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Creating a New Vision for the Public Realm Together

Borough-Based Jails Brooklyn Facility
Community Workshop

Public Realm

January 23, 2024

CitibikeStreet ParkingProposed Tree Removals 

Wider Sidewalks

Wider Sidewalks

Diverse Seating
Flexible Areas

Increased Planting
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Atlantic Avenue streetscape experience

Workshop #2 site plan

Workshop #1+2 findings Site plan

Workshop #2 View

1
3

4

4
2

2

Improving the pedestrian environment, 
particularly at the intersection of Atlantic 
Avenue and Boerum Place. Wider sidewalks 
have been provided to the streetscape. 
Landscape security barriers are softer and 
integrated into the planters while reducing 
the visual weight of these elements.

Increased planting zones have been provided 
throughout the streetscape.

Outdoor spaces also serve as therapeutic 
landscapes that can help calm visitors, staff, 
and the people in custody. Landscape design 
should feel safe, native, and well-maintained 
along the public edges in downtown brooklyn. 

A variety of seating supports neurodiverse 
(people experience and interact with 
the world in different ways) and multi-
generational social interactions.

1

2

3

4

*Preliminary illustrations for discussion purposes only. Materials, color and furniture will continue to be explored.
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Creating a New Vision for the Public Realm Together

Borough-Based Jails Brooklyn Facility
Community Workshop

Public Realm

Atlantic Avenue streetscape experience

January 23, 2024
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Facility Vehicular Circulation

Sally Port Vehicular Access

Vehicular Traffic

Bike Lane

Pedestrian Circulation

Citibike Docking Station

4

4 32
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Improving the pedestrian environment, 
particularly at the intersection of Atlantic 
Avenue and Boerum Place. Wider sidewalks 
have been provided to the streetscape. 
Landscape security barriers are softer and 
integrated into the planters while reducing 
the visual weight of these elements.

Increased planting zones have been provided 
throughout the streetscape.

Outdoor spaces also serve as therapeutic 
landscapes that can help calm visitors, staff, 
and the people in custody. Landscape design 
should feel safe, native, and well-maintained 
along the public edges in downtown brooklyn. 

A variety of seating supports neurodiverse 
(people experience and interact with 
the world in different ways) and multi-
generational social interactions.

1

2

3

4

Workshop #2 View

Plaza streetscape experience

Plaza streetscape experience

*Preliminary illustrations for discussion purposes only. Materials, color and furniture will continue to be explored.

*Preliminary illustrations for discussion purposes only. Materials, color and furniture will continue to be explored.



State Street streetscape experience

Borough-Based Jails Brooklyn Facility
Community Workshop

Public Realm

January 23, 2024

Creating a New Vision for the Public Realm Together

Plaza  experience

4

Improving the pedestrian environment, 
particularly at the intersection of Atlantic 
Avenue and Boerum Place. Wider sidewalks 
have been provided to the streetscape. 
Landscape security barriers are softer and 
integrated into the planters while reducing 
the visual weight of these elements.

Increased planting zones have been provided 
throughout the streetscape.

Outdoor spaces also serve as therapeutic 
landscapes that can help calm visitors, staff, 
and the people in custody. Landscape design 
should feel safe, native, and well-maintained 
along the public edges in downtown brooklyn. 

A variety of seating supports neurodiverse 
(people experience and interact with 
the world in different ways) and multi-
generational social interactions.

1

1
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2

3

4

1

2 3

4
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Atlantic Avenue Streetscape experience

Plaza streetscape experience

Creating a Human-Centric Architecture

Borough-Based Jails Brooklyn Facility
Community Workshop

Architecture

January 23, 2024

Workshop #2 View

Designing for the human scale is a favored 
universal design strategy. Designing 
appropriate eye-level details and warm 
materiality has been incorporated into most 
elements of the Facility. 

