her landlady who lived 

upstairs. The OS advocate had not and this seemed to trouble her. You see, her landlady is an old 

polish grandma who lives above the shop with her disabeled brother. The owner of the shop and 

the landlady have one of those rare covid stories...they worked together to figure out a rent 

situation that worked for both of them, relationships like this are what make our neighborhood so 

wonderful.  

 

The shop owner shared the following about her landlady's opinion about the open streets: 

1. At times she was scared to go outside 

2. She cleaned garbage from the street and in front of her home, sometimes three times a day. 

Finally the bar/restaurant next door got a garbage can, which helped a bit. 

3. The noise from the street parties was too much 

 

Here is what confuses me, if a volunteer is going around talking to small businesses why are they 

not speaking to the residents that live in the building?  By creating an inclusive environment 
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multiple opinions are heard, which will lead to solutions that will serve the greater good of the 

neighborhood and the OS program. 

 

I think everyone is in agreement that we need more open space but the roll out was not done in a 

way to create a safe space for our seniors. I brought this up previously and will continue to do so. 

How can we do better? How can we make lifelong residents, people in their 80's feel like their 

opinion matters? That their life matters? That they can feel safe sitting on their stoops? 

 

On West Street we organized socially distanced barricade painting art days with the kids. We 

used reclaimed french barricades, we talked upcycling and colors. We laughed and found joy in 

these trying times. These community focused projects allowed for multi-generational 

transparency and conversation and created space for  neighbors to meet neighbors. It also made 

for some really beautiful bright  barricades. 

 

It's necessary to keep pushing this conversation because so many people do not feel included or 

relevant, referring to themselves as, 'leftovers.' Others feel that they now live in a 'gated,' 

community. I have to believe we can do better, we can be more inclusive. 

 

The reality of the pandemic is that we are looking at a spring, summer and fall of mask wearing 

and social distancing. We need to plan ahead. What space can work for more open space and 

what areas have issues?  How can we design open space to be inclusive of all.  

 

We have a real digital divide in our city and in our community. How can we make sure those not 

tech savvy or those that do not have devices at all are reached? The pandemic is far from over 

and we need to create safe space for everyone. 

 

Thank you for all you do for the community. 

 

Best,  

Françoise 

****************************************************************************** 

 

On Tue, Jan 5, 2021 at 17:11, Heather Letzkus 

<missheather@newyorkshitty.com> wrote: 

Hello all, 

 

This is a lot so before I forget (likely) here's a link to my dropbox 

with various folders pertaining to open streets: 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/505v1oy3ktlm0t4/AAB8zohtQ8bBVZCYWWsYC6-va?dl=0 

 

What I did here was pull photos I took of three different open streets. 

As you will see with Sharon and Driggs in particular, no one is really 

using them. As for Berry, there were clusters of use once you get firmly 

in the northside. On the southside no one was really using them. Most 
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troubling to me, there wasn't any real order in terms of pedestrians, 

cyclists, skateboarders, etc. For these reasons I did not use them as I 

did not feel safe walking around. I almost got hit by a cyclist around 

North 9. 

 

For the sake of comprehensiveness, I threw in the one block of Graham 

that was closed Fri-Sun. Because of that, they rerouted the bus down 

Manhattan. No stops after Metropolitan until you hit the other side of 

Meeker. Not notices, no nothing. I cannot believe that got approved. 

 

Lastly, I tossed in some shots of one block of Dupont (Bet Franklin and 

Commercial) which I think could have, could be used as an open street 

periodically. Barbara McGlamery approached me re. doing some gardening 

on the premises (which are generally strewn with garbage, in particular 

folks like the work on their cars there). I took up the idea with Laura 

and Mike (who operate friends of Barge Park) and they too think this 

could be doable. Given we do not have a lot of park/open space here this 

could be a win on many levels. It would extend playground/lay space for 

passive use, probably put a dent in the littering problem (which is BAD) 

and not pose any of the issues that have popped up with Berry (messing 

with vehicular traffic, quality of life issues posed by bars along the 

route, etc.). At some point I think this is a discussion worth having. 

it may not be tonight tho because I have a cold or sinus thing going on 

and have SERIOUS headache and no energy. I'll be on the call, but will 

more likely be ears as oppose to "mouth". Haha 

 

H 

****************************************************************************** 

 

Noel Hidalgo <noel@beta.nyc> 

To: 

Kyle Gorman 

Cronstein, Jessica 

Weidenhof, Emily 

rmesser@dot.nyc.gov 

Kristina Naplatarski 

and 15 more... 

 

Cc: 

North Brooklyn Open Streets Community Coalition 

tom huzij 

Anthony Buissereth 

lvelasquez@elpuente.us 
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Erwin Figueroa 

and 11 more... 

 

Thu, Dec 10, 2020 at 10:16 AM 

 

Hello NYC DOT, Borough President, Council Member Reynoso, Senator Salazar, Senator 

Kavanagh, Assembly Member Lentol, and Brooklyn Community Board One, 

 

The signed members of the North Brooklyn Open Streets Community Coalition are following up 

on the letter that was sent on Nov 30, 2020. This letter includes over a thousand community 

members who support converting 2.2% of Brooklyn Community Board One's streets into 

something other than throughway streets. 

 

We have only received one written response to this letter. We would like to know that this 

petition has been received. 

 

After the 1 December 2020 Transportation Community Board meeting, we are trying to address 

community misinformation and state very clearly that we are eager to work with all parties to 

make sure that North Brooklyn has terminate open streets that are safe, quiet, and accessible for 

all. If there are issues that we can address, please let us know. 

 

If you would like to schedule a meeting with the cotillion or have any questions, please don't 

hesitate to contact us. 

 

With warm regards, 

 

Noel Hidalgo 

 

Executive Director of BetaNYC and co-founder of North Brooklyn Open Streets Community 

Coalition 

--- 

Sent from an Apple //c 

 

On Nov 30, 2020, at 13:02, North Brooklyn Open Streets Community Coalition 

<nbk.oscc@gmail.com> wrote: 

 

Monday, 30 November 2020 

 

Dear Mayor Bill de Blasio & DOT Commissioner Polly Trottenberg,  

 

We are asking you to make the Open Streets program on Berry Street, Nassau Street, Russell 

Street, and Driggs Street permanent.  

 

The Open Streets program has created a safe refuge through the pandemic. Now, let us make our 

neighborhood’s streets permanent safe havens for families and neighbors with all abilities. 
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We have witnessed pedestrians, children, neighbors with mobility assistive devices, cyclists, and 

families enjoy a public space without excessive cars, noise, or danger. 

 

Berry Street has flourished as a non-commercialized public space for all to enjoy, reductions on 

Driggs Ave and Russell St have brought sanity to McGolrick Park and provided safe spaces to 

exercise. 

 

Our open streets have thrived thanks to neighborhood volunteers stewarding these public spaces; 

the proximity to homes allows us to enjoy them easily and safely. 

 

In order to allow this program to continue, we ask for the following: 

Make a public commitment and continue this pilot program into the Summer of 2021. 

Work with community stakeholders to make Berry, Driggs, Nassau, and Russell permanent open 

streets. 

Provide financial and material resources for the continued maintenance and logistics of a 

volunteer-led open streets program. 

 

Additionally, parking and through traffic should be immediately minimized. To best do this, we 

suggest the following strategies: 

On every other block, alternate the direction of traffic on Berry and Driggs. Neither of these 

streets should be through streets. 

Convert the Meeker/Driggs/Morgan Ave island into a plaza 

Large detour signs and planters be provided at major intersections informing drivers these are no 

longer through streets. 

 

We are calling on the City to permanently remove through traffic on these open streets, which are 

home to multiple schools, and ensure a quiet and safe neighborhood. 

 

We know community groups, elected officials, and the city agencies can continue working 

together. We look forward to meeting the needs of all community members and providing safe 

spaces for our neighborhood to thrive. 

