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English Bengali 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Very good.  One more. †fwi ¸W|  Avi GKUv| 

LUPE jy‡c 

There ... was ... a ... prin ... cee-ess. GK‡`‡k ... wQj ... GK ... ivR ... Kb¨v| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Princess. ivRKb¨v| 

LUPE jy‡c 

Princess. ivRKb¨v| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Very good.  Keep going. †fwi ¸W|  GwM‡q hvI| 

LUPE jy‡c 

Who ... leaved ... lived ... 

... in ... a ... big ... house ... 

... in ... the ... in ... the ... 

... meeowntains? 

†h ... wQj ... wQj... 

... GKwU ... †ek ... eo ... evwo‡Z ... 

... hv ... _vK‡Zv ... wQj ... GKwU ... 

... †cnv‡o? 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

In the mountains. cvnv‡o wQj | 

LUPE jy‡c 

In the mountains. cvnv‡o wQj | 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Look.  The mountains. †`L|  cvnvo| 

LUPE jy‡c 

And there’s the princess. Avi H †h ivRKb¨v| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

[laughing] And now, my princess ... 

It is time to go to sleep. 

[nvwm] Avi GLb, Avgvi ivRKb¨v ... 

Nygv‡Z hvIqvi mgq n‡q‡Q| 

LUPE jy‡c 

Good night, mommy. ¸W bvBU, gv| 

      
Carmen Lupe Juan Teacher       Fatima Sayeed 
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CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Sweet dreams, Lupita. myBU wW«gm&, jywcZv| 

JUAN ûqvb 

Yes, yes! OK, beautiful! Watch out, watch out…Oh 

watch out …now, now, now! watch out, watch it , 

now! now! 

nu¨v, nu¨v! I‡K, PgrKvi! †`‡L †Lj, †`‡L †Lj... Avn& †`‡L †Lj 

... GLb, GLb, GLb ! †`‡L †Lj, Gw`‡K †`L, GLb! GLb! 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Juan ... The school is having the parent-teacher 

conferences again. Next month! 

ûqvb ...¯‹z‡j Avevi c¨v‡i›UÑwUPvi Kbdv‡iÝ em‡Q | 

AvMvgx gv‡m! 

JUAN ûqvb 

That’s nice. Lye fv‡jv| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Nice? 

Do you remember what happened to me last time? 

fv‡jv? 

†Zvgvi wK g‡b Av‡Q MZevi Avgvi Kx n‡qwQj? 

TEACHER wk¶K 

Your daughter is doing fine, Mrs. Diaz. 

You should work with her every night to make sure 

that she understands what she is reading ... 

You should also review all her homework. 

Okay?  Do you have any questions? 

Do you have any questions? 

Avcbvi †g‡q fv‡jv Ki‡Q, wg‡mm. wWqvR| 

†m hv co‡Q †m¸‡jv eywS‡q †`Iqvi Rb¨ Avcwb cªwZ iv‡Z 

Zv‡K cov‡bv DwPZ ... 

Zvi me¸‡jv evwoi KvRI Avcbvi †`Lv DwPZ| 

wVK Av‡Q? Avcbvi †Kv‡bv cªkœ Av‡Q? 

Avcbvi †Kv‡bv cªkœ Av‡Q? 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Ummm ... No. Avggg ... bv| 

JUAN ûqvb 

Carmen? Carmen? 

Don’t get so worried. Everything will be fine. 

Kvi‡gb? Kvi‡gb? GZ wPwš—Z n‡qv bv| 

mewKQz wVK gZ n‡e| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb* 

What?  Last time was a disaster. 

I couldn’t understand anything the teacher said. 

Kx?  MZevi wech©q N‡UwQj| 

wUPv‡ii †Kv‡bv K_vB Avwg eyS‡Z cvwiwb| 

JUAN ûqvb 

That was last year. 

Your English is much better now. 

†mwU wQj MZ eQi| 

†Zvgvi Bs‡iwR GLb A‡bK fv‡jv n‡q‡Q| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Really?  Do you think so? mwZ¨?  †Zvgvi ZvB g‡b nq? 

JUAN ûqvb 

Of course. 

You go to English class every week ... 

... don’t you? 

Aek¨B| 

Zzwg cªwZ mßv‡n Bs‡iwR K¬v‡m hv”Q ... 

... ZvB bv? 

   
Juan  Carmen Teacher 
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CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Yes.  My English is better. But talking to the teacher 

isn’t easy. It makes me feel so ... 