Recreation yards at the center of the building 
were appreciated to respect the privacy of 
neighboring residents. To further increase 
privacy, recreation yards on the east have 
also been configured towards the center of 
the building with tall screening to minimize 
cross-viewing.

Through the Percent for Art program, the 
Facility will incorporate art. City agencies will 
also seek community engagement through 
the process.

LEED Gold Certification is seen as a 
positive credential from the community. 
Many sustainability topics are addressed 
such as bird mitigation, overshadowing, 
photovoltaics, and light pollution.
 
Design is based on principles of dignity, 
respect, and rehabilitation. The Facility 
will include programming for education, 
counseling, and horticulture.

1

2

3

4
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4

4

4

1
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1

*Preliminary illustrations for discussion purposes only. Materials, color and furniture will continue to be explored.
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Atlantic Avenue streetscape experience

Atlantic Avenue streetscape experience

Creating a Human-Centric Architecture

Borough-Based Jails Brooklyn Facility
Community Workshop

Architecture

January 23, 2024

Workshop #1+2 findings

Designing for the human scale is a favored 
universal design strategy. Designing 
appropriate eye-level details and warm 
materiality has been incorporated into most 
elements of the Facility. 

Recreation yards at the center of the building 
were appreciated to respect the privacy of 
neighboring residents. To further increase 
privacy, recreation yards on the east have 
also been configured towards the center of 
the building with tall screening to minimize 
cross-viewing.

Through the Percent for Art program, the 
Facility will incorporate art. City agencies will 
also seek community engagement through 
the process.

LEED Gold Certification is seen as a 
positive credential from the community. 
Many sustainability topics are addressed 
such as bird mitigation, overshadowing, 
photovoltaics, and light pollution.
 
Design is based on principles of dignity, 
respect, and rehabilitation. The Facility 
will include programming for education, 
counseling, and horticulture.
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Pacific St

Atlantic Ave

Boerum Pl

Smith St

Residential Buildings Around The Site View From South WestResidential Buildings Around The Site View From North East

View of east side recreation area from 
residential building at corner of State 
Street and Smith Street, privacy protected 
through visual screen up to 6’.

Typical exterior view of a 
housing cell window, privacy 
protected through visual 
screen up to 6’.

Typical Outdoor Recreation Area View

Mid / High Rise Residential

Hotel

Low Rise Residential

Boerum
 Pl

Sm
ith St

Schermerhorn St

Mid / High Rise Residential

Hotel

Low Rise Residential

Outdoor Recreation Area Section

Borough-Based Jails Brooklyn Facility
Community Workshop

Architecture

January 23, 2024

Relationship To Adjacent Context Respects Privacy For Neighbors

2
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Designing for the human scale is a favored 
universal design strategy. Designing 
appropriate eye-level details and warm 
materiality has been incorporated into most 
elements of the Facility. 

Recreation yards at the center of the building 
were appreciated to respect the privacy of 
neighboring residents. To further increase 
privacy, recreation yards on the east have 
also been configured towards the center of 
the building with tall screening to minimize 
cross-viewing.

Through the Percent for Art program, the 
Facility will incorporate art. City agencies will 
also seek community engagement through 
the process.

LEED Gold Certification is seen as a 
positive credential from the community. 
Many sustainability topics are addressed 
such as bird mitigation, overshadowing, 
photovoltaics, and light pollution.
 

Design is based on principles of dignity, 
respect, and rehabilitation. The Facility 
will include programming for education, 
counseling, and horticulture.

1
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3

5

4

*Preliminary illustrations for discussion purposes only. Materials, color and furniture will continue to be explored.

*Preliminary illustrations for discussion purposes only. 
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Q: How can we further refine seating types, and locations, around the site?

Q: Do the eye level details along the building provide a human centric 
experience? Does the materiality of the canopy contribute to a warm and 
welcoming environment in the public space?

