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English Bengali 

MALE FACILITATOR cyi‚l cwiPvjbvKvix 

And who would like go first? Zvn‡j †K cÖ_‡g K_v ej‡Z PvI? 

MOUSSA g~mv 

I will go first. My name is Moussa. 

I’m from the great country of Senegal. [laughs] It’s in the 

continent of ... 

Avwg cª_‡g ej‡ev| Avgvi bvg g~mv| 

Avwg GK gnvb †`k †_‡K G‡mwQ hvi bvg †m‡bMvj| 

[nvwm] GUv †h gnv‡`‡k Zv... 

MARTIN gvwU©b 

Africa. Avwd«Kv| 

MOUSSA g~mv 

Yeah! nu¨v! 

MARTIN gvwU©b 

My name is Martin, and I am Jamaican. Avgvi bvg gvwU©b, Avi Avwg R¨vgvBKvb| 

LU jy 

My name is Lu. I come from ... Avgvi bvg jy| Avwg G‡mwQ ... 

OMAR Igi 

China! Pxb †_‡K! 

LU jy 

I’m from the Dominican Republic. Avwg G‡mwQ †WvwgwbKvb wicvewjK †_‡K| 

OMAR Igi 

Oh. In&| 

LU jy 

My parents moved there before coming to the U.S. I 

speak Spanish, too. 

Av‡gwiKv Avmvi Av‡M Avgvi evevÑgv †mLv‡b wM‡qwQ‡jb| 

Avwg ¯ú¨vwbkI ej‡Z cvwi| 

OMAR Igi 

Cool. 

My name is Omar, and I’m from India. 

PgrKvi| 

Avgvi bvg Igi, Avi Avwg G‡mwQ fviZ †_‡K| 
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Yelena Facilitator Martin Moussa Diego Lu Omar 

YELENA B‡qwjqvbv 

I am Yelena. I am from Russia. Avwg B‡qwjqvbv| Avwg ivwkqv †_‡K  G‡mwQ | 

MALE FACILITATOR cyi‚l cwiPvjbvKvix 

And you are? Avi Zzwg n‛Q? 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

I am Diego. Diego Villa. Avwg w`‡q‡Mv| w`‡q‡Mv wfBqv| 

MALE FACILITATOR cyi‚l cwiPvjbvKvix 

Welcome, Diego. ¯^vMZg, w`‡q‡Mv| 

MARTIN gvwU©b 

And where are you from, Diego? Avi Zzwg †Kv†_¨‡K G‡mQ, w`‡q‡Mv? 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

I’m from my English class. Avwg Avgvi Bs‡iwR K¬vm †_‡K G‡mwQ| 

MOUSSA, OMAR, YELENA, LU, MARTIN g~mv, Igi, B‡qwjqvbv, jy, gvwU©b 

[laughing] [nvwm] 

MARTIN gvwU©b 

No, man. No ... bv, eÜz| bv ... 

MOUSSA g~mv 

What country are you from? Zzwg †Kvb †`k †_‡K G‡mQ? 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

Oh.  I’m from Mexico. In&|  Avwg †gw·‡Kv †_‡K G‡mwQ| 

MOUSSA g~mv 

…oh… ...In... 

MALE FACILITATOR cyi‚l cwiPvjbvKvix 

Okay, everybody ... This week we are going to tell our 

stories. How you came here ... 

Why you came here ... Anything you want to tell us. 

Diego… Would you like to go first? 

wVK Av‡Q, mevB ... GB mßv‡n Avgiv Avgv‡`i Kvwnbx¸wj 

ej‡ev| †Zvgiv Kxfv‡e GLv‡b G‡mQ ... 

†Zvgiv †Kb GLv‡b G‡mQ ... hv wKQz †Zvgiv Avgv‡`i‡K ej‡Z 

PvI| w`‡q‡Mv... Zzwg wK cÖ_‡g †h‡Z PvI? 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

Me? Avwg? 

MALE FACILITATOR cyi‚l cwiPvjbvKvix 

Yes! n¨vu! 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

First? cª_‡g? 

MARTIN gvwU©b 

Come on, Diego. Av‡mv, w`‡q‡Mv| 

MARTIN, OMAR, YELENA, LU gvwU©b, Igi, B‡qwjqvbv, jy 

Diego, Diego, Diego, Diego, Diego, Diego, Diego, 

Diego... 

w`‡q‡Mv, w`‡q‡Mv, w`‡q‡Mv, w`‡q‡Mv, w`‡q‡Mv, w`‡q‡Mv, 

w`‡q‡Mv, w`‡q‡Mv... 
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English 
Teacher 

Diego Juan Carmen 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

Okay, okay.  Okay. Well.  I first came to New York a 

few months ago ... 

I‡K, I‡K|  I‡K| Avm‡j|  Avwg K‡qK gvm Av‡M cª_g wbD 

Bq‡K© Avwm ... 

