
The City of New York  
Bronx Community Board Four 

General Board Meeting  
Tuesday, February 25, 2025 | 6 pm EST 

Bronx Museum of the Arts 
1040 Grand Concourse, Bronx, NY 

MS. BEVERLY BOARD, BOARD CHAIR, PRESIDING 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Ms. Shekera Algarin, Ms. Rasheida Alston, Ms. Beverly Bond, Dr. Serge Caceres, Ms. Triciah 
Claxton, Ms. Leticia N. Dinkins, Mr. Robert Garmendiz, Ms. Veronique Green, Ms. Towona 
Joye, Ms. Nurys Laureano, Dr. Veronie Lawrence, Ms. Crystar Lopez, Mr. Mohammed 
Mardah, Ms. Marie McCullough, Mr. Leandro Monzon, Ms. Michelle Mootreddy, Mr. Ebrahim 
Dawda Ndure, Ms. Yohanny Rincon, Ms. Elba Rodriguez, Ms. Lilliam Rosa, Mr. Glenn A. 
Saenz, Ms. Kinanda Williams-Murray. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Ms. Ellen D. Abraham, Ms. Priscilla Alexander, Ms. Gleny J. Camacho, Ms. Brenda Dock, Ms. 
Musu Drammeh, Mr. Julian D. Lopez-Leyva, Ms. Keyana Lundy, Mr. Van Miles, Rev. Julian 
Stephenson. 
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED: 
Mr. Isidro Bernabe Arguello, Mr. Howard Brown, Mrs. Rossmery Dais, Ms. Ishaira Garcia, Ms. 
Michelle Gardnier, Ms. Frances Hudson-Marrow, Ms. Monique McMahon-Stancil, Mrs. Zonia 
Ortiz, Ms. Martha Reyes, Ms. Marie A. Stroud, Ms. Latasha Wright. 
 
STAFF: 
Leonardo Coello, District Manager 
Elizabeth Gonzalez-Rodriguez, Senior Secretary 
 
ELECTED OFFICIALS: 
Tamar Rothstein, representing US Congressman Ritchie Torres 
Alexis Ruiz, representing Bronx Borough President Vanessa L. Gibson 
Jumanah Escalera, representing Bronx County District Attorney Darcel D. Clark 
Terrell Brock, representing NYS Senate Jose M. Serrano 
Maximilian Bratescu, representing NYS Assembly Landon Dais 
Yudelis Moronta, representing NYS Assembly Landon Dais 
Esperanza Diaz, representing NYC Council Oswald Feliz 
Gloria Cruz, representing NYC Council Deputy Speaker Diana Ayala 
Fraynette Familia- representing NYC Council 
 
GUEST PRESENT: 
Sandy Liriano-Civilian Complaint Review Board, Christos Kokianakos-Hard Rock Café, Escoto 
Mercedes-CASA, Enrique Colon-CASA, Mariano Laboy-Morrisania Diagnostics & Treatment 
Clinic, Melissa Bernard-StartCare, Michael McRae-StartCare, Ivanna Jimenez-Kipp NYC, 
Karen Monteros-Legends Hospitality LLC/New York Yankee Partnership, Kenny Middleton-
Legends Hospitality LLC/New York Yankee Partnership, Julian L. Kemefuna-Power In A 
Shower Inc., Walter Harris-Power In A Shower Inc., Jaime Rose-NYPL Grand Concourse 
Branch Library, Miriam Tabb-BronxWorks, Daniel P. Silvera-Bridge Builders Community 
Partnership, Rafael McDonald, Michelle Lee StMorthe-Community Resident, Esther Polanco-
Volunteers of America University Family Residency, Cristian Reinosomontes-NYPL Highbridge 
Branch Library, Andre P.-Resident, Jacqueline Carter-Community Resident/Parks Committee 



Member, Anthony A. Kinduro-Volunteers of America, CO Deputy Inspector Joe Pulgarin-NYPD 
44th Precinct, Detective Shala-NYPD 44th Precinct, Prettystar Lopez-DOE. 
 