What’s the word? Helpless. 

nu¨v|  Avgvi Bs‡iwR A‡bK fv‡jv n‡q‡Q| wKš‘ wUPv‡ii mv‡_ 

K_v ejv mnR bq| wb‡R‡K g‡b nq ... 

kãUv Rvwb Kx? Amnvq| 

JUAN ûqvb 

Helpless? Amnvq? 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Yes. 

Juan ... I’m worried about Lupe’s reading. 

She’s having trouble. 

nu¨v| 

ûqvb ... Avwg jy‡ci wiwWs wb‡q wPwš—Z| 

Ii mgm¨v n‡”Q| 

JUAN ûqvb 

If Lupe’s having trouble reading ... 

... her teacher will take care of it. 

That’s her job. 

jy‡ci hw` wiwWs wb‡q mgm¨v nq ... 

... Zvi wUPvi †mw`‡K j¶ ivL‡eb| 

GUv Zvi `vwqZ¡| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

We have to help Lupe. 

Why did we come to this country? 

For her education. 

Not only to watch futbol. 

Avgv‡`i jy‡c‡K mvnvh¨ Ki‡Z n‡e| 

Avgiv GB †`‡k †Kb G‡mwQ? 

Ii †jLvcovi Rb¨| 

ïay dzUej †Ljv †`Lvi Rb¨ bv| 

JUAN ûqvb 

Honey, in this country ... they call it soccer. nvwb, GB †`‡k ... Iiv GUv‡K e‡j mKvi| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Juan, Are you paying attention? 

I can’t help Lupe if I can’t talk to the teacher and ask 

questions. 

ûqvb, Zzwg wK g‡bv‡hvM w`”Q? 

Avwg wUPv‡ii mv‡_ K_v ej‡Z bv cvi‡j Ges cªkœ wR‡Ám 

Ki‡Z bv cvi‡j jy‡c‡K mvnvh¨ Ki‡Z cvi‡ev bv| 

JUAN ûqvb 

So think of the questions to ask the teacher and say 

them out loud. 

You have to practice, just like soccer. 

Zvn‡j wUPvi‡K Kx Kx cªkœ wR‡Ám Kiv hvq †m¸‡jv wPš—v K‡iv 

Avi †m¸‡jv †Rv‡i †Rv‡i ej| 

†Zvgv‡K Abykxjb Ki‡Z n‡e, wVK mKv‡ii gZ| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Like soccer? What are you talking about, Juan? mKv‡ii gZ? Zzwg Kx hv Zv ej‡Qv, ûqvb? 

JUAN ûqvb 

[frustration sigh] I’m talking about practice. 

You’ve got to practice saying your lines ... 

... like, umm ... actors on TV. 

[nZvkvi `xN©k¦vm] Avwg Abykxjb m¤ú‡K© ejwQ| 

†Zvgv‡K Abykxjb Ki‡Z n‡e †Zvgvi jvBb¸‡jv e‡j e‡j 

... †hgb, Avgg ... wUwfi Awf‡bÎx‡`i gZ| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Okay.  If it’s so easy ... show me. wVK Av‡Q|  hw` GZB mnR nq ... K‡i †`LvI| 

 

  
Carmen Juan 
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JUAN ûqvb 

Okay ... [clears throat] …[clears throat again] 

Teacher ... My daughter Guadalupe ... 

How is she? 

I‡K ... [Mjv cwi®‹vi Kiv] ... [Avevi Mjv cwi®‹vi Kiv] 

wUPvi ... Avgvi †g‡q ¸qv`vjy‡c ... †m †Kgb? 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

How is she?! [laughs]…Ohhh… †m †Kgb?! [nvwm]... In&nn... 

JUAN ûqvb 

[laughs] [nvwm] 

SAYEED & ISMAEL mvC` I BmgvBj 

Go, go, go, go! Oh!  Ahhh…Oh…  go, go hvI, hvI, hvI, hvI! In&!  Avnnn ... In&... hvI, hvI 

FATIMA dvwZgv 

Sayeed, what does this say? mvC`, GUv‡Z Kx †jLv? 

SAYEED mvC` 

Ismael ... Tell your mother what this says. BmgvBj ... GUv‡Z Kx †jLv Av‡Q †Zvgvi gv‡K e‡jv| 

ISMAEL BmgvBj 

I think it’s a good report, mother. Avgvi g‡b nq GUv GKUv fv‡jv wi‡cvU©, gv| 

SAYEED & ISMAEL mvC` I BmgvBj 

Oh, oh, oh, oh, In&, In&, In&, In&, 

FATIMA dvwZgv 

Ismael? BmgvBj? 