 

 

Thank You, 

 

The North Brooklyn Open Streets Community Coalition 

BetaNYC 

Brooklyn Greenway Initiative 

North Brooklyn Mutual Aid and their North Brooklyn Stewards Initiative 

North Brooklyn Neighbors 

North Brooklyn Parks Alliance 

Park Church Co-Op 

Transportation Alternatives and their North Brooklyn Committee 
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North Brooklyn Open Streets Community Coalition Captains  

Noel Hidalgo 

Clara Smith 

Elana Ehrenberg 

Nick Hopmann 

Tessa Rainbolt 

Tom Huzij 

Cathasach O’Neill 

 

 

Community Members (Emails and Address are on record with the coalition) 

 

Cc 

Council Member Antonio Reynoso 

Council Member Stephen Levin 

 

Borough President Eric Adams  

State Senator Julia Salazar 

State Senator Brian Kavanagh 

State Assembly Member Joseph R. Lentol 

State Assembly Member Elect Emily Gallagher 

Brooklyn Community Board 1 Chair Dealice Fuller 

Brooklyn Community Board 1 Transportation Committee Chair Eric Bruzaitis 

DOT Brooklyn Borough Commissioner Keith Bray 

 

 



 
 
 
Monday, 30 November 2020 
 
Dear Mayor Bill de Blasio & DOT Commissioner Polly Trottenberg,  
 
We are asking you to make the Open Streets program on Berry Street, Nassau Street, Russell Street, 
and Driggs Street permanent.  
 
The Open Streets program has created a safe refuge through the pandemic. Now, let us make our 
neighborhood’s streets permanent safe havens for families and neighbors with all abilities. 
 
We have witnessed pedestrians, children, neighbors with mobility assistive devices, cyclists, and 
families enjoy a public space without excessive cars, noise, or danger. 
 
Berry Street has flourished as a non-commercialized public space for all to enjoy, reductions on Driggs 
Ave and Russell St have brought sanity to McGolrick Park and provided safe spaces to exercise. 
 
Our open streets have thrived thanks to neighborhood volunteers stewarding these public spaces; the 
proximity to homes allows us to enjoy them easily and safely. 
 
In order to allow this program to continue, we ask for the following: 

● Make a public commitment and continue this pilot program into the Summer of 2021. 
● Work with community stakeholders to make Berry, Driggs, Nassau, and Russell permanent 

open streets. 
● Provide financial and material resources for the continued maintenance and logistics of a 

volunteer-led open streets program. 
 
Additionally, parking and through traffic should be immediately minimized. To best do this, we suggest 
the following strategies: 

● On every other block, alternate the direction of traffic on Berry and Driggs. Neither of these 
streets should be through streets. 

● Convert the Meeker/Driggs/Morgan Ave island into a plaza 



● Large detour signs and planters be provided at major intersections informing drivers these are 
no longer through streets. 

 
We are calling on the City to permanently remove through traffic on these open streets, which are home 
to multiple schools, and ensure a quiet and safe neighborhood. 
 
We know community groups, elected officials, and the city agencies can continue working together. We 
look forward to meeting the needs of all community members and providing safe spaces for our 
neighborhood to thrive. 
 
 
Thank You, 
 
The North Brooklyn Open Streets Community Coalition 
BetaNYC 
Brooklyn Greenway Initiative 
North Brooklyn Mutual Aid and their North Brooklyn Stewards Initiative 
North Brooklyn Neighbors 
North Brooklyn Parks Alliance 
Park Church Co-Op 
Transportation Alternatives 
 
North Brooklyn Open Streets Community Coalition Captains  
Noel Hidalgo 
Clara Smith 
Elana Ehrenberg 
Nick Hopmann 
Tessa Rainbolt 
Tom Huzij 
Cathasach O’Neill 
 
