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What is UAP?

Established December 2024 under the NYC Zoning Resolution, UAP allows buildings in medium- and high-
density residential districts to build 20% more housing — if the additional homes are permanently 
affordable.

R6 / C2-4 –
R8

Zoning Districts

The Site’s lot has split zoning:
36,034 SF within R6

104,000 SF within R8
33,800 SF within R6 / C2-4

60%
Max Weighted Average AMI

The affordable units serve residents at 
a weighted average 59.96% Area 

Median Income

Bonus Floor Area
The Base FAR of the lot is 741,058 SF, 

increasing to 888,994 SF with the 
bonus floor area (requiring 147,936 SF 

of UAP housing)

The Project proposes 207,397 SF of 
UAP housing for an 880,295 SF 

development. 

+20%



Income Requirements ZR §27-16(a)

To increase FAR, affordable housing must meet the following AMI criteria:

01

Income Band Limits

No more than three income bands 
are permitted and no single 

income band may exceed 100% 
AMI:

-56 units at 40% AMI
-109 units at 60% AMI
-102 units at 70% AMI

267 UAP units relative to the
1,060 unit project

02

Deep Affordability Floor

For sites with 10,000+ sq ft of 
Affordable Floor Area (AFA), at 

least 20% of the AFA must be at or 
below 40% AMI.

-Over 20% of AFA at 40% AMI



Bedroom Mix & Unit Size Requirements

Bedroom Mix ZR §27-16(c)

Option A (Applicable)

At least 50% must be 2+ bedrooms
At least 75% must be 1+ bedroom
• Studio: 25%
• 1Br: 25%
• 2Br: 50%

— OR —

Option B (Not Applicable)

Bedroom mix between affordable and market-rate 
units must be proportional.

Unit Size Minimums ZR §27-16(d)

Average UAP unit size must not be less than the average non-
UAP size, or the minimums below — whichever is less (this 
criteria is met):

Studio 400 sq ft

One-Bedroom 575 sq ft

Two-Bedroom 775 sq ft

Three-Bedroom 950 sq ft
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COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

Education & Youth Committee 
 
 

TO: Chairperson Dealice Fuller and CB1 Board Members 
  
  FROM: Ms. Sonia Iglesias, Committee Chair 
    Mr. Giovanni D’Amato, Committee Co-Chair 
 
  RE:  Education & Youth Committee Report from May 14, 2026 
 
The Education & Youth Committee met on the evening of May 14, 2026, at the District Office at 
435 Graham Avenue (Corner of Frost Street), Brooklyn, NY 11211 at 5:30 P.M. 

ATTENDANCE 
Present: Iglesias, Chair; D’Amato, Co-Chair; Aguilar; Niedermayer* (*) Non-Board Member 
Absent: Cabrera; Carbone; Duran; Horowitz; Sinclair* (*) Non-Board Member 
 
Five members constitute a quorum for this committee; a quorum was not achieved. 
___________________________________________________________________________  

AGENDA 
Meeting Called to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 P.M. 
 

1. NYC Early Intervention Program: 
Presented by: Dolores Giurdanella, Director of Regional Office Operations  
Sharon Gooding, Director of the Brooklyn Regional Office 
Representatives from the NYC Health Department Division of Family and Child Health 
presented an overview of the NYC Early Intervention (EI) Program and Developmental 
Monitoring services. Presenters included Dolores Giurdanellaand Sharon Gooding.  
 
Topics discussed included: 

• Purpose and history of the Early Intervention Program 
• Eligibility and referral process for children from birth to age three 
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• Developmental Monitoring services for at-risk children 
• Statistics on NYC EI referrals and services 
• Service coordination and evaluation procedures 
• Individualized Family Service Plans (IFSPs) 
• Transition planning for children aging out of EI services 
• Resources available for families, providers, and community organizations 

 
The committee also reviewed the new online referral portal and outreach efforts to 
connect families with developmental support services.  
 
Open Discussion 
During discussion following the presentation on the NYC Early Intervention Program, 
several community members voiced concerns regarding lengthy turnaround times in 
receiving responses and services after referrals are made. Members stated that delays can 
create significant interruptions in obtaining necessary support for children during critical 
developmental periods. 
Representatives from the agency acknowledged these concerns and emphasized the 
importance of continued parent and provider advocacy throughout the process. The 
presenters stressed that if initial supports or interventions are not adequately addressing a 
child’s needs, families and providers should continue escalating concerns and requesting 
additional evaluations or services as appropriate. 
 

2. Bushwick Library Construction and Interim Services Update: 
Representatives from the Brooklyn Public Library presented updates regarding the 
temporary closure of the Bushwick Library branch for major capital improvements.  
 
Topics discussed included: 

• Roof repairs and installation of a new HVAC system 
• Anticipated 18-month construction timeline 
• Final day of public service scheduled for June 5, 2026 
• Continued use of the site as a poll location on June 23, 2026 before construction 

begins 
• Interim community services including: 

o Weekly bookmobile service 
o Community tabling and outreach 
o Partnerships with local organizations 
o Programming at schools and community centers 
o Plans for a temporary interim library space if feasible 

Representatives emphasized ongoing efforts to maintain library access and programming 
throughout the closure period.  
 
Open Discussion 
Following the presentation regarding the temporary closure of the Bushwick Library 
branch, community members voiced strong opposition and concern about the closure, 
emphasizing the library’s importance as a critical educational, cultural, and community 
resource for local residents. Attendees expressed concern about reduced access to books, 
programming, internet services, and safe community space during the construction 
period. 
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Representatives from the library acknowledged these concerns and stated that they are 
actively exploring alternative locations and additional methods to continue serving the 
community throughout the closure. The library discussed plans for interim programming, 
book distribution efforts, bookmobile service, community partnerships, and potential 
temporary spaces to help maintain access to library resources and services while 
construction is underway. 
 
Motion 
A motion was made by Giovanni D’Amato and seconded by Karina Aguilar requesting 
that the NYC Department of Design and Construction (DDC) present to the full 
Community Board 1 and the Education Committee within one month of the start of 
construction to provide an anticipated project timeline and expected completion schedule 
for the Bushwick Library renovations. 
Due to the absence of a quorum, the motion was passed by vote of acclamation. All four 
committee members present supported the motion. 
 
Open Agenda 
Lloyd Feng, Chair of the Human Services Committee, shared information regarding two 
important child savings and investment initiatives: NYC Kids RISE and Trump 
Accounts. The committee discussed the potential impact these programs could have on 
students and families within the district. Committee members agreed to review the 
provided materials further and explore inviting speakers and representatives to present on 
these topics at a future Education Committee meeting. 
 
NYC Kids RISE 
The NYC Kids RISE Save for College Program automatically enrolls K–4 students 
attending NYC public schools, including participating charter schools, into a free NYC 
Scholarship Account seeded with $100 regardless of family income or immigration 
status. Funds are invested in a 529 college savings account managed by NYC Kids RISE, 
and families may earn up to an additional $175 through participation incentives and 
program milestones. 
The funds may be used for a variety of post-secondary educational expenses including 
four-year colleges, community colleges, trade schools, and apprenticeship programs. 
Discussion centered around opportunities for Community Board 1 to help promote 
awareness of the program among local families, schools, community organizations, and 
businesses. Members also discussed the possibility of encouraging local businesses and 
community partners in Williamsburg and Greenpoint to directly invest in children and 
families through the initiative. 
 
Trump Accounts 
The committee also reviewed information regarding Trump Accounts, established under 
the One Big Beautiful Bill Act signed on July 4, 2025. The program creates tax-deferred 
investment accounts for children under 18 years old. Parents, relatives, employers, 
nonprofits, and other contributors may deposit up to $5,000 annually into the accounts. 
Children born between January 1, 2025 and December 31, 2028 who are U.S. citizens 
with valid Social Security numbers receive a one-time federal seed contribution of 
$1,000. Upon the child turning 18, the account converts into an IRA and becomes subject 
to standard IRA withdrawal rules. 
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Committee members discussed the program as another possible avenue for building long-
term partnerships with businesses and organizations interested in supporting local 
children and families through financial investment opportunities. 

 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 7:15 P.M. 
 



English
School Year 2025-2026

When can I activate my child’s free NYC Scholarship Account?

Who can participate?

As of school year 2025-2026, students in kindergarten through fourth grade at NYC public schools 
(including participating charter schools) are eligible to participate in the Program, no matter what their 
family income or immigration status is.
Because the Program was piloted in geographic School District 30 starting in 2017, every kindergarten 
through fifth-grade student in the 39 pilot schools is eligible to participate.

Eligible children are automatically enrolled and receive 
a free NYC Scholarship Account with an initial $100 
unless their parents or guardians choose not to participate 
and opt out. Families can earn up to $175 in rewards 
by completing steps, and communities can support by 
contributing additional money to groups of children’s NYC 
Scholarship Accounts through Community Scholarships. 
Funds allocated to NYC Scholarship Accounts are invested 
in a 529 account that is owned and managed by NYC Kids 
RISE on behalf of participating students.
After activating their child’s NYC Scholarship Account, 
families can open and connect a separate college and 
career savings account that they own for the benefit of 
their child. Then, they can start saving money in ways and 
amounts that make sense for their financial circumstances.

How does the Program work?

The NYC Kids RISE Save for College Program 
provides families, schools, and communities 
with a way to work together to save for and 
invest in their children’s futures.
It is a scholarship and savings program 
designed to make college and career training 
more accessible for public school students. 
The Program was created so that every 
NYC public school student can dream big, 
build financial assets for college and career 
training, and receive community support 
along the way. NYC Kids RISE, a non-profit 
organization, manages the Save for College 
Program in partnership with NYC Public 
Schools and the City of New York.

What is the Save for College Program?

My child is starting kindergarten or entering 
grades 1-4 in a NYC public school (or participating 

charter school) for the first time

My child is currently in 1st, 2nd, 3rd, or 4th 
grade and attended a NYC public school  
(or participating charter school) in the  

2024-2025 school year
You can activate and view your child’s NYC 

Scholarship Account in January 2026! Your school 
and NYC Kids RISE will notify you when your child’s 

account is ready.
If you already activated an NYC Scholarship 

Account for another child, you will be able to log 
back in to Savings Tracker at nyckr.org/intro-login 

and add your newly eligible child in January.

Congratulations! If you did not opt out of the 
Program, your child already has a free NYC 

Scholarship Account with an initial $100 for 
college and career training. Take the steps below 

to activate and view the account and earn an 
additional $25.

For now, learn more about the Program 
at nyckidsrise.org or join a virtual 
workshop at nyckr.org/events-cal.

Visit nyckr.org/st-register. Enter your 
child’s home ZIP code, date of birth, 
and Student ID Number. Then, click 
“Submit.” You can also ask your school 
for support!

nyckidsrise.org | info@nyckidsrise.org | 833-543-7473

http://nyckr.org/intro-login
http://nyckidsrise.org
http://nyckr.org/events-cal
http://nyckr.org/st-register
http://nyckidsrise.org
mailto:info%40nyckidsrise.org?subject=
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able to use the funds already in their  
NYC Scholarship Account, but will not be 
eligible to earn any additional rewards. 

4.	How does having an NYC Scholarship 
Account affect qualification for public 
benefits?
Because NYC Scholarship Accounts are 
owned and managed by NYC Kids RISE, 
having this scholarship account does not 
impact a student’s or family’s application for 
public benefits. If a family saves money in 
their own college and career savings account, 
that asset may impact certain benefits. 

5.	How does having an NYC Scholarship 
Account affect qualification for  
financial aid?
Because NYC Scholarship Accounts are 
owned and managed by NYC Kids RISE, 
having this scholarship account does not 
impact a student’s eligibility for financial 
aid while the money is in the account. As 
your child gets closer to college and career 
training, NYC Kids RISE will provide more 
information about how using the scholarship 
account money for your child’s education 
could impact their eligibility for financial aid 
once the money is spent. There may or may 
not be an impact. If a family saves money in 
their own college and career savings account, 
these savings may impact the student’s 
financial aid package.

1.	 What can money in the NYC Scholarship 
Account be used for?
Money in the NYC Scholarship Account is 
invested in a 529 account and can be used 
for a variety of higher education expenses at 
any eligible institution in the U.S. and abroad. 
In addition to traditional four-year colleges 
and universities, other types of eligible 
institutions include community colleges, 
trade and vocational schools, eligible 
apprenticeship programs, and online degree 
programs. The scholarship funds can be used 
for tuition, fees, equipment, some room-and-
board expenses, and even textbooks, which 
are often not covered by other scholarships. 

2.	How does immigration status affect my 
ability to participate?
It doesn’t! All eligible students can 
participate in the Save for College Program 
regardless of immigration status. Families do 
not need to provide a Social Security Number 
(SSN) or Individual Taxpayer Identification 
Number (ITIN) for their child to be enrolled in 
the Program and receive an NYC Scholarship 
Account. 

3.	What happens to my child’s scholarship 
account if we leave our current school 
district before my child graduates from 
high school?
Once your child has received an NYC 
Scholarship Account, they continue to have 
access to that account if they move to any 
other public district or charter school in New 
York City. Your child will also continue to be 
eligible for all the benefits that come with 
participating. If your child leaves the NYC 
public school system, your child will still be 

For more details about the Save 
for College Program and additional 
frequently asked questions, please  
visit nyckr.org/faq.

Talk to your child’s school or contact NYC Kids RISE.Questions?

Most Frequently Asked Questions

nyckidsrise.org | info@nyckidsrise.org | 833-543-7473

http://nyckr.org/faq
http://nyckidsrise.org
mailto:info%40nyckidsrise.org?subject=


All families with kindergarten, first grade, 
second grade, third grade, or fourth grade 
students enrolled in NYC public schools 
(including participating charter schools) 
are eligible to participate in the Save for 
College Program, no matter their income 
or immigration status.

If eligible, your child will be automatically 
enrolled in the Program unless you choose 
not to participate and opt out. 

Once enrolled, you will receive a Welcome 
Booklet with information on how to activate 
your child’s free NYC Scholarship Account, 
which will have an initial $100 from  
NYC Kids RISE on your child’s behalf.

After you activate your child’s NYC 
Scholarship Account, you can complete 
other foundational steps—known as 
Building Blocks—to earn additional 
rewards. 

Money in the NYC Scholarship Accounts 
can be used for a variety of college or 
career training expenses.

5.	

4.	

3.	

2.	

1.	

Top 5 Things 
Families Should Know

Frequently Asked Questions
About the Save for College Program

nyckidsrise.org 
833-543-7473

School Year 2025-2026



2. Why was the Save for College 
Program created?
It can be difficult to save for a child’s educational 
future. For many families, sending their children 
to college may seem out of reach. NYC Kids RISE, 
in partnership with the City of New York and NYC 
Public Schools, started the Save for College Program 
to support families to begin saving and planning for 
college and career training from their child’s very first 
days of school. Research shows that children with a 
college savings account of between $1 and $500 are 
three times more likely to enroll in college and more 
than four times more likely to graduate. Research 
also shows that children who attend college earn a 
significantly higher salary over their lifetimes and 
are less likely to be unemployed.

3. Who is eligible to participate in 
the Save for College Program?
As of school year 2025 through 2026, every 
kindergarten, first grade, second grade, third grade, 
and fourth grade student enrolled in an NYC public 
school (including participating charter schools) 
can participate, no matter their family’s income or 
immigration status.

Every kindergarten through fifth-grade student in 
the 39 pilot schools in geographic School District 30 
is eligible to participate.

Eligible students must attend a participating 
school for at least 60 days to be enrolled in the 
Save for College Program. Unless you have chosen 
to opt out of the Program, your eligible child will 
be automatically enrolled in the Save for College 

1. What is the NYC Kids RISE Save 
for College Program?
The NYC Kids RISE Save for College Program is a 
scholarship and savings program designed to make 
college and career training more accessible for all 
NYC public school students, no matter their family 
income or immigration status.

Starting in kindergarten, every student enrolled in 
NYC public schools (including participating charter 
schools) automatically receives an NYC Scholarship 
Account with an initial $100 for their future higher 
education, unless their parents or guardians “opt 
out” of the Save for College Program. Families 
can earn additional scholarship rewards that will 
be allocated to this account by opening and/or 
connecting a college and career savings account 
that they own for the benefit of their child through 
the Program. Then, families can start saving in 
ways and amounts that make sense for their 
financial circumstances. Communities can also 
contribute additional money to groups of students’ 
NYC Scholarship Accounts through Community 
Scholarships to demonstrate their community’s 
support for every child’s success.

The funds allocated to the NYC Scholarship  
Accounts are invested in an account in New York’s 
529 College Savings Program Direct Plan1 that is 
owned and managed by NYC Kids RISE, a nonprofit 
organization, on behalf of participating students.

1   |   Frequently Asked Questions 833-543-7473  |  nyckidsrise.org

1 NYC Kids RISE is neither affiliated with, nor an authorized distributor of, New York’s 529 College Savings Program and 
does not solicit investments or provide investment advice. The City of New York and the NYC Department of Education 
offer no endorsement or recommendation about, and do not control, own or are affiliated with the NY 529 Program 
Manager and any particular college savings or other investment vehicle, including ones which families may learn about 
through the Save for College Program.
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Scholarship Accounts, which can only be used 
for qualified higher education expenses by the 
participating student when they graduate. Over 
time, NYC Kids RISE will offer opportunities for your 
family to earn more money for your child’s NYC 
Scholarship Account. Community organizations, 
businesses, neighbors, and others can also add to 
groups of students’ NYC Scholarship Accounts to 
help your child reach their college and career goals. 

NYC Kids RISE, a nonprofit organization, owns 
and manages the scholarship funds on behalf of 
participating students, and invests the funds in the 
NY 529 Direct Plan, a type of investment account 
specifically designed to help save for higher 
education. NYC Scholarship Accounts can gain 
or lose money over time, depending on financial 
markets and the performance of the investment. 

If you are the parent or guardian of an eligible child, 
as long as you do not opt out of the Program, NYC 
Kids RISE will create and fund this NYC Scholarship 
Account on your child’s behalf. You will receive a 
Welcome Booklet from NYC Kids RISE when your 
child’s NYC Scholarship Account is created. 

To activate and view the scholarship funds allocated 
to your child’s NYC Scholarship Account over time:

•	 You will NOT be required to deposit money

•	 You will NOT be required to provide your 
Social Security Number (SSN), Individual 
Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN), bank 
account, or credit card information

•	 You will NOT be required to provide economic 
or immigration status information 

•	 There is NO maximum or minimum income to 
participate

Program in September or January. NYC Kids RISE 
will create an NYC Scholarship Account with an 
initial $100 on your child’s behalf.

4. How do I participate?
If your child is eligible, it’s easy to get started with 
the Save for College Program! Here’s how:

•	 Simply take no action when you receive notice 
from your child’s school that the Opt-out Period 
has started (you will receive information about 
the Opt-out Process at that time). 

•	 After the Opt-out Period is over, your child 
will be automatically enrolled in the Save 
for College Program and NYC Kids RISE will 
create an NYC Scholarship Account with an 
initial $100 on your child’s behalf. 

•	 You will receive a Welcome Booklet with 
additional information and instructions from 
NYC Kids RISE. If you do not opt out in the fall, 
you should expect to be able to activate your 
child’s account starting in January of the new 
year. (The timeframe of when you can activate 
your child’s account may vary if you enroll at a 
later date.)

•	 After receiving your Welcome Booklet, go to 
nyckr.org/activate-faq to activate your child’s 
NYC Scholarship Account. After you register 
or login to the online platform, Savings 
Tracker, you will be able to track your child’s 
NYC Scholarship Account over time. You will 
also receive information about how to take 
other foundational steps in the Program.

5. How does the “scholarship” part 
of the Save for College Program 
work?
Once your child is enrolled in the Program, NYC 
Kids RISE will create an NYC Scholarship Account 
and automatically allocate $100 toward your child’s 
educational future. Parents and guardians cannot 
make deposits to or withdrawals from the NYC 



7. How does the “savings” part of 
the Save for College Program work? 
After your child receives their NYC Scholarship 
Account, you will receive more information on how 
to create a college and career savings plan that is 
right for you and your family. To build on the money 
invested for your child’s NYC Scholarship Account, 
you can open and/or connect a college and career 
savings account that you own for the benefit of your 
child through the Program. 

Unlike the NYC Scholarship Account that is owned 
and managed by NYC Kids RISE, your family owns 
your connected account. You, your relatives, and 
your friends can contribute directly to this account. 
Depending on which type of savings account you 
choose, your family can track your own savings 
balance along with your child’s NYC Scholarship 
Account online, through the NYC Kids RISE Savings 
Tracker.

