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CALL TO ORDER

Ms. Joetta Brown, Chairperson of Bronx Community Board Three, called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m.
INVOCATION

Mr. Edgar Cedeno led the meeting in prayer.

PUBLIC HEARING

Fiscal Year 2027 Capital and Expense Budget Request (C&E Budget Request)

District Manager Etta Ritter explained to the community at large that it is a requirement to submit a Capital & Expense Budget Request each year
and proceeded to give a brief overview of each item listed on the Bronx Community Board Three C&E Budget Request statement.

The board members made the following suggestions:

e Mr. Francis Dsouza suggested to utilize solar power heating for the Crotona park public pool, as opposed to heating the pool by traditional
means.

e Ms. Iraida DeJesus asked that ADA accessibility be built for Jardin de la Familia, a community garden located at 1507 Washington Avenue and
to repave the concrete to even the flooring and provide more safety. Ms. Lisne Bautista suggested a Participatory Budgeting request be sent to
Councilmember Althea Stevens regarding this need.

e Ms. Joyce Diggs suggested ADA accessible elevators be built at certain subway stations along Southern Boulevard.

e Ms. Iraida DeJesus noted that the basketball courts located at 1480-1482 Washington Avenue need to be renovated.

e  Mr. Robert Brown asked that a request be made to include 14 to 15 year olds to be able to participate in the Work, Learn, & Grow Programs.
Work, Learn & Grow offers NYC youth between the ages of 16 and 20 a paid 22-week-long opportunity to strengthen their work-readiness skills,
explore postsecondary education and careers, and potentially earn college credit. It was stated by Mr. Gilberto Constantinez that adding
younger workers to the workforce can be the start of exploiting child labor and increasing the cheap labor force.

MOTION

It was motioned by Anddy Perdomo and seconded by Aubrey Mike to accept the (Fiscal Year 2027 Capital and Expense Budget Request) as
presented, with any necessary changes.

YES NO ABSTAIN
26 0 0

ALL IN FAVOR
MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC SESSION

Announcements

Mr. Lee Lightbourne suggested that Bronx Community Board Three reach out to Mr. K.C. Matthews, Deputy Director of the Schomburg Center for
Research in Black Culture, to have him present to the board about the services and resources that Schomburg provides. Chairperson Joetta Brown

agreed and stated that a Presentation Request Form would be sent to Mr. Lightbourne so he could assist in the coordination of the presentation.

Mr. Aubrey Mike, board member of Bronx Community Board Three, spoke to the community at large regarding the importance of emergency
preparedness, specifically regarding food preparation and having enough non-perishable items in the event of an emergency.

Ms. Iraida DeJesus, board member of Bronx Community Board Three, thanked District Manager Etta Ritter for her work in helping to resolve the
safety issues related to large tree branches that were hanging low in local community garden Jardin de la Familia.

Ms. Julia Foster, of the South Bronx Adult Learning Center, shared information on the classes and career training available to constituents 21 years
and older.
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Mr. Sandy Liriano, Outreach Coordinator, NYC Civilian Complaint Review Board (CCRB), gave a brief overview of the CCRB’s function and

structure.

AMENDMENT TO THE AGENDA

There were no amendments to the agenda.

Roll Call

Mr. Keziah Sullivan-Norman, Secretary of Bronx Community Board Three, called the roll and a quorum was established.

Approval Of Members Requesting To Be Excused

The following members requested to be excused:

Kolaco Acqui
Eleanor Cano
Dawn Carter
Beverly Emers
Shakira Hart
Abraham Jones
Diane Jones
Victor Latimer
Kathy Morris
Amanda Reed
Laredo Regular
Jasmine Uribe
D’Andra Van-Heusen Thomas

Chantel Wells
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MOTION
It was motioned by Tracie Lucas Lord and seconded by Paul Navarro to excuse the following members:

Kolaco Acqui
Eleanor Cano
Dawn Carter
Beverly Emers
Shakira Hart
Abraham Jones
Diane Jones
Victor Latimer
Kathy Morris
Amanda Reed
Laredo Regular
Jasmine Uribe
D’Andra Van-Heusen Thomas
Chantel Wells