ISMAEL BmgvBj 

The teacher is very happy with me. wUPvi Avgvi Ici Lye Lywk| 

FATIMA dvwZgv 

I’m sure the teacher is very happy with you, Ismael. 

But I don’t think that’s what this letter says. 

Avwg wbwðZ wUPvi †Zvgvi Ici Lye Lywk, BmgvBj| wKš‘ Avgvi 

g‡b nq bv GB wPwV‡Z †mUv †jLv Av‡Q| 

SAYEED & ISMAEL mvC` I BmgvBj 

Go, go, go and go, go, go. And goal! Ahh, haaa, goal! 

[whooping and laughter] 

hvI,hvI, hvI Avi hvI,hvI, hvI| Ges †Mvj! Avnn, 

nvAvAvAv, †Mvj! [wPrKvi Ges nvwm] 

FATIMA dvwZgv 

Carmen?  It’s Fatima. Kvi‡gb?  Avwg dvwZgv| 

 

 

 

 

 

     
Carmen Juan Sayeed Ismael Fatima 
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CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Yes, Fatima, I am sure. 

The note is about the parent-teacher conferences. 

Lupe brought the same note home. 

Are you going? 

We have to go.  It’s our job. 

Don’t worry, Fatima. 

Last year, I didn’t understand anything either. 

This year will be different. 

Yes, you are right. 

We must do something. 

A parent what? 

Co-or-dinator. 

Call 311 for the number? 

Yes.  I will do it right now. 

nu¨v, dvwZgv, Avwg wbwðZ| 

†bvU&Uv c¨v‡i›UÑwUPvi Kbdv‡iÝ m¤ú‡K©| 

jy‡c GKB †bvU evwo‡Z wb‡q G‡m‡Q| 

Zzwg Kx hv‡e? 

Avgv‡`i‡K †h‡Z n‡e|  GUv Avgv‡`i `vwqZ¡| 

wPš—v K‡iv bv, dvwZgv| 

MZ eQi, AvwgI †Zvgvi gZ wKQzB eyS‡Z cvwiwb| 

GB eQi Ab¨iKg n‡e| 

nu¨v, Zzwg wVKB e‡jQ| 

Avgv‡`i‡K Aek¨B wKQz Ki‡Z n‡e| 

c¨v‡i›U Kx? 

†KvÑIiÑwW‡bUi| 

bv¤¦v‡ii Rb¨ 311 G †dvb Ki‡ev? 

nu¨v|  Avwg GLbB KiwQ| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Pa-rent co-or-di-na-tor. 

Parent Coordinator 

c¨vÑ†i›U †KvÑIiÑwWÑ†bÑUi| 

c¨v‡i›U †KvAwW©‡bUi 

Hello, 311? 

I want to help my daughter with school. 

She goes to PS 303 in Brooklyn. 

Can you give me the number for the parent 

coordinator? 

Yes, I have a pencil. 

Give me the number, please. 

n¨v‡jv, 311? 

Avwg Avgvi †g‡q‡K ¯‹z‡ji Kv‡R mvnvh¨ Ki‡Z PvB| 

†m c‡o wcGm w_ªÑwR‡ivÑw_ªÑ†Z, eª“Kwj‡b| 

Avcwb wK Avgv‡K c¨v‡i›U †KvAwW©‡bU‡ii bv¤¦viUv w`‡Z 

cv‡ib? 

nu¨v, Avgvi Kv‡Q †cwÝj Av‡Q| 

Avgv‡K bv¤¦viUv w`b, wcR| 

PARENT COORDINATOR c¨v‡i›U †KvAwW©‡bUi 

I know exactly what you mean, Mrs. Diaz. 

People here talk so fast. 

When I first came to New York City, it was hard for 

me to understand anything. 

Avcwb Kx ej‡Qb Avwg wVK ey‡SwQ, wg‡mm. wWqvR| 

GLv‡b gvbyl Lye `ª“Z K_v e‡j| 

hLb Avwg cª_g wbD BqK© wmwU‡Z Avwm, 

Avgvi †h †Kv‡bv wKQz eyS‡Z Amyweav n‡Zv| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

I know. 

The problem is, there are so many questions to ask at 

the parent-teacher conference. 