Learn about your savings account options by visiting 
nyckr.org/options-faq, attending an NYC Kids RISE 
virtual workshop at nyckr.org/events-faq, calling 
our hotline at 833-KID-RISE (833-543-7473), 
emailing us at info@nyckidsrise.org, or making 
an appointment to speak with an NYC Kids RISE 
representative. 

You can also make a free financial counseling 
appointment at an NYC Financial Empowerment 
Center. Book an appointment at nyc.gov/talkmoney.

3   |   Frequently Asked Questions 833-543-7473  |  nyckidsrise.org

My child recently started 
kindergarten, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, or 4th 
Grade in an NYC public school  
(or participating charter school) 
for the first time in fall 2025

You can activate and view your child’s 
NYC Scholarship Account starting in 
January 2026! Your school and NYC 
Kids RISE will notify you when your 
child’s account is ready to activate.
If you already activated an NYC 
Scholarship Account for another child, 
you will be able to log back in at  
nyckr.org/log-in-faq to the Savings 
Tracker and add your newly eligible child 
in January.

For now, learn more about 
the Program at  
nyckr.org/start-faq or 
join a virtual workshop at 
nyckr.org/events-faq. 

My child is currently in 1st, 
2nd, 3rd, or 4th grade and they 
attended an NYC public school  
(or participating charter school)  
in School Year 2024-2025

If you did not opt out of the Program, 
your child already has a free NYC 
Scholarship Account with an initial 
$100 for college and career training. 
Take the steps below to activate 
and view the account and earn an 
additional $25.

Visit nyckr.org/register-faq. 
Enter your child’s home 
ZIP code, date of birth, and 
Student ID Number. Then, 
click “Submit.” You can 
also ask your school for 
support!

6. When can I activate my child’s 
free NYC Scholarship Account?
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8. What can the money in the NYC 
Scholarship Account be used for?
Money in the NYC Scholarship Account is invested 
in the NY 529 Direct Plan and can be used for a 
variety of qualified higher education expenses. Even 
though the 529 account is called a college savings 
account, the account can be used to pay for qualified 
higher-education expenses at any eligible institution 
in the U.S. and abroad. In addition to traditional four-
year colleges and universities, other types of eligible 
institutions include community colleges, trade and 
vocational schools, eligible apprenticeship programs, 
and online degree programs. The scholarship funds 
can be used for tuition, fees, equipment, some 
room-and-board expenses, and even textbooks, 
which are often not covered by other scholarships. 
Visit nysaves.org for a full list of qualifying higher 
education expenses.

If a student in the Program does not claim their NYC 
Scholarship Account funds within 20 years after 
they complete kindergarten, then those funds will 
go back to NYC Kids RISE to support future Save for 
College Program students.

Money in the NYC Scholarship Account cannot 
be used for any kindergarten through grade 12 
expenses, including those that qualify under federal 
law.

9. If I do not opt out, what 
information does NYC Kids RISE 
receive about my child and me 
to enroll my child in the Save for 
College Program?
NYC Kids RISE receives the following information 
from NYC Public Schools for every participating 
student: 

•	 Student identification number that is unique 
to the Program;

•	 Student’s full name;
•	 Student’s birth date;
•	 Student’s home address;
•	 Whether the student’s home address changes;
•	 Student’s home phone number;
•	 Student’s school name;
•	 Student’s current grade level;
•	 Language(s) spoken at student’s home;
•	 Transfers made to other schools, if any, both 

inside and outside the NYC public school 
system.

NYC Kids RISE also receives the following  
information for up to two parents or guardians per 
participating student:

•	 Parent identification number unique to the 
Program;

•	 Parent or guardian full name;
•	 Parent or guardian email address;
•	 Parent or guardian cell and/or other phone 

number.

This is similar information to what you submit 
on the “blue card” when you enroll your child in 
school. This data allows NYC Kids RISE to set up an 
NYC Scholarship Account for every participating 
child and make an initial allocation of $100 toward 
each one. NYC Kids RISE follows strict privacy and 
confidentiality guidelines for all family information.



13. How does immigration status 
affect my ability to participate? 
It doesn’t! All eligible students can participate in the 
Save for College Program regardless of immigration 
status. 

Families do not need to provide a Social Security 
Number (SSN) or Individual Taxpayer Identification 
Number (ITIN) for their child to be enrolled in the 
Program and receive an NYC Scholarship Account. 

However, when considering whether to open a 
college and career savings account that you own for 
the benefit of your child to save alongside the NYC 
Scholarship Account, please note that the savings 
account options do require either an SSN or an 
ITIN to open. In addition, if you choose to open and 
connect a NY 529 Direct Plan as your savings option, 
you must meet the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
definition of U.S. citizen or permanent resident with 
a verified U.S. address.

You do not need to open your own account for your 
child to receive the free NYC Scholarship Account 
that is created and managed by NYC Kids RISE on 
your child’s behalf.

14. How does having an NYC 
Scholarship Account affect 
qualification for public benefits? 
Because the NYC Scholarship Accounts are 
owned and managed by NYC Kids RISE, having a 
scholarship account does not impact a student’s or 
family’s application for public benefits. If a family 
saves money in their own college and career savings 
account, that asset may impact certain benefits. 
For more information on how contributing to your 
own college and career savings account may impact 
your benefits, visit nyckr.org/infomaterials-faq and 
download “The Save for College Program and Public 
Benefits” handout for more information.

10. What if I don’t want to 
participate? 
To tell your school that you do not want your child 
to be enrolled in the Save for College Program, you 
must return a signed opt-out form or opt out in 
your NYC Schools Account within a 30-day period. 
Taking either of these actions means your child will 
not receive an NYC Scholarship Account, the initial 
$100 investment, or future funds. Please refer to 
your child’s opt-out form or visit nyckr.org/NYCPS 
for specific details.

11. If I choose not to participate in 
the Save for College Program now, 
can I enroll my child at a later date?
Yes, parents and guardians who opted out but 
later change their minds and would like their 
child to participate can re-enroll at a later date. 
Families have until the end of their child’s fifth-
grade year to re-enroll. Visit nyckr.org/NYCPS  
for specific details.

12. Can I cancel my child’s 
participation in the Save for 
College Program after the Opt Out 
Notice deadline?
Yes, you may cancel your child’s participation after 
being  initially  enrolled. Visit nyckr.org/NYCPS for 
specific details and instructions.

833-543-7473  |  nyckidsrise.org5   |   Frequently Asked Questions
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LEARN MORE: Talk to your child’s school or 
contact NYC Kids RISE at 833-543-7473 or  
info@nyckidsrise.org or visit nyckidsrise.org.

 
NYC Kids RISE is a nonprofit organization working 
with the City of New York and NYC Public Schools (the 
NYC Department of Education) to manage the Save for 
College Program.

The NYC Kids RISE Save for College Program is a 
scholarship and savings program administered by NYC 
Kids RISE Inc., a nonprofit, in partnership with the NYC 
Department of Education and the City of New York.

15. How does having an NYC 
Scholarship Account affect 
qualification for financial aid? 
Because the NYC Scholarship Accounts are owned 
and managed by NYC Kids RISE, having a scholarship 
account does not impact a student’s eligibility for 
financial aid while the money is in the account.  
As your child gets closer to college and career 
training, NYC Kids RISE will provide more  
information about how using the scholarship 
account money for your child’s education could 
impact their eligibility for financial aid once the 
money is spent. There may or may not be an impact.

If a family saves money in their own college and 
career savings account, these savings may impact the 
student’s financial aid package. For more information 
on how contributing to your own college and career 
savings account could impact your child’s eligibility 
for financial aid under current financial aid rules, visit  
nyckr.org/infomaterials-faq and download “The 
Save for College Program and Impact on Future 
Financial Aid” handout for more information. Please 
note that these financial aid rules often change over 
time.

16. Will this scholarship prohibit 
my child from receiving other 
scholarships in the future?
Having an NYC Scholarship Account and receiving 
Community Scholarship(s) through the NYC Kids 
RISE Save for College Program should not prohibit 
your child from receiving other types of scholarships 
through other programs and organizations in the 
future, though that may depend on the terms of 
those other scholarships. Please review the terms 
of those scholarships. 

17. What if my child does not go to 
college?
If a child in the Save for College Program does not 
attend a college or university, the money in their 
NYC Scholarship Account can still be used for fees 
and qualified expenses at trade and vocational 
schools, eligible apprenticeship programs, and 
online degree programs. If a student in the 
Program does not claim their NYC Scholarship 
Account funds to cover qualified higher education 
expenses at any eligible institution within 20 years 
after they complete kindergarten, then those funds 
will go back to NYC Kids RISE to support future 
Save for College Program students.
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Introduction: 1)  Name and title   2)Name and title





Objectives

I. The Purpose of the Early Intervention 
(EI) Program

II. The Developmental Monitoring Unit
III. The Early Intervention Process 
IV. NYC Bureau of Early Intervention 

resources
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Presentation Notes
This presentation will cover:

The purpose of the Early Intervention Program
Early Intervention program process 
and resources that are available to providers and their families



The Early Intervention Program 

The Early Intervention Program (EIP) works 
with families to provide service coordination, 
evaluation, therapeutic and educational 
services to infants and toddlers with 
developmental delays or disabilities. 

 The Program also provides Developmental 
Monitoring to children at risk of developing a 
delay.
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Presentation Notes
The Early Intervention Program (EIP) works with families to provide evaluation, therapeutic and educational services to infants and toddlers with developmental delays or disabilities. 
The Program also provides Developmental Monitoring to children at risk of developing a delay.




History of New York’s 
Early Intervention Program

Federal
Part C of 

IDEA

NY State 
DOH

Article 25 
PHL

NYC 
DOH
BEI

5 Boroughs

31 years!

1986 1993 1993
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Presentation Notes
Federal: Congress established the Early Intervention Program (EIP) in 1986 as Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act or IDEA

NY State: The EIP was established in Article 25 of the Public Health Law in July 1993 and is administered by the NY State Department of Health

NY City: The NYC EIP is in the NYC Health Department; services provided in the five boroughs




The NYC Early Intervention Program is a federal program that has been around for almost 30 years. In 1986, Congress established EIP as part of the Individual with disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Part C.  In July 1993, EIP was established in Public Health Law Article 25 and administered by the NY State Department of Health. In NYC,  the Department of Health is the lead agency.



NYC Early Intervention 
Program (EIP) Statistics

• Administered by NYC Health Department with approximately 220 staff 
in six locations that include five regional borough offices.

• New York State Department of Health (SDOH) contracts with about 
170 provider agencies for service coordination, evaluation and services 
in NYC with about 7,000 interventionists.

• Nearly 32,000 children were referred to EI or Developmental 
Monitoring (Child Find) in 2025.

• Almost 50,000 children received one or more EI services: service 
coordination, evaluation, and/or services 

5

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 Let’s discuss some EIP statistics.
Administered by NYC Health Department with  approximately 220 staff in six locations that include five regional borough offices.
New York State Dept. of Health contracts with about 170 provider agencies for service coordination, evaluation and services in NYC with about 7,000 interventionists.
Over 30,000 children were referred to EI or Developmental Monitoring (Child Find) during Fiscal Year 2021.

Almost 50,000 children received one or more EI services: service coordination, evaluation, and/or services in NYC.

Spends over $450 million per year on services to children with developmental delays and disabilities.




Program General Info

  Birth to three
 Available to all families regardless of

• Race 
• Ethnicity
• Immigration status 

 Services are provided at no out-of-pocket 
cost to families

 Family’s participation is voluntary and 
confidential.

 To receive NYC Early Intervention (EI) 
services, families must reside within the five 
boroughs.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Early Intervention serves children from zero to 3.  It is available to all NYC families regardless of race, ethnicity, income and immigration status.  Children do not have to be a citizen to receive services.  

Services are provided at no out-of-pocket cost to families

Family’s participation is voluntary and confidential.

To receive NYC Early Intervention (EI) services, families must reside within the five boroughs




Early Help Matters!

According to Zero to Three, 1 in 3 infants and toddlers who receive
Early Intervention services did not need special education later
in preschool.

Intervention is more effective and less costly when it’s provided earlier
rather than later. 

Sources: Zero to Three (2009): https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/83-making-hope-a-reality-
early-intervention-for-infants-and-toddlers-with-disabilities
ECTA: https://ectacenter.org/~pdfs/pubs/importanceofearlyintervention.pdf 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama
networkopen/fullarticle/2844817
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Presentation Notes
According to Zero to Three, 1 in 3 infants and toddlers who receive
Early intervention services did not need special education later
in preschool.
Intervention is more effective and less costly when it’s provided earlier rather than later.
This is why our brochures say “Early Help Matters!”
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Making Referrals to EI by the Community
[As long as the parent does not object]

Parents

Early 

Intervention

Provider 

Agencies

Family Members

Medical Staff

Social Workers

Child Care Providers

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The New York City Health Department Early Intervention Program has launched a new referral process. We will share more about this process on the next slide. 



Online EI Referral Portal
You can now make a 
referral to Early 
Intervention or 
Developmental 
Monitoring anytime 
from your computer, 
smartphone, or other 
mobile device



Online EI Referral Portal

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 Have the following information available:
Child's full name
Child's date of birth, race and ethnicity, sex at birth
Address and ZIP code where the child lives 
Child’s first language
Parent phone number and email address*
Parent name and address 
Reason for referral
Additional information to have available but not required:
Child’s doctor name and contact information 





EI Hotline staff conduct 
interview of ACS staff 

to determine 
developmental 

concern

Call made to Hotline 
for referral to Early 
Intervention by ACS 

Staff

Child at risk for 
delay

Suspected delay 
or diagnosed 

condition

Referral sent to 
Regional Office 

Referral sent to 
Developmental 
Monitoring for 

surveillance

ACS Hotline Intake Process



At-Risk Children

 Developmental Monitoring (DM) tracks children who are at-
risk for delay, but who might not currently show delays that 
would make them eligible for EI services.

Examples of at-risk conditions:
•No initial newborn hearing screening, or failed screening
•Lead exposure
•Parental substance abuse
•10 or more days in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU)
•Homelessness
•Abuse or neglect
•No prenatal care
•Low birth weight (less than 3.4 lbs.)
•Premature birth (less than 33 weeks)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Developmental Monitoring (DM) tracks children who are at-risk for delay and are not eligible to receive EI services.

Examples of at-risk children:
Has missed or failed an initial newborn hearing screening
Lead Exposure
Parental Substance Abuse
10 or more days in the NICU (Neonatal Intensive Care Unit)
Homelessness
Abused or neglected child
No prenatal care
Low birth weight (less than 3.4 lbs.)
Premature birth (less than 33 weeks)




6 months

4 months

How does Developmental Monitoring work? 

Developmental  Monitoring (DM) 
(EI Child Find)

Referral 

DM Specialist

Parent

scores 4-month 
ASQCompletes and 

mails back 

the 4-month 

ASQ

Referral

EI Process for Evaluation

at risk

Completes and 

mails back

With parental consent, child 
referred to EI for evaluation if:

1. ASQ atypical or

2. Parent requests referral

Child’s age

30 months

24 months

18 months

12 months

6 months

4 months

scores 6-month 
ASQ

12 months

18 months

24 months

30 months

Example: A 4-month old child who is

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Developmental Monitoring (DM) Unit:
Mails the parent the Ages & Stages questionnaire to complete at regular intervals. Completing developmental screenings using standardized tools like the Ages and Stages Questionnaire help to identify infants and toddlers that have developmental delays as early as possible.

The questionnaire is scored and a DM staff member calls the parent to provide feedback this will continue…
When there is a significant change in the child’s development, the staff member will discuss with the parents whether they would like their child referred to the Early Intervention Program for an evaluation.

If the parent consent for an evaluation, the DM will then transfer the case to the Citywide Early Intervention Referral Unit to be assign an Initial Service Coordination Agency.

ASQs can be done over the phone as well.




1

2

3

4

5

Referral (call 311,visit the referral portal website 

or scan QR code on our webpage)

Service Coordination 

Evaluation-Determines eligibility for

                  the program

Individualized Family Service Plan Meeting-

                   Determine services

Transition

Steps in Early Intervention Process



Initial Service Coordination

 The Citywide Early Intervention Referral Unit assigns Initial Service 
Coordination Agency that will assign an Initial Service Coordinator 
(ISC) to the family.  The ISC will:   

• Explain the program and the process to parent(s)
• Assist parent(s) in choosing an EI evaluation agency
• Help the family plan next steps

 The service coordinator works with the family to ensure that the EIP is 
working for them.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If a child has a suspected delay, the referral is faxed to Citywide Early Intervention Referral Unit.  The unit will assign an Initial Service Coordination Agency that will assign an Initial Service Coordinator (ISC) to the family.  The ISC will :   
Explains the program and the process to parent(s)
Assist parent(s) in choosing an EI evaluation 
Helps the family plan next steps.

Essentially, the Initial Service Coordinator guides the family through the EI process to ensure their needs are being met and their questions are answered. 



Multidisciplinary Evaluations to
Determine Eligibility for EI

• Bilingual when appropriate
• The Multidisciplinary Evaluation 
 (MDE) includes:

– Assessment of the child’s level of functioning in 
the five areas of development:

• Physical (including vision and hearing)
• Cognitive
• Communication
• Social/Emotional
• Adaptive

– Evaluation of transportation needs
• Childcare provider may participate, with parental 

consent

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The ISC will arrange for the evaluation. It is bilingual when appropriate. It will be a multi-disciplinary evaluation where all five areas of development are assessed including transportation needs. Evaluation will take place in the child’s natural environment (give example).  The childcare provider can participate, if the family consents.



“Eligible” vs. “Not Eligible”

Referral

Initial Service Coordination

Evaluation
(Eligibility Determination)

Eligibility Not Eligible

Closure
Developmental

Monitoring
Eligible

Individualized Family Service 
Plan (IFSP)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For children not eligible after the evaluation for Early Intervention services, parents have two options. Closing the child’s EI case or referring the child to Developmental Monitoring. When a child is found eligible,  an IFSP or the Individualized Family Service Pan will be created for the child.



Individualized Family Services Plan 
(IFSP) for Eligible Children

Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) 
meeting must be held within 45 days of the 
referral. 

Parents’ concerns, priorities, and resources 
reviewed to develop the functional outcomes

The following must attend the IFSP meeting:
• The parent(s) 
• The initial Service Coordinator
• The Early Intervention Official Designee 

(EIOD) 
• A representative from the Evaluation 

team
• Any other people the family would like to 

attend the meeting

The IFSP
Meeting

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When a child is found eligible for the program, a service plan is created at an IFSP meeting  (Individualized Family Services Plan).
Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) meeting must be held within 45 days of the referral. 

The IFSP meeting will consist of the parents , a DOH representative: the Early Intervention Official Designee or EIOD, a representative from the evaluation team, the Initial Service Coordinator, and anyone the family would like to attend (e.g., grand parent, the child care teacher, etc.)

It is at this meeting, the IFSP team will consider the parents’ concerns, priorities, and resources and results of the evaluation to develop the functional outcomes.  The functional outcomes are guided by the parent’s CPR which makes it family-centered.  The functional outcomes are review every six months. 

It is at this meeting the IFSP is authorized by the parent and the EIOD.
Review the information gathered about the child and discuss family’s resources, concerns and other needs.
Families are important and as partners, their role and involvement will be discussed.
Explain who will provide what services, where and how often.
Appoint an ONGOING SERVICE COORDINATOR.








Example of Family 
Concern, Priorities, and Resources 
Form

• Completed by the Initial 
Service Coordinator with 
the family

• Reviewed by the EIOD

• Used to create the 
functional outcomes at 
the IFSP meeting

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is an example of the Concerns, priorities, and resources form which must be completed by the Initial Service Coordinator and reviewed the Early Intervention Official Designee before the Individualized Family Service Plan meeting.  As aforementioned, the information in this forms will inform the creation of the functional outcomes.  CPRs are completed before each IFSP review.



 Review the information gathered 
about the child and discuss family’s 
resources, concerns and other needs.

Discuss families’ critical role and 
involvement in services.

 Explain who will provide what 
services, where and how often.

 Appoint an Ongoing Service 
Coordinator.

DISCUSSION AT THE IFSP MEETING

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At the IFSP meeting the team will:
Review the information gathered about the child and discuss family’s resources, concerns and other needs.
Family’s role and involvement will be discussed.
 Services, where and how often, will be determined.

EI services can occur such either in the home or in the community.  If it occurs in the community such as childcare. At the IFSP meeting, parents can indicate in a new consent to share plan with their provider.

Community provider and the EI team should be consistently communicating with parents about what successful strategies have been working for the child so that parents can use them at home during their everyday routines too. This way children get many different opportunities to practice during the day.
 lastly at the IFSP  an ONGOING SERVICE COORDINATOR is appointed.