ALL IN FAVOR
MOTION CARRIED

Approval Of Minutes

It was motioned by Tracie Lucas Lord and seconded by Maurice Gray to approve the September 2025 minutes, with any necessary corrections.
ALL IN FAVOR
MOTION CARRIED

Elected Official’s Reports

Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s Report

Ms. Shanna Knotts, Chief of Staff at CM Rafael Salamanca’s Office, shared the following written report;

Legislation:

On Monday, November 22nd, Council Member Salamanca will have his bill, Introduction 1368, which would requiring employers to provide time off to
their employees for bereavement following a firearm related death of a family member, heard in the Committee on Consumer and Worker Protection.
This bill would amend the City’s Earned Safe and Sick Time Act adding a required 10-day, paid bereavement time when any family member of an
employee dies from a firearm related death. This bill is in response to the unfortunate number of tragedies that have struck Bronx families, and the
lack of proper grieving time for families in the aftermath of said tragedy. Currently, the bill has 25 Council Members signed on as a co-sponsor.

In-District Recap:

On October 25, 2025, Councilmember Salamanca held a street re-naming for the Bronx Halloween parade as a celebration for the 40th Anniversary.
The unveiling was at East 163rd Street & Simpson Street, where the parade shortly followed.

On October 20, 2025, a street co-naming for the late Jose Collazo Sr. held by Councilmember Salamanca was in remembrance of his remarkable
legacy. Mr. Collazo served within the NYPD for more than two decades, as he worked tirelessly to mentor youth, decrease the existence of gangs
and substance abuse.

On October 17, 2025, Councilmember Salamanca hosted his annual Fiesta De Flores event at the NY Botanical Garden in celebration of Hispanic
Heritage Month. There he honored 52 People for Progress of Al Quinones Playground, Detective Clarivel Socola of the NYPD, Anita Reyes of
DOHMH and Iris Rodriguez of NYC Parks Department for their outstanding service within the Bronx community.

Office Operations

Our office remains open and in full operation to offer a variety of constituent services. Those looking for assistance can give us a call, submit an
email or visit us in person at the district office.
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We also have an immigration attorney available to provide constituents with free consultation and application assistance. However, this service is
offered by-appointment only. For more information or to set up an appointment please contact our office directly.

Upcoming Events

On Saturday, December 6, 2025 CM Salamanca will host his annual Holiday Lights celebration in partnership with the Bronx Zoo where families can
enjoy fun filled activities and refreshments at 2300 Southern Blvd. The event will take place from 5pm — 7pm and registration is required. The flier is
currently underway.

How to connect with Team Salamanca

We strongly encourage interested parties to follow us on one of our social media platforms. This is to help individuals stay informed and up to date
about legislation, upcoming events and other pivotal information.

- Facebook: Facebook.com/CMSalamanca
- X (Twitter): @CMSalamancaJr
- Instagram: @cmsalamancajr_d17

Assemblymember Chantel Jackson’s Report

Ms. Crystal Diaz, Director of Constituent Services, at AM Chantel Jackson’s Office, shared the following report:

Upcoming AD79 Events

Event Name Date Time Location
Chicken Giveaway MNovember 10AM-until The Bronx Works Classic
19th 2025 supplies Melrose Community Center
last. 286 E 156th street Bronx
MY 10451
Chicken Giveaway MNovember 3pm-until Claremont Community
20th 2025 supplies Center 489 E 1659th 5t, Bronx,
last. NY 10456
LEGISLATION & GRANTS
Bills passed

A429: Passed both Senate and Assembly and signed into law. The bill requires landlords to notify adjoining units of a bed bug infestation in a
rental residential premises without identifying information, and to notify all tenants of an infestation in a common area by posting such notice in
a conspicuous location accessible to all tenants.