Community Members 
Number Name Zip Code 

1 Alisa mead 11206 

2 Amanda Griffith 11206 

3 Amelia Russo 11206 

4 Austin King 11206 

5 Brandon Warrick 11206 

6 Cameron Kinker 11206 

7 Caroline Codd 11206 

8 Crystal Rangel 11206 

9 Emily Schrader 11206 

10 Jacqueline Hebner 11206 



11 Jesse Schwartz 11206 

12 Katie O'Connell 11206 

13 Kelsey Wade 11206 

14 Linda Li 11206 

15 Madeline Turner 11206 

16 Mary Attaway 11206 

17 Matthew Tyler 11206 

18 Natalia paez 11206 

19 NICHOLAS O'BRIEN GORMAN 11206 

20 Philip Leff 11206 

21 Samara Speller 11206 

22 Samuel Wilson 11206 

23 Sarah Ramteke 11206 

24 Sasha Kerbel 11206 

25 Scott Fitzgerald 11206 

26 sharilyn neidhardt 11206 

27 Steven Osborn 11206 

28 Thea Stevens 11206 

29 Thomas Huzij 11206 

30 Travis Amiel 11206 

31 Valeriya Chupinina 11206 

32 James Quinlan 11207 

33 Jada Shannon 11208 

34 Christopher Reynolds 11210 

35 Abigail Garnett 11211 

36 Abigail Nitka 11211 

37 adam rosenthal 11211 

38 Adam Stein 11211 

39 Adrian Kemp 11211 

40 Agnes Wong 11211 

41 Aidan Miller 11211 

42 Aleksandra Rogers 11211 

43 Alex Badley 11211 

44 Alex Parayannilam 11211 

45 Alex Vickers 11211 

46 Alexander Laitamaki 11211 

47 Alexis Lanzillotti 11211 



48 Allison Gildersleeve 11211 

49 Allison M Jones 11211 

50 Allison Martinez 11211 

51 Alyssa van sickel 11211 

52 Amanda Wallace 11211 

53 Amy Dixon 11211 

54 Andrea MacFarlane 11211 

55 Andres Pascual 11211 

56 Andrew Jones 11211 

57 Andy Morris 11211 

58 Angela Willenswaard 11211 

59 Anne valiando 11211 

60 Annie Levers 11211 

61 Anthony Goicolea 11211 

62 Arlen Ginsburg 11211 

63 Asher Kaplan 11211 

64 Ashley Hefnawy 11211 

65 B Taylor 11211 

66 Barbara Hertel 11211 

67 Beth Henderson 11211 

68 Brad Warsh 11211 

69 Buffalo Hird 11211 

70 Caitlin O'Brien 11211 

71 Cameron Hunt 11211 

72 Camila herrera 11211 

73 Carly Peloquin 11211 

74 Carson Masterson 11211 

75 Charles Belcher 11211 

76 Chelsea dubois 11211 

77 Christine Kesner 11211 

78 Christopher Wong 11211 

79 Claudia Babcock 11211 

80 Courtney Tysell 11211 

81 Daniel Poston 11211 

82 Daniel Vecchitto 11211 

83 Daniel Vukelich 11211 

84 David Foote 11211 



85 David Rubaltelli 11211 

86 Diane Hayes 11211 

87 Edwina Hay 11211 

88 Elizabeth Chiang 11211 

89 Elizabeth Dierker 11211 

90 Elizabeth Ginsburg 11211 

91 Elizabeth Ingrassia 11211 

92 Elizabeth Orth 11211 

93 Elizabeth Rubenfield 11211 

94 Elliot Drabble 11211 

95 Emma Everett 11211 

96 Eric P 11211 

97 Erica Laut 11211 

98 erin conlon 11211 

99 Eyas Sharaiha 11211 

100 Flannery Wilson 11211 

101 Francisca Benitez 11211 

102 Fred Magovern 11211 

103 Gabi musayev 11211 

104 Gabriel Flynn 11211 

105 Gabrielle jensen 11211 

106 Gabrielle Kennedy 11211 

107 Georg Peitchev 11211 

108 Gina Magid 11211 

109 Griffin Mooney 11211 

110 Heather Hensl 11211 

111 Heather Mackintosh Sims 11211 

112 Holly Boerner 11211 

113 Hossein Afghah 11211 

114 IAN MARTIN 11211 

115 Isabel Alvarez de Lugo 11211 

116 Ivo lamers 11211 

117 Jack Jacoby 11211 

118 Jacob appel 11211 

119 Jacob D. Sloan 11211 

120 Jacqueline Smiley 11211 

121 James Lundeen 11211 



122 Jameson Edwards 11211 

123 Janette Cheng 11211 

124 Jason Barrus 11211 

125 Jason Weinstein 11211 

126 Jefferson Butler 11211 

127 Jenn Morrissey 11211 

128 Jennifer Carvalho 11211 

129 Jennifer Dalton 11211 

130 Jennifer Hutz 11211 

131 Jennifer Matteucci 11211 

132 Jennifer rincon 11211 

133 Jennifer W. Palmer 11211 

134 Jennifer Walski 11211 

135 Jessamyn Lee 11211 

136 Jesse Matthews 11211 

137 Jessica Black 11211 

138 Jessica Cooper 11211 

139 Jessica Wincott 11211 

140 Jessie Spellman 11211 

141 John Randolph 11211 

142 John Wilder 11211 

143 Jon Carbajal 11211 

144 Jon Morris 11211 

145 Jonathan He 11211 

146 Jorge Gonzalez 11211 

147 Joseph Ambrose 11211 

148 Joseph Hall 11211 

149 Joseph nicholas 11211 

150 Josh Morrissey 11211 

151 Julia Hogan 11211 

152 Julia Livick 11211 

153 Juliette delerue 11211 

154 Karina Baldassarri 11211 

155 Kate Cox 11211 

156 Kate van Loveren 11211 

157 Katelyn Wingard 11211 

158 Katherine 11211 



159 Katherine Kania 11211 

160 Katherine Walker 11211 

161 Kathleen Agaton-Cappiello 11211 

162 Kathryn Herskovits 11211 

163 Katie Banaszak 11211 

164 Kelly Ridgway 11211 

165 Kim Earl 11211 

166 Kristen Hutton 11211 

167 Kristin Juelson 11211 

168 Laëtitia Harris 11211 

169 Lana Schwartz 11211 

170 Laura Steele 11211 

171 Lauren Bilanko 11211 

172 Lauren Bray 11211 

173 lawrence elliott 11211 

174 Leah Coughlin 11211 

175 Lee Gough 11211 

176 Lidia Henderson 11211 

177 Lisa Fortino 11211 

178 Lucy Bryce 11211 

179 Luis Chato 11211 

180 Luke Ohlson 11211 

181 Luz Valdovinos 11211 

182 Lydia Rockett 11211 

183 Madeleine Campbell 11211 

184 Madeline Van Heusden 11211 

185 Madison McCormick 11211 

186 Marcello Fortunato 11211 

187 Maria Turcotte 11211 

188 Mariah Fabiano 11211 

189 Marion treanor 11211 

190 Marvic Paulo 11211 

191 Matthew Goulet 11211 

192 Matthew James Barnett 11211 

193 Maurice Quiroz 11211 

194 Max Sadrieh 11211 

195 Meghan Canale 11211 



196 Melinda collins 11211 

197 Michael Agazzi 11211 

198 Michael Berlin 11211 

199 Michael Smith 11211 

200 Michele Kaufman 11211 

201 Miguel Arreola 11211 

202 Mike Guy 11211 

203 Molly Giliotti 11211 

204 Monica Marchese 11211 

205 Morgan Walker 11211 

206 Myles Smutney 11211 

207 Nelly Parisot 11211 

208 Nicholas Isaacson 11211 

209 Nicholas Sowa 11211 

210 Nicole Rojas 11211 

211 Nikhil krishnan 11211 

212 Noah Souder-russo 11211 

213 Olivia Paradise 11211 

214 Paloma Saez 11211 

215 Paul Kelterborn 11211 

216 Paul Rowley 11211 

217 Paula Cyhan 11211 

218 Perry Lee 11211 

219 Pete Langway 11211 

220 Peter Hintze 11211 

221 Praagya Singh 11211 

222 Rachel Garbade 11211 

223 Rachel Terry 11211 

224 Ravi Sachidanandam 11211 

225 Rebecca Drootin 11211 

226 rebecca hyne 11211 

227 Rebecca Olerich 11211 

228 Roland Nasr 11211 

229 Ryan Brower 11211 

230 Ryan Knutson 11211 

231 Sabine Rogers 11211 

232 sabrina sevilla 11211 



233 Sam DeLank 11211 

234 Sam Kallman 11211 

235 Sana Tapal 11211 

236 Sander Dolder 11211 

237 Sara Heilman 11211 

238 Sara Mitzner 11211 

239 Sarah DeGrazia 11211 

240 Sarah Herbst 11211 

241 Sascha roker 11211 

242 Scott Jones 11211 

243 Seth Singson 11211 

244 Shirin Ghafurian 11211 

245 Silvana ordonez 11211 

246 Sophia Ok 11211 

247 Sophie Hays 11211 

248 Spencer Gallardo 11211 

249 Sriram Gopalan 11211 

250 Stephanie Lavallato 11211 

251 Steven Gattuso 11211 

252 Summer Dawn Walker 11211 

253 Sydney Schiff 11211 

254 Talia kraines 11211 

255 Tessa Rainbolt 11211 

256 Timothy S Kudo 11211 

257 TOBIAS M MOORE 11211 