NYC Early Intervention Services

• TYPES OF EI SERVICES:

• Special instruction
• Physical therapy 
• Occupational therapy 
• Speech therapy 
• Social work 
• Assistive technology 
• Respite
• Family training
• Service coordination
• Evaluation
• Counseling

• QUALIFIED PERSONNEL :
• LICENSED OR CERTIFIED

• Early childhood special 
educator (Birth to Grade 2)

• Physical therapist
• Occupational therapist
• Speech-language pathologist
• Social worker
• Nutritionist

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Early Intervention Program offers various services to children and their families. Here is a list of services (call out a few) which are delivered by certified or licensed personnel.  



Preparing Families for 
Transition from the EI Program

• Transition plan is developed for all children aging 
out of EI.

• EI services will end the day before the child’s 3rd 
birthday, unless eligible for Committee on 
Preschool Special Education (CPSE).

8/31

12/319/1 11/10
  D.O.B

1/1 3/16
D.O.B

3/15

11/9

Last EI

Last EI

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Around the time a child turns two, families and their EI team will start working on a transition plan for the family’s next steps after leaving EI. A transition plan is developed for all children aging out of EI.
 The plan may include applying to the Department of Education’s Committee for Preschool Special Education or CPSE. Children will need to be evaluated by DOE to determine their eligibility for CPSE services. In CPSE, there are no service coordinators assigned to families.

EI services will end the day before the child’s 3rd birthday, unless the child is found eligible for CPSE.  For example: (explain the narration from here)

If a child is not eligible for services under the NYC Public School CPSE, the service coordinator can assist parents in identifying and accessing other early childhood services. Parents can also explore other DOE options such as 3-K, Head Start, and child care programs in their community. The plan will include these services and steps to help parents get these services. 

 



Regional Offices

Follow-up questions about a child’s 
case should be directed to the EI 
Regional Office in the borough where 
the child lives.

.Regional Office Phone Numbers

□ Bronx: 718-838-6887
□ Brooklyn: 718-694-6000 
□ Manhattan: 212-436-0900
□ Queens: 718-553-3954
□ Staten Island: 718-568-2300

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Any questions about the child’s case should be directed to the EI Regional Office in the borough where the child lives



This information will be provided in the chat

http://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/health/health-topics/early-intervention-referral-form.page


The BEI Public Health Action Kit page was 
launched in May 2019 and includes:
• Clinician Tool Kit
• Child Care Provider Tool Kit
• Six EI videos with former EI parents – 

share these with parents who want to 
see what EI is about.

• Family-friendly education materials 
about EI and Developmental Monitoring 
are available in ten languages: Spanish, 
Chinese, English, Haitian Creole, Russian, 
French, Bangla, Arabic, Korean, and 
Urdu
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Resources for Parents, Community Partners, Doctors, 

City Agencies, and EI Providers:

The NYC BEI Public Health Action Kit Page

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh
/providers/resources/public-
health-action-kits-early-
intervention.page 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BEI Public Health Action Kit includes information for both clinicians and non-clinicians such as videos, brochures, and family education materials.  You can access the site by going to the link provided on the slide.  We will copy the link to the chat to access this site.

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/providers/resources/public-health-action-kits-early-intervention.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/providers/resources/public-health-action-kits-early-intervention.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/providers/resources/public-health-action-kits-early-intervention.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/providers/resources/public-health-action-kits-early-intervention.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/providers/resources/public-health-action-kits-early-intervention.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/providers/resources/public-health-action-kits-early-intervention.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/providers/resources/public-health-action-kits-early-intervention.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/providers/resources/public-health-action-kits-early-intervention.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/providers/resources/public-health-action-kits-early-intervention.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/providers/resources/public-health-action-kits-early-intervention.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/providers/resources/public-health-action-kits-early-intervention.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/providers/resources/public-health-action-kits-early-intervention.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/providers/resources/public-health-action-kits-early-intervention.page
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For Outreach email: EINOW@health.nyc.gov 
EmbeddedCoaching@health.nyc.gov Quality Initiatives:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you want NYC EIP to participate at your outreach event or conduct a presentation at your organization, email EINOW@health.nyc.gov

If you want to learn more about our quality initiatives and professional development opportunities, please contact us at: EmbeddedCoaching@health.nyc.gov 


mailto:EINOW@health.nyc.gov
mailto:EmbeddedCoaching@health.nyc.gov


BUSHWICK LIBRARY
CONSTRUCTION + INTERIM SERVICE UPDATE

COMMUNITY BOARD ONE
EDUCATION AND YOUTH COMMITTEE
MAY 14, 2026



WHY IS THE LIBRARY CLOSING?

ROOF REPAIR

● The  Roof has mostly been he ld up thanks to a tarp 
for years, but that’s not a long-te rm solution!

NEW HEATING AND COOLING SYSTEMS (HVAC)

● The  Bushwick Library will be  in the  ve ry fortunate  
position to have  a new HVAC ready to go while  
the  current one  is still working.



HOW LONG WILL THE LIBRARY BE CLOSED?

NYC Department of Design and Construction (DDC) expects this project to take 18 
months. BPL will need additional time to bring back books and turn the space back 
into a library. 

● Last day of Bushwick Library Public Service: Friday, June 5, 2026

● Although Bushwick Library will close  on June  5, Bushwick Library will be  open as 
a poll site  on Primary Day – June  23, 2026, be fore  active  construction begins.

● There  is an accessibility project currently in-design at Leonard Library. That 
project is at least 18 months from ente ring construction. 



STAYING CONNECTED TO THE COMMUNITY

CURRENT PLANS 

● Bookmobile Service in 
front of the  Bushwick 
Library on Mondays  10AM-
4PM for the  initial closure  
pe riod. 



STAYING CONNECTED TO THE COMMUNITY

CURRENT PLANS

● Weekly tabling outside  the  Bushwick Library on Wednesdays with Community 
Partne rs (exact times TBA)

● Once  Monthly (to start) collaborations with St. Nick’s BK Story Voyager

● Programming at Local community cente rs, schools, e tc.

● Hosting a Book Hub at Moore  St. Marke t



STAYING CONNECTED TO THE COMMUNITY

LONG TERM PLANS

● Ideally, we  hope  to find an inte rim space
○ The  space  does have  to mee t ce rtain requirements for us to use  it, such as mee ting 

accessibility requirements and having space  to be  appropriate ly staffed

● Continuing to work with Community Partne rs
○ We will be  continuously looking for opportunitie s to engage  with and support Community 

Partne rs throughout building closure

● Deposit Collections

● Programming



QUESTIONS

You can also reach out to us with questions that arise after this meeting!

Marc Waldron Michelle Balsan
Bushwick Library Branch Manager Assistant Branch Manager
mwaldron@bklynlibrary.org mbalsan@bklynlibrary.org

Michael Fieni
Government and Community Relations
mfieni@bklynlibrary.org

mailto:mbalsan@bklynlibrary.or
mailto:mfieni@bklynlibrary.org
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June 9, 2026 
COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
Cannabis Review Committee 

 
 

TO: Chairperson Dealice Fuller and CB1 Board Members 
  
  FROM: Mr. William Vega, Committee Chair 
    Mr. Raffaello VanCouten, Committee Co-Chair 
 
  RE:  Cannabis Review Committee Report from May 18, 2026 
 
The Committee met on the evening of May 18, 2026, at the District Office at 435 Graham 
Avenue (Corner of Frost Street), Brooklyn, NY 11211 at 6:00 P.M. 

ATTENDANCE 
Present: Vega, Chair; VanCouten, Co-Chair; Cabrera; Love; Valentin 
Absent: Kaminski; Sofer; Abbott* (*) Non-Board Member 
 
Five members constitute a quorum for this committee; a quorum was achieved. 
___________________________________________________________________________  

AGENDA 
RENEWAL 
 

1. Jean R Levasseur, DBA Twisted Vibration, 301 Broadway, (Retail Dispensary) 
OCM-CAURD-24-000191   
On April 20, 2026, the applicant attended our scheduled Cannabis Review meeting. 
Applicant presented an incomplete application with missing supporting documents. We 
granted the applicant an extension to complete the application package. 
The applicant's rep emailed the district office the requested documents and the office 
forwarded the committee the missing documents.  The committee reviewed the 
documents and voted via email, to approve the processing of the application. 
We recommend OCM, to renew Jean R Levasseur, DBA Twisted Vibration, 301 
Broadway, (OCM-CAURD-24-000191), retail dispensary license. 

 
The Committee vote was four to approve and one to disapprove 



 

 

BUSINESS STRUCTURE CHANGE 
 

2. Fignolecar Inc, DBA Indoor Treez, 175 Grand Street, (Retail Dispensary) 
OCM CAURD 2022-000443 
Changed business name from Fignolecar LLC to Fignolecar Inc.  Business provided 
district office and committee NYS Dept of State document showing legal proof of 
business name change. 
OCM CAURD 2022-000443.   
 
No committee vote was necessary 
 
On Thursday, May 14th our District Manager and I attended an OCM internet meeting. 
OCM is staffed with new personnel, the event was a meet and greet for OCM and CB 
Cannabis Committee Chairs. We advised OCM, we need 90 days to review applications 
and in Brooklyn, CBs are closed for the summer months of July and August. For 
renewals, since OCM reviews the financial books of applicants, they should issue waivers 
to businesses which are struggling to make a profit, regarding sharing revenue with the 
community.  
 
The Committee reviewed one Cannabis Retail Dispensary renewal Application: 
The Committee approved the one renewal application 

              
The next meeting of the Cannabis Review Committee is scheduled as follows: 

 
WHEN:  Monday, June 22, 2026 
TIME: 6:00 PM 
WHERE:  CB1 District Office 

435 Graham Avenue 
(Corner of Frost Street) 
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                                                                                             June 9, 2026 
 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
Environmental Protection Committee 

 

                   TO:    Chairperson Fuller and CB1 Board Members  
 

FROM:  Mr. Stephen Chesler, Committee Chair  
 Environmental Protection Committee  

 
                   RE:  Committee Report from May 19, 2026 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
The Committee met on the evening of May 19, 2026, at 6:15 PM at the CB1 District Office, 435 
Graham Avenue. Brooklyn, NY 11222 

Members: Chesler, Chair; Vega, Co-Chair; Bruzaitis; Espinal; Costa*; Hofmann*; Holowacz*; 
Torres*. (*) Non board committee member. 

(5 Members constitutes a quorum for this committee) 

Present: Chesler, Chair; Costa*; Hofmann*; Torres*. 
Absent: Vega, Co-Chair; Bruzaitis; Espinal; Holowacz*. 
 
4 members were present. A quorum was not achieved. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MEETING 

 

1) National Grid: Address reports of a slowed and problematic remediation process for the 

former Williamsburg Works (Manufactured Gas Plant) site, NYS DEC cleanup Site No. 

224055, at undeveloped sections of Bushwick Inlet Park. 
 
As reported by Committee Chair, Steve Chesler, who serves as Vice-President of Friends of 
Bushwick Inlet, and Katherine Thompson, their president. On hand was Mary Salig, District 

https://williamsburgmgpsite.com/index.html
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/data/DecDocs/224055/
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/data/DecDocs/224055/
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Administrator for NYC Parks, Community District #1. See the attached DEC fact sheet regarding 
this cleanup site. Mr. Chesler and Ms. Thompson attend monthly Bushwick Inlet Park status 
meetings with Council Member Lincoln Restler and his staff, other local elected representatives 
and their staff, NYC Parks Department representatives and numerous participants from NYS 
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC).  
 
Steve Chesler: This cleanup program is taking place on two parcels of land within the development 
of Bushwick Inlet Park (BIP), a future 27-acre public park that is in phased development, bordered 
by the East River, Kent Ave/Franklin Street, N 9th Street and the northern bank of Bushwick Inlet 
beyond N 15th Street. These two specific parcels, referred to as Citi Storage North, are bordered 
by the East River, N 11th Street, N 12th Street and the open 50 Kent section of Bushwick Inlet 
Park along its eastern border. Historically the entire swath of land expanding from the East River 
across Kent Avenue was the site of the Williamsburg Gas Works, a manufactured gas plant where 
coal was burned to produce gas in homes for heating, lighting, etc. Its toxic byproduct is coal tar, 
a viscous non-aqueous phase liquid (NAPL) that does not dissolve in water. It is estimated that the 
coal tar plume permeating the groundwater at this site has migrated to the sites north 
(Bayside/Pratt) and south (Citi Storage South). A site characterization is required at both adjacent 
sites to provide a general determination of the chemical state there as it pertains to coal tar. National 
Grid is the prime responsible party required to perform a remedial investigation and action at Citi 
Storage North, and potentially being responsible for portions of remediation at the adjacent sites. 
As reported in the BIP meetings by CM Restler and DEC, National Grid has been a bad actor in 
this process by moving slowly on required processes, missing deadlines, delaying action and 
results and litigating against the other responsible parties, contributing to further delays. CM 
Restler has reported National Grid refuses to participate in a high-level meeting with the council 
member and other elected officials. 
 
The City of New York promised to fully build out Bushwick Inlet Park over 21 years ago. On three 
sections of the park, totaling about 8 acres, has opened to the public. The remaining 19 acres are 
mired in a long remediation process, adding insult to injury with the park's incredibly slow 
progress. As tens of thousands of new residents have migrated to Greenpoint and Williamsburg 
since the massive city-led rezoning was implemented starting in 2005. BIP was to provide crucial 
mitigation for these residents. There is another bad actor in this remediation, Chevron with regard 
to the Bayside site. Exxon and New York City are the two other responsible parties and are 
considered better actors. However, National Grid is in focus because of their role in the 
remediation of potentially up to four park parcels. They are close to completing the remedial 
investigation stage of Citi Storage North, and they have made progress with their contamination 
characterization of portions of Bayside and Citi Storage South. But the consensus is they need to 
perform better. 
 
Kevin Costa: National Grid possibly missing their deadlines because they are obligated to have 
governance and risk management in place and like to have processes that they would normally 
implement in their business operations, and being a publicly traded company the remediation 
process and cost could be exposing them to risk for their shareholders. 
 
Mary Salig noted that currently capital construction costs increase almost 10% annually. So, the 
more that the BIP remediation is delayed the more costly the development of the remaining 
sections of the park will be. 
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Steve Chesler: it should be considered to have the Bayside responsible parties converge into an 
organized entity as has been done with the Newtown Creek Superfund site, for the purposes of a 
focused efficient remedy process. 
 
Discussion amongst committee members concurred that writing letters to National Grid, DEC and 
the City, directly and separately would be in good order here, citing the problems with the process 
and urging the ceasing of delaying activities and expediting remediation processes, and urging 
both the state and city exert much more pressure on National Grid to act in a much more efficient 
and timely manner. 
 
The committee also recommended including the threat of National Grid incurring fines for not 
meeting deadlines and complying with their consent order with DEC. 
 
It was further suggested and accepted that direct engagement with National Grid and the 
community and the community board would be in order, as well—such as requesting to appear 
before a joint meeting of the Parks and Environmental Protection Committees after the board’s 
summer recess, to discuss the BIP remediation process and to provide a clear timeline to complete 
their required tasks .  
 
Explore with Sane Energy (e.g., through their ED Kim Frazcek) the possibility of leveraging 
environmental justice organizations and institutional investors to apply shareholder pressure on 
National Grid regarding Bushwick Inlet Park remediation. 
 
Considering all of the above, committee members were in consensus to put forth the following 
motion: 
 
A motion was made to recommend the board submit letters to National Grid, NYS DEC and 

the Mayor’s office urging National Grid to cease all means of delaying  the remediation of 4 

Bushwick Inlet Park parcels and compliance with their consent order with DEC, and that 

DEC and NYC exert much more pressure on National Grid to expedite and comply with this 

remediation, as National Grid is making the painful delay in the development of Bushwick 

Inlet Park unnecessarily extended and even more painful, and more costly to the City to 

build, and request National Grid appear before a near future joint meeting of CB1 Parks 

and Environmental Protection Committees to commit to a set remediation timeline. 

  

By Julie Torres 

Second: Kevin Costa 

 

Yes votes 4 (1 board member, 3 non-board members) 
No votes 0 
Abstentions 0 
Motion carried (consensus vote) 
 

 

2) US EPA Investigation at the Brooklyn Union Gas-Equity Works Site: -   

Assess U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s completion of its radiological investigation of the 
NYSDEC coal tar contamination cleanup site (SITE No. 224050) at the 222 Maspeth Avenue 
property. The cleanup is being performed by National Grid. 
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Steve Chesler transposed a report (attached) from the EPA sent to the board regarding their 
investigation at the former Brooklyn Union Gas Equity Worksite of radiation contamination 
discovered during the process of remediating coal tar from a former manufactured gas plant that 
was located at this site. They concluded there is no threat to nearby properties and workers, and 
that DEC is overseeing National Grid’s remediation of the radioactive areas going forward as a 
part of the manufactured gas site cleanup, but details post-2024 are lacking. They noted that 
radiation can naturally exist in fill imported into a site. In discussion the committee recommended 
the board send a letter to DEC requesting more information regarding the radiation aspect of the 
site remediation.  
 
A motion was made to recommend the board submit a letter to NYS DEC requesting details 

on how radioactive water and soil will be remediated on this site. 

  

By Laura Hofmann 

Second: Julie Torres 

 

Yes votes 4 (1 board member, 3 non-board members) 
No votes 0 
Abstentions 0 
Motion carried (consensus vote) 
 
3) Greenpoint Oil Spill: Response to the DEC project website being taken down. 

 
Reported by Steve Chesler: NYS DEC’s Greenpoint Oil Spill project website was removed. He 
noted the project has now been incorporated into Exxon’s corporate website. It lacks independence 
and full project details. 
 
In discussion there was concurrence amongst committee members that the original DEC project 
website be restored for the sake of accuracy, neutrality and transparency.  Additionally, Laura 
Hofmann urged that updated project maps be included there (an expanded extent map based on the 
study funded by Congresswoman Velazquez). 
 
A motion was made to recommend the board submit a letter to NYS DEC requesting their 

Greenpoint Oil Spill Project website be restored with inclusion of an expanded extent map 

based on the study funded by Congresswoman Velazquez. 

  

By Kevin Costa 

Second: Laura Hofmann 

 

Yes votes 4 (1 board member, 3 non-board members) 
No votes 0 
Abstentions 0 
Motion carried (consensus vote) 
 
Old Business 

 

1)Williamsburg Houses - updates 
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Steve Chesler will follow up with Lucas Greer and the NYSHA regional representative to confirm 
whether the brown water and ongoing odor issues at Williamsburg Houses have been resolved and 
to understand any remaining health concerns. 
 
Steve Chesler has been in communication with Matthew Rooney, CEO MDG Contracting, 
Wavecrest’s contractor at WH, raising the need for independent air and environmental monitoring 
at Williamsburg Houses, including use of Summa canisters, and to explore options for 
implementing such monitoring. Research EPA and other Summa canister programs and options 
for deploying extended Summa canister monitoring in Williamsburg Houses apartments to 
measure indoor air quality and potential health hazards. 
 
Also, he has been providing Steve Chesler with boiler violation remedy documents. They will be 
distributed relevantly to the board when they are fully received. 
 
2) 287 Maspeth Ave Remedial Investigation:  

Steve Chesler reported: This National Grid property is adjacent to the current Meeker Avenue 
Plume superfund site border. Separate responses to a CB1 letter requesting contamination testing 
results from DEC and National Grid. National Grid noted a positive test result for the plume’s 
contaminants of concern. DEC countered this by asserting the testing and analysis is ongoing and 
inconclusive so far. (letter copies attached). 
 
3) Newtown Creek Resource Recovery Facility Projects 

 

● Gateway to Greenpoint open space project has broken ground and is actively under 
construction. Excellent news! 

● The board received a notice (see attached) from DEP expressing its intent to perform an 
environmental review for replacement of gas holders that are a part of the waste to gas 
system. DEP presented this project to the committee in 2025. 

 

New Business 

 

None. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
 



 

For more information, or to sign up for email updates from NYSDEC, visit dec.ny.gov 

K - Williamsburg Works 
Operable Unit 1 
State Superfund Program 
Site No. 224055 
Kent Ave. & 12th St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11249               November 2025 
 

Investigation Completed at State Superfund Site; Results 
will Help Evaluate Alternatives to Address Contamination 
A detailed environmental study has been completed by National Grid (“remedial party”) for Operable 
Unit 1 (OU-1) of the K – Williamsburg Works site (“site”) located at Kent Ave. & 12th St. in Brooklyn, 
Kings County. Please see the map for the site location. 
 
National Grid has prepared, through its engineering consultant, a “Remedial Investigation Report (RIR)” 
that describes the results of the site investigation and recommends development of a cleanup plan to 
address contamination that has been found. 
 

