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Re: Policy on Drafting Reasonable Efforts Orders 

When the court does not complete a permanency hearing on the first appearance, 
the FCLS attorney should request that the court make a finding that reasonable 
efforts were made to effectuate the pennanency plan. If the court makes such a 
finding, the attorney must prepare and submit to the court, a short form order 
clearly indicating that reasonable efforts were made to effectuate the permanency 
plan. 

As there is no court form for these findings, these orders are not routinely prepared 
by the part clerk. While the court will eventually include the reasonable efforts 
finding in the permanency hearing order once the permanency hearing is 
completed, this reasonable efforts finding will be made at the time of the 
conclusion of the permanency hearing, which may take place weeks after the 
reasonable efforts finding was initially entered. Such a gap could lead to a 
temporary loss of Federal funding on a case, and does not reflect that the 
reasonable efforts finding was actually made on an earlier date, prior to the 
completion of the permanency hearing. 

These orders should be done in the manner of a short-form order. The order must 
include: 

• the date of the hearing at which the reasonable efforts finding was made; 
• a finding that reasonable efforts to effectuate the pern1anency plan were 

made; and 
• the basis for the finding (typically, the PH Report and/or testimony of a 

witness). 

The order does not have to indicate the Permanency Planning goal. The order 
should not include the term "interim" or "temporary" and may not state that the RE 
finding was made on a prior date (i.e. no nunc pro tune orders are permissible). The 
order must not state that the finding was made solely for the purposes of Federal 
Funding. 

If you have any questions, please contact your supervisor or Adam Eggers, Director 
ofFCLS IV-E Management. Teamt. 