258 Tom Creasy 11211 

259 Tom Fullerton 11211 

260 Tracie Masek 11211 

261 Tracy Madaj 11211 

262 Trevor Bayack 11211 

263 Trevor Levin 11211 

264 Tucker Johnson 11211 

265 Valeria Pinto 11211 

266 Virginia Vu 11211 

267 William Meehan 11211 

268 William Saks 11211 

269 William Vega 11211 



270 Zachary Strudler 11211 

271 Zoe Goldstein 11211 

272 Andrea Breanna 11215 

273 Bahij Chancey 11215 

274 Chris Hayward 11215 

275 David Herman 11215 

276 Erik Botsford 11215 

277 Ian Mundorff 11215 

278 Jackson Chabot 11215 

279 Jessica Bronowicki 11215 

280 Melanie Klein 11215 

281 Tara Hayward 11215 

282 April Schneider 11216 

283 Cyrille Adam 11216 

284 Elizabeth Kane 11216 

285 Lucas Turner 11216 

286 Sara Robinson 11216 

287 Brandon Chamberlin 11217 

288 Evan Preedy 11217 

289 Gabriele Schafer-Fracaro 11217 

290 Patrick Baker 11217 

291 Pinal Filmer 11217 

292 Zoe Kypuros 11217 

293 Cassidy Andrews 11219 

294 Allyson Hatley 11221 

295 Amy Lehfeldt 11221 

296 Eleanor miller 11221 

297 Hannah Straus 11221 

298 Julia Salazar 11221 

299 Laura Marcus 11221 

300 Sha Hwang 11221 

301 Thomas Nicholas 11221 

302 Yael 11221 

303 Aaron snell 11222 

304 Adam Berenzweig 11222 

305 Adeel Mirza 11222 

306 Adrienne Kenyon 11222 



307 Agatha 11222 

308 Aili Hermann 11222 

309 Alec Foster 11222 

310 alex eben meyer 11222 

311 Alex Larson 11222 

312 Alex Staniloff 11222 

313 Alexander C Schaefer 11222 

314 Alexandra gargan 11222 

315 Alexandra Kulesh 11222 

316 Alexandra Pirozzi 11222 

317 Alice Boyce 11222 

318 Alicia Kroell 11222 

319 Allison Jenner 11222 

320 Amanda Katz 11222 

321 Amanda Rossi 11222 

322 Amber Chess 11222 

323 Amelia Burrus-Granger 11222 

324 Andrea Acuna 11222 

325 Andrea Khan 11222 

326 Andrea Vogt 11222 

327 Andrés Camperi 11222 

328 Andres Chang 11222 

329 Andrew Hollis 11222 

330 Andrew Lundwall 11222 

331 Andrew Luzincourt 11222 

332 Andrew P Smith 11222 

333 Andrew Watanabe 11222 

334 Angel Rivera 11222 

335 Angela Guido 11222 

336 angela lashbrook 11222 

337 Anna Castro 11222 

338 Anna Kalish 11222 

339 Anna kiley 11222 

340 Annamara Caughey 11222 

341 Anne Ray 11222 

342 Annie nero 11222 

343 Anthony Burton 11222 



344 Anthony Garcia 11222 

345 Antoinette Babino Sneed 11222 

346 ANYA KAMENETZ 11222 

347 Ari Rivera 11222 

348 Austin Guillen 11222 

349 Avery Gray 11222 

350 Becky Mascarenhas 11222 

351 Ben Tolles 11222 

352 Benjamin Adam 11222 

353 Benjamin Jones 11222 

354 Benjamin Walsh 11222 

355 Benjy Barnett 11222 

356 Bess Long 11222 

357 Bibi Razack 11222 

358 Birgit Rathsmann 11222 

359 Blain Kennedy 11222 

360 Blair Gardner 11222 

361 Brannan E Goetschius 11222 

362 Brendan T Kerr 11222 

363 Brett Wilson 11222 

364 BRIAN BIELEMEIER 11222 

365 Brian britt 11222 

366 Brian Henderson 11222 

367 Brian Wolter 11222 

368 Bridgette Crowell 11222 

369 Brigitte Hradsky 11222 

370 Brittany Radocha 11222 

371 Bryan Maygers 11222 

372 Brynn Fuller-Becker 11222 

373 Caitlyn Smith 11222 

374 Cameron Shore 11222 

375 Camille Lampel 11222 

376 can sucuoglu 11222 

377 Carlos Dominguez 11222 

378 Carly wacenake 11222 

379 Carol Kerpel 11222 

380 Carolyn Cleveland 11222 



381 carolyn kilgore 11222 

382 Cassie Walter 11222 

383 Cathasach O'Neill 11222 

384 Catherine L Foley 11222 

385 Chantel Hopes 11222 

386 Charles Sangueza 11222 

387 Cherie Yanek 11222 

388 Chloe moryl 11222 

389 Chris Pirraglia 11222 

390 Christian Diaz 11222 

391 Christian Long 11222 

392 christina hiatt 11222 

393 CHRISTINA papadopoulos 11222 

394 Christina Pearson 11222 

395 Christopher Reyes 11222 

396 Claire Beaufort 11222 

397 Claire Fortuna 11222 

398 Clara Smith 11222 

399 Cole Kennedy 11222 

400 Colleen Grant 11222 

401 Collin McClutchy 11222 

402 Conner Bracy 11222 

403 Connor Dixon 11222 

404 Corinna Fielden 11222 

405 Craig A Finn 11222 

406 Craig Finn 11222 

407 Craig Sinclair 11222 

408 Curtis Vergara 11222 

409 Cynthia Boyson 11222 

410 Daan Wallis 11222 

411 Daeha Ko 11222 

412 Dana Jaggi 11222 

413 Dana Riebe 11222 

414 Daniel Caro 11222 

415 Daniel Nissimov 11222 

416 Danielle Barkoski 11222 

417 David Buchbinder 11222 



418 David burton 11222 

419 David Riordan 11222 

420 David Ruperti 11222 

421 Dawn DiGisi 11222 

422 Deana Cosper 11222 

423 Deborah Spiroff 11222 

424 Dennis Roberts 11222 

425 Devan Gallagher 11222 

426 Devan van Eyck 11222 

427 Diana Viglucci 11222 

428 Diane Vargas 11222 

429 Diego del Sol 11222 

430 Dina Vovsi 11222 

431 Dominic Umile 11222 

432 Dosia Sanford 11222 

433 Dylan Howe 11222 

434 Dylan J Gauthier 11222 

435 Dylan Karten 11222 

436 Elah Garfinkel 11222 

437 Elana Ehrenberg 11222 

438 Elif Ensari Sucuoglu 11222 

439 Elisa Isaacs 11222 

440 Elizabeth Jackson 11222 

441 elizabeth mcgehee 11222 

442 Ellie Black 11222 

443 Elliott Whitton 11222 

444 Emily Broat 11222 

445 Emily Gallagher 11222 

446 Emily Jensen 11222 

447 Emily Manoogian 11222 

448 Emily Schroder 11222 

449 Emma Gonzalez 11222 

450 emma laramie 11222 

451 Emmy Shrivastava 11222 

452 Eric Chaves 11222 

453 Erica Lutz 11222 

454 Erica Pajerowski 11222 



455 Erica Tachoir 11222 

456 Erin Bender 11222 

457 Evan Derkacz 11222 

458 Fabrics toussaint 11222 

459 Faye Cruz 11222 

460 Frederick Perner 11222 

461 G Williams 11222 

462 gabe brosbe 11222 

463 Gabriela Yarritu 11222 

464 Gabrielle Feigenson 11222 

465 Gabrielle Leite 11222 

466 Galen Bremer 11222 

467 Giancarlo Roca 11222 

468 Giovanni DAmato 11222 

469 Giri Parameswaran 11222 

470 Glen Gannob 11222 

471 Grace xu 11222 

472 Gregory horbatiuk 11222 

473 Hailey Brown 11222 

474 Hanna Wellish 11222 

475 Harrison Grinnan 11222 

476 Harry Tanielyan 11222 

477 Heidi A Vanderlee 11222 

478 Heidi Vanderlee 11222 

479 Helena Hay 11222 

480 Holly Rankin 11222 

481 Hope 11222 

482 Ingrid Bromberg Kennedy 11222 

483 Isabella Lindgren 11222 

484 J Hins 11222 

485 Jackelyn Batruch 11222 

486 Jacqueline J Waters 11222 

487 Jacquelyn Strycker 11222 

488 James harris 11222 

489 James Tschikov 11222 

490 Jamie DiTringo 11222 

491 Jamison Hermann 11222 



492 Jane Hansen 11222 

493 Jared Kass 11222 

494 Jason Grimste 11222 

495 Jason Phillips 11222 

496 Jay Miriam-White 11222 

497 Jeff Csicsek 11222 

498 Jenni Calo 11222 

499 Jennifer de la Vega 11222 

500 Jennifer Morgan 11222 

501 Jeremy Jones 11222 

502 Jeremy St.Romain 11222 

503 Jereth Senese 11222 

504 Jesse West 11222 

505 Jessica Deutsch 11222 

506 Jessica Pearson 11222 

507 Jessica Rossi 11222 

508 Jezrael Salisbury 11222 

509 Joana Torres 11222 

510 Joe Polizzi 11222 

511 John Bartos 11222 

512 John Darcey 11222 

513 John Filmanowicz 11222 

514 John Finnegan 11222 

