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Our Mission: Guided by racial and social 
justice, Good Shepherd Services partners and 
grows with communities so that all NYC 
children, youth and families succeed and thrive.

In Fiscal Year 2023 (ended 

June 30th, 2023), 33,000 children, youth 

& families participated across 91 
programs 

Bronx 
38 

programs

Manhattan 
6

programs

Brooklyn
347

programs
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We offer two networks of community-based 
youth development, education & vocation, 
youth justice, and family service programs in 
Brooklyn and the Bronx; group homes for 
adolescents; supportive housing for young 
adults; and foster care and adoption services.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Annie – Network of Good Shepherd programs across the Bronx, Brooklyn and Manhattan
We were here last year presenting to the committee – Theory, Chante and Annie 
We have Shaneva on zoom but want to recognize program is happening and she may not be available
Ricardine and I are here to answer questions and take back questions to program
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Beacon programs are school-based community 
centers serving children ages six and older, and 
adults. There are currently 91 Beacons located 
throughout the five boroughs of New York City 
operating in the afternoons and evenings, on 
weekends, and during school holidays and 
vacation periods, including the summer.

Since 1991, GSS has operated two Beacon 
Community Centers which have served as anchors 
for countless Red Hook and Fordham/Belmont 
youth and their families.
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Harry S Truman High School Beacon Program 

   Last Year     This Year 

Targets         300 500
Participants       270              685 
Summer camp  110              150 
Community Events participants 1,541 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are contracted to support …
Last fiscal year we supported xxx participants 
This summer we supported xxx camp 



Harry S Truman High School Beacon Program Supports 
and Community Events
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Program Components
o Academic Support 
o Literacy Enhancement 
o Dance
o Fashion Lab
o Boxing 
o Photography 
o Sports Fitness 
o Cook Shop 
o Youth Advisory 
o Civic Engagement
o Archery (Spring)

Community Events
o Health Fairs
o Quarterly Family 

Bingo 
o Community Pantry 
o Girl Scouts 
o Vendor Meet and 

Greet
o Saturday Academy  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ricardine – all services are free 



Community Board Feedback (Oct 23)
• Want to ensure that we have engaging 

programming for youth between the ages of 
12 and 17 

• Making SAT prep/testing available
• Bronx House has free SAT prep

• Making test for catholic school available
• Lehman college offers but there is a 

waitlist and it is long
• Independent school testing prep 

• we don’t see this test prep anywhere for 
free- ISEE (Independent School Entrance 
Exam) & SSAT (Secondary School 
Admission Test)

• Prep for Prep has class
• Co-City Engagement

5

• Truman offers SAT prep to their 
students

• Beacon has offered SAT prep but we did 
not have good attendance

• Open to offering
• Beacon has not offered any of the 

specialized testing. Welcome vendors 
but they will not be able to charge 
participants to attend. 

• We met w/ the RiverBay Corporation in 
November 2023
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In Fiscal Year* 2023, the Beacon program had 684 
participants enrolled (with a target of 300).  For Fiscal 
Year 2024 (year to date as of 11/21/23), the 
enrollment is 415.  

Enrollment for 10475 Zip Code and Co-op City 
Residents

In Fiscal Year 2023, 239 participants (45% of enrolled 
participants) live in the 10475 zip code – 219 of these 
participants live in Co-op City.  

In Fiscal Year 2024 YTD, 119 participants (38% of 
enrolled participants) live in the 10475 zip code – 110 
of these participants live in Co-op City.

The chart below shows the number of enrolled 
Beacon participants living in Co-op 
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Good Shepherd will support applicants along the way 
to: 
• Complete the New York City Department of Youth 

and Community Development (DYCD) co-locator 
form 

• Complete the New York State Office of Children and 
Family Services (OCFS) 6000 Package which includes 
medical clearance, fingerprinting and background 
check

• Apply for a Volunteer Position on Good Shepherd 
Services website 

• Inform the applicant once they are cleared from 
Human Resources

Considerations:
• The entire process can take 2-3 months
• Co-locators can NOT charge participants
• OCFS is taking anywhere between 3-6 weeks to 

approve /clear staff to work.
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Beacon Co-locator Agreement Process

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ricardine
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Beacon Co-locators and Sub-contractors*

Name of Co-locators Specialty
Velocity Track Team Track

Bronx Tigers Track Team Track

Jaguars Basketball
JASA Seniors
NYSBA Football, Basketball

NDDL Double Dutch
Troop #1200 Girl Scouts
NEBx 124 Service Unit Girl Scout Troop

Baychester Library Library

Co-op City Tennis Club Tennis

Name of Sub-contractors Specialty

Game Over Martial Arts
Boxing

Fashion Fabby Fashion Design 

Kevin Richards 
Photography

Photography 

Paul Josephs Music Your song – Music 
Class

Daedal Signs American Sign 
Language (ASL) 
Programming 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ricardine
*Subcontractors  GSS does have $40K budget to pay for subcontractors. 
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Harry S Truman High School Beacon Program  

Hours of Operations
Monday – 3pm-9pm
Tuesday – 3pm-9pm

Wednesday – 3pm-9pm
Thursday – 3pm-9pm

Friday – 3pm-9pm
Saturday – 10am-5pm

Sunday – Closed
After-school Hours: 3pm-6pm
*Community Hours: 6pm-9pm

Summer Hours: 8am-6pm
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ricardine Community Hours are staffed by good shepherd and allows the general to enter the building and use the school gym, fitness center and basketball
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Advocacy and Community Engagement
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Good Shepherd supports the natural web of relationships and connections among 
neighborhood stakeholders and advocate for resources  to ensure the well-being of youth and 
families, and their communities.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Annie



Shaneva Gaskin
Program Director
Truman High School
Shaneva_Gaskin@goodshepherds.org
( 718) 904-5400, Extension 64662

Ricardine Verdiner
Community Relations Manager 
(917) 414-9670
Ricardine_Verdiner@goodshepherds.org

Chante Brown
Vice President
After School
Chante_Brown@goodshepherd.org

Annie Minguez Garcia
Vice President 
Government and Community Relations
Annie_Minguez@goodshepherds.org
(917) 923-1587
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Contact Information 
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