Welcoming remarks and announcements by Ms. Beverly Bond, Board Chair.  

❖ The Chair called the meeting to order at ~6:05PM EST. Pursuant to Chapter 70 Section 
2800 of the City Charter the actions and procedure of Community Boards and their 
Committees are governed by the applicable provisions of the City Charter and New York 
State Open Meetings Law (OML, Section 100-111 of the New York State Public Officers 
Law) and Freedom of Information Law (FOIL, Section 84-90 of the Public Officers Law). 
Each Community Board shall meet at least once each month. Bronx Community Board 4, 
Bronx CB4, shall meet every fourth (4) Tuesday of the month, in person. This Tuesday, 
February 25, 2025, the meeting was held at The Bronx Museum of the Arts, located at 
1040 Grand Concourse, Bronx, New York.   

❖ Voting items will be moved later in the agenda due to issues with quorum and will be 
revisited if quorum is achieved later in the meeting.  

❖ The Board Chair welcomed and introduced Bronx CB4’s new District Manager, Leonardo 
Coello.  

 
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance led by Ms. Veronique Green.  
 
PUBLIC SESSION 

1. Sandy Liriano, The New York City Civilian Complaint Review Board 
○ Sandy Liriano is the Bronx Outreach Coordinator for the City’s Civilian Complaint 

Review Board (CCRB) and its purpose. The CCRB collects and investigates 
complaints of alleged misconduct against NYPD officers. In our district, the CCRB 
currently has 19 complaints filed against the 44th PCT. If someone would like to 
file a complaint, the representative will be present briefly for the remainder of this 
meeting.  

○ The CCRB is online and on social media.  
○ If you require translation services, please reach out for assistance.  

2. Melissa Bernard and Michael McRae, StartCare 
○ StartCare has been around for 55 years, it is Black-founded and Black-owned. It 

is the largest and oldest Black-owned and Black-founded establishment in the 
country for substance abuse supportive services.  

○ Michael McRae has been in this space for many years, working through different 
presidential administrations and the HIV/AIDS epidemic.  

○ Their organization provides services in mental health, substance abuse, opioid 
treatment, psychiatry, psychiatric medication and management, and community-
based aid (e.g. addressing community challenges, harm reduction, and 
job/employment/vocational support).  

○ Their approach is cognizant of trauma from race and poverty.  
○ They have offices in Brooklyn and upper Manhattan. 

3. Ivanna Jimenez, Kipp NYC 
○ An announcement about an upcoming school fair by KIPP NYC open to community 

residents in the Bronx and Manhattan with on-site admissions. This will be KIPP 
NYC’s first school fair.  



○ Flyers and business cards are on the back table for more information and to spread 
the word about the event.  

4. Daniel P. Silvera, Jesus Week Initiatives 
○ A quick congratulations to Mr. Coello on becoming Bronx CB4’s new District 

Manager.  
○ This announcement is on behalf of Jesus Week Initiatives to invite every church, 

community-based organization (CBO), CBO-leaders to the Bronx’s Jesus Week 
kick-off event on Saturday, 3/15 from 8AM to 2PM EST at Fordham Manor 
Reformed Church. There will be free lunch and breakfast. Although this event is 
not in our district, the whole Bronx is invited to this faith-based initiative.  

○ A happy Dominican Independence Day and a Happy Black History Month.   
5. Escoto Mercedes, CASA 

○ An announcement about an upcoming first come, first serve event hosted by CASA 
on Thursday, 3/6 from 6PM to 8PM. The workshop will be about CASA’s services 
on housing, specifically around housing assistance, eviction, and information about 
housing courts and their process(es). There are flyers about the event on the back 
table with more information. Childcare will be provided and free dinner.  

○ Ms. Mercedes can be reached at (347) 941-3281.  
 