515 John Jackson 11222 

516 John Leimbach 11222 

517 John Morris 11222 

518 Jonathan Herzog 11222 

519 Jonathan Kang 11222 

520 Joseph Grace 11222 

521 Josh Dixon 11222 

522 Julia Margolis 11222 

523 Juliana Jurenas 11222 

524 Kailee Ayyar 11222 

525 Karen Miller 11222 

526 Kasia Garland 11222 

527 Kate Garfield 11222 

528 Kate Nicholson 11222 



529 Kate Oppenheim 11222 

530 Kate Palisay 11222 

531 Katherine Callahan 11222 

532 Katherine Chi 11222 

533 katherine lipton 11222 

534 Katherine Thompson 11222 

535 Kathryn A Ray 11222 

536 Kathryn Sheehy 11222 

537 Kathy Wright 11222 

538 Katia Mueller 11222 

539 Katie Fabel 11222 

540 Katie Stapleton 11222 

541 Katie Zwick 11222 

542 Kavya Ravishankar 11222 

543 Kayla Weisdorf 11222 

544 Keith Garrison 11222 

545 Kelly Bruce 11222 

546 Kelsey Logan 11222 

547 Kenji Hoffman 11222 

548 Kevin Atkinson 11222 

549 Kevin Costa 11222 

550 Kevin Grijalva 11222 

551 Kevin LaCherra 11222 

552 Kevin Schmitz 11222 

553 kim boekbinder 11222 

554 Kim Guiragossian 11222 

555 Kiri Oliver 11222 

556 Konstancja Maleszyńska 11222 

557 Kristin C Diep 11222 

558 Kristin Force 11222 

559 Kyle Ott 11222 

560 Kyle Suba 11222 

561 Lan Ma 11222 

562 Laura Graf 11222 

563 Laura Hechtlinger 11222 

564 Laura McCormack 11222 

565 Lauren Bakoian 11222 



566 Lauren Clark 11222 

567 Lauren Comito 11222 

568 Lauren DeForest 11222 

569 Lauren Geisler 11222 

570 Lauren Harness 11222 

571 Lauren LaRocca 11222 

572 Lea Enderlin 11222 

573 Leala Abbott 11222 

574 Lee K Gonzalez 11222 

575 Lena Frey 11222 

576 Leun Gwynne 11222 

577 Lexie Thrash 11222 

578 Lila Miller Espinosa 11222 

579 Lindsey Fisher 11222 

580 Lisa Jaeggi 11222 

581 Lori Vroegindewey 11222 

582 Louisa Denison 11222 

583 Luciana Karwowski 11222 

584 Lucie Levine 11222 

585 Luke Loreti 11222 

586 Lynn del Sol 11222 

587 Lynn Wiser 11222 

588 Lynne Marie pquette 11222 

589 Madeleine Matsson 11222 

590 Madison Gardner 11222 

591 Magdalena Gora 11222 

592 Maggie Cannon 11222 

593 Mandy van Leent 11222 

594 Marcia Golibart 11222 

595 Maria Belen Martinez 11222 

596 Mariana Cardoso 11222 

597 Marie Margolius 11222 

598 Marissa Jones 11222 

599 Martha Bush 11222 

600 Matt Gallagher 11222 

601 Matthew Corey 11222 

602 Max Correa 11222 



603 Maxwell Reid 11222 

604 Maya Annotti 11222 

605 Meena ziabari 11222 

606 meg kettell 11222 

607 Megan Asbee 11222 

608 Megan Workman 11222 

609 Melanie Abrahams 11222 

610 Melissa Calderone 11222 

611 Melissa DeOliveira 11222 

612 Melissa Koole 11222 

613 Meryl LaBorde 11222 

614 Michael Acampora 11222 

615 Michael Mitchell 11222 

616 Michael T Sands Jr 11222 

617 Michaela Hinson 11222 

618 Michi Turner 11222 

619 Mike Hogan 11222 

620 Miriam Beyer 11222 

621 Mitch Jones 11222 

622 MK Fogarty 11222 

623 Mollie Berkowitz 11222 

624 Molly Grund 11222 

625 Molly Rushefsky 11222 

626 Natalia Sanz 11222 

627 Natalie Green 11222 

628 Natalie Moore 11222 

629 Natalie Myrick 11222 

630 Nicholas Karabinis 11222 

631 Nick Cleary 11222 

632 Nick Wong 11222 

633 Nicolas linnert 11222 

634 Nicole Locklair 11222 

635 Nicole Sumner 11222 

636 Nicolin Collingridge 11222 

637 Nikita Szczepanski 11222 

638 Nina Pincus 11222 

639 NIRI Halperin 11222 



640 Noel Hidalgo 11222 

641 Oana Groza 11222 

642 Oliver Cano 11222 

643 Olivia Amerling 11222 

644 Olivia Mayberry 11222 

645 Pat O'Brien 11222 

646 Patricia Maples 11222 

647 Patricia Torvalds 11222 

648 Patrick Rafferty 11222 

649 Paul Wentworth 11222 

650 Peter Duncan 11222 

651 Phil Gold 11222 

652 Quinn Dukes 11222 

653 Rachel Arkebauer 11222 

654 Rachel Beider 11222 

655 Rachel Fick 11222 

656 Rachel Howard-Reyes 11222 

657 Rachel M Marchant 11222 

658 Rachel Meyer 11222 

659 Rachel O’Connor 11222 

660 Rachel Rubin 11222 

661 Rachel Wilke 11222 

662 Rae Ellis 11222 

663 Ralph Scerbo 11222 

664 Rebecca Aldrich 11222 

665 Rebecca Kaufman 11222 

666 Richard Parker 11222 

667 RICK KARR 11222 

668 Robert O'Brien 11222 

669 Rocky Fine 11222 

670 Rowie Samaco 11222 

671 Sachin Mirchandani 11222 

672 Sadie Resnick 11222 

673 Sam Kotlove 11222 

674 Samantha Giuliano 11222 

675 Samantha Lee 11222 

676 Samantha Lotto 11222 



677 Samuel Adler 11222 

678 Samuel Kenswil 11222 

679 Sandra Ricozzi 11222 

680 Sara Boboltz 11222 

681 sarah bruchmann 11222 

682 Sarah Kern 11222 

683 Sarah McLellan Mee 11222 

684 Sarah Oakes 11222 

685 Sean McNally 11222 

686 Sebastián Meltz-Collazo 11222 

687 Shana M Kimball 11222 

688 Shane Saxton 11222 

689 Shanley 11222 

690 Shannon Casey 11222 

691 Shannon Clark 11222 

692 Shannon Kintner 11222 

693 Shashi Anand 11222 

694 Sheila Binesh 11222 

695 Sherisse Springer Freiberg 11222 

696 Sofia Celeste Tate 11222 

697 Sol Green 11222 

698 Stephanie Bell 11222 

699 Stephanie Linn 11222 

700 Stephen Snyder 11222 

701 Theodore Garrow 11222 

702 Therresa Varona 11222 

703 Thomas Gargan 11222 

704 Toby Bryce 11222 

705 Todd Schmiedlin 11222 

706 Tom hunt 11222 

707 Tom Wright 11222 

708 Trett Johnson 11222 

709 Valerie Marchesi 11222 

710 Vanessa Pham 11222 

711 Vikram Shankar 11222 

712 Vivien Moses 11222 

713 William Calabrese 11222 



714 Wira Quesada 11222 

715 Zoe-Alanah Robert 11222 

716 Natalie Brennan 11225 

717 Suzannah M Schneider 11225 

718 Erwin Figueroa 11226 

719 Priscilla Grim 11226 

720 Irena Romendik 11229 

721 Rebecca Joseph 11233 

722 Adam Fowler 11237 

723 Alex Curran 11237 

724 Aoife Duna 11237 

725 Bonnie Bernich 11237 

726 candice ogando 11237 

727 Dan Hassin 11237 

728 Samuel Nemir Olivares 11237 

729 Erin Noll 11237 

730 Jill Nannery 11237 

731 Kaitlin longworth 11237 

732 mario enriquez 11237 

733 Rebecca Bleichman 11237 

734 Sam Reece 11237 

735 Sophia Cannata-Bowman 11237 

736 David Ruder 11238 

737 Hector Garza 11238 

738 Henry Kanengiser 11238 

739 Kristin Carder 11238 

740 Lou Matthews 11238 

741 Marcella Maki 11238 

742 Paul Vogel 11238 

743 Scott Clark 11238 

744 Scott Williamson 11238 

745 Abhi Murty 11249 

746 Aldo Ceresa 11249 

747 Alex Zhu 11249 

748 Alexander J Koplin 11249 

749 Alicia rodriguez 11249 

750 Alison Smith 11249 



751 Allie Gallo 11249 

752 Alyssa Mark 11249 

753 Amanda Carlton 11249 

754 Amy Brenner Joseph 11249 

755 Amy Guo 11249 

756 Andrea Hopamn 11249 

757 Andreas Cohrssen 11249 

758 Andrew Albinson 11249 

759 Andrew Cho 11249 

760 Andrew Golden 11249 

761 Andrew Yu 11249 

762 Anna Holmgren 11249 

763 Anna Karamigios 11249 

764 Annalise DeLano 11249 

765 Annick Wydooghe 11249 

766 Anthony Buissereth 11249 
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772 Beth Wachtel 11249 
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776 Britt Neuhaus 11249 

