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Daisy Fernandez, Independent

Opening Remarks/Announcements

On behalf of the Board, Member Felipe Franco (“Member Franco”) convened the meeting and
addressed the current conditions in the jails. He said the Board is deeply concerned about people
in custody and people who work in the jails. He urged the city and all stakeholders to decarcerate
as the population of detained people has surpassed pre-COVID levels and the Department faces
an ongoing staffing crisis. See this portion of the video recording here.

Approval of June 8, 2021 Minutes

Member Franco asked for a motion to approve the draft minutes of the Board’'s June 8, 2021
meeting. Upon Dr. Cohen moving the item and Member Sherman seconding it, the minutes were
unanimously approved, 5-0 (Members Cohen, Franco, Perrino, Safyer, and Sherman). See this
portion of the video recording here.

DOC Updates
DOC Commissioner Vincent Schiraldi addressed the conditions in the jails, including the ongoing

COVID-19 pandemic, the rising jail population, and the Department’s staffing shortages. See this
portion of the video recording here. The Board’s response to Commissioner Schiraldi’s remarks
is available here.

DOC First Deputy Commissioner of Programs and Operations Stanley Richards and Assistant
Commissioner Alexandra Frank described the Department’s approach to providing programming
to young adults. See this portion of the video recording here.

Public Comment on Variance Requests

The Board’s Executive Director, Margaret Egan (“ED Egan”), introduced five variance requests
from DOC regarding the individualized use of restraints in punitive segregation, the Secure unit,
young adult Enhanced Supervision Housing (“YA-ESH”), commingling, and separation status.
See this portion of the video recording here.

The Board heard public comment on the five DOC variance requests from Sarita Daftary
(Freedom Agenda), Kayla Simpson (LAS), and Victoria Phillips (JAC). Public comment is
available in the video recording here.

Seven-Day PSEG Restraint Review Variance Request

» Board Discussion
Board discussion on the variancerequest, including the Department’s response, is available here.

» Board Vote
Member Franco called for a motion to vote on the limited variance request. After Member
Sherman moved the item and Dr. Safyer seconded, the Board unanimously approved the
variance, 5-0 (Members Cohen, Franco, Perrino, Safyer, and Sherman).

See the Board’s vote on the variance here. The final record of variance is published here.


https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=473
https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=13141
https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=940
https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=2183
https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=1538
https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=3973
https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=4700
https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=5519
https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=6553
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/boc/downloads/pdf/Meetings/2021/September/2021-09-record-of-variance-pseg-out-of-cell-restraints.pdf

Secure Unit Variance Request

» Board Discussion
Board discussion on the variancerequest, including the Department’s response, is available here.

» Board Vote
ED Egan read out loud the existing conditions to the variance. See this portion of the video
recording here.

Member Franco called fora motion to vote on the limited variance with conditions. After Dr. Safyer
moved the item and Member Sherman seconded, the Board unanimously approved the variance,
5-0 (Members Cohen, Franco, Perrino, Safyer, and Sherman).

See the Board’s vote on the variance here. The final record of variance is published here.

YA-ESH Variance Request

» Board Discussion
Board discussion on the variancerequest, including the Department’s response, is available here.

» Board Vote
ED Egan read out loud the existing conditions to the variance. See this portion of the video
recording here.

Member Franco called for a motion to vote on the limited variance with conditions. After Member
Perrino moved the item and Member Sherman seconded, the variance failed to pass with four
votes in favor (Members Franco, Perrino, Safyer, and Sherman) and one vote in opposition
(Member Cohen). See this portion of the video recording here.

Commingling Variance Request

» Board Discussion
Board discussion on the variance request, including the Department’'s and CHS’s response, is
available here.

» Board Vote
ED Egan read out loud the existing conditions to the variance. See this portion of the video
recording here.

Dr. Cohen proposed an additional condition for CHS to report within two months its plans for
developing young adult specific mental health programming. Member Franco called for a motion
to vote on Dr. Cohen’s condition. Afterthe item was movedand seconded, the Board unanimously
approved the condition, 5-0 (Members Cohen, Franco, Perrino, Safyer, and Sherman). See this
portion of the video recording here.

Member Franco called for a motion to vote on the limited variance with conditions. After Member
Sherman moved the item and Member Perrino seconded, the Board unanimously approved the
variance, 5-0 (Members Cohen, Franco, Perrino, Safyer, and Sherman).

See the Board’s vote on the variance here. The final record of variance is published here.


https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=6658
https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=7315
https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=7597
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/boc/downloads/pdf/Meetings/2021/September/2021-09-record-of-variance-action-secure.pdf
https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=7748
https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=8689
https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=9175
https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=9451
https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=10587
https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=11242
https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=11393
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/boc/downloads/pdf/Meetings/2021/September/2021-09-record-of-variance-action-ya-co-mingling.pdf

Separation Status Variance Request

» Board Discussion
Board discussion on the variancerequest, including the Department’s response, is available here.

» Board Action
ED Egan read out loud the existing conditions to the variance. See this portion of the video
recording here.

Member Franco called for a motion to vote on the variance request. No Board members motioned
to open the floor for a vote on the variance request and therefore, the separation status variance
failed to pass. See this portion of the video recording here.

DOC Update on Rule Implementation

DOC First Deputy Commissioner of Programs and Operations Stanley Richards and Executive
Director of Policy and Intergovernmental Affairs Steven Kaiser provided an update on the
Department’s implementation of the Board'’s restrictive housing rule. See this portion of the video
recording here.

COVID-19 Update
ED Egan provided background on COVID-19in the jails. See this portion of the video recording
here. See the Board’s PowerPoint presentation published here.

CHS and DOC provided an update on COVID-19 in the jails and responded to the Board’s
questions. See this portion of the video recording here.

Public Comment

The Board heard public comment from Jennifer Parish (UJC), Christopher Boyle (New York
County Defender Services), Scott Paltrowitz (HALT Solitary), Simone Spirig (BDS), Rosa Palmeri
(Independent), Kelly Grace Price (Close Rosie’s), Roddy Richardson (COBA), Lenu Mishra (CJE),
Kayla Simpson (LAS), Ashaki Antoine (COBA), Irene Cedano (BDS).

The public comments portion of this video recording is available here.


https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=11486
https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=12696
https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=13051
https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=13196
https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=14014
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/boc/downloads/pdf/Meetings/2021/September/BOC-COVID-Update-Powerpoint-September-14-2021.pdf
https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=14261
https://youtu.be/dvDI8krCAao?t=14786