Roll Call for Board Members: Present 22, Excused 11, Absent 8 = Total Board Members 41    
 
Report by NYPD 44th Precinct: CO Deputy Inspector Jose “Joe” Pulgarin provided a report 
from the last 28-day period where there is a 14% decrease in crime (188 v. 219), measuring the 
number of rapes (1 v. 6), robberies (36 v. 30), felony assaults (down 32%), burglaries, grand 
larcenies (down 3%), and homicides in our area.  

❖ CO Deputy Inspector Joe Pulgarin is also the new Commanding Officer for the 44th PCT. 
He introduced himself and his tenure with the NYPD. He began two weeks ago. He 
previously worked in the NYPD’s housing, transit, and detective units.  

❖ Year to date, there has been a decrease in crime.  
➢ Quality of life is a priority for the Commanding Officer based on the feedback from 

the 44th PCT’s community monthly meetings, specifically noting the importance of 
this for residents in and out of residential buildings.  

➢ The Commanding Officer also took note of everyone’s time to be present at 
tonight’s meeting.  

❖ Detective Shala announced the next community meeting hosted by the 44th PCT will be 
on Tuesday, 3/11 in the same location as today’s meeting, and if anyone is interested in 
any activities for the elderly/seniors to reach out as they have been doing community 
events (sponsored by the Yankees) for the elderly/seniors. Detective Shala can be 
contacted at (917) 853-5030.  

❖ Detective Shala encourages everyone to stay connected with her and follow the 44th PCT 
on social media and online to keep up with their community events. The 44th PCT is 
planning to host an event for Easter and a potential autism awareness event on Saturday, 
4/26 at the recreational center at 1020 Jerome Avenue.  

 
Report by (Bronx) CB4 District Manager by Leonardo Coello  



❖ This is Mr. Coello’s first report as Bronx CB4’s new district manager so he gave the Board 
insight into his onboarding and his excitement for this new role given Bronx CB4’s 
reputation.  

❖ One of his goals is to work closely with each Committee on the 2025-2026 Work Plan. 
The 2025-2026 Work Plan is the foundation of this Board and he is looking forward to 
working with each Committee on achievable goals that will benefit our community and its 
residents.    

❖ Recognized Elizabeth “Liz” Gonzalez-Rodriguez for her 31 years of service and recent 
belated birthday. 

 
Report by the Office of the Bronx Borough President and Local Elected Officials (this was 
moved up in the agenda due to issues with quorum):   

1. Alexis Ruiz, representing Bronx Borough President Vanessa L. Gibson 
○ A friendly reminder that the Bronx Borough President's office is still accepting 

applications for new community board members and members who are due for 
reappointment. It is the same application for both new and existing members and 
the deadline is fast approaching on Sunday, 3/8. It is a virtual application and the 
portal is open. 

○ Upcoming events:  
i. A Higher Education College Fair on 3/12 from 10AM to 2PM EST at Mercy 

University - Bronx Campus.  
ii. African Immigration Resources Fair on Thursday, 3/27 from 5PM to 8PM at 

Bronx Borough Hall in the Routana.  
○ Flyers about upcoming events are on the back table and all are welcome to reach 

out to her directly. Alexis can be reached via phone at (718) 590-3913.  
2. Tamar Rothstein, representing US Congressman Ritchie Torres 

○ Their office has been busy since President Donald Trump took office, tracking and 
responding to the Executive orders as they affect our community. Their office 
recently held a town hall addressing these Executive orders and is continuing to 
host these sessions for constituents as long as constituents need them. Subscribe 
to their newsletter or reach out to their office too if impacted. 

○ Congressman Torres has been calling specific attention to the mismanagement of 
early prevention programs in New York State, highlighting that New York ranks 
50th in the nation with 10,000 children with disabilities currently on the waiting list 
for services. They are hoping their advocacy will lead to necessary changes for the 
kids affected.  