A4677-A: Passed the Assembly, Senate bill is in the Insurance committee. The bill requires insurance to cover lactation consultant services.
A4159-A; Passed Assembly and Senate, not yet signed by governor. The bill Prohibits blocking certified peer support advocates, who were
previously incarcerated, from providing treatment services in correctional facilities.

A8254: Passed Assembly and Senate, not yet signed by the governor. This bill relates to training police officers on how to respond to situations
involving individuals with autism spectrum disorder and other developmental disabilities.

A8727-A: Directs the commissioner of education to conduct a study of recess held in elementary schools in kindergarten through grade six.
A5524: Provides that an unsuccessful offerer may additionally request a written explanation comparable to such debriefing to be provided by
mail or electronic mail, which the state agency shall provide within sixty days of the offerer's request for a written explanation; lengthens the
period in which a debriefing shall be requested by the unsuccessful offerer and the length of time in which a state agency must respond from 15
days to 30 days.
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Policy Updates
Legislative staff are having discussions with other Bronx elected officials to discuss legislative priorities and partnership
Proposed Funding Ideas

Assemblywoman Ideas
e  Taking children to Broadway shows

Constituent Ideas
e Updates to Railroad Park
o Public garden
Updated play area
Basketball court
Outdoor fitness classes/accessible workout area
Family rec area
Mini dog park
Local art instillations
e  Enforcement cameras for illegal dumping

O O O O O

o

2025 Legislative Grants

Women and Children

e Youth Justice Network Inc: $32,000 to support services and programs by providing young people with individualized advocacy, mentorship, and
opportunities to grow, thrive, and lead within the community

Education

e East Side House, Inc.: $250,000 to support their afterschool program which provides academic enrichment, increases social-emotional support,
enhances arts and athletics, and supports working families.

Entrepreneurship

e Workshop in Business Opportunities Inc: $10,000 to support their 16 week entrepreneur summit program

LGBTQ+

e  SAGE : $50,000 to support educational and recreational programs within the LGBTQ+ Elderly community

Mental Health

e Destination Tomorrow: $25,000 to support programming costs for youth in the community
e Partnership with Children: $50,000 to provide comprehensive mental health programming and trauma informed counseling to students
e The Children’s Aid Society: $20,000 to support transition-aged foster youth and court involved youth programs for the community.

Legal and Community Services

e Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity: $15,000 to support a community biweekly dance program.

e The Bronx Defenders: $45,000 to expand capacity for walk-in free legal services and programs relating to housing, public benefits, employment,
criminal defense, family regulation, and immigration within the community.

e Bronx Spreading Love: $55,000 to support cultural events and programs to build community renewal.

e Crotona Park Running Club: $18,000 to provide the New York Unity Race, Fitness Classes, Annual Community Wellness Day and other
wellness programs for the community.

e New York Common Pantry: $25,000 to support the operating costs and community food programs in the district

e PS/MS 29X The Melrose School: $13,000 to support educational and recreational programs

e Union Grove Baptist Church: $15,000 to provide a back-to-school community health awareness fair, holiday meals for low-income members of
the community, as well as weekly food pantry services.

e WHEDco: $20,000 to support community engagement programs, small business services, and other community programs at the Melrose Cast
Center and Bronx Commons

*community organizations are encouraged to still submit capital requests for this year as well as discretionary funding requests for next year* (see
resources below for submission process)

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/11X-iICdvdCMEGbpL _1zT1Ug9PZvTX0FPR?usp=drive_link
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NEW YORK STATE BLACK LEGISLATIVE TASK FORCE (NYSBLT)

This year, the New York State Black Legislative Task Force (NYSBLT) received enhanced recognition from the New York State Assembly.

The Black Legislative Task Force is composed of 35 Black legislators serving in both the New York State Senate and Assembly.
Assembly Member Chantel Jackson serves as the Chair.

Founded in 2022, the NYSBLT harnesses the political power of its members to advance economic security and racial justice for Black
communities.

Our mission is to advance legislation and secure financial resources that uplift Black communities.