• Access the RIR and other project documents online through the DECinfo Locator: 
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/data/DecDocs/224055/.   

• Documents also are available at the locations identified under “Where to Find Information.” 
 
Highlights of the Remedial Investigation Report 
 

• Investigations were conducted at the site to determine how far contamination from the site 
property has spread. The contaminant of concern at this site is MGP-related non-aqueous 
phase liquid (NAPL), commonly referred to as coal tar, and its chemical constituents that  
typically resulted from historic manufactured gas operations on-site. 
 

• NAPL impacts were observed near former gas holders, former oil separators, and former tar and 
oil tanks. These impacts were located on Parcels 2, 3, and 4. 

 
• Groundwater at areas investigated moves through soil that contains both impacts associated 

with the former MGP operations and other non-MGP sources.  
 

• Based on these findings, NYSDEC has recommended that a site cleanup be completed to 
remove the threat posed by the contaminants of concern in the soil, soil vapor, and 
groundwater.  

Next Steps 
An Alternatives Analysis will be prepared by National Grid based on information obtained during the 
investigation to: 
 

1) Define the objectives of the site cleanup program; 
2) Develop cleanup alternatives; and 
3) Screen and analyze the alternatives. 

 
NYSDEC will then develop a draft cleanup plan, called a "Proposed Decision Document." This plan 
describes the cleanup actions preferred by NYSDEC to address contamination related to the site. The 
Alternatives Analysis will explain the decision that led to the preferred cleanup by discussing each 

https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/data/DecDocs/224055/


New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 3 

alternative and the reasons for choosing or rejecting it. The goal of the plan will be to ensure the 
protection of public health and the environment. NYSDEC will announce the availability of the draft 
cleanup plan in a future fact sheet and present it to the public for its review and comment during a 30-
day comment period and at a public meeting. 
 
NYSDEC will keep the public informed throughout the investigation and cleanup of the site. 

Site Description 
The K - Williamsburg Works Manufactured Gas Plant (MGP) site is in a commercial/industrial area in 
the Williamsburg section of Brooklyn, New York. The site is approximately six acres in size and is 
composed of four parcels of land located on the east bank of the East River between North 11th and 
North 12th Streets on the west and east sides of Kent Avenue. The three parcels to the west of Kent 
Avenue comprise Operable Unit 1 (OU-1) and the parcel to the east of Kent Avenue comprises OU-2.  
Site features include a vacant concrete paved lot and the foundation slab of former warehouses and 50 
Kent – Bushwick Inlet Park on the west side of Kent Avenue and a two-story commercial building on the 
east side of Kent Avenue. Previously, the site had been used as part of a larger gas manufacturing 
plant until operations ceased in approximately 1941.  
 
Redevelopment plans include incorporation of the site into the larger developing Bushwick Inlet Park. 

Additional site details, including environmental and health assessment summaries, are available on 
NYSDEC's Environmental Site Remediation Database (by entering the site ID, 224055) at: 
https://appfactory.dec.ny.gov/DERExternalSearch/ERDSearch    

State Superfund Program 
New York's State Superfund Program (SSF) identifies and characterizes suspected inactive hazardous 
waste disposal sites. Sites that pose a significant threat to public health and/or the environment go 
through a process of investigation, evaluation, cleanup and monitoring. 
 
NYSDEC attempts to identify parties responsible for site contamination before committing State funds 
for investigation and cleanup. 
 
For more information about the SSF, visit:  
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/site-cleanup/brownfield-and-state-superfund-
programs/state-superfund-sites                                                                                                                                                                        

Stay Informed with DEC Delivers 
We encourage you to share this fact sheet with neighbors and tenants, and/or post this fact 
sheet in a prominent area of your building for others to see. 
 
Sign up to receive site updates by email: 
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/site-cleanup/regional-remediation-project-
information/environmental-cleanup-email-newsletters  
Note: Please disregard if you already have signed up and received this fact sheet electronically. 

DECinfo Locator  
Interactive map to access DEC documents and public data about the environmental quality of specific 
sites: https://dec.ny.gov/maps/interactive-maps/decinfo-locator  
 

https://appfactory.dec.ny.gov/DERExternalSearch/ERDSearch
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/site-cleanup/brownfield-and-state-superfund-programs/state-superfund-sites
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/site-cleanup/brownfield-and-state-superfund-programs/state-superfund-sites
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/site-cleanup/regional-remediation-project-information/environmental-cleanup-email-newsletters
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/site-cleanup/regional-remediation-project-information/environmental-cleanup-email-newsletters
https://dec.ny.gov/maps/interactive-maps/decinfo-locator
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 CONTACT INFORMATION    
Project-Related Questions 
Richard P. Mustico, Project Manager 
NYSDEC, Division of Environmental Remediation 
625 Broadway, Albany NY 12233 
p: (518) 402-9647  
richard.mustico1@dec.ny.gov  
 
Project-Related Health Questions 
Kristin Kulow 
Public Health Specialist 
NYSDOH, Bureau of Environmental Exposure Investigation 
28 Hill Street, Suite 201, Oneonta NY 13820 
p: (607) 353-4335 
kristin.kulow@health.ny.gov 

 WHERE TO FIND INFORMATION    
Access project documents through the DECinfo Locator and at these location(s): 
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/data/DecDocs/224055/   
 
https://www.williamsburgmgpsite.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:richard.mustico1@dec.ny.gov
mailto:kristin.kulow@health.ny.gov
https://extapps.dec.ny.gov/data/DecDocs/224055/
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Translation Available. Don’t see your language? Ask! 

English 
To request to have this document translated into your preferred language, please contact the 
person below. There is no charge for the translation. 

Español 
Spanish 

Para solicitar la traducción de este documento al idioma que prefiera, comuníquese con la 
persona que aparece abajo. La traducción es gratis. 

简体字 
Simplified Chinese 

如需将此文件翻译成您偏好的语言，请与以下人员联系。翻译服务免费。 

Русский 
Russian 

Чтобы запросить перевод этого документа на предпочитаемый вами язык, пожалуйста, 
свяжитесь с указанным ниже лицом. Перевод предоставляется бесплатно. 

 אידיש 
Yiddish 

צו פארלאנגען צו האבן די דאקומענט איבערגעזעצט אין אייער שפראך, ביטע פארבינדט זיך מיט די מענטש אנגעוויזן  
 .אונטן. מען דארף נישט צאלן פארן איבערטייטשן 

বাঙালি 
Bengali 

এই নথিটি আপনার পছন্দের ভাষায় অনুবাদ করার অনুন্দরাধ করন্দে, অনুগ্রহ কন্দর নীন্দে উন্দেখ করা 
বযথির সান্দি য াগান্দ াগ করুন। অনুবান্দদর জনয যকান অিথ লাগন্দব না। 

한국어 
Korean 

이 파일을 선호하는 언어로 번역하려면 아래 담당자에게 연락해 주세요. 번역 서비스는 

무료입니다. 

Kreyòl Ayisyen 
Haitian Creole 

Pou w fè demann tradiksyon dokiman sa a nan lang ou prefere a, tanpri kontakte moun ki anba 
a. Ou p ap peye pou tradiksyon an.   

Italiano 
Italian 

Per richiedere la traduzione di questo documento nella tua lingua preferita, contatta la persona 
indicata qui sotto. La traduzione non prevede costi aggiuntivi. 

 العربية 
Arabic .هذا المستند إلى لغتك المفضلة، يرُجى الاتصال بالشخص التالي. تقدم خدمات الترجمة مجانًا ودون تكلفة ة   لطلب ترجم

Polski 
Polish 

Aby poprosić o przetłumaczenie tego dokumentu na preferowany język, skontaktuj się z osobą 
wskazaną poniżej. Tłumaczenie nie jest odpłatne. 

Français  
French  

Veuillez contacter la personne mentionnée ci-dessous afin de procéder à votre demande de 
traduction de document pour votre langage de préférence. La traduction est gratuite. 

  اردو
Urdu  

کے فرد سے  يلبراہ کرم ذ یے،درخواست کرنے کے ل یکروانے ک  یںزبان م یحیترج یکا ترجمہ آپ ک يزاس دستاو
ہے۔ یںچارج نہ یکوئ یے۔ اس ترجمہ کے ليںرابطہ کر  

Name: Richard P. Mustico |  Phone: (518) 402-9647 |  Email: richard.mustico1@dec.ny.gov 
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http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%E5%AD%97
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EPA’s Investigation Results 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has finished testing soil 
found during National Grid’s cleanup at a former manufactured gas 
plant site at 222, 252, and 254 Maspeth Avenue in Brooklyn, New 
York, for elevated levels of radiation. 

EPA’s investigation found that there is radiological contamination in 
the soil that could potentially impact people working outdoors on the 
property. Soil sampling results indicate that this radiological 
contamination has not migrated to other properties and therefore, in 
its current condition, does not present a risk to surrounding 
businesses or residences.  

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, or 
NYSDEC, is currently overseeing the cleanup of coal tar 
contamination at the 222 Maspeth Avenue property and there is no 
ongoing exposure to outdoor workers due to the cleanup. NYSDEC will ensure that the radiological contamination 
is addressed as part of their ongoing cleanup of coal tar contamination.  

If you have any additional questions or concerns about the site going forward, please reach out to the NYSDEC 
project manager Marnie DeLuke at 518-402-3262. Project related health questions may be directed to the New 
York State Department of Health project manager Johnathan Robinson at 518-402-7881.  

Background 
In January 2025, at the request of the NYSDEC, EPA took samples from the 222, 252, and 254 Maspeth Avenue 
properties, which make up the Brooklyn Union Gas-Equity Works Site. EPA’s investigation found that the only 
property with radiological contamination at levels that pose a potential threat to people’s health and the 
environment is the 222 Maspeth Avenue property. 

Site History  
From the late 1890s to late 1920s, Brooklyn Union Gas 
operated a gas manufacturing facility on the property. 
The facility produced gas which was piped to 
surrounding neighborhoods and used for cooking, 
lighting, heating, and commercial purposes. National 
Grid is currently cleaning up contamination from coal tar 
waste; a type of contamination found at many gas 
manufacturing sites.  

In late December of 2023, National Grid learned that soil removed from 222 Maspeth Avenue contained elevated 
levels of radiation. National Grid stopped their cleanup activities in the areas where elevated radiation was 
present. After investigating the cleanup area, under NYSDEC supervision, National Grid continued to complete 
cleanup activities in areas without elevated radiation. National Grid stopped cleanup activities in September 2024 
so NYSDEC could coordinate with EPA to investigate the areas with elevated levels of radiation.  

Brooklyn Union Gas-Equity Works Site  
Brooklyn, New York     Spring 2026
            

Figure 1. The site is outlined in yellow above. 

P11TB5#y1

Additional Resources 
Coal Tar: www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/tfacts85.pdf  

Radiation: www.epa.gov/radiation/radiation-basics  

Radon: http://www.epa.gov/radon     

NYSDEC Gas Manufacturing Facility Cleanup Program: 
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/site-
cleanup/brownfields-state-superfund-
programs/manufactured-gas-plants/mgp-program 
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January 14, 2026 

Dealice Fuller 

Chairperson 

Community Board No. 1 

635 Graham Avenue 

Brooklyn, NY 11211 

Re: Response to Community Board #1 Letter Regarding the Greenpoint Energy 

Center (287 Maspeth Avenue)

Dear Chairperson Fuller: 

Thank you for your letter of December 16, 2025, regarding the Greenpoint Energy Center 

located at 287 Maspeth Avenue. National Grid appreciates the Community Board's 

continued engagement on environmental matters affecting the Greenpoint and 

Williamsburg communities, and we welcome the opportunity to provide an update on 

remediation activities at this site. 

Site Investigation and Remediation Status

National Grid has conducted extensive Remedial Investigations at the Greenpoint Energy 

Center under a series of work plans that have been approved by NYSDEC in phases 

between 2011 and 2019. The initial draft Remedial Investigation (RI) Report was submitted 

to NYSDEC and NYSDOH in 2020 and National Grid has been working proactively with both 

agencies to address comments since that time. The final draft RI Report has been 

submitted to NYSDEC and is currently under review. Throughout the RI process, National 

Grid has completed multiple interim remedial measures approved by NYSDEC, including 

soil excavations and the proactive installation of soil vapor intrusion mitigation systems in 

on-site buildings. Manufactured gas plant byproducts are not typically found in indoor air 

and this observation was confirmed with indoor air sampling results at GPEC. However, 

vapor intrusion mitigation systems were installed at GPEC as a preventative measure. 

The RI findings, including the most recent round of supplemental groundwater samples 

collected in 2024-2025, indicate that the Greenpoint Energy Center is not an ongoing 

Philip A. DeCicco 
NY General Counsel



source of contamination to Newtown Creek. All on-site activities are performed under an 

interim site management plan with a community air monitoring program in place and there 

is no adverse exposure to off-site receptors. 

Coordination with Federal Superfund Sites

Your letter raises important questions about the relationship between the Greenpoint 

Energy Center and the adjacent federal Superfund sites. We want to clarify the efforts 

there.  

With respect to Newtown Creek, the sediment samples recently collected beneath the 

loading platform were taken as part of the Newtown Creek Superfund project as approved 

by USEPA, not as part of National Grid's upland site investigation. The loading platform 

extends out over the Newtown Creek sediments. Under the administrative order on 

consent, the Newtown Creek Study Area includes all sediments up to the high-water mark, 

which extends beneath the loading platform. Accordingly, sediments beneath the loading 

platform are in direct communication with the sediments outside the timber façade and 

are being addressed by USEPA as part of the Newtown Creek Superfund remedy. The 

Greenpoint RI activities do not affect the Newtown Creek Superfund process or schedule.

Regarding the Meeker Avenue Plume, National Grid has cooperated with USEPA by allowing 

sample collection on the Greenpoint site on multiple occasions. Response activities for 

the Meeker Avene Plume are being led by USEPA. Groundwater data indicate that 

chlorinated solvents associated with the Meeker Avenue Plume are migrating onto the 

Greenpoint site from the north/northwest (upgradient). Chlorinated solvents are not 

associated with historical manufactured gas plant operations at the Greenpoint Site. Based 

on the available data, contamination from the Greenpoint Site is not affecting the Meeker 

Avenue Plume. 

Equity Gas Works Site

The Community Board's letter references radioactivity discovered at the former Equity Gas 

Works site across Maspeth Avenue to the south. To clarify, technologically enhanced 

naturally occurring radioactive material (TENORM) was identified in soil during an ongoing 

interim remedial measure (IRM) at the Site. TENORM is not a byproduct of or associated 

with former manufactured gas plant operations. National Grid is coordinating with 

NYSDEC, USEPA, and the property owner concerning further investigation and handling of 

the TENORM in accordance with regulatory requirements and furtherance of the IRM. 



Community Engagement

National Grid is committed to transparent communication with the community. We 

understand NYSDEC intends to schedule community meetings after the RI Report is 

finalized. In addition, National Grid is planning to meet with the Community Board 

Environmental Protection Committee, followed by a presentation to the full Community 

Board, in early 2026. 

We would welcome the opportunity to discuss the appropriate format for ongoing 

communication. 

Thank you again for your letter. Please feel free to contact me or Community Engagement 

Director Eileen Cifone at eileen.cifone@nationalgrid.com with any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Philip A. DeCicco 

Cc:  

Congresswoman Nydia Velazquez  

Senator Julia Salazar  

Assembly Member Maritza Davila  

Assembly Member Emily Gallagher  

Brooklyn Borough President Antonio Reynoso 

NYC Council Member Jennifer Gutierrez  

NYC Council Member Lincoln Restler  

Amanda Lefton, Commissioner, NYSDEC 

Antonia Pereira, NYS DEC  

Patrick Foster, NYS DEC  

Jane O'Connell, NYS DEC  

Greta White, NYS DEC  



Heide-Marie Dudek, NYS DEC  

Rodney Rivera, NYS DEC  

Stephanie Vaughn, US EPA  

John Brennan, US EPA  

Bryan Grimaldi, National Grid  

Eileen Cifone, National Grid  



 

 

Division of Environmental Remediation, Office of the Director 
625 Broadway, 12th Floor, Albany, NY 12233 - 7011 | dec.ny.gov | derweb@dec.ny.gov | 518-402-9706 

 

KATHY HOCHUL 
Governor 

AMANDA LEFTON 
 Commissioner 

March 11, 2026  
Transmitted via Email 
 
Dealice Fuller  
Chairperson, Community Board 1  
635 Graham Avenue  
Brooklyn, NY 11211  
Bk01@cb.nyc.gov  
  
Dear Chairperson Fuller: 
  
Thank you for your December 16, 2025, letter to Commissioner Lefton regarding the 
status of the remedial investigation and remediation of the Greenpoint Energy Former 
MGP site (Site No. 224052) located at 287 Maspeth in Brooklyn, New York.   
 
NYSDEC is currently reviewing the revised Remedial Investigation Report (RIR) prepared 
by National Grid; it is expected that this will be finalized and publicly available in Spring 
2026. Once the RIR is finalized, and the Feasibility Study, which discusses the remedial 
alternatives, has been drafted, a public meeting for the site will be scheduled to convey 
this information to the community.  
  
Although the RIR has not been finalized, there have been several Interim Remedial 
Measures completed at the site. This includes soil excavations to remove contaminated 
material and soil vapor intrusion sampling and mitigation of buildings at the site, where 
recommended by NYS Department of Health Soil Vapor Matrices. Annual soil vapor 
intrusion sampling continues under the Interim Site Management Plan for the site. 
   
Regarding the adjacent Federal Superfund sites, NYSDEC continues to coordinate with 
the USEPA on the Meeker Avenue and Newtown Creek National Priorities List (NPL) 
sites. The Newtown Creek NPL site boundary has been defined under the administrative 
order as the sediment extending to the Ordinary High Water (OHW) mark and will be 
shown in the Greenpoint Energy Former MGP Site RIR. Sites upland of the OHW, such 
as Greenpoint Energy Former MGP, are managed under NYSDEC’s regulatory programs. 
Cleanup of contamination related to each site will be outlined in the feasibility studies and 
Record of Decision (ROD) for each respective site.   
 
The discovery of Technologically Enhanced Radioactive Material (TENORM) at the 
neighboring Equity Former MGP (Site No. 224050) during an Interim Remedial Measure 
(IRM) is being investigated by USEPA (Site Profile - Brooklyn Union Gas-Equity Works 
Site - EPA OSC Response).   
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NYSDEC is committed to keeping the community updated on the status of the 
investigation and remediation of the Greenpoint Energy Former MGP Site and will 
prepare a community update factsheet outlining the status and next steps for the site 
once the RIR is approved. The factsheet will announce the date of the public meeting.  
 
In addition, NYSDEC’s public document repository for the site can be found at  
https://dec.ny.gov/maps/interactive-maps/decinfo-locator , and National Grid maintains a 
webpage dedicated to the site (Greenpoint Energy Center - National Grid) that provides 
historical documents, reports, and updates on future work.   
 
Thank you for continued interest in these sites. 
 
       Sincerely, 
       
 
 
       Andrew Guglielmi  

Director  
Division of Environmental Remediation 
 

ec: 
 
Congressmember Nydia Velazquez (nydia.velazquez@mail.house.gov)   
Senator Julia Salazar, (salazar@nysenate.gov)    
Assembly Member Maritza Davila (davilam@nyassembly.gov)   
Assembly Member Emily Gallagher (gallaghere@nyassembly.gov)   
Brooklyn Borough President Antonio Reynoso (antonio.reynoso@brooklynbp.nyc.gov)  
NYC Council Member Jennifer Gutierrez (jgutierrez@council.nyc.gov)   
NYC Council Member Lincoln Restler (lincoln@lincolnrestler.com)   
Antonia Pereira, NYSDEC (Antonia.Pereira@dec.ny.gov)   
Patrick Foster, NYSDEC (patrick.foster@dec.ny.gov)   
Janet Brown, NYSDEC (janet.brown@dec.ny.gov)   
Scott Deyette, NYSDEC (scott.deyette@dec.ny.gov)   
Jane O'Connell, NYSDEC (jane.oconnell@dec.ny.gov)   
Marnie DeLuke, NYSDEC (marnie.deluke@dec.ny.gov)   
Lisa Gorton, NYSDEC (lisa.gorton@dec.ny.gov)   
Rodney Rivera, NYS DEC (rodney.rivera@dec.ny.gov)   
Stephanie Vaughn, USEPA (vaughn.stephanie@epa.gov)   
John Brennan, USEPA (Brennan.John.F@epa.gov)  
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New York City Department of Environmental Protection, 59-17 Junction Blvd, Flushing, NY 11373 

Lisa F. Garcia 
Commissioner 

Angela Licata 
Deputy Commissioner 

Bureau of Sustainability 

LEAD AGENCY DECLARATION AND  
NOTICE OF INTENT TO CONDUCT ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

NC-179 – Construction of New Gas Holders at  
Newtown Creek Wastewater Resource Recovery Facility 

CEQR No. 26DEP015K 

May 19, 2026 

The New York City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is proposing to construct a new gas 
storage facility at the Newtown Creek Wastewater Resource Recovery Facility (WRRF), located at 329 
Greenpoint Avenue (Block 2525, Lot 1) in Greenpoint, Brooklyn Community District 1. The new gas storage 
facility would consist of two 45-foot tall, approximately 60,000 cubic feet membrane gas holders, the 
installation of which involves the retrofit of two disused sludge thickening tanks within the WRRF complex. 
Ancillary project components include piping from existing digester complex to the new gas holders, and a 
new 735 sf blower building to be built next to the two gas holders. The project is expected to be completed by 
2029. Once the new facility is up and running, DEP would demolish the existing gas tank, which is located at 
the edge of the WRRF complex near Kingsland Avenue. DEP would plant native trees and grasses on the site 
of the demolished tank. 