○ Congressman Torres released a press release opposing the proposed rates by 
Con Edison. He calls the proposed rates unfair to Bronx residents and released an 
investigative report on the issue last year.  

○ Their office is open for constituent services. Please reach out to their office should 
anyone run into any federal issues; like with social security, immigration, 
passports, IRS, or Medicare/Medicaid. Their office can be reached via phone at 
(718) 503-9610. 

3. Terrell Brock, representing NYS Senate Jose M. Serrano 
○ A welcome to Mr. Coello on becoming Bronx CB4’s new District Manager and their 

office is looking forward to working together.  



○ In January 2025, the Senator hosted a virtual budget hearing and collected 
feedback from constituents that will play a direct role in developing the priorities for 
the state budget. The goal of this hearing is to work better together and respond 
to needs. Critical topics include diversity, arts, culture, education, and tourism.  

○ The Senator also introduced a new bill that will help homeless populations.  
○ Their office can be reached via phone at (212) 828-5829. 
○ Their next constituent hours will be at Highbridge Library on Thursday, 3/6 from 

3PM to 6PM EST.  
4. Maximilian Bratescu, representing NYS Assembly Landon Dais 

○ On the budget side, an allocation of 2 million dollars for schools in the Bronx is 
expected yearly on their end since it could be grandfathered in from last year.  

○ Assemblymember Dais is aware of the funding cuts in our community and looking 
for a way to fill those cuts.  

○ Working on a Census-related project so if everyone is accurately counted, our 
community can get an accurate allocation of funds. Their office plans to empower 
people to take an active role in the Census and promote financial literacy.  

○ Constituent services have not changed and are still available; types of assistance 
include housing, education, job readiness, quality of life issues, or public 
assistance. 

○ Events are scheduled when it gets warmer out. They plan to host “their” coffee & 
donuts event for seniors.   

5. Jumanah Escalera, representing Bronx County District Attorney Darcel D. Clark 
○ DA Clark’s annual prom dress and suit drive is happening now. Their office is 

collecting prom dresses, suits, accessories, and shoes. Anything that a person 
would need for prom is welcome. The location of distribution is still undetermined 
but to keep an eye out for when that is decided.  

○ Their office would like to highlight that DA Clark’s office does host educational 
workshops on how arrests and depositions work. They are working on another 
workshop on gang violence, and have a workshop on gun violence available. 
These workshops can be done in schools, for community boards, at the 
courthouse, and on court tours.  

6. Gloria Cruz, representing NYC Council Deputy Speaker Diana Ayala 
○ Shared flyer packets about the Deputy Speaker’s constituent hours, services 

provided, and on-site clinics in East Harlem and South Bronx. Their office does 
offer free immigration services and Gloria is the lead contact for the Bronx office. 
Their office is holding free tax prep every Monday and every Tuesday by 
appointment but there is room for walk-ins as well.  

○ Flyers also include information on upcoming in-person events about the new 
borough-based jail in the Bronx:  

i. A public community workshop on the design of the Bronx Borough-Based 
Jail Facility is on Wednesday, 3/5. If someone is interested in being part of 
that discussion, there is information on the flyer provided. The topics to be 
discussed are the public space, the visitor space, the secure space, and the 
building exterior. The goal for this facility is not to look like a traditional jail 
but to be a welcoming space to the community with opportunities for small 
businesses.  



ii. An info session for M/WBE businesses is on Monday, 3/24 and information 
is included on the flyers provided.  

○ Their office also has paper cards available for undocumented individuals so they 
can know their constitutional rights. These may be helpful for someone who may 
not know their rights as an undocumented person if stopped or questioned about 
their immigration status.  

7. Esperanza Diaz, representing NYC Council Oswald Feliz 
○ Free tax prep services are offered by their office so if anyone in the district is 

interested, they can call their office to schedule an appointment and this service is 
available in English or Spanish.  

