resentative. However, the member may be
able to obtain a waiver from the Conflicts of
Interest Board to permit the member’s partner
to represent the client before the board.

Q. Does having a potential conflict of inter-
est affect my potential committee assign-
ments? What about serving as a chairper-
son?

A. A community board member may serve on a
committee, even if that committee is likely to
consider matters concerning the member’s pri-
vate interests. Of course, the member must dis-
close the interests as they come before the com-
mittee and may participate in discussions relat-
ed to the interests, but is NOT permitted to vote
on those matters. If, however, you serve on
such a committee that is likely to consider your
private interests, you may not be the chair of
that committee.

EXAMPLE: John is a community board mem-
ber who owns a bar located in the district. John
may sit the committee that considers liquor li-
cense applications. Any matters relating direct-
ly to his bar would pose a conflict of interest
for John. Before participating in discussions
related to his bar, John would need to disclose
ownership of the bar, would be free to partici-
pate in discussions related to the bar, but would
NOT be eligible to vote on those issues. Also,
John could not serve as chairperson of this
committee.

Q. I own a stationery store mnear our
board’s district office. Can the board pur-
chase stationery and supplies from me?

A. No. A board member may not have
an interest in a firm that is directly en-
gaged in business dealings with the
board itself.

Q. My board wants to publish a
Youth Services Directory. Can we
ask for donations from local business-
es to pay for printing the directory?

A. Yes, with certain conditions. A com-
munity board can solicit and accept do-
nations from individuals and firms, ex-
cept where those individuals and firms
have matters before or about to come
before the board, or where a solicitation
would likely be perceived as a promise
of special treatment in return for a con-
tribution.

8/17

These materials are intended as a gen-
eral guide. For more information on the
Board or on the conflicts of interest or
financial disclosure laws, call or write
the Board.

2 LAFAYETTE STREET
SUITE 1010
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10007
PHONE: 212) 442-1400
FAX: 212) 437-0705
NYC.GOV/ETHICS

New York City

P—

New York City
Conflicts of Interest
Board

Community

Boards

|

New York City l
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