Assuming lead agency status, DEP has classified the proposed project as an Unlisted Action and has prepared 
an Environmental Assessment Statement (EAS) in accordance with the requirements of the City 
Environmental Quality Review process as set forth in Executive Order 91 of 1977 and its amendments, Article 
8 of the Environmental Conservation Law establishing the State Environmental Quality Review Act, and its 
regulations as set forth in 6NYCRR Part 617. Parts I and II of the EAS may be accessed through CEQR 
Access using CEQR# 26DEP015K. 

DEP will act as lead agency for the purpose of a coordinated environmental review with involved agencies 
and stakeholders. If you have any concerns with DEP serving as lead agency or any comments on the EAS, 
please contact Dana Taplin by June 18, 2026. Written comments on the attached materials should be addressed 
to: Dana Taplin, Project Manager, at the Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Environmental 
Planning and Analysis, 59-17 Junction Boulevard, Flushing, New York 11373, or by email at 
dtaplin@dep.nyc.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Phil Simmons, Managing Director 
Environmental Impact Analysis and Technical Review

cc:  Antonio Reynoso, Brooklyn Borough President 
Lincoln Restler, Council Member, District 33 
Brooklyn Community Board 1 
Hilary Semel, Mayor’s Office of Environmental Coordination 
Charles Ofili 
Terrell Estesen 
Dana Taplin 

mailto:dtaplin@dep.nyc.gov


COMMUNITY BOARD No. 1 
435 GRAHAM AVENUE - BROOKLYN, NY 11211- 8813 

PHONE: (718) 389-0009 

FAX: (718) 389-0098 

Email: bk01@cb.nyc.gov 

Website: www.nyc.gov/brooklyncb1 
HON. ANTONIO REYNOSO 

BROOKLYN BOROUGH PRESIDENT 
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CHAIRPERSON 
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DISTRICT MANAGER 
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FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
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RECORDING SECRETARY 
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June 9, 2026 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

TO:  CB#1 Board Members 

FROM:  Chairperson Dealice Fuller 

RE: Executive Board Meeting Held on May 20, 2026 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
The Executive Board met on Wednesday, May 20, 2026, at 5:30 PM. 

ATTENDANCE: Present: Chair Fuller; Teague; Barros; Heimlich.

Absent: Weiser; Iglesias; Caponegro. 
(A quorum was achieved) 

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:

Chairperson Fuller opened the Meeting. and asked the committee members to review the 
agenda presentation requests list (See attached). 

2. PREPARATION OF THE AGENDA FOR JUNE 9, 2026, COMBINED PUBLIC

HEARING & BOARD MEETING.

The Executive Board committee members reviewed the various requests received for the 
presentation. Chairperson Fuller asked for approval of the agenda and all present approved. 
Item # 1 Tabled for later this year or next year. Items # 5 and 6 presenters withdrew. Item # 7 
tabled for next year.  

3. ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION:
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1) The Executive Board reviewed the following board member’s request to be excused 
from being absent from the Combined Public Hearing & Board Meeting on April 14, 
2026. 
 

• Bozena Kaminski 
• Bella Sabel 

 
The Executive Board made a motion to excuse the above Members. Motion made by 
Ms. Teague and Seconded by Ms. Barros 
 

The vote was as follows: 4 “YES” 0 “NO”, 0 “ABS”. Fuller; Teague; Barros; 
Heimlich. 
 

DISCUSSION: 

 

The Executive Board discussed the request from Mr. Kevin LaCherra regarding 
honoring Ms. Janice Peterson, The Executive Board determined that due to the many 
items on the agenda for the June 9, 2026, Full Board meeting, it was decided that it 
would be best to honor Janice Peterson at a future meeting to provide a proper tribute, 
along with recognition of other Board Members whose terms are expiring. 
 
The Executive Board discussed the request from Mr. John Dereszewski (former District 
Manager CB4) regarding the idea of recognizing the 50th anniversary of the modern 
CB's, including CB 1, which will occur next year. The Executive Board determined 
that his request would be best organized through the Brooklyn Borough President’s 
Office and the representative of the Community Boards. The Executive Board will ask 
Mr. Dereszewski to contact them directly. 
 
The vote was as follows: 4 “YES” 0 “NO”, 0 “ABS”. Fuller; Teague; Barros; Heimlich 
 
District Manager Ms. Pulgarin spoke about the offer from the Director of Human 
Resources Mr. Ricardo Newball, regarding CUNY being a partner with Borough Hall 
to host some of their graduate students to intern during the school year. The internship 
would be treated as a class, and they will have some flexibility with their hours. Mr. 
Newball asked if District Manager Ms. Pulgarin is interested in hosting a student 
beginning the first week of September 2026. District Manager Ms. Pulgarin stated that 
she definitely would like to host a student and she is going to request for a graduate 
student. 
 
The Executive Board discussed about the request from John Waldman, EMPA 
Regional Sr. Director of Government and Community Relations American Red Cross, 
regarding recruiting Engaged / Involved Community Leaders & Stakeholders for a 
Community Relations Ambassador Position. The Executive Board decided to invite 
Mr. Waldman to attend any of our Public Hearings and he might address the public 
during the public session. 
 
The Executive Board discussed the request from Brooklyn Commissioner, NYC Parks, 
Martin Maher regarding providing updates on the Metropolitan Pool at our Full Board 
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meetings in September and December 2026. The Executive Board decided to confirm 
to Commissioner Maher to provide the updates at the Full Board meetings in September 
and December 2026. 
 
The Executive Board discussed about the email received from St. Nicks Alliance 
informing that the Swinging Sixties Senior Center will not be available for meetings 
after June 15th, 2026. The Executive Board decided to reach Riseboro Community 
Partnership and inquire about availability for the Borinquen Plaza Senior Center, 80 
Seigel Street. To hold future meetings. This was previously voted on by the Executive 
Board for locations back in 2025. 
 
The vote was as follows: 4 “YES” 0 “NO”, 0 “ABS”. Fuller; Teague; Barros; Heimlich 
 
The Executive Board discussed about the request from Loredana Andargachew, Impact 
Production & Engagement Strategy, 9/11: Reclaiming Ground Zero. Regarding the 
25th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks, the organization is reaching out to cultural, arts, 
educational, and civic organizations in the New York Tri-State area about hosting 
screenings (in-person and virtual) this fall. The Executive Board decided to request the 
organization to send a link for the documentary 9/11: Reclaiming Ground Zero to 
Community Board 1 and it will be shared with the board members. 
 
The Executive Board discussed the Telework Draft Policy to be implemented with the 
staff at the District Office, The Executive Board thinks that working from home can be 
productive. Mr. Heimlich disagreed and shared some concerns. Borough President HR 
said that it only needs approval from the Chairperson of the Board before 
implementation. Chair Fuller agreed that Telework would be good and approved of the 
Policy. The Executive Board agreed to leave the implementation and timing of the 
telework pilot program at the discretion of the District Manager. If the pilot proves 
unsuccessful, all staff will return to working in the office five days per week, consistent 
with the current schedule. District manager Ms. Pulgarin said that other Community 
Boards are doing it and seem to be working so far. Ms. Pulgarin noted that this policy 
initiative originated from the New York City Mayor’s telework program introduced in 
2023 (See attached Telework Draft Policy and NYC Press Release, This was recently 
extended for 2027, see attached). District Manager Ms. Pulgarin emphasized that the 
district office will remain open and operational five days a week throughout the pilot 
program. 
 
 

 
The meeting was Adjourned at 6:40 pm. 
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DATE
A 

1.) 03/04/26 Via 
Email 

Dustin Ridener 

Special Projects 
Administrator – NYC 
Emergency 
Management 

Our team is excited to provide Flood 
Preparedness/Notify NYC presentations to 
you and your communities.  These 
presentations will be geared around the 
hazards and preparations you can begin for the 
rainy season and discuss how you can be 
aware of these and all other hazards your 
community may face by using the Notify 
NYC program.  These presentations will be 
running throughout March and June and are 
approximately 10-15 minutes in total.  The 
best part of these presentations is that we can 
come to you! 

To request a presentation for your Community 
Board, please visit:  
https://forms.office.com/g/sbNpvkLBDz and 
fill out the short questionnaire and we will 
work to schedule a presenter.  

We generally need approximately 2 weeks’ 
notice to secure a presenter.  Our presenters 
can be available in-person or virtually. 

We look forward to having a member of our 
team work closely with your community to 
discuss flood hazards.  As always, we will be 
continuing to do specific presentation topics 
throughout the calendar year and will reach 
out periodically to introduce the next topic 
and schedule.  In June, we’ll be discussing 
heat again! 

NO They were on the agenda of 
06-24-25 and they did not
show.
Tabled for June

There are also: Extreme Heat 
Preparedness presentations: 
Our team is excited to provide 
Heat Preparedness and Notify 
NYC presentations tailored to 
your Community Board. These 
10–15-minute sessions will 
cover: 
The risks associated with 
extreme heat and how it 
impacts health. 
Who is most at risk, including 
older adults, young children, 
individuals with certain 
medical conditions, and 
outdoor workers 
How to stay safe at home—
especially in homes without air 
conditioning 
How to prepare for possible 
power outages 
How Notify NYC can help 
keep your community 
informed during heat 
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advisories and other 
emergencies 

2.) 04/15/26 Via 
Email 

Grace Betancourt 
Powers, Esq. 

Partner, DL Partners 

Universal Affordability Preference (UAP”) 
Application    

88 Havemeyer St., Brooklyn, NY 11211, 
Block: 2368 Lots: 26, (formerly known as lots 
26, 27 and 28. This email is to notify you of a 
new Universal Affordable Preference Program 
development project in your Community 
District. Please find the attached 
documentation regarding the 88 Havemeyer 
Street project located at 88 Havemeyer St., 
Brooklyn, NY 11211.  Construction for the 
project will commence after HPD issues a 
Permit Notice letter. 

NO This notification has been 
shared with all Board 
Members. 

The development team is 
available to answer questions 
regarding the project or present 
to the board. 

Tabled for June 

3.) 04/13/26 Via 
Email 

Kenneth Lowenstein | 
Holland & Knight  

Partner 

Holland & Knight LLP 

This application is for a 100% affordable 
building (the “Project”) located at 2 Oak 
Street (the  

“Site”) (Block 2567, Lot 1). The Site is a 
vacant block bounded by the East River, 
Noble Street on the north, West Street on the 
west, and Oak Street on the South. The total 
Site area is approximately 173,834 square 
feet, of which 36,034 square feet is located 
within a R6 zoning district along the 
waterfront, 33,800 square feet within a C2-
4/R6 zoning district running along West 
Street, and 104,000 square feet within a R8 
zoning district in the middle of the Site. The 
Site will comply with the requirements of the 
BK-1 Greenpoint-Williamsburg Waterfront 

NO This notification has been 
shared with all Board 
Members. 



PRESENTATION REQUEST LOG - REQUESTS RECEIVED TO PRESENT AT THE CB #1's COMBINED & PUBLIC HEARING – 06/09/2026

3 

Access Plan and will provide approximately 
30,857 square feet of publicly accessible 
waterfront area, including a 40-foot waterfront 
yard, supplemental public access areas, and a 
designated visual corridor. 

4.) 04/30/26 Via 
Email 

Mr. Arthur 
Dybanowski, Chair 
SLA Review & DCA 
Committee 

The applicant: Bark Barbecue Corp., 25 
Thames Street, would like to present at our 
next Full Board meeting due to the large 
capacity venue. 

NO 

5.) 04/30/26 Via 
Email 

Mr. Arthur 
Dybanowski, Chair 
SLA Review & DCA 
Committee 

The applicant: DLS Events LLC, 261-267 
Driggs Avenue, would like to present at our 
next Full Board meeting due to the large 
capacity venue. 

NO 

6.) 04/30/26 Via 
Email 

Maria Cruz 

Office of the Brooklyn 
Borough 
Commissioner. DOT 

Presentation on the Driggs Avenue & 
McGolrick Park Improvements  

NO 

7.) 05/15/25 Via 
Email 

Kevin LaCherra Honoring Janice Peterson's many years of 
service to the Community Board and 
neighborhood at the 6/9 meeting. Similar to our 
celebration of Gerry a few years ago. I was 
hoping we could book the back room for a 
celebration to start at 5 and present a 
proclamation or citation during the board 
meeting. Please let me know if this is possible. 

NO 

8.) 05/18/26 Via 
Email 

Margaret Kim, AIA 
LEED AP 

Senior Architect 

M250710 135 Broadway Brooklyn: I am 
reaching out on behalf of the Williamsburg 
Historical & Art Center and Yuko Nii 
Foundation (our clients) regarding the 
proposed restoration of the existing cast iron 
balustrades and the installation of a new ADA 

NO Requested to present in May. It 
was on the March Executive 
Board Agenda for April 
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RAND Engineering & 
Architecture, DPC 

ramp.  We are currently preparing the LPC 
drawings with supporting documents and 
would like to inquire about the upcoming CB1 
public hearings scheduled for April 2026 as 
well as the next available hearing dates in 
May 2026. 



DRAFT TELEWORK POLICY 

PURPOSE: To allow employees the flexibility to work from home while ensuring the continuity 
of agency business operations. This policy does not supersede City rules, regulations, and policies 
applicable in the workplace, but rather is designed to facilitate the performance of City business 
in alternate work locations i.e., employees’ homes. Eligible employees are allowed to do remote 
work up to 1 day per week. Remote workdays may be consecutive; however, the days cannot be 
both Monday and Friday. Unused remote workdays cannot be banked and will not roll over from 
week to week. In the event of an emergency, such as severe weather conditions or office-related 
issues including broken air conditioning, lack of heating, flooding, or similar situations, this 
policy will apply to all employees on any day of the week.  
[PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS WILL BE TRIED FOR A 3 MONTH TRIAL PERIOD AND IF
IT DOES NOT WORK, WE WILL REVERT BACK TO 5 DAYS A WEEK IN-PERSON 9 
TO 5. IN ADDITION, KINDLY NOTE THAT THE OFFICE WILL REMAIN OPEN 
TO THE PUBLIC 5 DAYS PER WEEK] 

Definition 

A telework site means a worksite alternate to the central worksite. It may be in the employee’s 
home or in a building owned or leased by the state that is closer to the employee’s home than the 
central worksite. 

Telework/Remote work means a flexible work arrangement where selected employees work one 
or more days a week from their home or at a site near their home instead of physically traveling 
to the central worksite. 

Eligibility 

Employees will be eligible to telework if they meet the following criteria for participation: 

• The employee is in an employee of Brooklyn Community Board 1.
• The employee’s job function includes tasks which have measurable deliverables, do not 

require close supervision, and can be performed in an alternate work location. The ability 
to perform work at an alternate location includes the ability to shift work so that those tasks 
are performed on a telework day.

• The employee’s job function does not require continued presence at the job location.
• There will not be a reduction in services provided to the public by an employee working 

remotely.
• The employee is deemed to have satisfactory performance based on their most recent 

performance evaluation. If the employee has not been evaluated within the last 12 
months, performance will be presumptively deemed satisfactory.

• The employee is required to have a functional computer system with internet and Wi-Fi, 
and to be able to communicate with the board office via landline, telephone, and email.



The supervisor can suggest alternate days to work remotely due to unit needs or deny the request 
if the duties and tasks of the employee cannot be performed remotely. 

Employees may be disapproved for participation for not meeting any of the eligibility or 
participation criteria outlined in the Eligibility section of this plan. A decision of disapproval will 
be communicated in writing to the employee by their supervisor. Notices of disapproval will also 
be sent to the employee’s Human Resources department. 
An employee who wishes to appeal a determination of disapproval of telework must discuss the 
issue with their supervisor or chairperson. 

Employee Responsibilities 

During the pilot, teleworking employees must demonstrate a continuing ability to: 

• Meet the eligibility criteria for teleworking.
• Prioritize work to meet deadlines.
• Accomplish job duties with minimal supervision.
• Communicate effectively with clients, stakeholders, and team members.
• Manage time effectively.
• Be responsive in a timely manner.
• Ensure their remote work does not generate additional work for co-workers.
• Ensure their remote work does not impair the agency’s ability to train and

develop employees.
• Maintain their performance so that their performance is not negatively impacted

during the duration of the pilot.

During their participation in the telework pilot, teleworking employees are responsible for the 
following: 

• All terms and conditions of City employment will continue to apply.
• Continued compliance with the agency’s policies including those outlined in the

Employee Manual.
• Working their regularly scheduled hours. Any change or deviation must be approved by

their supervisor.
• Overtime must be approved in advance.
• Leave time must be requested and processed in the same manner as in the workplace.
• Employees participating in the Telework Program are required to participate in

conference calls and team meetings as scheduled.
• Employees who telework must follow all information security protocols when using City

and/or electronic equipment and accessing systems.
• Employees must maintain any approved safeguards to protect agency records from

unauthorized disclosure or damage and comply with the privacy requirements set forth by
the City of New York.

• A teleworking employee must immediately report to their supervisor any work-related
injuries sustained at the alternate work location and complete all ordinarily required
documentation.



• The primary focus of employees teleworking must be their job duties for the City of New
York. Telework should not be used to assume personal or other non-City obligations that
will create distractions from job duties during a scheduled workday.

• Failure to comply with the conditions of the Remote Telework Acknowledgment form
may result in termination of authorization to telework. Revocation of an individual
employee’s remote work authorization is not considered to be discipline.

• The board may terminate an individual employee’s remote work authorization because of
operational need upon one (1) week’s written notice, or upon 24 hours written notice in the
case of an emergency.

Supervisor Responsibility 

The supervisor must work with the teleworking employee to ensure that the employee effectively 
manages their workload and should set expectations for responding to emails and phone calls 
during the telework day and maintain regular communication with the employee. Supervisors must 
identify Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) to ensure productivity and accountability of agency 
operations during the telework program. 

Agency Property/Equipment 

Employees may use their own computer hardware equipment to perform assigned work at the 
telework location. 

Compliance with the City of New York 

All terms and conditions of City employment will continue to apply. All information security 
protocols must be followed when using City and/or electronic equipment and accessing systems. 

Workplace rules prohibiting private activities during work hours must be followed 
notwithstanding the fact that employees are working from home. 

Policy Adherence and Expectations 

• Employees are expected to maintain normal productivity and performance, and must
have an internet connection, reliable phone connection and must be available during
their regular working hours. Unsatisfactory work performance may result in termination of
the telework agreement.

• Just as with regular work hours, employees are expected to follow agency vacation and sick
leave policies and procedures to request time off from telework to engage in non-work
activities. Employees must use Annual leave or sick leave, for absences from work for personal
business, illness, etc.

• It is the supervisor’s responsibility to make sure their staff working remotely are
completing their daily duties and responsibilities and they have the necessary
equipment to complete their duties.

• Employees covered under collective bargaining agreement are required to clock in
and out of work daily using the City Time system.



News

Mayor Adams, DC 37 Executive
Director Garrido Announce
Launch of Flexible Work Pilot
for City Employees
June 01, 2023

What you should know

First-of-Its-Kind Pilot Will Allow Eligible City Employees to Work Remotely Up to Two Days
Per Week

NEW YORK – New York City Mayor Eric Adams and District Council 37 (DC 37) Executive
Director Henry Garrido today announced the launch of a flexible work pilot program for city
employees. The flexible work pilot agreement, signed yesterday, May 31st, allows eligible
employees to work remotely for up to two days per week — providing greater flexibility for
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city workers while ensuring the administration continues to “Get Stuff Done” for New
Yorkers.