○ If one needs help with immigration issues, they can call their office at (718) 842-
8100 to schedule an appointment with their immigration attorney on Tuesdays from 
10AM to 5PM EST.  

○ On the legislative side, NYC Council Feliz expects two of his bills about mental 
health to be heard in a hearing on Friday, 2/28. One of them requires that if one is 
a needle provider or mobile needle provider, they would have to allocate resources 
to pick up the needles that aren't brought back. The second bill will prohibit needle 
exchange providers from providing needles 450 feet away from children's 
playgrounds or public schools. 

○ If someone needs to reach their office, they can reach out via phone or by visiting 
the district office at 573 East Fordham Road. Diaz is also present and available for 
any questions at this meeting.  

 
Motion to Review/Correct/Adopt of General Board Meeting minutes (1):  

❖ A quorum was achieved so the Board was able to move forward with voting items as 
planned.  

❖ Mr. Robert Garmendiz moved to accept the minutes of January 28, 2025. The motion was 
seconded by Ms. Towona Joye. There were no abstentions. The motion carried.  

 
Board Member Actions for Removal 

❖ Ms. Veronique Green moved to approve the removal of Mr. John Fielder from the General 
Board for non-attendance. The motion was seconded by Mr. Leandro Monzon. One 
member abstained. The motion carried. 

 
Committee Reports (Called by the Board Chair):  
 
1. HOUSING & LAND USE: 
The report was made by Committee Chair, Ms. Lilliam Rosa. The Committee meets on the first 
Monday of the month at 6:30PM EST.  

❖ No voting items.  
❖ The Committee did not meet this month but all are welcome and encouraged to attend 

future meetings. The next Committee meeting will be on Monday, 3/3.  
❖ A review of the report created by the stakeholders in the Grand Concourse Library and 

Affordable Housing project in our district has been distributed. The report includes the 
feedback collected during recent surveying that members of the community and the Board 
participated in. 



 
2. YOUTH & EDUCATION:   
The report was made by the Committee’s secretary, Ms. Elba Rodriguez in place of the 
Committee Chair, Ms. Zonia Ortiz. The Committee meets on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 
6:30PM EST.  

❖ No voting items.  
❖ The Committee did not meet this month but the Committee is still continuing to work on 

the resource manual for our district and plans to bring back a youth day (as seen in Bronx 
CB4’s past).  

❖ All are welcome and encouraged to attend future meetings.  
 
3. MUNICIPAL SERVICES:  
The report was made by Committee Chair, Dr. Veronie Lawrence. The Committee meets on the 
1st Wednesday of the month.  

❖ The Committee did not meet this month because they did not have any presentations but 
anticipate presentations in next month’s Committee meeting. 

❖ No voting items.  
❖ All are welcome and encouraged to attend future meetings.  

 
4. PARKS:   
The report was made by Committee Chair, Ms. Yohanny Rincon: 

❖ No voting items.  
❖ The Parks Committee is changing its meeting schedule to accommodate its longtime 

members. The Committee now meets every second Wednesday of the month.  
❖ A review of a public art project by Jaime Miranda Bambaren at Rev. Wendell T. Foster 

Park is expected to be viewed from March 2025 to March 2026. The public art project will 
be SEED (wood) sculptures in spherical forms carved of abandoned tree stumps and to 
be placed in areas less utilized in the park.  

➢ Ms. Rincon followed up on concerns raised during the Executive Committee 
meeting about what happens if this public art project gets damaged. As an update, 
the project’s stakeholders will repair whatever is damaged a year later so if the 
public art project goes up in March 2025, then repairs will happen a year later in 
March 2026. 

❖ Construction for a bathroom at Joyce Kilmer Park, which previously came before the 
Board, is planned to be finalized in May 2025.  

❖ Construction for Grant Park, which previously also came before the Board, is delayed but 
is still happening.  

❖ Potential for registration for the Parks’ recreational services or permits might become 
accessible in our community rather than having to register somewhere in downtown 
Manhattan. More information to come.  