Other

Borough-Based Jails Brooklyn Facility
Community Workshop

Public Realm & Architecture

January 23, 2024



Internal View of Lobby Reception Area

Lobby Experience

Borough-Based Jails Brooklyn Facility
Community Workshop

Interior Public Spaces

January 23, 2024

Lockers 3D View Circulation Diagram
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Workshop #1+2 findings
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Multi-sensory experience with access 
to natural light and warm materials is an 
essential feature for the proposed Facility. 
Universal design has been implemented 
through the Facility.

Welcoming entrances and clear visitor flow 
have been provided.

Adequate space for visitors has been 
provided both for queuing and seating 
in waiting areas. This was to ensure that 
visitors would not need to wait outside.

Lockers and restrooms with accessible 
design have been provided.

Flexible community space is provided in the 
building. Additionally, the lobby includes 
space for social services.
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View Of Lobby Seating Area And Child Play Area

Internal View of Lobby Reception Area

Lobby Experience

Borough-Based Jails Brooklyn Facility
Community Workshop

Interior Public Spaces

January 23, 2024
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Non-Contact Visiting

Contact Visiting

Visitor Experience

Borough-Based Jails Brooklyn Facility
Community Workshop

Interior Public Spaces

January 23, 2024
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Multi-sensory experience with access 
to natural light and warm materials is an 
essential feature for the proposed Facility. 
Universal design has been implemented 
through the Facility.

Welcoming entrances and clear visitor flow 
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in waiting areas. This was to ensure that 
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Q: Do the public spaces make the visitor feel welcome? Do the spaces provide 
a calm, safe, stress reducing and normalized environment?

Q: Is circulation clear to the public? (Visitor Waiting, Information Desk, People 
in Custody Release, Support Spaces)

Other

Borough-Based Jails Brooklyn Facility
Community Workshop

Interior Public Spaces

January 23, 2024



Typical Cell Space & Horticluture Program

Typical Recreation Yard 

Borough-Based Jails Brooklyn Facility
Community Workshop

Interior Spaces

Typical Cell UnitHorticulture Program View

January 23, 2024

Workshop #1+2 

Human-centric design is focused on dignity 
and respect for people in custody. All housing 
units will have increased access to medical/
mental health treatment areas in the cluster.

Direct access to outdoor space is provided 
in every living unit. A horticulture program is 
provided in the Facility.

All living areas have clear sightlines 
providing a safe environment for people in 
custody. Additionally, there are no vertical 
bars at the windows.

All housing cells have windows and access to 
direct daylight. All living spaces have access 
to daylight.

Program spaces are provided with all living 
spaces. Additionally, the Facility hosts a wide 
variety of programs including horticulture, 
culinary arts, library, chapel, gymnasium, 
medical facilities, etc.
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Typical Therapeutic Day Space

Typical General Population Day Space

Borough-Based Jails Brooklyn Facility
Community Workshop

Interior Spaces

January 23, 2024
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Human-centric design is focused on dignity 
and respect for people in custody. All housing 
units will have increased access to medical/
mental health treatment areas in the cluster.

Direct access to outdoor space is provided 
in every living unit. A horticulture program is 
provided in the facility.

All living areas have clear sightlines 
providing a safe environment for people in 
custody. Additionally, there are no vertical 
bars at the windows.

All housing cells have windows and access to 
direct daylight. All living spaces have access 
to daylight.

Program spaces are provided with all living 
spaces. Additionally, the Facility hosts a wide 
variety of programs including horticulture, 
culinary arts, library, chapel, gymnasium, 
medical facilities, etc.

1

2

3

4

5

*Preliminary illustrations for discussion purposes only. Materials, color and furniture will continue to be explored.

*Preliminary illustrations for discussion purposes only. Materials, color and furniture will continue to be explored.



Q: Do the spaces provide a calm, safe, stress reducing and normalized 
environment? 

Q: Does the incorporation of natural materials, light, art and biophilic 
elements help to create a human-centric environment?
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Borough-Based Jails Brooklyn Facility
Community Workshop

Interior Spaces

January 23, 2024