“As we make this shift into a post-pandemic reality for offices, we must do it in a thoughtful
way in partnership with our union leaders,” said Mayor Adams . “I have always said that any
flexible work programs the city offers must acknowledge the reality that there are some
roles that cannot be performed remotely. This new pilot program will protect core services
that New Yorkers rely on while offering city workers additional flexibility in their schedules. I
thank DC 37 for their partnership through this process.”

“We heard DC 37 workers loud and clear over the course of our latest round of contract
negotiations and agreed to establish a flexible work committee as part of the agreement,”
said New York City Office of Labor Relations (OLR) Commissioner Renee Campion. “This
pilot program we are launching today is a testament to our collaboration with DC 37, and we
want to thank Henry Garrido and his team for their partnership.”

“The world of work has changed, and this remote-hybrid pilot is one tool in our arsenal to
provide a flexible workplace that still delivers the best services for New Yorkers,” said DC 37
Executive Director Henry Garrido. “Thank you to the members of the Flexible Work
Committee, including our Local presidents and DC 37 staff, for conducting due diligence and
representing the interests and varied needs of our membership. The committee will
continue to review City agencies’ plans for implementing hybrid work along with
compressed tours, flex time and other alternative schedules for those members whose job
functions are not conducive to remote work. We’re appreciative of the partnership with
Mayor Adams and Commissioner Campion for bringing this pilot program to life.”

Under the contract agreement between the city and DC 37, the parties agreed to establish a
Work Flexibility Committee to discuss work flexibility and other measures to enhance
employee morale and recruitment and retention. The parties set a joint goal of establishing
a pilot program by June 1, 2023.

The city will work closely with DC 37 on implementation at the agency level. Employee
participation in the pilot is strictly voluntary. The city and DC 37 have also agreed to continue
meeting to discuss alternative work flexibility measures for those employees whose job
functions are not eligible for remote work.

The program will run until May 31, 2025, and will be renewed for a year thereafter if both
parties agree.

###
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March 6th,2026 

 

DC37 executive director Henry Garrido announced 
that the city has agreed to extend the Alternate 
Work Schedule (AWS) agreement, which includes 
the remote work program. 
 
The program has been extended through May 2027, 
ensuring that eligible members will continue to have 
access to remote work and flexible scheduling 
options under the current program. The agreement 
also allows for the possibility of further extension 
beyond May 2027. 
 
we will continue to share updates with the 
membership as our information becomes available. 
 
In Solidarity 
Local 1549  
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June 9, 2026 
  

COMMITTEE REPORT  

PUBLIC SAFETY & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 

TO:   Chairperson Dealice Fuller and CB1 Board Members  

FROM:   Mr. Lloyd Feng, Committee Chair 
   Ms. Rosemary Espinal, Committee Co-Chair 

RE:  Public Safety & Human Services Committee Meeting of May 26, 2026 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Committee met on the evening of May 26, 2026, at 6:00 PM at Swinging Sixties Senior Center, 
211 Ainslie St. Brooklyn, NY. 11211  
  
Members of the Public Safety & Human Services Committee: Feng, Chair; Espinal Co-Chair; 
Aguilar; Bamonte; Barros; Drinkwater; Dybanowski; Kaminski; Leanza; Aprile*; Judelson*; 
Rozmus*. (*) Non-Board Member 

 
(7 Members Constitute a Quorum for This Committee) 
 

ATTENDANCE: 

 
Present: Aguilar; Bamonte; Drinkwater; Leanza; Aprile*; Rozmus* (*) Non-Board Member 
 
Absent: Feng; Espinal; Barros; Dybanowski; Kaminski; Judelson*. (*) Non-Board Member 
 
Excused: Feng; Espinal; Barros; Judelson*. (*) Non-Board Member 
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(A quorum was not achieved) 

 

 

AGENDA 

 

Frank Lang, St. Nick’s Alliance provided a presentation describing the Kingsland Commons Project 
Overview that includes approximately 553 units of affordable and senior housing; the 200 bed Barbara 
Kleiman homeless shelter; and the use of commercial and community facility space.  Currently, 
building 1 opened in March as the new Barbara Kleiman homeless shelter.  Building 2 has 311 
affordable housing units and is scheduled to end construction in 2026.  Buildings 3 and 4 which are 
proposed as the 107 units for senior housing and 138 units of affordable housing, respectively, will go 
under construction once DHS no longer uses it as a backup for the 30th St. Assessment Center.  A 
PowerPoint was provided with a site plan outlining the buildings and green area.   

Project Renewal speakers included Jaime Madden, COO; Katie Bower, Chief Shelter and Housing 
Officer; and Charles Mulham, Director of Security.  Project Renewal has been in operation and 
supporting the homeless population since the 1960’s.  They currently run seven shelters.  At the 200 
beds for single men Barbara Kleiman homeless shelter, they provide a medical clinic, social services, 
programming, and occupational therapy.  The shelter is currently full, and their highest need is mental 
health services.  In their experience, people stay in the shelter approximately 8 months until they find 
permanent housing and when followed at the 1-year mark, 98% are still in permanent housing.  As for 
security, there are 1 supervisor and 8 guards every shift (24/7), and the personnel do community rounds 
in the facility every 30 minutes.  They have a Good Neighbor Policy where they expect residents to 
conduct themselves as “good neighbors” inside and outside of the shelter.  It was reported that some 
residents are single men that work one or two jobs and still cannot afford to pay rent in NYC, therefore 
find themselves in the shelter system and pose no identified threat to the community. If any situation 
arises, they would like the community to call them on a 24-hour line - 347-638-3847. 

NYC DHS was represented by Assistant Deputy Commissioner Yuri Sanchez to share an update on 
the scheduled move 30th Street Intake Center in Manhattan (also known as the Bellevue shelter).  The 
dilapidated center is losing over 800 beds and has identified a number of buildings throughout the city 
to accommodate their assessment center.  At this time, the intake center is still open at 30th street and 
the assessment center have not moved into the old Barbara Kleiman homeless shelter.  However, there 
is no timeline agreed upon on when they will start and end using the old Barbara Kleiman homeless 
shelter.  The community members present, including Cooper Park Houses Council, neighbors and CB1 
board members, expressed their strong opposition which included: 

• This decision by DHS did not take into account the community plans for the 
buildings.  This decision interferes with the progress of Kingsland Commons (as explained 
by St. Nick’s Alliance). 
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• Note that the site DHS is planning to use is the same, the city acknowledged to be an 
outdated infrastructure and have quality-of-life issues, which prompted the New York City 
Department of Homeless Services (DHS) to initiate a major redevelopment.  

• Our community’s aging population has been waiting 40 years to see the old Greenpoint 
Hospital fulfill its promise to turn it into affordable housing for our community members. 

• The community members were offended by DHS continuous Right to Shelter language as 
if CB1 was pushing back on housing unhoused people.  It is important to note that our 
community members are not against shelters and the Barbara Kleiman homeless shelter on 
the very same block is a testament to their inclusivity.  The opposition is stemmed on the 
fact that our community is being held back from progression on a four-decade project.   

 

Meeting Adjourned. 



June 9, 2026 
 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
REPORT 

 
TO:   Chairperson Dealice Fuller 
  and CB #1 Board Members 
FROM:  Mr. Eric Bruzaitis, Committee Chair 
RE:   Committee Report for Wednesday, May 27, 2026 
 
The Transportation Committee met Wednesday, May 27, 2026 (CALLED TO ORDER: 6:40 PM; 
ADJOURNED: 9:20 PM) at The Polish Slavic Center, 176 Java Street, Brooklyn 11222. 
 
 

ATTENDANCE: 
Present:  Bruzaitis; Goldstein; Itzkowitz; Klagsbald; LaBorde; Pferd; Weiser;    
  *Breitner; *Radesky.    
Absent:    Espinal; Drinkwater; Kaminski; Talati; Vega;  Sabel.     
 

A QUORUM WAS MET 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 AGENDA 
  

1. Berry Street Traffic Study Request: Requesting that DOT conduct a study for a reversal on 
Berry Street between North 12th Street and North 14th Street to improve pedestrian safety while 
retaining industrial access. Presented by Ms. Kelly McCabe, Office of Council Member Lincoln 
Restler. 
Council Member Lincoln Restler explained the request for a the street reversal (one page 
treatment attached). He noted the number of crashes near or at this location. In conversations 
with DOT, this location was suggested to avoid a conflict with changes to Nassau Ave. He also 
raised the issue of the conversion of the asphalt courts at McCarren to grass and other 
improvements would lead to increased pedestrian and cyclist traffic to the area. He committed 
to working with business that would be effected by the reversal. Council Member stated that a 
study was appropriate at this location because the Northside Greenpoint Williamsburg Industrial 
Business Zone (IBZ) is 13% of the area and since the rezoning it has evolved from its historic 
manufacturing and industrial uses, unlike the East Williamsburg IBZ which is larger and more 
contained. 
Committee/Board Members:  
Mr. Pferd asked if DOT requires CB approval, and that he had concerns that trucks should not 
be transiting near McCarren Park. It was explained that it is DOT policy to consult the board 
before street reversals. 
Ms. Breitner noted the presentation by the Bankers Anchor stewards at the April Transportation 
Committee meeting and that any study should include their improvement plan. She supports the 
reversal. 
Ms. LaBorde supported the reversal and suggested that Nassau Ave and Leonard be included in 



the study. 
Ms. Deny Horowitz explained that the reversal was suggested as part of an earlier plan to 
extend the Berry Open Street to Nassau Ave. CM Restler suggested that DOT should do a 
holistic study for the area to assess overall changes to the Northside. 
Mr. Weiser raised serious concerns that this reversal could have serious effects on the businesses 
and that a safety study would be appropriate, but making trucks harder to access businesses is 
not a sensible idea. He also noted that because businesses are not available to attend the meeting 
a vote should be postponed until they can attend a future meeting, and suggested that DOT will 
move ahead with whatever they want without addressing the concerns. 
Before acknowledging the public comments, Chair Bruzaitis stated that because of 

scheduling conflicts, the businesses who would be most effected were not able to attend the 

committee meeting. He raised concerns that the committee would be voting on this request 

without direct input from them.  

In lieu of business representation, Chair Bruzaitis read out a statement from Ms. Karen 

Nieves of Evergreen (letter attached). 
Public: 
Mr. John Rozmus opposes the street reversal and renewed his concerns for emergency vehicle 
access and addressed the issues that continue to be a problem at the intersections of Bedford 
Ave, Nassau Ave & Leonard St. 
The following members of the public spoke in support of the reversal citing the upgrades to 
McCarren Park and increased foot and cycle traffic; illegal parking and need for additional 
daylighting; enhanced crosswalks, inclusion of a bi-directional bike lane; historic ask from 
Berry OSP & Bankers Anchor supporters/volunteers and need to work with businesses: 
Mr. Casey Fitzpatrick; Ms. Rachel Smith; Mr. Brent Bovenzi; Mr. David Ruperti; Mr. Allen 
Minor; Ms. Kaylee Avner; Mr. Kevin Costa; Ms. Solveig Entwistle; Mr. James Leonzio; Mr 
Michael Murtha; Mr. Kevin La Cherra. 

MOTION:  Community Board 1 to draft a letter to NYC DOT supporting a study 

of safety improvements on Berry Street including but not limited to a directional 

reversal from North 12th Street to North 14th Street. The study MUST include 

consideration of the following points and their impacts on the local Industrial 

Business Zone: 

1. NYC DOT must conduct direct outreach to both commercial and industrial 

businesses within the IBZ throughout the study process. 

2. All concerns, feedback, and recommendations from affected businesses should be 

formally documented, reviewed, and analyzed as part of the study findings. 

3. NYC DOT’s Freight Mobility unit should be directly involved in the process, 

acknowledging that some IBZ businesses receive larger permitted trucks exceeding 

53 feet in length. 

4. NYC DOT must specifically study truck turning radii at North 14th Street and 

Berry Street, as well as at other intersections where truck traffic may be diverted. 

5. The study should evaluate traffic impacts on the broader IBZ and nearby 

residential streets, including but not limited to Calyer Street and Norman Avenue. 



6. NYC DOT should analyze truck routes along North 10th Street and North 11th 

Street to determine where truck traffic may be diverted as a result of the proposed 

reversal. 

7. NYC DOT should conduct outreach to neighboring hotels, including the 

Coda Hotel, to assess potential impacts on deliveries, loading operations, and guest 

transportation.(Mr. Pferd) 

SECOND: Ms. LaBorde 

AYE: Mr. Bruzaitis; Ms. LaBorde; Mr. Pferd; Ms. Breitner*; Mr. Degrade. 

NAY: Mr. Goldstein; Mr. Itzkowitz; Mr. Klagsbald; Mr. Weiser. 

ABSTENTIONS: NONE. 

MOTION PASSED (*NON-BOARD MEMBERS). 

 

2. El Puente Street Co-Naming: Request to Co-name the corner of South 4th and Roebling St as 
El Puente Way. 

Presented by Ms. Asenhat Gomez. 
Ms. Gomez explained the history and extensive contributions El Puente has made to the North 
Brooklyn community for almost four decades. Since El Puente will be moving locations from 
the corner of Roebling Street and South 4th Street, the organization would like to memorialize 
the corner to preserve their history. 

MOTION: Community Board 1 to draft a letter to Council Member Jennifer 

Gutierrez in support of co-naming the North West Corner of Roebling Street and 

North 4th Street in honor of El Puente (Mr. Pferd) 

SECOND: Ms. Breitner 

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY WITHOUT ABSTENTIONS WITH 2 NON-

BOARD MEMBERS VOTING.. 

3. Review of Outstanding Transportation Committee Items. 
TABLED. 

4. Review of District Needs Statement. 
TABLED. 

5. Old Business. 
North 6th Street directional conversion completed. 
Marcy Ave Bus Lane improvements completed. 
McGuinness Blvd ground breaking in May to complete the road diet in the norther section the 
Pulaski Bridge. 

6. New Business. 
Mr. Weiser informed the committee that there is an unsafe crosswalk condition at Williamsburg 
Street East & Wythe. He has reached out to NYC DOT but has not received a response. He also 
suggested that NYC DOT should conduct a study of crosswalks in North Brooklyn to prioritize 
remarking. Chair Bruzaitis agreed but stated that there is a process within NYC DOT to survey 



crosswalks in advance of marking season, but suggested that the committee provide a list of 
dangerous crosswalks to expedite the process. 
Mr. David Kupferberg appeared to update the committee on a vote by Community Board 9 and 
their resolution on updating bus routes. He encouraged CB1 to follow suit with a similar 
resolution. (email attached). 
 
Ms. Astrid Malter appeared to relate her story of being struck by a hit and run driver on 
Greenpoint Avenue & Leonard Street on April 10, 2026. Fortunately, she recovered from her 
injuries, but the committee was concerned by the response of the 94th Precinct and the light 
summons issued to the driver (who appeared about a half hour after the crash). Ms. Malter was 
informed that the committee has taken up the issues with Greenpoint Avenue in different 
sections and encouraged her to attend future meetings to give insights on design changes. 
 
Ms Christina Grunwald, a parent of 2 children at the Carrig Montessori School on Olive Street 
between Maspeth Ave and Sharron/Orient Streets, appeared to state her concerns that the 
conditions at drop off and dismissal have become very unsafe due to the increase in 
construction traffic. She noted that the enrollment has risen to 59 students due to higher grade 
level additions. The window for a new traffic study will be open in July of 2026. The committee 
suggested that she attend a future Transportation Cmte meeting in the fall to discuss the 
parameters of a new study request. Chair Bruzaitis also mentioned that he will reach out to 
Christine Carrig (the schools proprietor) to discuss a pre-meeting walk-thru or other action. 
 
Mr. Pferd noted the need for yet another fatality letter. Mr. Goldstein shared footage of the 
victim moments before his tragic death on May 1st. 

 
MOTION: Community Board 1 to draft its standard inquiry letter to NYPD Highway 

Patrol, 90th Precinct, Council Member Gutierrez & DA Gonzalez regarding the following 

incident (Ms. LaBorde): 

Fatality 

Victim: Joel Jacobowitz 

Date: May 1, 2026 

Time: 8:18 AM 

Location: Lee Avenue & Lorimer Street. 

SECOND: Mr. Pferd 

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY WITHOUT ABSTENTIONS WITH 2 NON-BOARD 

MEMBERS VOTING. 



M O T I O N S 
 
MOTION:  Community Board 1 to draft a letter to NYC DOT supporting a study 

of safety improvements on Berry Street including but not limited to a directional 

reversal from North 12th Street to North 14th Street. The study MUST include 

consideration of the following points and their impacts on the local Industrial 

Business Zone: 

1. NYC DOT must conduct direct outreach to both commercial and industrial 

businesses within the IBZ throughout the study process. 

2. All concerns, feedback, and recommendations from affected businesses should be 

formally documented, reviewed, and analyzed as part of the study findings. 

3. NYC DOT’s Freight Mobility unit should be directly involved in the process, 

acknowledging that some IBZ businesses receive larger permitted trucks exceeding 

53 feet in length. 

4. NYC DOT must specifically study truck turning radii at North 14th Street and 

Berry Street, as well as at other intersections where truck traffic may be diverted. 

5. The study should evaluate traffic impacts on the broader IBZ and nearby 

residential streets, including but not limited to Calyer Street and Norman Avenue. 

6. NYC DOT should analyze truck routes along North 10th Street and North 

11th Street to determine where truck traffic may be diverted as a result of the 

proposed reversal. 

7. NYC DOT should conduct outreach to neighboring hotels, including the 

Coda Hotel, to assess potential impacts on deliveries, loading operations, and guest 

transportation.(Mr. Pfer 

SECOND: Ms. LaBorde 

AYE: Mr. Bruzaitis; Ms. LaBorde; Mr. Pferd; Ms. Breitner*; Mr. Radezky. 

NAY: Mr. Goldstein; Mr. Itzkowitz; Mr. Klagsbald; Mr. Weiser. 

ABSTENTIONS: NONE. 

MOTION PASSED (*NON-BOARD MEMBERS). 
 



M O T I O N S 
 
 
MOTION: Community Board 1 to draft a letter to Council Member Jennifer Gutierrez in 

support of co-naming the North West Corner of Roebling Street and South 4th Street in 

honor of El Puente (Mr. Pferd) 

SECOND: Ms. Breitner 

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY WITHOUT ABSTENTIONS WITH 2 NON-BOARD 

MEMBERS VOTING.. 

 

MOTION: Community Board 1 to draft its standard inquiry letter to NYPD Highway Patrol, 90th 

Precinct, Council Member Gutierrez & DA Gonzalez regarding the following incident (Ms. 

LaBorde): 

Fatality 

Victim: Joel Jacobowitz 

Date: May 1, 2026 

Time: 8:18 AM 

Location: Lee Avenue & Lorimer Street. 

SECOND: Mr. Pferd 

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY WITHOUT ABSTENTIONS WITH 2 NON-BOARD MEMBERS 

VOTING. 



​Request for Block Reversal Traffic Study:​
​Berry Street between North 12th Street & North 14th Street​

​Presented to Brooklyn Community Board 1 Transportation Committee  |  May 27, 2026​

​We are requesting CB1 support for the Department of Transportation to study safety​
​improvements on this stretch of Berry Street between North 12th and North 14th Streets​
​and as Berry converts into Nassau Ave.​

​Existing Conditions​

​- Trucks use Berry St. to enter IBZ,​
​leaving designated truck routes early​

​- Cars travel at high speed, using Berry​
​St. as a cut-through route to Greenpoint​

​- Increasing foot traffic between​
​Bushwick Inlet & McCarren Park​

​- In the past five years, there have been​
​twelve collisions with three injuries on​
​this stretch of Berry St.​

​Proposed Change​

​- Reverse traffic flow on two blocks to​
​remove cut-through route​

​- Redirect truck traffic to existing truck​
​routes​

​- Provide safe bidirectional bike​
​connection between Greenpoint and​
​Berry Open Street​



 
May 27th, 2026 

On behalf of Evergreen: Your North Brooklyn Business Exchange, we are writing regarding the proposed study 
of the Berry Street reversal from North 12th Street to North 14th Street. 

Unfortunately, the Evergreen team is unable to attend and speak at this evening’s Transportation Committee 
meeting due to our Annual Celebration event. 

Evergreen supports open space initiatives and efforts to improve street safety within the 
Greenpoint-Williamsburg Industrial Business Zone (IBZ). We also recognize that the corridor has evolved 
significantly in recent years, with increased pedestrian activity and changing neighborhood uses, particularly 
surrounding developments such as Bankers Anchor. We understand the importance of improving safety and 
accessibility for the growing number of pedestrians utilizing the area and believe these considerations should 
be thoughtfully balanced alongside the operational needs of IBZ businesses and freight movement. With that 
being said, we want to ensure that any street redesign within the IBZ does not impede the daily operations of 
local businesses and that businesses can continue to safely and efficiently receive deliveries without additional 
conflicts or barriers. 