I get nervous. 

Avwg Rvwb| 

mgm¨v n‡”Q, c¨v‡i›UÑwUPvi Kbdv‡i‡Ý wR‡Ám Kivi g‡Zv 

A‡bK cªkœ Av‡Q| 

Avwg bvf©vm n‡q hvB| 

 

 

  
Carmen Parent 

Coordinator 
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CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

I know. The problem is, there are so many questions to 

ask at the parent-teacher conference. 

I get nervous. 

Avwg Rvwb| mgm¨v n‡”Q, c¨v‡i›UÑwUPvi Kbdv‡i‡Ý wR‡Ám 

Kivi g‡Zv A‡bK cªkœ Av‡Q| Avwg bvf©vm n‡q hvB| 

FATIMA dvwZgv 

Yes, me too. nu¨v, AvwgI| 

PARENT COORDINATOR c¨v‡i›U †KvAwW©‡bUi 

Here.  This family guide has some good questions you 

can ask. 

We have it in 8 languages. 

Spanish, Arabic, Chinese, Haitian-Creole, Korean, 

Russian, Urdu and Bengali. 

GB †h|  GB d¨vwgwj MvB‡W wKQz fv‡jv cªkœ Av‡Q †h¸‡jv 

Avcbviv wR‡Ám Ki‡Z cv‡ib| 

Avgv‡`i Kv‡Q GwU 8wU fvlvq Av‡Q| 

¯ú¨vwbk, Aviwe, PvBbxR, 

†nwkqvb †µIj, †Kvwiqvb, ivwkqvb, D`y© Ges evsjv| 

FATIMA dvwZgv 

Thank you. ab¨ev`| 

PARENT COORDINATOR c¨v‡i›U †KvAwW©‡bUi 

And remember, if you need an interpreter ... just ask 

for one. 

Avi g‡b ivL‡eb, hw` Avcbv‡`i †`vfvlx `iKvi nq 

... ïay PvB‡Z n‡e| 

FATIMA dvwZgv 

Really, an interpreter? mwZ¨, GKRb †`vfvlx? 

PARENT COORDINATOR c¨v‡i›U †KvAwW©‡bUi 

You can ask for an interpreter at the school anytime 

you need one. 

Avcbv‡`i †`vfvlxi cª‡qvRb n‡j Avcbviv †h †Kv‡bv mgq 

¯‹zj‡K ej‡Z cv‡ib| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Thank you [sighs of relief] ab¨ev` [¯^w¯ —i wbtk¦vm] 

PARENT COORDINATOR c¨v‡i›U †KvAwW©‡bUi 

You are natural leaders. Avcbviv ¯^fveZB †bZv| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Leaders? I didn’t even finish high school. †bZv? Avwg GgbwK nvB ¯‹zjI †kl Kwiwb| 

FATIMA dvwZgv 

And my English isn’t so good. Avi Avgvi Bs‡iwR †gv‡UI fv‡jv bv| 

PARENT COORDINATOR c¨v‡i›U †KvAwW©‡bUi 

You don’t need to speak perfect English to be a leader. 

If you can talk to me and to your friends about the 

school, you can talk to anyone. 

†bZv nIqvi Rb¨ Avcbvi wbLyuZ Bs‡iwR ejvi `iKvi †bB| hw` 

¯‹zj m¤ú‡K© Avgvi mv‡_ Avi Avcbvi eÜz‡`i mv‡_ K_v ej‡Z 

cv‡ib, Zvn‡j Avcwb †h Kv‡iv mv‡_ K_v ej‡Z cvi‡eb| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Maybe ... Thank you. nq‡Zv ... ab¨ev`| 

   
Fatima Carmen Parent 

Coordinator 
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PARENT COORDINATOR c¨v‡i›U †KvAwW©‡bUi 

Goodbye. ¸WevB| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Goodbye. ¸WevB| 

FATIMA dvwZgv 

Thank you.  Goodbye. ab¨ev`|  ¸WevB| 

FATIMA dvwZgv 

These questions are long and difficult, even when I 

read them in Arabic. 

GB cªkœ¸‡jv eo Avi KwVb, GgbwK hLb Aviwe‡ZI cwo| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Well, what else can we do? Zvn‡j, Avgiv Avi Kx Ki‡Z cvwi? 

