
I would like to ask that the NYC Board of Corrections reject the two Continuing Variance Requests put 
before you this week that would make drastic and unnecessary changes to the mail and package policies 
throughout the NYC system.  
 
My non-profit organization, Books to Prisoners, has 50 years of experience of sending contraband-free 
mail and packages to NYC detainees. By the requestor giving the Board only three (3) examples of 
contraband being caught by their mailrooms they are not only indicating that their processes for 
preventing any contraband work, but also that the cost and efforts of these changes outweigh the size 
of the problem. Similar 'scan and shred' mail programs implemented at other facilities have not seen a 
major reduction in contraband, but the impact of detainees not being able to hold or possess the letters 
and pictures from their loved ones is immeasurable and will affect the death rates by suicide.  
 
Further, by preventing non-profit organizations from sending packages to your facilities would prevent 
indigent prisoners from accessing quality reading, religious and educational materials. Requiring 
financial purchases of reading materials by people who don't have incomes or family support systems is 
unreasonable and further creates inequality in your programs.  
 
I strongly request that you deny/reject the two Requests for Continuing Variance outright when they 
come before you: 

1. Continuing Variance Request to Board of Correction Minimum Standards Section 1-11(e)(1)(i) 
Regarding Correspondence 

2. Continuing Variance Request to Board of Correction Minimum Standards Section 1-12(a) 
Regarding Packages 

      ~Jeff West 
      Books to Prisoners - Board Vice President 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bookstoprisoners.net%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDUpshaw%40boc.nyc.gov%7C059888a2e96742f6bcee08db2a07633d%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C638149983433352524%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=T7NL%2Fnxg5FvjR%2BnSvRHIhsjLK6g6m9LHr%2FnRDZ3Jhyk%3D&reserved=0