777 Bryan Wilson 11249 
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779 Carmit posner 11249 

780 Caroline Arts 11249 

781 Carolyn Thomas 11249 

782 Cathy Zhu 11249 

783 Chad Gessin 11249 

784 Chandler Robertson 11249 

785 Christina Maroone 11249 

786 Ciera Jones 11249 

787 Claire Evans 11249 



788 Clare Anderson 11249 

789 Clarence Taff 11249 

790 Cole Aaronson 11249 

791 Colin Goyette 11249 

792 Cory Landau 11249 

793 Courtney Gordon 11249 

794 Craig Baldenhofer 11249 

795 Craig Rentzel 11249 

796 D Ransom 11249 

797 Danielle Marcuccio 11249 

798 Danielle parkes 11249 

799 David Dignazio 11249 

800 David Osborne 11249 

801 Dexterrie Ramirez 11249 

802 Diana Barron 11249 

803 Ed Joseph 11249 

804 Eduardo García Fernández 11249 

805 Emily Caron 11249 

806 Emily gunshor 11249 

807 Emily Herrell 11249 

808 Emily Lawler 11249 

809 Emily Woo 11249 

810 Emma Loewe 11249 

811 Eric Rachlin 11249 

812 Gene Aquino 11249 

813 George Brocklehurst 11249 

814 George Kunkel 11249 

815 Gregory Nelson 11249 

816 Hailey Dobosiewicz 11249 

817 Helen Boebel 11249 

818 Ian Hooley 11249 

819 ILA BYRNE 11249 

820 Inna Kraner 11249 

821 Io Perl-Strahan 11249 

822 Ivan Talijancic 11249 

823 Jackie Brilhart 11249 

824 Jaimie Bailey 11249 



825 Jared Vengrin 11249 

826 Jason Green 11249 

827 Jed Poster 11249 

828 Jeff Hodsdon 11249 

829 Jeffrey Graiff 11249 

830 Jeremy Slater 11249 

831 Jesse Russell 11249 

832 Jessica Nguyen 11249 

833 Jessica Silverman 11249 

834 Jie Ma 11249 

835 John Petrillo 11249 

836 John R Sobolewski 11249 

837 Jonathan McKenna 11249 

838 JonCarlo Domingo 11249 

839 Jones Krahl 11249 

840 Jordan Downs 11249 

841 Jordan Gray 11249 

842 Joshua Manes 11249 

843 Julia Becker 11249 

844 Julia Ofman 11249 

845 Kaitlin Holmes 11249 

846 Katarzyna Pawelczyk 11249 

847 Katharine O'Brien 11249 

848 Kathy Morris-Jones 11249 

849 Katie Levinson 11249 

850 Katie porrello 11249 

851 Keith winking 11249 

852 Kellen Dye 11249 

853 Kelly Anderson 11249 

854 Kira Hudson 11249 

855 Kristina Davis 11249 

856 Lacey Stratton 11249 

857 Lauren Malinovsky 11249 

858 Leslie Guyton 11249 

859 Leticia Mordaunt 11249 

860 Liz Devlin 11249 

861 Lucia harmon 11249 



862 Madison Toft 11249 

863 Maeve Hughes 11249 

864 Mariam Davitashvili 11249 

865 Marianne murphy 11249 

866 Mark Peloquin 11249 

867 Mary Brewster 11249 

868 Mary Madden 11249 

869 Matteo M 11249 

870 Matthew Bloomgarden 11249 

871 Matthew Emmi 11249 

872 MATTHEW RAMOS 11249 

873 Maureen Boler 11249 

874 Maximillian Sholl 11249 

875 Megan L Thomas 11249 

876 MEL Warne 11249 

877 Melissa Kilic 11249 

878 Melissa Martin 11249 

879 Michael Ashton 11249 

880 Michel Heyaca 11249 

881 Miles fisher 11249 

882 Missy Peregrym 11249 

883 Mitchel Loring 11249 

884 Molly Heintz 11249 

885 Moritz Raepple 11249 

886 Murielle Bourdette 11249 

887 Natali Suasnavas 11249 

888 Natalie Tomlin 11249 

889 Natasha Grayson 11249 

890 Netty Davitashvili 11249 

891 Nicholas Feil 11249 

892 Nick hopmann 11249 

893 Nicole Edelman 11249 

894 Nicole Wyman 11249 

895 Nina Koelemeyer 11249 

896 Nj 11249 

897 Paige Johnston 11249 

898 Peter Kelly 11249 



899 Peter Toft 11249 

900 Philip Sieverding 11249 

901 Philip Thomas 11249 

902 pierre gutierrez 11249 

903 Priscilla Fernandez 11249 

904 Rachel Cohen 11249 

905 Rachel Minjock 11249 

906 Rachel spencer 11249 

907 Reid Skibell 11249 

908 Renske Gosselink 11249 

909 Robin Hendrickson 11249 

910 Rosanna hill 11249 

911 Ruth Costello 11249 

912 Ryan Gage 11249 

913 Ryan Oakes 11249 

914 Ryan Smith 11249 

915 Rylee maron 11249 

916 Sabrina Kessler 11249 

917 Sam Slaughter 11249 

918 Samantha Welch 11249 

919 Sandra Moryto 11249 

920 Sara Sin 11249 

921 Sarah Meyer 11249 

922 Sasha Pineda 11249 

923 Saurav Lohani 11249 

924 Scott Davis 11249 

925 Sean Brant 11249 

926 Serena Lingo 11249 

927 Shahrukh Ahmed 11249 

928 Sierra Lingo 11249 

929 Spencer Lamm 11249 

930 Stephen Hopf 11249 

931 Stephen James Wareham 11249 

932 Steven Carbajal 11249 

933 Tania Quintanilla 11249 

934 Taylor Irizarry 11249 

935 Teddy's / Scott Davis 11249 



936 Teressa Son 11249 

937 Tim Hettler 11249 

938 Tim robinson 11249 

939 Tom Durham 11249 

940 Trevor Waters 11249 

941 Troy Swain 11249 

942 Tyler Marcus 11249 

943 Varada Gavaskar 11249 

944 Wayne Patterson 11249 

945 William Bergen 11249 

946 William Peterson 11249 

947 Winson Wong 11249 

948 Xabier Azagirre 11249 

949 Ximena Garnica 11249 

950 Yana Galbshtein 11249 

951 Zane Gillion 11249 

952 Zoe Tesar 11249 

953 Mackenzie Regent 10001 

954 Matthew Howell 10001 

955 Kieran Micka-Maloy 10002 

956 Luka Jacobowitz 10002 

957 Owen A Percoco 10002 

958 ROLAND M JARQUIO 10002 

959 Sam Addeo 10002 

960 Emily Rodriguez 10003 

961 Eric Oberman 10003 

962 Erin Gottlieb 10003 

963 Kat Stewart 10003 

964 Bree Arjona 10008 

965 Camila Rivadeneyra 10009 

966 Drew Miller 10009 

967 Elizabeth Cleveland 10009 

968 Julio E Arjona 10009 

969 Laura Sewell 10009 

970 Melissa Herlitz 10009 

971 Sara Podwall 10009 

972 Richard Mintz 10010 



973 Bo lee 10011 

974 Andre Banks 10012 

975 Mikaela Grace 10012 

976 Ondel Hylton 10016 

977 Roy Zarow 10017 

978 Brad Thornton 10019 

979 Nicholas Berti 10021 

980 James Wygle 10032 

981 Julia Teichman 10033 

982 Steve Vaccaro 10037 

983 Kieran Ashe 10301 

984 Sarah 11104 

985 Amr Kotb 11106 

986 Andrea Navarrete 11201 

987 Brian Howald 11201 

988 Rachel Thompson 11201 

989 Seth Friedman 11201 

990 Dan Turk 11205 

991 Lauren Fitzgerald 11205 

992 Mallory Bxx 11205 

993 nicole murray 11205 

994 Patrick Murphy 11205 

995 Terri Carta 11205 

996 Vincent P Trivett 11205 

997 D M Salsberg 11311 

998 Thomas Cavanagh 11357 

999 Dawn Siff 11372 

1000 Jim Burke 11372 

1001 Sarah Ivanovic 11372 

1002 Steven Bodzin 11372 

1003 Yilman Pineda 11373 

1004 Kai Wu 11375 

1005 Oswald Araujo 11375 

1006 Laura Shepard 11377 

1007 Charlene Stubbs 11378 

1008 Ramond Lin 11378 

1009 Adrian Horczak 11385 



 
Cc 
Council Member Antonio Reynoso 
Council Member Stephen Levin 
 
Borough President Eric Adams  
State Senator Julia Salazar 
State Senator Brian Kavanagh 
State Assembly Member Joseph R. Lentol 
State Assembly Member Elect Emily Gallagher 
Brooklyn Community Board 1 Chair Dealice Fuller 
Brooklyn Community Board 1 Transportation Committee Chair Eric Bruzaitis 
DOT Brooklyn Borough Commissioner Keith Bray 
 

1010 John Maier 11385 

1011 Krystel Copper 11385 

1012 patrick brennan 11385 

1013 Rachel E Albetski 11385 

1014 Joby Jacob 11427 

1015 Stacey Lacomba 11547 

1016 Miguel sandoval 11704 

1017 Patrick Kowalczyk 11924 

1018 Macy Sparks 76258 

1019 Nancy Cozens 87124 

1020 Lauren Munroe 91303 
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January 12, 2021 

 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

 

  TO:  Chairperson Dealice Fuller 

    and CB#1 Board Members 

 

  FROM: Toby Moskovits, Committee Chair  

    Economic Development Committee 

 

  RE:  Committee Meeting held via WEBEX on 12-14-2020 

 

 

The Economic Development Committee met on via WEBEX in the evening, on December 14, 

2020 at 6 PM. 
 

ATTENDANCE: 

 

 Present –Moskovits, Chair; Nieves. 

 Absent – Bamonte; Dybanowski; Lee (*) [*non board committee member] 

 (A quorum was not present) 

  

 

The Economic Development Committee started with introductions. Discussion and presentations 

followed. 

 

(1.) Radhy Miranda (EDC): Discussion -  Overview of city programs that are available to 

support small businesses during this time. 

First up was Radhy Miranda, NYC EDC, who discussed an overview of NYC programs and how 

they assist city businesses to bounce back during COVID 19 with economic recovery, PPP 

distribution, clinics and helping small businesses.  

