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DRAFT

Roll Call and Public Session Introduction

Chairperson Clarisa Alayeto calls the meeting to order and conducts the roll call,
confirming the presence of various board members and community representatives.

Maurelhena Walles from Equity Design presents the initiative to increase physical
activity engagement through cycling, walking, and running in the Bronx, seeking holistic
support from the community board.

Maurelhena Walles explains the need for community engagement and partnerships,
including volunteering at events, letter of support, and collaboration with local
organizations.

The initiative includes a community event on May 15, involving PS 18, Patterson
Houses, and Lincoln Hospital, with a goal to pledge over a million steps together.

Discussion on Equity Design Initiative

Maurelhena Walles elaborates on the program's design, emphasizing the importance of
community engagement and changing the narrative around Patterson Houses.

The initiative aims to activate community spaces and engage professional cyclists to
showcase their presence and contributions.

The event will include a crit (critical mass bike ride) and a running route across the street
from PS 18, with a fdcus on community involvement and fun.

The partnership includes Equity Design, Street Lab, Patterson Houses, PS 18, and
Lincoln Hospital, with additional support from USA Cycling, Iron Riders Development,
NYRR One for Fun, and Telerones.

Questions and Clarifications on Equity Design Initiative

Chairperson Clarisa Alayeto asks if the initiative collaborates with the TA President, Ms.
Patricia Simpson, who is also a board member.



Maurelhena Walles confirms the collaboration and mentions a recent meeting with Ms.
Pat, who expressed excitement d@bout the initiative.

Dalourny Nemorin inquires about the program's involvement in syringe pickup, and
Maurelhena Walles explains that they work with community affairs for syringe pickup
during their weekend cycling clinics.

The board members discuss the importance of community engagement and the potential
impact of the initiative on increasing outdoor physical activity.

Approval of Agenda and Conflict of Interest Presentation

Chairperson Clarisa Alayeto moves to approve the agenda, with a motion and second
from board members.

A motion is made to move the conflict of interest presentation to the end of the agenda,
which is approved by the board.

The board moves on to voting items, starting with liquor license applications for Rey
Tacos Inc. and Xochimilco Family Restaurant.

Liquor License Applications and Voting

Robert Bamnes, Chair of the Committee on License and Permits, presents the applications
for Rey Tacos Inc. and Xochimilco Family Restaurant, noting no concerns from the
community or the team's investigation.

The board votes to approve both applications, with no abstentions or oppositions.

The next voting item is the Equity Design letter of support, which is approved by the
board with a motion and second.

Discussion on Guntown Life Up and Youth Education

Stephanie Calzado explains the feedback from the youth and education committee
regarding Guntown Life Up, emphasizing the need for more collaboration and deeper
inspection of the services being provided.

The board decides to table the letter of support for Guntown Life Up, with a plan to
involve more community leaders and residents in future discussions.

Chaplain Maria and Christina Cover express support for Guntown L1fe Up, highlighting
the organization's positive impact on the community.

Health and Human Services Committee Reports

Marilyn Pena, Chair of the Health and Human Services Committee, presents two votlng
items: Lincoln Recovery Center and Power in the Shower.

The board approves the letter of support for Lincoln Recovery Center, which aims to
enhance services by relocating to Lincoln Hospital.



Walter Harris from Power in the Shower presents the organization's mission to provide
showers and hygiene services to the homeless, emphasizing the transformative impact of

their program.

The board approves the letter of support for Power in the Shower, with conditions for
specifying locations and providing detailed information on funding.

Environmental Justice and Sanitation Committee Report

Committee Chair Cesar Yoc presents the committee's proposal to close peaker plants and
replace them with green infrastructure, solar panels, or stormwater remediation.

The board approves the letter of support for the proposal, emphasizing the need for no
delay in the closure of peaker plants and the implementation of clean alternatives.

Committee Chair Dalourny Nemorin presents a letter requesting increased funding for
syringe collection and extended hours for treatment facilities, which is approved by the

board.

Bylaws Amendment and District Manager Report

Committee Chair Dalourny Nemorin presents the amended bylaws, which include
specific timelines for filling vacancies in the chair position.

The board approves the amended bylaws with a motion and second, despite some
abstentions.

District Manager Anthony Jordan announces the hiring of Diana Leonard as the new
Community Associate and congratulates Steven Palmers on his promotion to Community
Coordinator.

The board celebrates the expansion of the community board office to three staff
members, highlighting the importance of increased outreach and engagement.

Public Safety Report and Community Concerns

Captain Garcia from the 40th Precinct reports a decrease in overall crime but an uptick in
burglaries, with recent arrests made.