Legislative priorities include:

o Health & Mental Health

o Economic Empowerment

o Criminal Justice Reform

o Housing

o Education

o Technology

o Justice

June 2025 Highlights:

June 5th: Hosted a Pastel, Seersuckers, and Sundress Day at the Capitol.

June 9th: Hosted a Black Music Month Celebration at the Capitol which included a press conference, lunch, a legislative resolution introduction,
and a floor introduction for legends such as Kurtis Blow, G. Keith Alexander, and Dr. Bob Lee on the Assembly and Senate floor.

June 19th: Hosted a Juneteenth event in collaboration with the Black, Puerto Rican, Hispanic, Asian Caucus and the Office of NYS Senator
Cordell Cleare at the Adam Clayton Powell Jr State Building in Harlem. During this event, we raised the Juneteenth and Black Liberation flags
and had performances by local community groups.

2025 Legislative Session Highlights:

Achieved 23 Budget Wins, including securing $30 million to invest in underserved communities across NYS.

Members advanced at least 16 bills addressing critical issues such as health, public safety, economic development, education, technology, and
housing—each passing one or both houses of the legislature.

Members introduced at least 15 legislative resolutions.

Hosted 14 events in Albany

The Black Legislative Task Force is currently circulating a google form to collect the contact information for community-based organizations that are
interested in receiving updates on the $30 million we secured for underserved communities:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfcvFKd5rOX7x104eDoFEiOsMXSJQNipBIOFsh9LXUM4DBLZw/viewform?usp=header

OFFICE CONTACT INFORMATION

Assembly Member Chantel Jackson
780 Concourse Village West Ground FL
Professional Bronx NY 10451
718-538-3829

Constituent matters: District79@nyassembly.gov

Scheduling requests: schedulingbx79@gmail.com

AM JACKSON STAFF

Sabriena Campbell Chief of Staff
campbells@nyassembly.gov

Nya Vincent Communications Director
Vincentn@nyassembly.gov
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Crystal Diaz Constituent Services Director
diazc@nyassembly.gov

Natasha Edwards Legislative Director
edwardsn@nyassembly.gov

Bronx District Attorney Darcel Clark’s Report

Ms. Senovia Simpson, Community Engagement Coordinator, Bronx DA’s Office, provided the following written report:

BXDA Beyond the Block

Beyond the Block empowers Bronx youth ages 13-21 by providing access to education, job and networking opportunities, health and wellness
resources, mentoring, and inspiration. Through collaboration and community support, Beyond the Block is intended to help foster knowledge,
resilience, and pathways to success—helping young people build brighter, safer futures beyond the block. This one-day event will bring together
local organizations, colleges and universities, and career readiness professionals, to provide workshops, connections, and opportunities that help
young people grow into healthy, successful, and engaged leaders in their communities.

BEYOND THE

J
. g
- ‘1 S se =

GED Info, College &
University Representatives

*"‘ 5 ‘s(

.~ y Re-entry Health & Wellness Career & Job
Resources Resources Opportunities

WEHNESDAY 4:00 - 7:00 PM ¢ SCAN Harbor
Rev. T. Wendell Foster Park

nEc 3 2“25 Recreation Center
n 1020 Jerome Avenue, Bronx

BEYOND THE BLOCK empowers Bronx young pcoplc through access to
education, employment and health resources,

This event brings together local organizations, e

BXDA Gun Buy Back

The Office of the Bronx District Attorney, in partnership with NYPD and Speaker Carl E. Heastie, invites you to participate in our upcoming Gun
Buyback events:

© St James Episcopal Church
2500 Jerome Avenue, Bronx
Saturday, November 22, 2025

© St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
777 East 222nd Street, Bronx
Saturday, December 13, 2025
Event Highlights:

o Free electronics for the first 100 participants (one item per person) — including iPad Pros, Apple Watches, gaming consoles, AirPods, and

more.
o  Free food pantry bags available while supplies last.
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Gun Buyback Compensation:

$500 bank card for an operable handgun or assault rifle

$200 bank card for a ghost gun or 3D-printed gun

$75 bank card for an operable rifle or shotgun

$25 bank card for air-guns, non-operable handguns, and imitation pistols

Important Details:

Limit 3 guns per participant

Limit 2 ghost or 3D-printed guns per participant
Payment is subject to inspection by an NYPD specialist
No questions asked

To keep up with our office

Instagram : @bronxdaclark

Twitter: @bronxdaclark

Facebook: @bronxdaclark
www.bronxda.nycgov

718-590-2000

198 East 161 East 161 Street Bronx, NY 10451

Councilmember Althea Stevens’ Report

Lisne Bautista, Scheduler, Councilmember Althea Stevens’ Office, provided the following written report:

Community Updates

1. Participatory Budgeting - Deadline to submit is January 17th
a. $1,000,000 in capital funds is spent within NYC Council District 16! Submit
capital project ideas through this link. The ideas must range from
$50,000-$1,000,000 in cost, have to have at least a 5-year lifespan, must be
accessible to the public, and CAPITAL (not for programs - usually physical
infrastructure)
b. Examples: school auditorium upgrades, tree fencing around a neighborhood
public library, technology, park upgrades, HVAC for school cafeteria, etc.
2. Thanksgiving requests
a. Tickets are still available for next week’s holiday distribution dates:
i. November 18th 5:30pm Rev. T. Wendell Foster Rec Center — 1020 Jerome Avenue, Bronx, NY 10452
ii. November 19th 5:30pm Kwame Ture Recreational Center - 1527 Jesup Avenue, Bronx, NY 10452
iii. THESE DISTRIBUTIONS ARE TICKETED ONLY - reach out to our office for tickets

Legislative Updates

N/A

City Hall Updates:

1. Monday, November 17th, NYC Council Committee on Children & Youth Hearing w/ the Committee on Education
a. Oversight: Evaluating ACS Family Enrichment Centers
b. Stakeholders, community members, and all interested parties are encouraged to participate.
¢. More information on how to testify can be found here.

Upcoming Events:

D16 Holiday Distributions - Flyer sent to Courtland Hankins
o November 18th 5:30pm Rev. T. Wendell Foster Rec Center - 1020 Jerome
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10452
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o November 19th 5:30pm Kwame Ture Recreational Center - 1527 Jesup Avenue,
Bronx, NY 10452

o THESE DISTRIBUTIONS ARE TICKETED ONLY - reach out to our office for
tickets

District 16 In-Office Services

Service Agency Frequency
CUNY Citizenship Now Every Monday
NAICA By referral
Department of Buildings By referral

Choice (Medicaid assistance) | By referral

CUNY Law First Wednesday of every month

SNAP Request referral from our office

Join our District 16 Advisory Boards

Board: Health & Youth Tenant Block & Seniors Multicultural
Wellness Neighborhood
Date: June 12th June 23rd July 7th June 26th September
(TBD)
Time: 5:30pm 4:30pm 6:00pm 2:00pm 5:30pm

For anyone who would like to sign up for text message updates from Council Member Althea Stevens sign up via this link:
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/kODBwAd

Constituent Service Hours

Mondays & Wednesdays Tuesdays & Thursdays Fridays
(9am -5pm) (9am -5pm) (9am - 5pm)
*No Walk-Ins* Walk-Ins & *Fridays are
Appointment Only! Follow Up administration days, no
Appointments walk-ins or appointments
will be accepted. *

How to make an appointment:

e Email: District16@council.nyc.gov or Call: (718) 588-7500
e Make sure to include:

o Full name

o Address

o Contact information

o Description of case

Senator Luis Sepulveda’s Report

Mr. Vincent Supelveda, Community Liaison, Senator Sepulveda’s office, did not provide a written report and shared time sensitive information.

Congressman Ritchie Torres’ Report
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Ms. Courtney Aubain, Constituent Services Liaison, did not provide a written report and shared time sensitive information.