❖ The Parks’ tour for Board Members is still in the works for this year and will most likely 
happen when the weather is warmer like sometime between March and May.  

 
5. HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES:  



The report was made by Committee Chair, Ms. Veronique Green. The Committee meets on the 
2nd Monday of the month.  

❖ Voting Item: Letter of Support request for Power In A Shower Inc., for the continuation of 
services from March to November 2025 on a weekly bases to provide hygiene care and 
daily showers for those in need of the homeless communities in the New York Metro area. 

■ Rep: Walter Harris, Power In A Shower, Inc.  
 
The Committee (Chair: Ms. Veronique Green) motioned for the approval of a letter of support to 
Power In A Shower Inc. for the continuation of services from March to November 2025 on a 
weekly bases to provide hygiene care and daily showers for those in need of the homeless 
communities in the New York Metro area. The motion was seconded by Ms. Lilliam Rosa. No 
abstains. The motion carries.  
 

❖ The Committee also had a presentation by BronxWorks, Inc. about facilitated enrollment 
for seniors (65 and older) and blind or disabled community residents who may be 
vulnerable and under-informed about specific social services like transportation, food, 
HRA, and social security relevant to their demographic(s).   

❖ The importance of prioritizing one’s health during this time by being mindful of one’s 
physical health, CDC guidelines, and flu season in the winter/spring months. Also, a 
reminder about the importance of mental health and available local resources for mental 
health support, like 9-8-8 or NYC Well. Other local online resources are available at 
mybronximpact.org or hitesite.org. 

❖ The next Committee meeting will be on 3/10 at 6:30PM EST, all are encouraged and 
welcomed to attend.  

 
6. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  
The report was made by Committee Chair, Mr. Leandro Monzon:  
 
NYSLA Renewals [3] 
1. NYY STEAK, LLC/NYY Steak (located at 161st Street and River Avenue, 2nd Floor) for 
Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider 
2. HARD ROCK STADIUM TENANT, INC./Hard Rock Café (located at 1 East 161st Street and 
River Avenue) for Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider 

● Both establishments are represented by Christos Kokianakos.  
❖ Motion made by Committee (Mr. Leandro Monzon) to approval of the letter of support 

requests for NYY STEAK, LLC/NYY Steak, located at 161st Street and River Avenue, 
2nd Floor, for the renewal application of Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider and HARD ROCK 
STADIUM TENANT, INC./Hard Rock Café, located at 1 East 161st Street and River 
Avenue, for the renewal application of Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider. The motion is 
seconded by Michelle Mootreddy. Three members abstained. The motion was duly 
carried. 

 
3. SPO RESTAURANT LLC/Zona de Cuba (located at 558 Grand Concourse) for Liquor, Wine, 
Beer & Cider 

● A representative for the establishment was not present.  

http://mybronximpact.org/
http://hitesite.org/


❖ A motion was made by Committee (Mr. Leandro Monzon) to approve the letter of support 
request for SPO RESTAURANT LLC/Zona de Cuba, located at 558 Grand Concourse, 
for the renewal application of Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider. The motion was seconded by 
Michelle Mootreddy. Three members abstained. The motion was duly carried. 

 
NYSLA – Class Change [1] 
4. LEGENDS HOSPITALITY, LLC/New York Yankee Partnership (located at One East 161 
Street) for Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider from Beer Only.  

● Rep: Karen Monteros 
❖ Motion made by Committee (Mr. Leandro Monzon) to approve the letter of support request 

for LEGENDS HOSPITALITY, LLC/New York Yankee Partnership, located at One East 
161 Street, for the new class change application to Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider from Beer 
Only. The motion is seconded by Michelle Mootreddy. Three members abstained. The 
motion was duly carried. 

 
New/Unfinished Business: N/A 
 
Announcements: N/A 
 
THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 7:42 PM  
 
Submitted by Michelle Mootreddy 
 
 


