Parks, Recreation, Sanitation & Environmental Protection Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, November 12, 2025 
7:00 p.m. 
Community Board 11 Office 
1741 Colden Avenue 
and 
Webex Meetings 
MINUTES

1. Introductions - The meeting was called to order at 7:08 PM by Co-Chair Debbie Kawalick. Janice Walcott welcomed attendees to the first meeting of the newly combined Parks, Recreation, Sanitation and Environmental Protection Committee. Chair Cynthia Rodriguez welcomed members, noted that a quorum was present, and encouraged the committee to approach issues holistically under the combined committee structure.
a. Reading of the Conduct Statement - The Community Board 11 Conduct Statement was read into the record.
2. Review of Meeting Minutes - there were no minutes to review
3. Zimmerman Playground 
Janice Walcott reiterated her longstanding concern regarding the lack of a permanent public restroom at Zimmerman Playground. She noted that funding had been secured through Council Member Kevin Riley and Assembly Member John Zaccaro, Jr., but expressed concern that the ongoing playground reconstruction did not include the restroom despite the overall capital investment. The committee discussed the impact on families, particularly women and children, and questioned why restroom construction was being delayed until a later phase.
NYC Parks representative Charles Andress acknowledged the concern and committed to raising the issue through the department's chain of command and providing an update at a future meeting.
4. Gallery Session (Public Input): Speakers receive an initial, two (2) minutes of uninterrupted speaking time; those registered will be called upon first 
Kay Cardona: Supported prioritizing the Zimmerman Playground restroom project, describing the absence of restroom facilities as a longstanding quality-of-life issue. 
Roxanne Delgado: Urged the committee to coordinate with elected officials and NYC Parks so the restroom could be incorporated into the current capital project rather than constructed separately at a later date. 
Charles Handras: Introduced himself as the new Bronx Parks representative replacing Juan Cortez and provided his contact information to the committee.
5. Motions 
6. Old Business - NYC Parks to investigate status of Zimmerman Playground restroom and report back.
7. New Business - Raise Pelham Parkway catch basin and leaf removal concerns with DSNY and relevant agencies. Members recommended documenting conditions through 311 complaints with photographs and raising the issue at the upcoming DSNY District Service Cabinet meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 7:40pm