As it currently stands, many businesses are already experiencing challenges with vendors who are increasingly 
reluctant to make deliveries into New York City. This creates significant operational hardships for businesses 
within the district. 

The IBZ was specifically designated to provide a safe and functional environment for industrial and 
manufacturing businesses to operate and thrive. As discussions move forward regarding potential changes to 
Berry Street, we urge the Committee to carefully consider the needs of the industrial business community and 
the importance of maintaining reliable access for deliveries, freight movement, and business operations. 

If Community Board 1’s Transportation Committee supports the study of the proposed reversal of Berry Street 
from North 12th Street to North 14th Street, we respectfully request that the following conditions be included 
as part of the study process: 

1.​ NYC DOT must conduct direct outreach to both commercial and industrial businesses within the IBZ 
throughout the study process. 

2.​ All concerns, feedback, and recommendations from affected businesses should be formally 
documented, reviewed, and analyzed as part of the study findings. 

3.​ NYC DOT’s Freight Mobility unit should be directly involved in the process, acknowledging that some 
IBZ businesses receive larger permitted trucks exceeding 53 feet in length. 

4.​ NYC DOT must specifically study truck turning radii at North 14th Street and Berry Street, as well as at 
other intersections where truck traffic may be diverted. 

5.​ The study should evaluate traffic impacts on the broader IBZ and nearby residential streets, including 
but not limited to Calyer Street and Norman Avenue. 

 



 
6.​ NYC DOT should analyze truck routes along North 10th Street and North 11th Street to determine 

where truck traffic may be diverted as a result of the proposed reversal. 
7.​ NYC DOT should conduct outreach to neighboring hotels, including the Coda Hotel, to assess potential 

impacts on deliveries, loading operations, and guest transportation. 

We appreciate the opportunity to share our concerns and look forward to continuing to work collaboratively 
on solutions that support both street safety and the long-term viability of businesses within the IBZ. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact me at knieves@evergreenexchange.org or 718-388-7287 ext 160.  

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Karen Nieves, Manager Business Expansion & Retention, Evergreen​
 

 

mailto:knieves@evergreenexchange.org




































Brooklyn Community Board 9 
890 Nostrand Avenue 

Brooklyn, New York 11225 
 

Transportation Committee  
May 13, 2026 

 
Chair: Ethan Norville; Vice Chair: Andrew Magnus; Secretary: Paco Abraham 

 
Attendance (Board Members): Ethan Norville; Andrew Magnus; Felice Robertson; Khurshid 
Abdul-Mutakabbir; Theresa Westerdahl; Isaiah Pecou 
 
Attendance (Community Resident Members): Paco Abraham; Valerie Fleming; Calista 
DeJesus 
 
Absent (Board Members): None 
 
Absent (Community Resident Members): Vadim Gaboys 
 
Guests: David Kupferberg (NYC Passengers United) 
 
CB9 Staff: Allison Henry, Community Associate  
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Agenda: 

I. Welcome/Greetings 
a. The meeting is called to order at 7:09 pm.  
b. Chairman Baptiste thanks the committee for its continued service.  

 
II. Approval of April Minutes 

a. Review of past meeting minutes.  
b. Chairman Norville flags a typo in April minutes under items 7-F-i… the word 

“Unanimously approved” has a typo. It should read “Unanimously approved.” 
c. Teresa Westerdahl notes the minutes reference a letter that was sent out by the 

district office and asks if CB9 has any formal system for sharing letters that have 
gone out to agencies. Group discussion about best practices for sharing CB 
correspondence.  

d. Andrew Magnus moves to approve the minutes with the above typo corrected  
i. Roll Call vote. 6 out of 7 approve with one abstention. Motion passes.  

 
III. DOT Street Improvement: Rochester Avenue between Fulton Street and East New York 

Avenue 
a. Chairman Norville presents a summary of a DOT plan previously presented to 

CB8 in June of 2025. It includes painted neckdowns, enhanced crossings, loading 



zones, and turn calming treatments and is set for installation in coming weeks. A 
few intersections affected do fall within CB9, prompting committee review. 
Conversation included -  

● Crash statistics, and consideration of Rochester as a Vision Zero priority 
corridor (which it is) 

● Questions about Rochester as a truck corridor (which it is not) 
● Concern about safety of the painted neckdowns. Teresa and Valerie 

discuss it potentially being a false sense of safety and that “paint is not 
enough”. Paco agreed that “something physical” would be better.   

● Felice references the similarity in design of Rochester Avenue with 
Washington Avenue, which the committee long ago requested DOT 
provide safety enhancements for. Valerie asks if the committee can again 
follow up on the existing request to DOT. Andrew agrees and asks, 
“Where are we with Washington Avenue?” Ethan says DOT has our 
request and the ball is in their court.  

● Andrew asks if this Rochester project was an internal project of DOT or if 
it was the result of a specific request by the community or elected 
officials.    

● Ethan says we do not need a vote necessarily on this project as the 
information was simply given to CB9 for awareness it is proceeding, but 
he reminds the committee he has asked DOT to show up in the meeting 
and address this corridor, along with last month’s request for details on 
school safety speed limit changes proposed, and the long standing request 
for safety enhancements to Washington Avenue.  

● Felice reads correspondence from board member Rod Herbert which 
flagged concern with DOT decision to advance new school slow zones on 
Kingston and Rutland Road, as well as a school safety project on 
Brooklyn and Kingston Avenue (only one of which is a vision zero 
corridor) ahead of any speed limit changes near two schools, M.S. 061 Dr. 
Gladstone H. Atwell & P.S. 221 Toussaint L'Ouverture, both of which sit 
on Empire Blvd, which was already identified as a Vision Zero Corridor.  

 
IV. Review Brooklyn Bus Network redesign, determine district needs and redesign 

framework  
a. David Kupferberg from NYC Passengers United offers a general assessment of 

the current Brooklyn Bus redesign plan on the table from the MTA. He leads a 
group discussion about elements which he and his colleagues oppose in the 
proposed changes. A broad-ranging conversation noted concerns with the lack of 
any 24-hour east/west route in CB9, that many bus stops don’t have shelters or 

https://www.ms61.net/
https://www.ms61.net/
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/schools/K221


comfortable infrastructure, and there are concerns with the terminus of the B16 
and the wait time for the B44 on weekends.  

b. Chairman Norville leads the conversation to a consensus with several guiding 
principles and committee votes on each idea.  

i. Chairman Norville moves to propose a standard for the MTA’s bus 
redesign where they optimize for overall travel time rather than just bus 
speed. Calista seconds. No opposition and so the motion passes by 
unanimous consent.  

ii. Andrew moves that the MTA makes bus stop environments more pleasant 
and enhance the pedestrian experience so that any route changes should 
come in tandem with infrastructure improvement (i.e. seating, shade, 
lighting etc.) Paco seconds. No opposition and so the motion passes by 
unanimous consent.  

iii. Ethan moves that the MTA provide our district with a true east-west route, 
running 24 hours a day (i.e. the to-be-created B10 running along Empire 
Blvd is not sufficient if its hours are only 6a to 8p as currently planned). 
Paco seconds. No opposition and so the motion passes by unanimous 
consent. 

iv. Ethan moves that the MTA aims to balance the frequency of service across 
the district. Calista seconds. No opposition and so the motion passes by 
unanimous consent. 

v. Andrew moves to prioritize subway connections over bus-to-bus transfers 
(i.e.  having the B16 termination at Utica Ave to connect with the B46 is 
less useful than extending it to the Sutter Avenue–Rutland Road station 
served by the 3 train. Paco seconds. No opposition and so the motion 
passes by unanimous consent. 

vi. Ethan moves that the MTA set a hard cap of 1200 feet between subway 
stops (approximately six street-to-street lengths) with a preference for 
1000 feet or less between stops (i.e. removing the B48 bus stop at 
Washington/ Sullivan adds 250 feet between bus stops). Andrew seconds. 
No opposition and so the motion passes by unanimous consent. 

vii. Paco moves that the MTA & DOT consult with the CB about new uses for 
any curb space made available by the removal of bus stops in the redesign. 
Ethan seconds. No opposition and so the motion passes by unanimous 
consent. 
 

V. New Business  
a. Paco inquiries about the long stretch of time between committee votes and next 

steps by the executive board and/or district office. The committee discussed how 
to ensure items do not get lost in the mix and that existing spreadsheets are 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sutter_Avenue%E2%80%93Rutland_Road_station


updated. Ethan agrees to let the committee know when relevant letters have been 
sent out to agencies. Andrew and Valerie note adding a column for turnaround 
time on spreadsheets would be wise and help show transparency of 
communication, such as a 60 day (~2 meeting) stretch for updates.  
 

VI. The meeting was adjourned at 8:56pm.  
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June 9, 2026 
COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

SLA REVIEW AND DCA COMMITTEE 
 
    TO:  Chairperson Dealice Fuller 
                      And CB#1 Board Members 
     
    FROM: Arthur Dybanowski, Chair 
      SLA Review & DCA Committee 
 
    RE:  Committee Meeting May 28, 2026 
 
The SLA Review & DCA Committee met at Swinging Sixties Senior Center, 211 Ainslie 
Street (Corner of Manhattan Ave) at 6:30 pm on May 28, 2026, Representatives of the 
Community Board and other Community Board members participated in the discussion and 
review of the applications. Applicants were advised that the meeting was to end at 9:00 pm 
and those applications not reached would be postponed to the next Committee meeting. 
Prior to the meeting, the List of New and Renewal applications that had been posted at the 
Public Hearing was provided to the 90 and 94 Precincts of the NYPD for their review. 

Members of the SLA Review & DCA Committee: 
Dybanowski, Chair; Bachorowski, Co-Chair; Bruzaitis; Dennis; Foster; Sofer; Talati; Van 
Couten; Cohen*; Kun*; Weiser (+) 

ATTENDANCE: 

 

Present:  Dybanowski; Bruzaitis; Dennis; Foster; Sofer; Van Coutten; Weiser; 
Cohen*; Kun*. (*Non-Board Member) 

Absent:   Bachorowski; Talati.  
 
                         The quorum was achieved. 

           ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

LIQUOR LICENSES 
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NEW 

 

1. 180 West Hospitality LLC, 180 West Street, (New Application & Temporary Retail Permit, 
Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider, Bar/Tavern, Backyard) Committee Recommended 

APPROVAL with STIPULATIONS: Signatures required from next door neighbors. 
 

1. 1122 Events Venue Corp., 141 Meserole Street, (New Application & Temporary Retail 
Permit, Wine, Beer & Cider, Catering Facility (Private Events Only) Applicant requested 

POSTPONEMENT. 
 

2. Agency Sixty Five Inc., DBA TBD, 361 Metropolitan Avenue, (New Application & 
Temporary Retail Permit, Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider, Bar/Tavern, Live Music: Soft Indie, 
Patron Dancing) Applicant will be presenting at the Full Board meeting on June 9, 2026. 

Due to large capacity. 
 

3. Atmosphile, LLC, DBA TBA, 413 Graham Avenue, (New Application & Temporary Retail 
Permit, Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider, Bar/Tavern) Committee Recommended 

APPROVAL. 
 

4. Avant Gardner, LLC, 111 Gardner Avenue & 140 Stewart Avenue, (Alteration, Liquor, 
Wine, Beer & Cider, Cabaret (Musical or Other Entertainment with 600 or More Patron 
Capacity), Live Music: All Types, Patron Dancing, Employee Dancing, Third Party 
Promoters, Patio or Deck, Rooftop, Open Space Within Property) Applicant WITHDREW 

the application. 
 

5. BLK Iris Express Inc. I, DBA Black Iris, 128 Metropolitan Avenue, (New Application & 
Temporary Retail Permit, Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider, Rest, Rooftop) Committee 

Recommended APPROVAL with STIPULATIONS: Outdoor Sunday to Thursday 10 

PM. Friday, Saturday 11 PM. Umbrellas for soundproof required. 
 

6. Brew York City LLC, DBA Glory Days, 544 Union Avenue, Unit 1, (New Application & 
Temporary Retail Permit, Wine, Beer & Cider, Bar/Tavern, Live Music: Occasional 
Acoustic, Sidewalk Cafe, Roadway Seating) Committee Recommended APPROVAL. 
 

7. Brown Eyed Hen Group LLC, DBA TBD, 577 Lorimer Street, (New Application & 
Temporary Retail Permit, Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider, Rest, Live Music: Three Piece Jazz 
Set) Committee Recommended APPROVAL. 
 

2. Hidden Dynasty LLC, DBA TBD, 54 North 11th Street, (New Application & Temporary 
Retail Permit, Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider, Rest, Live Music: Cultural Performance 
Dance, Employee Dancing) Applicant requested POSTPONEMENT. 
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8. La Luz Del Puente Restaurant Inc, 231 South 4th Street, (New Application & Temporary 

Retail Permit, Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider, Live Music: Non-Amplified Acoustic Jazz) 
Committee Recommended APPROVAL. 
 

9. Mad Records NYC Corp, DBA Mad Radio, 395 Wythe Avenue, (Alteration, Liquor, Wine, 
Beer & Cider, Rest) Committee Recommended APPROVAL. 
 

10. New Esquina Del Sabor Corp, 572 Grand Street, (Corporate Change & Renewal, Liquor, 
Wine, Beer & Cider, Rest, Sidewalk Cafe) Committee Recommended APPROVAL. 
 

11. Other Half Brewing Company, Inc., 12 South 3rd Street, (Request for Letter of No 
Objection to More than 4 One-Day Alcohol Permits: 
Sugar, Sugar! - June: 3, 4, 10, 11, 17, 18, 24, 25 
Unheard Series – July 23, August 20, September 17 
Movie Nights – July 7, July 21, August 18, September 1, September 15) Committee 

recommended DENIAL the applicant did not show. 
 

12. Paint 367 LLC, DBA Bar Madonna, 367 Metropolitan Avenue, (Alteration, Liquor, Wine, 
Beer & Cider, Rest, Roadway Cafe) N/A Listed on Sidewalk Café & Roadway Café. 
 

13. Pizza Pasta Salad LLC, DBA Salsa Pizza Napoletana, 40 Clifford Place, (Class Change, 
Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider, Rest, Sidewalk Cafe) Committee recommended DENIAL 

the applicant did not show. 
 

14. Premier Choice Concepts LLC, 278 Grand Street, (New Application & Temporary Retail 
Permit, Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider, Bar/Tavern, Backyard) Committee Recommended 

APPROVAL with STIPULATIONS: Soundproof outdoor space, Umbrellas, Outdoor 

Hours: Sunday to Thursday 10 PM. Friday, Saturday 11 PM. 
  

15. Top Star Brooklyn LLC, DBA Pending, 46 Norman Avenue, (New Application & 
Temporary Retail Permit, Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider, Rest) Committee Recommended 

APPROVAL. 

 

SIDEWALK CAFÉ & ROADWAY CAFÉ: 

 

1. ETA 125 Corp, DBA Mugs Ale House, 125 Bedford Avenue Committee recommended 

DENIAL the applicant did not show. 
2. Paint 367 LLC, DBA Bar Madonna, 367 Metropolitan Avenue Committee 

Recommended APPROVAL. 
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RENEWALS 

 

1. 18 Bedford Ave LLC, DBA Five Leaves, 18 Bedford Avenue, (Renewal, Liquor, Wine, 
Beer & Cider, Rest, Sidewalk Cafe, Roadway Cafe) 

2. 33 1/3 Inc, DBA Iona, 180 Grand Street, (Renewal, Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider, Rest, 
Backyard) 

3. 94 Wythe F&B LLC, DBA Desert 5 Spot New York, 94 Wythe Avenue, (Renewal, Liquor, 
Wine, Beer & Cider, Bar/Tavern, Live Music: Live / DJ Music, Country Music Bands, 
Patron Dancing) 

4. 104 South 4th Inc., DBA Keg & Lantern Brewing, 104 South 4th Street, (Renewal, Liquor, 
Wine, Beer & Cider, Rest, Sidewalk Cafe, Roadway Cafe) 

5. 644 Driggs Ave LLC, DBA Woodhul Winebar, 644 Driggs Avenue, (Renewal, Liquor, 
Wine, Beer & Cider, Bar/Tavern) 

6. 1118 Lorimer Cafe LLC, DBA The Noble, 148 Noble Street, (Renewal, Wine, Beer & 
Cider, Bar/Tavern, Patio or Deck, Outdoor Seating Within Property Line) 

7. Dow Young Group I Inc, 579 Meeker Avenue, (Renewal, Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider, 
Bar/Tavern, Patio or Deck) 

8. Enlightenment Wines Farm and Meadery LLC, DBA Honey's, 99 Scott Avenue, (Renewal, 
Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider, Bar/Tavern, Cocktail Bar With Occasional Guest DJs, Patio 
or Deck, Rooftop) 

9. Esse Taco Williamsburg LLC, DBA Esse Taco, 142 North 5th Street, (Renewal, Liquor, 
Wine, Beer & Cider, Taqueria, Sidewalk Cafe) 

10. GFLC Market LLC, DBA Greenpoint Fish & Lobster Company, 114 Nassau Avenue Store, 
(Renewal, Wine, Beer & Cider, REst) 

11. Greenpoint Truck Stop Inc, 278 Greenpoint Avenue, (Renewal, Beer & Cider, Gas Station) 
12. Hah Restaurant Group LLC, DBA Ringolevio, 490 Humboldt Street, (Renewal, Liquor, 

Wine, Beer & Cider, Rest, Backyard) 
13. Hana Makgeolli LLC, 201 Dupont Street, (Renewal, Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider, Rest 

Brewer, Live Music, Sidewalk Cafe 
14. Healthy as a Motha LLC, DBA Haam, 234 Union Avenue, (Renewal, Liquor, Wine, Beer 

& Cider, Rest, Live Music: Steel Plan, Closing Time to 3 A.M. on Friday, Saturday & 
Sunday) 

15. Kim & Hua Holding LLC, DBA Nan Xiang Express Soup Dumplings, 167 Grand Street, 
(Renewal, Wine, Beer & Cider, Rest) 

16. Maloya LLC, 983 Flushing Avenue, (Renewal, Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider, Rest) 
17. Masquerade Brooklyn I LLC, DBA Masquerade, 351 Broadway, (Renewal, Liquor, Wine, 

Beer & Cider, Rest, Backyard) 
18. McCarren Park House LLC, DBA McCarren Park House, 855 Lorimer Street, (Renewal, 

Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider, Rest, Live Music: Jazz and Local Bands Local DJs, Patio or 
Deck) 
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19. Mendez & Avelar Inc, DBA La Superior, 295 Berry Street, South 2nd Street & Berry Street, 
(Renewal, Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider, Rest) 

20. Million Goods LLC, 88 Franklin Street, (Renewal, Wine, Beer & Cider, Bar/Tavern, 
Backyard) 

21. My Kismet LLC, DBA Little Rascal Bar, 130 Franklin Street, (Renewal, Liquor, Wine, 
Beer & Cider, Bar/Tavern, Backyard) 

22. New Mon Sang Rest Corp, DBA New Apolo Restaurant, 508 Grand Street, (Renewal, 
Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider, Rest) 

23. Night Rafter LLC, DBA Kilo Bravo; Wing Jawn, 180 North 10th Street, (Renewal, Liquor, 
Wine, Beer & Cider, Bar/Tavern) 

24. NYSF Ventures LLC, DBA Horses and Divorces, 285 Bedford Avenue, (Renewal, Liquor, 
Wine, Beer & Cider, Bar/Tavern) 

25. Ox Collar LLC, DBA Goldies, 195 Nassau Avenue, (Renewal, Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider, 
Bar/Tavern, Backyard) 

26. Pieintheskybrooklyn LLC, DBA Paulie Gee’s, 60 Greenpoint Avenue, (Renewal, Liquor, 
Wine, Beer & Cider, Rest, Live Music: Local Bands, Acoustic, Singer Songwriters, 
Sidewalk Cafe, Roadway Cafe) 

27. She Said NYC LLC, DBA With Others Brooklyn, 340 Bedford Avenue, (Renewal, Liquor, 
Wine, Beer & Cider, Bar/Tavern, Patio or Deck) 

28. Stella Mae Brooklyn LLC, DBA Rocka Rolla, 486 Metropolitan Avenue, (Renewal, Liquor, 
Wine, Beer & Cider, Bar/Tavern, Live Music, Backyard) 

29. Xixa LLC, DBA Xixa, 241 South 4th Street, (Renewal, Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider, Rest) 
 

Renewal licenses were posted at the Public Hearing of the Community Board, and all members 
were encouraged to review the list and report any issues or concerns to the SLA Review 
Committee. The list was also provided to both the 90 and 94 Precincts of the NYPD. After 
review, the Committee recommends the APPROVAL of all Renewal applications.  
 