 

Mr. Miranda mentioned that there were 3 different ways that the EDC is helping small 

businesses: 1) small business network 2) design cure initiative 3) neighborhood challenge. 
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Ms. Cristina Yoder introduced herself and said she was part of the strategy team at EDC. 

 

Mr. Sander Dolder, introduced himself and said he was part of the industry development group at 

NY EDC.  

 

Next, we had Lindsey Meyer who is on the Planning Division at EDC.  They assist with 

supporting restaurants and connecting them with designers to help design and oversee building 

of exterior structures to allow for outdoor dining.  

Cristina informed us of the NYC Small Business Resource Network website which has an intake 

form that the small business can fill out and be connected to a specialist within 24 hours. To date 

they have assisted 1,700+ small businesses and made over 3,000 referrals.  

Through their work they have found that Brooklyn has the largest amount of diversity with 76% 

being women and minorities reaching out for support. These small businesses have under 100 

employees. There are small businesses are grants of $500 that can be applied to through the 

website plus freelance and discounted square space services available.  

 

Q. How much funding is available? 

A. $500 per business 

 

Q. Will it be depleted soon? 

A. The idea is to distribute all capital by February. This is a pilot so we will go out to 

further funders early next year. 

 

Q. What web developers do you refer them to?  

A. Freelancers and digital agencies 

 

Next we had Lindsey Mayer from The Design Corps present to the committee. 

 

(2.) The Design Corps helps connect design professionals to restaurant owners providing pro 

bono services in helping reopen, adapt and improve their dining spaces. The Design Corps 

Network was created in collaboration with AIA, Design Advocates, NYC X Design and NYC 

EDC. 

 

To apply for assistance, you just go on their website, put in what you need assistance with and 

the volunteers put in what they can be of assistance with and then the designers connect with 

whom they can assist based on the needs. 

 

The Restaurant Design Initiative/Design Corp is focused on making sure restaurants are in 

compliance in terms of outdoor dining.  

 

(3.) Sander Dolder, EDC: Mr.  Dolder discussed NYCEDC, in collaboration with NYC 

Department of Small Business Services and CIVLAB, and present their "Neighborhood 

Challenge Call-To-Action", an initiative designed to crowdsource solutions to support the city’s 

commercial districts and small storefront businesses that are facing severe impacts due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Mr. Sander Dolder and Mr. Zach Owens presented on "Neighborhood Challenge: Tech Forward" 
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Mr. Dolder gave an overview of the tech sector and explained that they take an ecosystem 

approach by working to grow jobs of the future, today. Sander explained that much of the 

hardship on small businesses such as food service industry, entertainment industry and personal 

care industry are suffering.  

 

This initiative is focused on using technology to look at what the future of these industries are, 

what behavior changes need to be addressed and how technology can be used to support these 

necessary changes. 

 

Additional issues being examined: 

 

• How can we support the economy moving forward?  

• How can we help small businesses right now?  

• Helping small businesses recover is crucial to NYC's future. 

The Tech Sector Program will facilitate collaboration between the public, private and nonprofit 

sectors as well as strengthen short term resiliency of small businesses and spur innovation and 

creative problem-solving. The neighborhood challenge will ideally focus on digitizing business 

models, redesigning establishment operations, curb management and public space 

reconfiguration and mitigating and activating storefront vacancies. 

They will help small businesses recover as they seek to reopen safely and responsibly.  

 

(4.) Joseph Frantz – He discussed key considerations when conducting a lease renegotiation as 

well as the current retail and commercial landscape. 

Next, we heard from Joseph Frantz regarding key considerations when conducting lease 

negotiations as well as the current retail and commercial landscape. Mr. Frantz explained his 

involvement in neighborhood restaurants, the construction industry and lease negotiations. There 

is no market standard or roadmap to deal with this nor a lot of data available. Tenants often don’t 

know their rights and are not aware that consensual resolutions are often the bar path forward in 

dealing with challenging times like this.  

 

(5.) Jay Solly -  RE: Sustainable United Neighborhood. Mr. Solly gave an update on 

neighborhood food relief throughout the pandemic and beyond. Lastly, we heard from Jay Solly 

of Sustainable United Neighborhood. Jay Solly gave us an update on Neighborhood food relief 

throughout the pandemic and beyond. SUN pivoted the Bushwick Generator from a tech & 

neighborhood lab to a food relief operation during the Pandemic. SUN has distributed over 

205,000 meals, over 600 washable masks, and delivered 400 tons of produce. 
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January 12, 2021 

 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

Parks & Waterfront Committee 

 

TO:   Chairperson Dealice Fuller 

  and CB#1 Board Members 

 

FROM: Philip A. Caponegro, Committee Chair 

 

RE:  Committee Meeting of January 7, 2021 

 

 

The Parks & Waterfront Committee met in the evening on Thursday, January 7, 2021 at 6:30 PM 

via WEBEX. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Present - Caponegro (Chair), McKeever (Co-Chair), Cianciotta; Chesler; Elkins; Miceli; 

Odomirok, 

 Absent - Carbone; Goldstein; Peterson; [board members];Berger(*)  

         [* non board member]. 

        (7 members present. A quorum was present)   

 

 
 

1.  470 KENT AVENUE WATERFRONT PROMENADE 

 

The committee voted (7-0-0 ) to send a letter to Mark Viggiano, the developer of 470 Kent 

Avenue, demanding that the design of the esplanade adhere to the spirit of the 2009 Waterfront 

Design Guidelines Text  Amendment. It calls for direct access to the water, softer edges and 

surfaces, and curvilinear design.  

 

Another concern was that much of the variety of seating in the proposed design did not include 

backing. Copies of a  letter from Councilperson Levin, Assemblyperson Lentol, DCP Chair 
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Lago, & Parks Commissioner Silver, along with a link to the referenced text amendment will be 

included. This letter will also be sent to Councilperson Levin, Assemblyperson Gallagher, DCP 

Lago, & Parks Commissioner Silver. 

 

2. CLASSON AVENUE TRIANGLE PARK  

 

The committee voted unanimously (7-0-0) to send a letter to the Parks Department in support of 

upgrading Classon Triangle (replacing the sidewalk, upgrading trees, & adding fencing; and 

upgrading  Classon Playground (across the street) by adding playground equipment. 
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January 12, 2021 

 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

LANDMARKS COMMITTEE  

(Land Use/ULURP Subcommittee) 

REPORT 

 

   TO:          Chairperson Dealice Fuller  

         and Board Members 

 

   FROM:    Trina McKeever, Landmarks Subcommittee Chair 

 

   RE:      Report from the Committee’s January 4, 2021 Meeting 

 

 

The Landmarks Sub-Committee met on Monday, January 4, 2021 at 6:30 PM, over WEBEX. 

ATTENDANCE:    Present - Teague; Viera; McKeever; Barros; Chesler; Kaminski; Drinkwater; 

Miceli; Rabbi Niederman; Nieves; Sofer; Weiser; Weidberg; Vega (board members); *Berger;  

(*non board member committee member). 

Absent: Indig; Katz; Lebovits; Solano; (board memberd); *Li; (*non board member committee 

member).  

 

 

Brian Newman from Newman Architects, project architect working with RDC Development on a 

comprehensive plan to renovate the interior and exterior of the Williamsburg Houses was 

requested by LPC to present for approval the replacement window design to CB1 with the 

understanding that the remainder of the exterior design would be brought before the board at a 

later date. Also present was Matthew Rooney from MDG, the construction management firm 

handling the project. 

The Williamsburg Houses, among the first affordable housing projects built in the United States, 

opened to great fanfare in 1937. The twenty 4-story residential buildings occupying four super 

blocks (Maujer St/Leonard St/Scholes St/Bushwick Ave) were landmarked in 2003. Prior to 

receiving landmark status, as part of an exterior renovation in the 1980’s, aluminum double hung 



 

2 

 

windows replaced the original elegant slender mullioned steel warehouse style casement 

windows (which had been a hallmark of the original building design).  

Sourcing historic photos and drawings, the new window design for the 8,000 windows seeks to 

replicate the original design and character with aluminum casement windows fit with an AC 

sleeve and louver, similar to LPC approved windows used in a renovation of a Beaux Arts 

building on East 44th Street.  

The committee asked specific questions regarding the window design as well as more general 

questions about the overall renovation project and outreach to the NYCHA residents.  