FATIMA dvwZgv 

I have an idea.  Let’s call some other parents. GKUv eyw× †c‡qwQ|  Pj Ab¨ evevÑgv‡`i‡K WvwK| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Yes!  Let’s call Pierre. n¨vu!  Pj wc‡qi‡K †dvb Kwi| 

FATIMA dvwZgv 

And Ming! Avi wgs! 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Let’s go! P‡jv hvB| 

FATIMA dvwZgv 

Come on! P‡jv! 

PIERRE wc‡qi 

Hi. nvB| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Hello, Pierre. n¨v‡jv, wc‡qi| 

FATIMA wc‡qi 

Hello. n¨v‡jv| 

MING wgs 

Sometimes asking questions is not easy. KL‡bv KL‡bv cªkœ wR‡Ám Kiv mnR bq| 

FATIMA dvwZgv 

Yes. Especially when you are nervous. nu¨v| we‡kl K‡i hLb Avcwb bvf©vm _v‡Kb| 

PIERRE wc‡qi 

That’s why I always bring a notebook. 

I take notes when the person is talking. 

GB Rb¨B Avwg me mgq GKUv †bvUeyK wb‡q hvB| 

wZwb K_v ejvi mgq Avwg †bvU wjwL| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

I think it helps if you repeat back what you hear. Let 

me show you.  You are the teacher, Ming. 

Tell me about my daughter’s homework. 

Avgvi g‡b nq Avcwb hv †kv‡bb Zv Avcwb wb‡R Avevi ej‡j 

fv‡jv nq| `vuovb Avwg †`LvB|  Avcwb wUPvi, wgs| Avgvi 

†g‡qi evwoi KvR m¤ú‡K© ejyb| 

     
Fatima Carmen Pierre  Ming Parent 

Coordinator 



We Are New York: Welcome Parents   8  

 

 

 

     
Fatima Carmen Pierre Ming Juan 

 

FATIMA & CARMEN & PIERRE dvwZgv I Kvi‡gb I wc‡qi 

[laughing together] [GKmv‡_ nvwm] 

MING wgs 

Well, Mrs. Diaz ... Sometimes your daughter’s 

homework is late. 

And sometimes, she doesn’t answer all of the 

questions. And sometimes ... it’s a mess! 

Avm‡j, wg‡mm. wWqvR ... KL‡bv KL‡bv Avcbvi †g‡q evwoi 

KvR Ki‡Z †`wi K‡i| 

Avevi KL‡bv KL‡bv, †m me¸‡jv cª‡kœi DËi wj‡L Av‡b bv| 

Avi KL‡bv KL‡bv ... GUv n‡q hvq wLPzwo! 

FATIMA & CARMEN & PIERRE dvwZgv I Kvi‡gb I wc‡qi 

[laughing together] [GKmv‡_ nvwm] 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

So, in other words you are saying to me that my 

daughter should: do her homework on time, answer all 

the questions, and be neat. 

Zvn‡j, Ab¨fv‡e ejv hvq, Avcwb Avgv‡K ej‡Qb †h Avgvi 

†g‡q‡K: Zvi evwoi KvR mgqgZ Ki‡Z n‡e, 

me¸‡jv cª‡kœi DËi w`‡Z n‡e, Ges cwicvwU n‡Z n‡e| 

MING wgs 

Ex-act-ly! hÑ_vÑ_©! 

FATIMA & CARMEN & PIERRE dvwZgv I Kvi‡gb I wc‡qi 

[laughing together] [GKmv‡_ nvwm] 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

[loud kiss] Hello. [mk‡ã Pzgy] n¨v‡jv| 

JUAN ûqvb 

Carmen ... Where were you?  I was worried. Kvi‡gb ... Zzwg †Kv_vq wQ‡j?  Avgvi wPš—v jvMwQ‡jv| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

I met with the other parents. 

We are getting ready for the parent-teacher conference. 

Avwg Ab¨ evevÑgv‡`i mv‡_ †`Lv K‡iwQ| 

Avgiv c¨v‡i›UÑwUPvi Kbdv‡i‡Ýi Rb¨ •Zwi nw”Q| 

JUAN ûqvb 

I keep telling you, let the people at the school do their 

work. You are just a parent. 

Avwg †Zvgv‡K evievi ejwQ, ¯‹z‡ji †jvKRb‡K Zv‡`i KvR 

Ki‡Z `vI| Zzwg †Kej GKRb gv 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Exactly. And parents need to get involved. 

