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BOROUGH-BASED JAILS QUEENS FACILITY
COMMUNITY WORKSHOP #4

APRIL 28, 2026

KEY COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT TAKEAWAYS

•	 Describe the exterior materials and color palette in more detail​

•	 Illustrate how the façade mitigates visual communication between the recreation areas and the public realm​

•	 Share additional views from surrounding buildings
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VIEW A - 82ND AVE APPROACH - MAIN ENTRANCE

VIEW B - TYPICAL TOWER FACADE
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VIEW A - TYPICAL SPINE FACADE

Spandrel glazing linear 
gradient pattern

Silver metallic accents

VIEW B - TYPICAL PODIUM FACADE
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Views directed outward & up to sky​
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BUILDING APPEARANCE
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDING NEIGHBORHOOD

VIEW G - VIEW FROM 82ND AVENUE

VIEW F - VIEW FROM HOOVER AVENUE BRIDGE​
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VIEW C - 32ND FLOOR​, COURT PLAZA
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•	Provide a covered outdoor area to protect visitors from weather
•	Consider durability and maintenance of lobby finishes and furniture​

•	Maintain generous, family-friendly circulation space​

•	Continue developing a straightforward and clear signage system for users​

•	Study color palettes and furniture in the visiting spaces to provide a less institutional and more inclusive 
environment for users​

•	Update non-contact visiting views to illustrate how conversations are supported
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Comfortable and 
ergonomic seating

Inviting, open 
lobby concept

Children’s 
play area
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INTERIOR EXPERIENCE - PUBLIC
PUBLIC LOBBY VIEW

VISITING WAITING AREA VIEW



Visitor-friendly 
furniture & layout

Access to 
daylight

Clear 
sightline

Secure speakers for 
communication
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KEY COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT TAKEAWAYS

•	Design furniture layouts prioritizing comfort, safety, and the ergonomic needs of individuals in custody

•	Study softer colors in the dayroom

•	Design an outdoor recreation space that balances privacy and openness
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TYPICAL HOUSING UNIT DAYROOM SPACE VIEW

INTERIOR EXPERIENCE - SECURE
TYPICAL HOUSING ENVIRONMENTS

TYPICAL HOUSING UNIT DAYROOM SPACE VIEW



*Preliminary illustrations for discussion purposes only

BOROUGH-BASED JAILS QUEENS FACILITY
COMMUNITY WORKSHOP #4

APRIL 28, 2026

Designed to prioritize 
access to medical and 

mental healthcare

Individually controlled 
task lighting
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Private, hygienic, and 
comfortable environment

Storage for infant 
care items

Infant-friendly
play areas 
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Direct access to 
sunlight and fresh air

Flexible gym space to 
adapt to different uses

Large windows maximize 
access to daylight

Mesh and louver 
system for privacy
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Large windows to maximize 
natural daylight exposure

Designated
book storage​

Flexibility to support 
multiple uses 
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PUBLIC REALM
SITE PLAN

LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS

20260106 Site 
Plan


•	 Seating in shade and sun
•	 Pedestrian-scale lighting
•	 Accessible pedestrian routes across the site
•	 Bicycle parking
•	 Green infrastructure

KEY COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT TAKEAWAYS

•	Promote an inviting public realm that supports everyday comfort, including seating and shade
•	Prioritize scale, quantity, and long-term quality of trees and planting
•	Clarify circulation across the site for pedestrians and bikes
•	Strengthen connections between site and the surrounding neighborhoods

STREETSCAPE ELEMENTS

Curbside rain gardens, street trees,  
and bollards

Crash-rated seat walls integrated  
with landscape

Bollards  
(Only where necessary)

Bicycle rackDirectional signagePedestrian light pole

Benches in Main Plaza

Sidewalk benches

Key Features:
•	 Large canopy street trees on 132nd and 126th Street
•	 Native, resilient planting throughout the site
•	 Spacious main plaza
•	 Landscaped pedestrian passageways
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Underplanting:Swamp Milkweed Underplanting:Switchgrass Underplanting:Wild Indigo

Large street tree: 
Honeylocust

Street tree: 
Pin Oak

Ornamental tree: 
Eastern Redbud

Ornamental tree: 
Kousa Dogwood

Screening: 
European Hornbeam

Underplanting:Inkberry
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PUBLIC REALM
MAIN PLAZA FROM 126TH STREET

MAIN PLAZA FROM 82ND AVENUE

•	 Seating in shade and sun
•	 Low walls for security in lieu of bollards
•	 Companion seating to support accessibility
•	 Bicycle parking near the main entrance

•	 Welcoming approach to the main entrance



•	 Large canopy tree species are installed at 3-3.5”                    	
	 caliper, about 6-8’ tall, and will reach about 12’ tall     	
	 and 20’ canopy spread over a 5-year time period
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PUBLIC REALM
VIEW OF MAIN PLAZA FROM MAIN EXIT 

VIEW TOWARD 82ND AVENUE FROM MAIN PLAZA

•	 Spacious and inviting main plaza
•	 Pick-up and Drop-off area by the curb
•	 Choices of seating in shade and sun
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PUBLIC REALM
126TH STREET NEAR MAIN ENTRANCE 

126TH STREET NEAR STAFF ENTRANCE

•	 Low walls integrated with landscape for perimeter security
•	 Large canopy trees and layered curbside planting

•	 ADA accessible pedestrian routes throughout the site
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PUBLIC REALM
COMMUNITY PASSAGEWAY AT 126TH STREET

COMMUNITY PASSAGEWAY AT 132ND STREET

•	 Public plaza connecting community space, 		
	 staff entry, and municipal parking garage

•	 Landscaped pedestrian connection to 	
	 the surrounding neighborhoods
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PUBLIC REALM
132ND STREET

COURTHOUSE PASSAGEWAY

•	 Large canopy street trees
•	 Curbside rain gardens
•	 Wide continuous sidewalk

•	 Landscaped pedestrian connection to 						    
	 surrounding neighborhoods

•	 Native and low-maintenance planting
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