Regarding the window design there were questions about the width of the mullion especially at 

the corner joint, about the amount that the windows would be recessed from the masonry, how 

the AC solution modifies the proportion of the glass lights and whether there would be screens 

on the windows. The presenter could not answer these questions specifically. There was no 

detailed drawing in the presentation package providing thee details. 

Additional questions were:  

1) how child safety was addressed, presenter replied casement windows would have a built in 4” 

limit stop, limiting the swing of the opening. 

2) would residents be required to purchase new AC units, presenter replied that current units 

could be utilized, that the opening was a universal sleeve. 

3) had steel frames, the original material been considered rather than aluminum for durability as 

well as design, presenter agreed to “look into this”.  

4) what kind of thermal resistance the new windows carried, presenter replied that the windows 

met the 2020 codes for energy efficiency. 

Replies to questions regarding outreach to the residents which has been limited by COVID were 

unsatisfactory to the committee. There was general dismay that the LPC window design was the 

first that CB1 in general was told about the comprehensive interior and exterior NYCHA 

renovation in collaboration with an outside developer. There was a request that the scope of the 

project in general be presented to the full board.  

At the end of the presentation, the committee agreed not to vote on a recommendation but to ask 

the presenter to come back to the committee with technical drawings answering the specific 

questions with regards to the windows and that a more detailed explanation of the scope of the 

project be brought to either the full board or the Housing committee. 

Later in the meeting, when the committee had moved on to the next agenda item, the presenters 

came back with some specific answers and asked with this information whether the board could 

provide a needed letter to LPC with regards to the windows. At the end of the meeting, the 

committee readdressed the issue and concluded basically what had been decided earlier, that 

presenter come back to the next committee meeting with a finished drawing of the window 

details and that the full project for Williamsburg Houses be explained to the full board.  



  

Community Board 1 Monthly Parks Update – January 2021 

 

COVID-19 Testing 

Free COVID-19 testing is now available in New York City at more than 100 locations 
across the city. Visit the City's COVID-19 Testing page for more information.  

 

Facility Re-Openings 

Please visit Parks’ COVID-19 information page to track various parks openings and 
continued closures.  

 

Special Events Permits 

Please visit Parks’ COVID-19 information page to learn more about service changes. NYC 
Parks is once again reviewing permit applications for special events. No permits will be 
granted for applications with an expected attendance of more than 50 people at any one 
time. 

 

Sports Permits  

Ballfield permits for both youth and adult sports permitting began on Friday, December 
4th. Currently we are only permitting low-to-moderate risk sports. All permit 
applicants must fill out the COVID-19 Athletics Safety Plan and Checklist 
Affirmation.    Please send the completed document to the permit office in the borough 
that you are requesting permits for review.   Please note -Parks will not move forward 
with review of your application until this is received and approved.  
 

Programming 

Visit our list of Virtual and Online Programs to find upcoming events presented by NYC 
Parks and our friends and partners. 

 

Partnerships for Parks Volunteer Projects 

Delancey Nelson is the PfP Outreach Coordinator for All It’s My Park! projects in 
Community Board 1. Please contact Delancey.Nelson@parks.nyc.gov if you have any 
questions or would like to schedule a project. We ask that everyone who plans a clean up 
in a NYC Park to please coordinate with our PfP team. 

 

Penn Triangle 

Construction is complete at Penn Triangle and the park has been reopened to the public.  

 

USGS Work in McCarren Park - Update 

USGS work began in McCarren Park on January 4th. We anticipate the work to last about 
two weeks, but it could take as long as a month to complete. USGS will be back in the 
spring to restore the grasses on site.  

 

Turf Update  

The turf project at Bushwick Inlet Park is on hold, as are many capital projects, due to the 
fiscal crisis caused by Covid-19. OMB is actively reviewing projects and allowing us to 
proceed after review is complete. When allowed to proceed the BIP turf project will take 
approximately six to nine months in contract processing and review, a timeline which is 
far less than the normal year in design and year in procurement of other capital projects. 
The work itself should take no more than two months to execute.  This project, whose 
scope includes replacement of the synthetic turf carpet and minor work on the subgrade 
to ensure a level play surface, is a priority for Parks.   

 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page
https://www.nycgovparks.org/about/health-and-safety-guide/coronavirus
https://www.nycgovparks.org/about/health-and-safety-guide/coronavirus
https://nyceventpermits.nyc.gov/parks/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fparks
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nycgovparks.org%2Fdownload%2Fballfieldpermits%2FAthletic_Field_Permitting.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CMary.Salig%40parks.nyc.gov%7C1f4c4d0165df4520a06f08d884d2f3f7%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637405388848135540%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2BIkc3BRtxskb%2Btp0Ebf9XRwCY9YKJ31jXz%2Bc4C1YWJo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nycgovparks.org%2Fdownload%2Fballfieldpermits%2FAthletic_Field_Permitting.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CMary.Salig%40parks.nyc.gov%7C1f4c4d0165df4520a06f08d884d2f3f7%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637405388848135540%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2BIkc3BRtxskb%2Btp0Ebf9XRwCY9YKJ31jXz%2Bc4C1YWJo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nycgovparks.org/events/online
mailto:Delancey.Nelson@parks.nyc.gov


 

CB1 currently has the following projects under construction:   

• Bartlett Playground – construction began fall 2020 and will be complete spring 
2022;    

• Sternberg Synthetic turf and basketball lights –began fall 2020 and will be 
complete fall 2021;  

  

We have several projects awaiting construction start: 

• Box Street Park – in design. Demolition of structures on site anticipated to begin 
after the relocation of the MTA Paratransit vehicles;  

• Bushwick Inlet Park: 50 Kent – construction to begin spring 2021 and be 
complete spring 2022;  

• Bushwick Inlet Park: Motiva –construction estimated to begin fall 2021 and be 
complete fall 2022; 

• Cooper Park Comfort station –construction to begin spring 2021 and be 
completed fall 2022;  

• Epiphany Playground – construction to start fall 2021 and be complete fall 2022;   

• Ericsson Playground - reviewed at CB1 Parks Committee meeting January 27; 

• LaGuardia Playground – phase 2 playground Construction anticipated to begin 
spring 2021 and will be complete spring 2022;  

• Marcy Green – construction anticipated to begin spring 2021 and be complete 
spring 2022;  

• McCarren Park natural turf softball fields –construction anticipated to begin 
spring 2021 and completed spring 2022;  

• McCarren Recreation Center – reconstruction of roof and exterior masonry walls 
to begin fall 2021 and be completed spring 2023;  

• McGolrick Park Paths – to begin fall 2021 and completed fall 2022;   

• Ten Eyck Plaza – construction anticipated to begin spring 2021 and be complete 
spring 2022; 

• William Sheridan Playground – construction likely to begin fall 2021 and be 
complete fall 2022.   
 

Projects awaiting design start:  
 

• Frost Playground – funding received to repair basketball courts and replace the 
fence on site; 

• Middleton Playground – funding received to fix drainage on site.  
 

There are no projects awaiting a scope meeting.   



January 12, 2021 

 

 

Committee Members and fellow attendees, 

 

My name is Jennifer Hegarty and I am a graduate student in Public Health at the CUNY Graduate 

School of Public Health and Health Policy.  I would like to thank Community Board 1 for the 

opportunity to speak before you this evening. 

 

As both a student and servant of public health, I am requesting your support to address a grave 

problem that lies at the intersection of food insecurity and Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program (SNAP) accessibility in our communities, especially during a pandemic.  There is a 20% 

gap in SNAP uptake among eligible individuals in NYC as of late.  Current and prospective SNAP 

consumers are systemically deterred from receiving the assistance they need by numerous 

obstacles – one being the immense difficulty they face in simply acquiring sufficient information 

throughout its processes. 
 

Improving the accessibility of basic, pertinent information can help to ensure that fewer eligible 

individuals are obstructed in their pursuit of these vital benefits.  A viable starting point, in the 

form of City Council proposed legislation number 221, would require all NYC Department of 

Social Services/Human Resources Administration facilities to conspicuously post appropriate 

signage inside indicating standard application processing times and information regarding 

applicants’ right to a fair hearing and how to request one. 

 

Although several nearby SNAP offices are currently closed due to the pandemic, it is crucial that 

this remain a high priority.  Therefore, I urge you to please help promote the accessibility of basic 

information at SNAP offices by advocating for proposed legislation number 221.  Thank you all 

very much for your time and attention. 

 

 

Jennifer Hegarty 

 