Juan, we are getting together again on Saturday and 

you should come. 

wVK| Avi evevÑgv‡`i m¤ú„³ nIqv `iKvi| 

ûqvb, Avgiv kwbev‡i Avevi GKwÎZ n‡ev Avi †ZvgviI Avmv 

DwPZ| 

JUAN ûqvb 

Me? [chuckles, laughs] Avwg? [Pvcv nvwm, nvwm] 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Yes, you. nu¨v, Zzwg| 
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CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Okay, everyone. We have the questions. 

Now, we have to practice asking them out loud. 

Who wants to go first? Come on!  We have to practice 

our lines …like actors on TV! 

wVK Av‡Q, mevB| Avgv‡`i cªkœ¸‡jv •Zwi| 

GLb, Avgiv †m¸‡jv †Rv‡i †Rv‡i ejv Abykxjb Ki‡ev| 

†K Av‡M ej‡Z Pvb? Av‡mb!  Avgv‡`i‡K evK¨¸‡jv Abykxjb 

Ki‡Z n‡e ... wUwfi Awf‡bZv‡`i gZ! 

PIERRE wc‡qi 

[clears throat] Is ... there ... any ... extra ... reading ... I 

... can ... give ... my ... son? 

[Mjv cwi®‹vi Kiv] Ggb ... †Kv‡bv ... evowZ ... wiwWs ... Av‡Q 

... hv ... Avgvi ... †Q‡j‡K ... w`‡Z ... cvwi? 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

What’s the matter, Pierre? Kx n‡q‡Q, wc‡qi? 

PIERRE wc‡qi 

I don’t think I can do it. Avgvi g‡b nq bv Avwg GUv cvi‡ev| 

FATIMA dvwZgv 

Yes, you can. Remember, you are an actor. 

Say it with emotion! Ready? 

nu¨v, Avcwb cvi‡eb| g‡b ivL‡eb, Avcwb GKRb Awf‡bZv| 

Av‡eM w`‡q ejyb! 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

And ... †iwW? Ges ... 

PIERRE wc‡qi 

Is there ... any extra reading…I can give my son? Ggb †Kv‡bv ... evowZ wiwWs Av‡Q ... hv Avgvi †Q‡j‡K w`‡Z 

cvwi? 

FATIMA & CARMEN & MING dvwZgv I Kvi‡gb I wgs 

Bravo! [laughter] kvevk! [nvwm] 

JUAN ûqvb 

Nice….That was great! †ek... . IUv PgrKvi wQj! 

FATIMA dvwZgv 

Okay, go. I‡K, ejyb| 

MING wgs 

Is my son doing his homework? Avgvi †Q‡j wK Zvi evwoi KvR K‡i? 

FATIMA dvwZgv 

Repeat that, Ming, like a movie star! Avevi  e‡jb, wgs, wm‡bgvi Awf‡bÎxi g‡Zv! 

MING wgs 

Is my son doing his homework? Avgvi †Q‡j wK Zvi evwoi KvR K‡i? 

FATIMA dvwZgv 

One more time. Avi GKevi| 

MING wgs 

Is my son doing his homework ... every night? Avgvi †Q‡j wK Zvi evwoi KvR K‡i ... cª‡Z¨K iv‡Z? 

FATIMA dvwZgv 

Every night?  I like that! cª‡Z¨K iv‡Z?  Avgvi cQ›` n‡q‡Q! 

 

    
Carmen Pierre Fatima Ming 



We Are New York: Welcome Parents   10  

 

         
Ming Pierre Fatima    Carmen Juan Sayeed Lupe 

 

MING wgs 

But sometimes I can’t understand my son’s homework. wKš‘ gv‡S gv‡S Avwg Avgvi †Q‡ji evwoi KvR eywS bv| 

PIERRE wc‡qi 

My parents didn’t understand my homework, either. 

But you know?  I still did it. 

And in third grade, I did extra work. 

Avgvi evevÑgvI Avgvi evwoi KvR eyS‡Z cvi‡Zb bv| 

wKš‘ Avcwb Rv‡bb?  ZviciI Avwg †mUv K‡iwQ| 

Avi _vW© †Mª‡W, Avwg evowZ KvR K‡iwQ| 

FATIMA dvwZgv 

Extra work? evowZ KvR? 

PIERRE wc‡qi 

That year, I fell in love with my teacher. †mB eQi, Avwg Avgvi wUPv‡ii †cª‡g c‡owQjvg| 

MING & CARMEN, FATIMA wgs I Kvi‡gb, dvwZgv 

…oooh… ... IIIn... 