ITEMS PREVIOUSLY POSTPONED 

 

3. 99 Scott Studio LLC, DBA 99 Scott, 99 Scott Avenue, Unit G, (Alteration, Liquor, Wine, 
Beer & Cider, Catering Facility (Private Events Only), Live Music: 
Rock/Alternative/Jazz/Soul/Funk, Patron Dancing, Patio or Deck, Courtyard) Committee 

Recommended APPROVAL. 
 

4. ASMH 127 East 7 LLC, DBA Dokidoki, 160 Havemeyer Street S5, (New Application & 
Temporary Retail Permit, Wine, Beer & Cider, Rest) Committee Recommended 

APPROVAL. 
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5. Bark Barbecue Corp., 25 Thames Street, (New Application & Temporary Retail Permit, 
Wine, Beer & Cider, Rest, Live Music: Merengue Tipico Bands, Patio or Deck) Applicant 

will be presenting at the Full Board meeting on June 9, 2026. Due to large capacity. 
 

6. DLS Events LLC, 261-267 Driggs Avenue, (Method of Operation, Liquor, Wine, Beer & 
Cider, Bar/Tavern, Live Music: Rock, Acoustic, Jazz, Outdoor Storage Area for Alcohol. 
No Outdoor Service) Applicant WITHDREW the application. 
 

7. Family Group Enterprises Inc., DBA Patrizia Pizza & Pasta, 35 Broadway, (Class Change, 
Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider, Rest) Applicant requested POSTPONEMENT. 
 

8. Green Street Music & Arts LLC, DBA Pending, 259-277 Green Street, (New Application 
& Temporary Retail Permit, Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider, Venue for the Arts, Live Music: 
Various, Patron Dancing, Rooftop, Garden/Grounds) Applicant will be presenting at the 

Full Board meeting on September 8, 2026. Due to large capacity. 
 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

The next meeting of the SLA Review & DCWP Committee is scheduled as follows: 

 

    WHEN:  Monday, June 15, 2026 

    TIME:     6:30 PM  

    WHERE: Swinging Sixties Senior Center 

      211 Ainslie St. 

      Brooklyn, NY 11222 

      (Corner of Manhattan Ave)      



COMMUNITY BOARD No. 1 
435 GRAHAM AVENUE - BROOKLYN, NY 11211- 8813 

PHONE: (718) 389-0009 

FAX: (718) 389-0098 

Email: bk01@cb.nyc.gov 

Website: www.nyc.gov/brooklyncb1 
 HON. ANTONIO REYNOSO 

BROOKLYN BOROUGH PRESIDENT 

DEALICE FULLER 

CHAIRPERSON 

             HON. LINCOLN RESTLER 

COUNCILMEMBER, 33rd CD 

JOHANA PULGARIN 
DISTRICT MANAGER 

            HON. JENNIFER GUTIERREZ 
COUNCILMEMBER, 34th CD 

 

 

 
 

SIMON WEISER 

FIRST VICE-CHAIRMAN 

DEL TEAGUE 
SECOND VICE-CHAIRPERSON 

GINA BARROS 

THIRD VICE-CHAIRPERSON 

DAVID HEIMLICH 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

SONIA IGLESIAS 

RECORDING SECRETARY 

PHILIP A. CAPONEGRO 

MEMBER-AT-LARGE 

June 9, 2026 
  

COMMITTEE REPORT  

Land Use, ULURP, and Landmarks (Subcommittee) Committee 

  

TO:   Chairperson Dealice Fuller and CB1 Board Members  

FROM:   Ms. Del Teague, Committee Chair 
                                          Mr. Stephen Chesler, Committee Co-Chair 
                                          Ms. Bozena Kaminski, Landmarks Subcommittee Co-Chair 

RE:   Land Use Committee Report from June 1, 2026  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
The Committee met on the evening of June 1, 2026, at 6:00 PM at CB1 District Office, 435 Graham 
Avenue (Corner of Frost St), Brooklyn, NY. 11211  
  

Members of the Land Use, ULURP and Landmarks [subcommittee] Committee Teague, 
Chair; Chesler, Co-Chair; Kaminski, Landmarks Subcommittee Co-Chair; Isaacs; Kawaguchi;  
Rabbi Niederman; Pferd; Sofer; Vega; Weiser; Kantin*; Kawochka*; Nieves*; Salgado* (*) Non-

Board Member. 

 

Present: Teague; Chesler; Kaminski; Isaacs; Kawaguchi; Niederman; Pferd; Vega; Weiser; Kantin*; 
Nieves*. (*) Non-Board Member. 
Absent: Dennis; Sofer; Kawochka*; Salgado*; (*Non-Board Member) 
 
 
11 members present. A quorum was achieved. 
 



 

 
 

AGENDA: 

1. PRESENTATION EVERGREEN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Evergreen's 

Community Development Fellow, Wayne Chen, will present the 

Greenpoint/Williamsburg IBZ District Needs Assessment Findings. 

 
Please see attachment The following is a summary: 
 

Research shows that re-zoning has really changed the character of the neighborhood and 
has had a significant effect on the effort to protect industry. In 2017 the city provided 
industrial bonuses. In 2024 the City of Yes provisions modernized the overall industrial 
plan. The Greenpoint/Williamsburg IBZ encompasses 57 acres in south Greenpoint and 
north Williamsburg. It does not change the underlying zoning but is merely a designation. 
Although there has been two decades of attrition of traditional industrial usage in this IBZ, 
its provision of jobs and business usage is not insignificant. At this point it is responsible 
for approximately 3.400 jobs; 130 businesses; and $920M annual economic activity. 
Since 2006, 79% of the businesses tracked are no longer there. Usage has changed to 
activities such as light industry, fitness, design, retail, and food related businesses, which 
still create jobs. However, the business usage is not uniform throughout the IBZ but is 
concentrated in “hot spots”. 

 
A prime reason for the attrition is the significantly lower rental value of industrial space 
vs. residential space. Because of the diminished industrial usage in this IBZ, the City of 
Yes has placed it in the lowest tier for industrial protection. 
 Given the change in the character of business usage, the attrition of heavy industrial use, 
the financial attraction of residential use, and our need for housing, we may want to look 
at the possibility of MX re-zoning. Mr. Chen suggested that we look at the GMDC 
Brownsville Industrial Center. 

 

 

2. PRESENTATION BROOKLYN PUBLIC LIBRARY AND NYC DEPARTMENT 

OF DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION (DDC): Brooklyn Public Library and NYC 

DDC will present on the second phase of Leonard Library's construction to 

Community Board 1, in advance of submitting the designs to the Public Design 

Commission. This final phase focuses on full accessibility for the branch: upgrading 

and adding ADA-accessible bathrooms, installing an elevator for lower-level 

accessibility, installation of new code compliant egress from the lower-level (including 

a new exterior staircase), and new exit doors. Presenter: Brooklyn Public Library, 

Senior Director of Government & Community Relations, Michael Fieni.  

 

The presenter explained that the renovations had to be done in two phases because of a lack 
of funding. This, unfortunately, results in the library having to be closed twice, along with 
the second disadvantage of possibly overlapping with the upcoming renovation closure of 
the Bushwick library.  The committee members and residents in attendance were very 
concerned about the possibility that both libraries will have overlapping closures, because 
each library is the natural alternative for usage by residents in the event either one is closed. 
The representatives from the library and DDC assured us that they will try to avoid the 



 

 
 

overlapping closures. However, they explained that once everything is in place to move 
forward, a delay in the starting time can result in significant cost increases and the possible 
need to comply with ever-changing codes.  

 
The scope of work includes upgrading the bathrooms for ADA accessibility; adding an 
ADA accessible bathroom on the main level, providing additional egress; installing an 
elevator for access to the lower level; installing new flooring on the main level; and adding 
additional security cameras. 
 
The committee members and residents all agreed that the ADA accessibility that these 
Phase 2 renovations will provide is critically needed. Accordingly, the committee voted to 
support the scope of work with the strong request that BPL and DDC make every effort to 
avoid or minimize the overlapping closures.   

  
The following motions were unanimously approved: 
 
-1- To write a letter to BPL and DDC in support of the design with a request that they make 
every effort to avoid or minimize overlap with the Bushwick library closure, and that they 
work with CB1 to minimize disruptions. 
-2- To write a letter to the mayor saying that our community has been unfairly affected by 
the double closure of this library. More comprehensive funding could have avoided the 
upcoming second closure, which is compounded by the possible overlap with the upcoming 
planned renovation/ closure of the Bushwick library.  
 
Vote on both motions: 11 yes, 0 no, 0 abstentions  

  
  

3. PRESENTATION 289 KENT AVENUE REZONING APPLICATION 

C260087ZMK, CEQR # 26DCP046K: IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted 
by Web Holdings LLC pursuant to Sections 197-c and 201 of the New York City Charter 
for an amendment of the Zoning Map, Section No. 12d: 1. changing from an M3-1 District 
to an M1-3A/R7X District property bounded by South 1st Street, a line 200 feet 3 
northwesterly of Wythe Avenue, South 2nd Street, and Kent Avenue; 2. changing from an 
M3-1 District to an M1-2A District property bounded by a line midway between South 1st 
Street and South 2nd Street, Wythe Avenue, South 2nd Street, and a line 200 feet 
northwesterly of Wythe Avenue; and 3. establishing a Special Mixed Use District (MX-8) 
bounded by South 1st Street, a line 200 feet northwesterly of Wythe Avenue, South 2nd 
Street, and Kent Avenue; as shown on a diagram (for illustrative purposes only) dated April 
13, 2026, and subject to the conditions of CEQR Declaration E-905. Presenter: Fried Frank 
Harris Shriver & Jacobson LLP, Jeremy Kozin.  

 

This is a rezoning application to convert 3 lots from an M 3-1 district and to bring in an 
MIH district. The applicant appeared informally before the committee on January 5, 2026, 
to hear our questions and receive feedback prior to the formal public hearing. The applicant 
owns 2 of the 3 lots.  

 



 

 
 

 
The lots to be developed contain the building where Vice Media was located. The building 
is in part 3 stories and in part 1-2 stories. The applicant says the relief is justified based on 
the ground that the building is underutilized property in an area that was not re-zoned as 
part of a broader re-zoning. The presenter stated that the proposed development will 
provide a mixed-use re-development consistent with current usage. The applicant is willing 
to give up 10 feet of sidewalk property to allow for a wider sidewalk along Kent Avenue. 
The committee acknowledged the usefulness and desirability of the proposed enlarged 
sidewalk. 
 
The finished product will have 17 floors and 278 residential units, 56 to 83 being 
affordable, depending on the option chosen. When asked which option the applicant is 
leaning towards, the presenter stated they have no control over the choice and do not know 
which way City Council is leaning. 
 
The loading dock for ground floor retail will be located on S1st Street. The renditions 
showed solar panels and greenery on the roof. The applicant is flexible with respect to the 
make-up of the retail spaces. At the prior meeting the applicant told us that it has no plan 
for office space. 
 
At the January meeting we asked the applicant to address providing us with an additional 
community benefit, such as assistance to Grand Ferry Park, and /or an offer of more than 
the minimum required affordability. We also explained that we are looking for apartments 
that would accommodate families, and that we need at least some deep affordability. 
However, upon tonight’s return, the applicant could not give us its intended breakdown of 
the intended size or AMI of the apartments in the two possible option choices. Nor did the 
applicant have any concrete feedback on possible community benefits. The presenter stated 
there was a meeting with Council member Restler, but that there was no outcome to report 
as a result of the meeting. The presenter suggested it was too early in the process to address 
these issues. The committee informed the presenter that it is routine for developers to come 
to us at this point with answers to these questions. The presenter then divulged that the 
applicant has not actually retained a developer. He explained that the owner had been 
considering handling the development himself but now may want to retain an independent 
developer.  Accordingly, the committee was left with uncertainty about who will be 
developing this project and whether the plans presented would be deemed realistic by an 
independent developer. 
 
Several residents who came to object to the proposed development felt the applicant was 
not offering sufficient community benefit to warrant the increased density, strain on the 
infrastructure, and burden on the quality of life caused by the construction noise and dirt. 
They also commented that they thought is was disrespectful for the applicant not to have 
followed up on our community benefit requests. 
 
The following motion was unanimously approved: 
 
To deny the application because of: 



 

 
 

 
1) The lack of reasonable follow-up on the board’s request that the applicant be prepared 

to discuss community give back either with help to the nearby park or affordability; 
2) The lack of an identified developer: 
3) The refusal or inability to provide the committee with critical information regarding 

the make-up of the apartments or the amount of affordability projected. This failure 
denied the committee the opportunity to meaningfully evaluate the application and the 
effect it will have on the community. 
  

Vote: 10 yes, 0 no, 0 abstentions  
 

    

4. DISCUSSION: Response received from Lucia Marquez Reagan, Senior Borough 

Planner, to our request for MX District Information.  

The committee was provided with the information for further discussion. Board members 
can examine the attached exhibit. 

 



TWENTY 
YEARS ON

Findings from the Greenpoint-Williamsburg IBZ

Wayne Chen

ANHD Community Development Graduate Fellow

Brooklyn CB1 Land Use Committee

June 1, 2026
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Context.

Twenty years after the 2005 rezoning
This conversation, 

twenty years on
City of Yes M-zoning 

modernized

2025

2026

2024
Industrial Plan 
released First 

citywide industrial 
framework

2017

GW IBZ Designated, 
Evergreen begins 

managing the zone

IBIA passed Zoning 
bonus for industrial 

co-location
2005

2006

Evergreen commissioned this 
work to understand what those 
twenty years have done to the 

industrial base, and what it tells us 
about the years ahead.

Rezoning approved 
200 blocks converted 

to mixed-use
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Context.

What the GW IBZ is, and what it does

57 acres in southern Greenpoint and northeast 
Williamsburg, designated in 2006


Provides tax incentives for industrial 
businesses + a city-designated managing 
organization (Evergreen)


Does not carry zoning force on its own

~130 active businesses

~3,400 jobs supported

~$920M annual economic activity across NYC
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Findings.

of industrial businesses Evergreen has tracked in the 
GW IBZ are no longer operating there.

79%
54 operating

In the same space, 78 commercial businesses are currently operating.

design studios, fitness, food service, retail

203 closed or relocated

Both are employment. Both are economic activity in the zone today.
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Methodology.

How I went about this

What the records show What businesses say

MapPLUTO (land use)


ACRIS (property sales)


DOB (permits and conversions)


311 (complaints)


DOT (curb and loading)

Evergreen surveys 2023–2026


March 2026 focus group


December 2025 property tour

Every block-level claim is confirmed by at least two independent sources. Full methodology is 
in the report being passed around.
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Methodology.

Views from the field
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Findings.

Where the pressure 

concentrates

2

1Two areas inside the zone:



Berry-Kent-Wythe

Banker-Dobbin-Norman
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A closer look.

Highest-pressure block in the IBZ

Block 2616 

(193-233 Banker Street)

99% confidence hot spot 
(z-score 3.24), the 
strongest signal anywhere 
in the study

ABC Stone (234 Banker): 28 
years in the neighborhood, 
under a year left on its 
lease, receiving operation 
already moved to Long 
Island 

Next door, 233 Banker: sold 
and converted into a $3M 
private art gallery
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A closer look.

5:1 to 12:1 Rent Gap

Block 2283 

(20-24 Berry Street)

Industrial rents on these 
blocks: $8–15/sf. Non-
industrial on the same 
blocks: $40 to $100+/sf

The owner, after three years 
of losses, is pursuing his 
own ground-up mixed-use 
redevelopment (~18% 
maker space)

The building now functions 
mostly as storage
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A closer look.

What businesses are telling us
We asked about plans to stay or leave, lease security, operating conditions, and the pressures businesses face.

Earlier Survey 2026

“Evaluating Options”

2026

Smoked-fish Producer

Gem Street

“We plan to stay”

2023 survey

Berry street manufacturer

20 Berry Street

“Downsize”

2024 survey

Mixed-use development

2026

“It's not our turn anymore.” – Importer, Berry street

Sources: Evergreen engagement surveys 2023–2025, 2026 DNA survey, March 2026 focus group.
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Synthesis.

The City’s first ever Industrial Plan

Released December 2025, required 
every 8 years under local law

Covers ~545,000 industrial jobs 
citywide

Three new tiers: Primary (strongest 
protection), Secondary, and 
Neighborhood (weakest)

The GW IBZ: about two blocks 
Secondary, the rest Neighborhood, 
none Primary

The Plan does not directly change the IBZ 
designation. It signals where the City sees long-

term industrial use as a priority, and almost all of the 
GW IBZ, as currently mapped, is in the weakest tier.
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Synthesis.

805 Rockaway Ave - GMDC Brownsville Industrial Center

Opened late 2024 · 39,000 sf light manufacturing · 174 units of affordable and supportive 
housing



Industrial rents $14.50–$17.50/sf, within reach of production 
businesses

10 industrial units leased, 54 workers

Zero complaints between residential and industrial tenants since 
opening
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Synthesis.

Where this points

The IBZ today is a working mix of industrial and commercial 
activity, both providing jobs

The pressures are concentrated, visible, and now trackable year 
over year

Evergreen would value staying in conversation with CB1 as this 
work continues

Wayne Chen • wchen@evergreenexchange.org

Karen Nieves • knieves@evergreenexchange.org

Stephen Fabian • sfabian@evergreenexchange.org
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Underlying research: *Where the Zone Ends*, Columbia GSAPP, May 2026. Fellowship funded by ANHD.



Leonard Library
Investing in the Future of 

Brooklyn Community Board 1

MAY 12, 2026



Introductions
• BROOKLYN PUBLIC LIBRARY

⚬ Lauren Comito, Branch Manager
⚬ Alanna Lauter, Project Manager
⚬ Michael Fieni, BPL Community Engagement Team Member

• NYC DEPARTMENT OF DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
⚬ Anna Killion, Outreach Coordinator
⚬ Tirso Tavarez, Assistant Director, Intergovernmental Affairs, Communication  and 

Policy 

• RZAPS | RICARDO ZURITA ARCHITECTURE & PLANNING P.C.
⚬ Ricardo Zurita, Principal

Investing  in the Future  of Leonard  Library 2



Agenda
• Leonard Library Phase I Project Overview –  Completed 2025

• Leonard Library Phase II Project Scope and Details

• Construction Schedule

• Library Services During Closure

• Contact Information

• Questions
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Leonard Library Phase I Project Overview
▪ Installed major infrastructure upgrades, including a modern HVAC system, updated 

fire safety systems, and improved building management systems. 

▪ Restored and preserved key historic features of the Carnegie building, including the 
laylight, roof, and other architectural elements. 

▪ Refreshed interior spaces with new lighting, paint, ceiling tiles, and more. 

▪ Completed Summer 2025

4Investing  in the Future  of Leonard  Library



Leonard Library Phase I Project Overview
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1910s 2025



Leonard Library Phase II Project  Details
• Project Team

⚬ Architect: RZAPS | Ricardo Zurita Architecture & Planning P.C.

⚬ Construction Management: NYC Department of Design and Construction 
(DDC)  

• Project Funding: $ 5 Million 

⚬ $2 Million from Council Member Gutierrez 

⚬ $3 Million in Proceeds from the redevelopment of Brooklyn Heights Library
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Leonard Library Phase II Project  Scope
• Upgrade existing bathrooms for ADA accessibility
• Add an additional accessible bathroom
• Install an elevator for lower level accessibility
• Provide code -compliant egress from the lower level
• New flooring of the main level
• One new interior egress stair
• Two exterior stairs
• New exit doors at rear side of the library
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Leonard Library Phase II Project  Details 

8Investing  in the Future  of Leonard  Library

• Major Design Considerations o Prioritize full accessibility, public -facing elevator 
access, and facility upgrades aligned with 
current library use.

o Minimize impacts on the historical structure and 
elements, both interior and exterior, while 
optimizing capital funding.

o Encourage creative reorganization and 
modification of spaces if beneficial and within 
budget.

o Use durable, tamper -resistant, easy -to-maintain 
materials. Choose equipment and fixtures with 
easily replaceable parts and simple 
maintenance requirements.
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Site Location and Background

o Leonard Library is in Williamsburg, Brooklyn.

o It’s one of Brooklyn Public Library’s original 
Carnegie branches.

o Designed by William B. Tubby, built and opened 
in 1908.

o One -story building with a lower level.

o Interior has been renovated several times; 
exterior remains largely unchanged.

o Major rehabilitation project completed in 1965.
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Proposed Site Plan
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EXTERIOR SCOPE:

1.  REMOVAL OF EXISTING SHED
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LEGEND:
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Rear Yard  Photo

View
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Main Level Plan Demolition
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