The precinct plans to deploy additional officers to high-crime areas, including the hub,
and collaborate with other precincts for comprehensive coverage.

The board discusses concerns about auto thefts, with specific hot spots like Alexander
Avenue under the bridges, and the need for increased patrols and surveillance.

The board emphasizes the importance of community engagement and collaboration with
local law enforcement to address public safety issues effectively.



Elected Officials Reports and Closing Remarks

« The Bronx Borough President's office provides updates on community events, including a
higher education college fair, career fairs, and cultural heritage celebrations.

« Courtney Aubain from Congressman Torres's office shares updates on federal budget
proposals, funding for city agencies, and a report on Con Ed price differentiation between

boroughs.

o The board thanks the elected officials for their updates and emphasizes the importance of
community engagement and collaboration in addressing local issues.

o The meeting concludes with a reminder of the importance of community involvement and
the need for continued efforts to improve public safety and quality of life in the Bronx.

Bronx Delivery Costs and Budget Hearing

« Courtney Aubain discusses the delivery costs per therm in various areas: $1.29 in the
Bronx, $1 in Manhattan, $0.92 in Queens, $0.45 under National Grid in Queens, and
$0.54 in Brooklyn.

« Courtney Aubain mentions efforts to address these price hikes and provides contact
information for further questions.

 Chairperson Clarisa Alayeto clarifies the need for representation from AOC's office.

Bronx Senate Delegation and Skimming Bill

e A representative from Jose Serrano reports on a neutral budget hearing in the Bronx on
February 16, inviting community members to provide testimony on budget priorities.

e A representative from Jose Serrano introduces Senate Bill S 1465, which aims to address
skimming by implementing EMV chip cards to protect public assistance funds.

« The bill is explained as a measure to decrease fraud by using higher encryption
technology on chip cards.

o A representative from Jose Serrano concludes with a call for any questions and provides
contact information for further assistance.

Know Your Rights Webinar and Tax Season Reminders

e Jeff from Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez’s office mentions a recent Know Your Rights
webinar and a town hall event, both available on their Facebook page.

e Reminders about tax season, including filing directly with the IRS and using
directfile.irs.gov to check eligibility.

« Information on federal grant opportunities and community project funding, with updates
to be published through their newsletter.



Contact information for assistance with federal agency issues and a reminder about policy
changes causing delays in responses.

Community Design Workshop and Meeting Concerns

Gloria Cruz brings attention to a community design workshop for a new jail at Hostos
College, emphasizing the importance of community input.

Gloria Cruz inquires about the community meeting scheduled for March 5, leading to a
brief side conversation.

Chairperson Clarisa Alayeto insists on moving the meeting forward and addressing any
concerns outside the meeting.

Conflict of Interest Training for Community Board Members

Alexander Kipp from the New York City Conflict of Interest Board begins a 15-minute
training session for community board members.

Emphasis on the importance of disclosing conflicts of interest and not voting on issues
that could benefit oneself or associates.

Explanation of the "three Ds": disclose, discuss, don't vote, in situations where a conflict
of interest exists.

Examples provided for different scenarios, including voting on liquor licenses, not-for-
profit funding, and city agency-related issues.

Quorum and Chair Conflicts

Discussion on how conflicts of interest affect quorum and the number of votes needed to
pass an issue.

Clarification that the chair of a committee cannot chair if they have a conflict of interest
related to the committee's work.

Mention of the "do you know who I am?" problem and the importance of not misusing
community board position for personal gain.

Explanation of gift rules and the importance of refusing gifts that could create conflicts of
interest.

Solicitation and Social Media Guidelines

Member Paola Martinez asks about soliciting donations from businesses in the
community, with clarification that it is acceptable as long as there is no expectation of
special treatment.

Alexander Kipp advises against targeting businesses with pending matters before the
community board.



Discussion on social media use, emphasizing that community board social media should
not be used for political endorsements or personal opinions.

Personal social media accounts should clearly state that opinions are the user's own and
not those of the community board.

Final Questions and Adjournment

Alexander Kipp encourages community board members to seek advice from the Conflict
of Interest Board early to avoid conflicts of interest.

Chairperson Clarisa Alayeto opens the floor for any new or old business, but no
additional topics are raised.

A motion to adjourn the meeting is made, seconded, and approved by the participants.

The meeting officially adjourns, with a reminder to take any further discussions outside.

Action Items

Provide a letter of support for the Equity Design initiative.

Schedule a meeting with Guns Down Life Up program and community stakeholders to
discuss the letter of support.

Provide a letter of support for the Lincoln Recovery Center.
Provide a letter of support for the Power in the Shower initiative.

Send a letter demanding the closure of the Peaker Plants and proposing clean energy
alternatives.