PIERRE wc‡qi 

She was so kind, so beautiful, I wrote a love poem to 

her every night [laughs]. 

wZwb wQ‡jb Lye `qvjy, Lye my›`ix, cªwZ iv‡Z Zvi Rb¨ †cª‡gi 

KweZv wjLZvg [nvwm]| 

JUAN ûqvb 

Love poems?  That’s not homework! †cª‡gi KweZv?  †m‡Zv evwoi KvR bq! 

JUAN & SAYEED & MING & CARMEN ûqvb I mvC` I wgs I Kvi‡gb 

[laughing] [nvwm] 

[OS] QUESTIONS cªkœ 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Are we finished? Avgv‡`i n‡q †M‡Q? 

FATIMA dvwZgv 

Done!  We did it! †kl!  Avgiv GUv K‡iwQ! 

FATIMA dvwZgv 

[giggles] My god! [laughs] 

Let’s give this to the parent coordinator. 

[wdKwd‡K nvwm] I gv! [nvwm] 

P‡jv GUv c¨v‡i›U †KvAwW©‡bUi‡K w`‡q Avwm| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

She can make copies, and give it to the other parents. wZwb GUv Kwc K‡i Ab¨ evevÑgv‡`i‡K w`‡Z cvi‡eb| 

JUAN ûqvb 

What is this a picture of, Lupe? GUv wK‡mi Qwe, jy‡c? 

LUPE jy‡c 

It’s the princess. GB n‡”Q ivRKb¨v| 
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JUAN ûqvb 

And what is she doing? Is she playing soccer? Avi †m Kx Ki‡Q? †m wK mKvi †Lj‡Q? 

LUPE jy‡c 

Soccer? Nobody in this story plays soccer, Papi. mKvi? GB M‡íi †KDB mKvi †L‡j bv, evev| 

JUAN ûqvb 

Oh well.  Well, maybe someday she will. The title of 

this book is “The Soccer Princess of Sunset Park.” 

Av”Qv, fv‡jv|  Zvn‡j, nq‡Zv †Kv‡bvw`b †m †Lj‡e| GB 

eB‡qi wk‡ivbvg n‡”Q Òmvb‡mU cv‡K©i mKvi ivRKb¨v|Ó 

LUPE jy‡c 

That’s not what is says, Papi. GUv Zv ej‡Q bv, evev| 

JUAN ûqvb 

Are you sure? Zzwg wbwðZ? 

LUPE jy‡c 

Just read the words, Papi. Just read. ïay kã¸‡jv co, evev| ïay co| 

JUAN ûqvb 

Okay. Ah, Look!  And the prince said, I love you, 

princess. 

wVK Av‡Q| Avn&, †`L!  Avi ivRcyÎ e‡j‡Q, Avwg †Zvgv‡K 

fv‡jvevwm, ivRKb¨v| 

LUPE jy‡c 

And the princess said ... I want to play soccer! Avi ivRKb¨v e‡j‡Q ... Avwg mKvi †Lj‡Z PvB! 

JUAN ûqvb 

Soccer? mKvi? 

LUPE jy‡c 

Yes, soccer. nu¨v, mKvi| 

JUAN & LUPE ûqvb I jy‡c 

[giggles] [wdKwd‡K nvwm] 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Please, Juan! Do you know what time it is? 

The conference is starting. 

wcR, ûqvb! Zzwg Rvb GLb KqUv ev‡R? 

Kbdv‡iÝ ïi“ n‡q hv‡”Q| 

JUAN ûqvb 

Carmen!  Take it easy. Kvi‡gb!  GUv mnRfv‡e bvI| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Are you coming or not? Zzwg Avm‡e, bv Avm‡e bv? 

JUAN ûqvb 

I can’t decide. Avwg wVK Ki‡Z cviwQ bv| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

I’m leaving. Avwg hvw”Q| 

 

 

 

 

   
Juan Lupe Carmen 

   



We Are New York: Welcome Parents   12  

 

 

JUAN ûqvb 

Wait! I can’t decide. What do you think? The red one? 

The green one? The blue one? 

Which one will the teacher like? 

`vuovI! Avwg wVK Ki‡Z cviwQ bv| †Zvgvi Kx g‡b nq? 

jvjUv ci‡ev? bvwK meyRUv? bvwK bxjUv? 

†KvbUv wUPvi cQ›` Ki‡eb? 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

It doesn’t matter. 