Committee Reports

Parks & Recreation, Youth Services & Historical Outreach Committee

Date: Wednesday, October 15, 2025
Time: 6:00 P.M.

Location: 1426 Boston Road
Format: In-Person Only

Education & Consumer Affairs Committee

Date: Thursday, October 16, 2025
Time: 9:00 A.M.

Location: 1426 Boston Road

Format: In-Person & Virtual (via Webex)

Health & Human Services Committee

Date: Thursday, October 16, 2025
Time: 11:00 A.M.

Location: 1426 Boston Road

Format: In-Person & Virtual (via Webex)

Housing, Land-Use & Economic Development Committee
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025

Time: 6:00 P.M.

Location: 1426 Boston Road

Format: In-Person Only

Chairperson’s Report

Ms. Joetta Brown shared the following report:

Throughout the past month | have attended the Borough Presidents’ Meeting of the Bronx Borough Board, October 10. On the Agenda was:

1. NYSDOT -- Cross Bronx Bridges Projects outlining changes that will be made in the design. These changes will be sent to Community

Boards affected.

2. NYCDCP - Principles of Urban Design, The Department of City Planning wants to cooperate with community groups in the planning of

open space and park spaces. Look for more information in the near future.

| want to give some reminders of behaviors and protocols that should be observed during our meetings. During our meetings it is necessary that we
adhere to our Agenda so that we can conduct the business of Bronx Community Board #3 and be timely in starting and finishing the meeting. If we

follow the Guide to Successful Community Board Service as listed our meetings will be meaningful and accomplish our goals:

1. Show Up Consistently and Do Your Homework ---- regular attendance is not only a requirement of service; it also builds trust and
ensures your voice is part of the decision-making process. Review agendas and materials in advance so meetings run smoothly.

Meaningful preparation time means more effective and impactful contributions.

2. Listen First, Speak Thoughtfully ---- Respect different perspectives and contribute constructively. Think before you speak and be mindful

of your official role.

3. Be a Bridge, Not a Barrier ---- Share information with the community and bring feedback to the Boar.

4. Celebrate Wins and Support Each Other ---- Acknowledge progress and contributions to keep morale high. Support fellow Board

Members through understanding and encouragement.
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5. Keep Personal and Business Separate ---- Board service is about community, not personal gain. Avoid conflicts of interest and never
use your Board position to promote your personal agenda. Transparency and fairness protect the Board's credibility. (Tip: Create an email
account that you use only for Community Board business. Remember that any Board-related communications are subject to FOIL, even on
your personal accounts and devices.)

6. Have Thick Skin ---- Not every decision will please everyone, and criticism comes with the role. Stay calm, avoid taking things
personally, and remember that respectful disagreement is part of healthy governance. Focus on the mission, not the noise.

7. Follow the Code of Conduct ---- Signing the Code of Conduct is a mandatory part of the appointment process; it represents the Borough

President’s expectations of Community Board Members. Uphold the Code of Conduct by acting with integrity, maintaining professionalism,
and treating everyone with respect.

Old Business / New Business

Hope Burgess, President, Banana Kelly C.LA, Inc. is requesting a Letter of Recommendation for the proposed opening of High Hopes, a legal
cannabis dispensary, to be located at 1283 Westchester Avenue within Bronx Community Board Three. A vote is required.

MOTION

It was motioned and seconded to table the vote requesting a Letter of Recommendation for the proposed opening of High Hopes, a legal cannabis
dispensary, to be located at 1283 Westchester Avenue within Bronx Community Board Three, until the December 2025 General Board meeting.

YES NO ABSTAIN
23 3 0
MOTION CARRIED

BIRTHDAYS

At this time, individuals born in November were acknowledged.
BENEDICTION

Mr. Edgardo Cedeno led us in prayer.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 8:06 p.m.

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
Kolaco Acqui Kathy Morris Keziah Sullivan-Norman D’Andra Van Heusen-Thomas Robert Brown
15t Vice-Chairperson 2nd Vice-Chairperson Secretary Treasurer Sgt.-at-Arms/Parliamentarian



