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 Waste Connections of New York, Inc. (“Waste Connections”), respectfully submits the 

following testimony regarding a regulatory increase to the rate cap of $24.21 per cubic yard of 

loose refuse (volume), or $15.89 per 100 pounds of refuse (weight) currently in effect today.  

 After historically high inflation rates incurred in 2021 and 2022, the annual inflation rate 

for the United States was 3.7% for the 12 months ended August, according to U.S. Labor 

Department data published on Sept. 13, 2023. This follows a rise of 3.2% for the 12-months 

ended July. These rates remain historically high and demonstrate increased rates on already 

inflated prices.  

The Federal Bureau of Labor Statistics publishes the Producer Price Index for the Solid 

Waste Collection Industry which gives a more accurate picture of the cost pressures our industry 

is experiencing. This index has increased by nine (9.0) percent since the last September of 2022 

(169.273 to 184.593). https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/PCU562111562111 and 

https://fred.stlouisfed.org/release/tables?rid=46&eid=138259#snid=138304. 

As the above indicates, prices for the waste and recycling industry have continued to 

increase since the last rate cap adjustment. New York City, however, has also mandated a change 

in law that has had a significant impact on commercial carters. Beginning this past summer, the 

New York City Department of Sanitation has required certain commercial customers to begin 

putting their waste in sealed containers. By March of 2024, every commercial establishment will 

be required to do the same.  

Very few commercial customers are purchasing their own waste container. Instead, they 

are relying on their carter to both provide and deliver multiple containers. The delivery cost for 

every container is roughly $40 - $45. Given that each customer will likely require more than one 

https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/PCU562111562111
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toter, the total delivery cost will run in the hundreds of thousands of dollars and is not 

recoverable as a separate fee under current Business Integrity Commission regulations.  

For the foregoing reasons, we respectfully urge the Commission to increase the 

maximum rate no less than nine percent and to do so as quickly as possible.  

 

 























 
 

 
 

 

 

October 11, 2023 
 
Commissioner Elizabeth Crotty 
Business Integrity Commission 
100 Church Street, 20th Floor 
New York, NY 10007 
 
Dear Commissioner Crotty, 
 
NWRA represents the private sector waste and recycling services industry.  
Association members conduct business in New York City and all 50 states and 
include companies that manage waste collection, recycling and medical waste, 
equipment manufacturers and distributors, and a variety of other service providers.  
NWRA represents the hardworking men and women of the chapter who collect and 
manage the waste produced by the 100,000 plus commercial entities in this great 
city. 
 
I would like to reiterate NWRA’s longstanding request since these hearings began, 
which is to eliminate the Rate Cap completely. It's obsolete and outdated and should 
be done away with. Let these trade waste companies that are fully vetted and 
licensed work out a pricing system that works best for them and their customers. 
 
But, if the Rate Cap is to be kept, we will continue to push for a minimum rate at 
which below waste recyclables and organics cannot be collected and managed in the 
city without sacrificing safety. This continual race to the bottom exacerbates our 
members’ best efforts to improve service with better equipment, drivers, and 
standards for the industry.  
 
Our members have invested heavily in improving service to our customers, 
specifically during these challenging times. This is all on top of new impending 
regulatory cost imposed by the DSNY for the new containerization program which 
will begin in 2024.  At an estimated $40-$45 per container, this looks to add 
additional hundreds of thousands for haulers next year alone. 
 
The Producer Price Index for solid waste collection is up 9% as well since last year. 
Producer prices for goods rose 2.2%, while prices for services rose 2.9%. The waste 
and recycling industry is not immune to this, as we have seen with increased costs 
in fuel and materials along with labor costs increasing 3% and tipping fees 6% in the 
last year.  This is in addition to inflation being at 3.7%, up from last month’s 3.2%. 
 



 
 

 
 

 

Collecting waste and recyclables is a huge task done every day. Our members do it in 
good weather, bad weather, and during a pandemic not seen in this country in over 
a hundred years. We continue to be good corporate citizens and work as safely as 
possible in the neighborhoods and the community we serve.  That is why we are 
respectfully requesting an increase in the maximum rate cap going forward. 
 
Sincerely,  

Lewis A. Dubuque  
Lewis A. Dubuque  
Vice President, New York City Chapter  
National Waste & Recycling Association 
 
 