You don’t need to wear the tie. Let’s go. 

GUv †Kv‡bv e¨vcvi bv| 

†Zvgvi UvB civi `iKvi †bB| P‡jv hvB| 

JUAN ûqvb 

Carmen!  This is important! 

This is our daughter’s education! 

Kvi‡gb!  GUv ¸i“Z¡c~Y©! 

GUv Avgv‡`i †g‡qi †jLvcov! 

MING wgs 

Is my son doing his math homework? Does he ask 

questions in class? 

Avgvi †Q‡j wK Zvi MwY‡Zi evwoi KvR K‡i? †m wK K¬v‡m cªkœ 

wR‡Ám K‡i? 

MALE PARENT GKRb evev 

Excuse me. Can I have an interpreter? Can I have an 

interpreter? Can I have an interpreter? 

gvd Ki‡eb| Avwg wK GKRb †`vfvlx †c‡Z cvwi? Avwg wK 

GKRb †`vfvlx †c‡Z cvwi? Avwg wK GKRb †`vfvlx †c‡Z 

cvwi? 

SAYEED mvC` 

How can I help my son with his reading? [Mjv cwi®‹vi Kiv] Avwg Kxfv‡e Avgvi †Q‡j‡K Zvi wiwWsÑG 

mvnvh¨ Ki‡Z cvwi? 

MING wgs 

I’m sorry.  Can you please slow down and explain 

what you mean? 

Avwg `ytwLZ|  Avcwb Kx AbyMªn K‡i GKUz ax‡i ej‡eb Ges 

Avcwb Kx †evSv‡”Qb Zv e¨vL¨v Ki‡eb? 

FEMALE TEACHER gwnjv wk¶K 

Of course. Aek¨B| 

FEMALE TEACHER gwnjv wk¶K 

And ... did you know Jean Claude won the poetry 

contest last week? 

Avi ... Avcwb Kx Rv‡bb †h Rb K¬W MZ mßv‡n KweZv 

cªwZ‡hvwMZvq Rqx n‡q‡Q? 

PIERRE wc‡qi 

Oh!  Jean Claude didn’t tell me. 

You won the poetry contest? 

In&!  Rb K¬W Avgv‡K e‡jwb| 

Zzwg KweZv cªwZ‡hvwMZvq wR‡ZQ? 

FEMALE TEACHER gwnjv wk¶K 

He writes the most beautiful poems. 

A new one every day. 

†m Lye my›`i KweZv †j‡L| 

cªwZw`b bZzb GKUv| 

PIERRE wc‡qi 

Every day? [sigh] He takes after his father! [laughs] cªwZ w`b? [`xN©k¦vm] †m Zvi evev‡K AbymiY Ki‡Q! [nvwm] 

JUAN ûqvb 

Can I get my daughter’s report card in Spanish? Avwg wK Avgvi †g‡qi wi‡cvU© KvW© ¯ú¨vwb‡k †c‡Z cvwi? 

 

 

      
Carmen Juan Sayeed Ming Teacher Pierre 
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FEMALE TEACHER gwnjv wk¶K 

Of course. You can also call me anytime. The door is 

always open. 

Aek¨B| Avcwb †h †Kv‡bv mgq Avgv‡K †dvbI Ki‡Z cv‡ib| 

Avgv‡`i `iRv me mgqB †Lvjv| 

JUAN ûqvb 

Thank you. So? ab¨ev`| †Zv? 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

That went well. fv‡jvfv‡e †kl n‡q‡Q| 

FATIMA dvwZgv 

Carmen! [kissing]How was your conference? Kvi‡gb! [Pzgy] Kbdv‡iÝ †Kgb n‡q‡Q? 

JUAN ûqvb 

Wonderful. PgrKvi| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

And how was your conference? Avi †Zvgv‡`i Kbdv‡iÝ †Kgb n‡q‡Q? 

SAYEED mvC` 

It was great. Lye fv‡jv n‡q‡Q| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Well, congratulations to you both! fv‡jv, †Zvgv‡`i `yRb‡KB Awfb›`b! 

SAYEED mvC` 

What this school needs is more parents like us! GB ¯‹z‡ji hv cª‡qvRb Zv n‡”Q Avgv‡`i g‡Zv Av‡iv evevÑgv! 

JUAN & SAYEED ûqvb I mvC` 

[laughing] [nvwm] 

 

      
Carmen Fatima Juan Sayeed Teacher 