OS Poster OS †cv÷vi 

Welcome Diego ¯^vMZg w`‡q‡Mv 

JUAN ûqvb 

Diego, come on. Look. w`‡q‡Mv, Av‡mv| †`L| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Welcome to New York City! wbD BqK© wmwU‡Z ¯^vMZg! 

JUAN ûqvb 

The future World Cup champion! 

My nephew!  Diego Villa! 

fwel¨‡Zi wek¦Kvc P¨vw¤úqvb! 

Avgvi fvB‡qi †Q‡j!  w`‡q‡Mv wfBqv! 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Well?  Are you going to let the soccer champion in? Zvn‡j?  Zzwg wK mKvi P¨vw¤úqvb‡K †fZ‡i XzK‡Z †`‡e? 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Welcome, Diego. This is your home now. We want you 

to be happy here. 

¯^vMZg, w`‡q‡Mv| GUv GLb †Zvgvi evwo| Avgiv PvB Zzwg 

GLv‡b myLx nI| 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

Thank you. ab¨ev`| 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

Hey, Lupe.  Do you want to play? So, that was when I 

first arrived. My aunt and uncle were great. I thought 

school in New York would be like school back at home, 

in Mexico. But, it wasn’t. 

GB, jy‡c|  Zzwg †Lj‡Z PvI? †Zv, †mUv wQj hLb Avwg cª_g 

Avwm| Avgvi PvPv I PvPx wQ‡jb LyeB fv‡jv| Avwg †f‡ewQjvg 

wbD Bq‡K©i ¯‹zj †`‡ki ¯‹z‡ji gZ n‡e, †gw·‡Kvi gZ| wKš‘, 

†miKg nqwb| 

FEMALE ENGLISH TEACHER gwnjv Bs‡iwR wk¶K 

Your homework for tomorrow is to read pages 27 

through 50. There will be a quiz. 

†Zvgv‡`i Kvj‡Ki evwoi KvR n‡‛Q 27 c„ôv †_‡K 50 c„ôv 

ch©š— cov| GKUv KzBR _vK‡e| 

STUDENTS wk¶v_©xiv 

Ohhh Come on! Innn Kvg Ab! 

FEMALE ENGLISH TEACHER gwnjv Bs‡iwR wk¶K 

Any questions? †Kv‡bv cªkœ? 
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Diego Omar Lu Carmen Lupe Juan 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

I was lost in class. 

I couldn’t understand the teacher. 

Avwg K¬v‡m Ab¨gb¯‹ n‡q †hZvg| 

Avwg wUPv‡ii K_v eyS‡Z cviZvg bv| 

OMAR Igi 

I couldn’t understand the teachers either. AvwgI wUPvi‡`i K_v eyS‡Z cviZvg bv| 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

And, I had problems at home. Avi, Avgvi evwo‡ZI mgm¨v wQj| 

LU jy 

Problems at home? Oh, yeah? evwo‡Z mgm¨v? In, ZvB? 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

Well, yeah. One day, I came home, and ... Avm‡j, nu¨v| GKw`b, Avwg evwo wdwi, Avi ... 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

The landlord called again. 

He wants to know when we’re going to pay. The rent is a 

full month late. 

evwoIqvjv Avevi †dvb K‡i‡Q| 

†m Rvb‡Z †P‡q‡Q Avgiv KLb fvov †`e? 

fvov w`‡Z cy‡iv GK gvm †`wi n‡‛Q| 

JUAN ûqvb 

So?  What do we tell him? †Zv?  Avgiv Zv‡K Kx ej‡ev? 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Well?  What can we tell him? We tell him that we need 

another week to get the money. 

Zvn‡j?  Avgiv Zv‡K Kx ej‡Z cvwi? Avgiv Zv‡K ej‡Z 

cvwi †h UvKv †hvMvo Ki‡Z Avgv‡`i Av‡iv GK mßvn mgq 

jvM‡e| 

JUAN ûqvb 

He raised the rent, but my salary did not go up. †m fvov evwo‡q‡Q, wKš‘ Avgvi †eZb‡Zv ev‡owb| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

We have to pay. We don’t have a choice. Avgv‡`i‡K fvovUv w`‡Z n‡e| Avgv‡`i †Kv‡bv Dcvq †bB| 

JUAN ûqvb 

I will try to do more overtime. Avwg Av‡iv †ewk IfviUvBg Kivi †Póv Ki‡ev| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

But honey, you already work so much. Maybe I can 

borrow from my sister. 

wKš‘, Zzwg Ggwb‡ZB A‡bK †ewk KvR Ki| Avwg Avgvi †ev‡bi 

KvQ †_‡K avi wb‡Z cvwi| 

LUPE jy‡c 

Diego! How was your game?  Did you win? w`‡q‡Mv! †Ljv †Kgb n‡q‡Q?  Zzwg wR‡ZQ? 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Diego!  Lupe!  Lunch is ready. w`‡q‡Mv!  jy‡c! Lvevi †iwW| 
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Diego Juan Yelena Martin Co-Worker 

 

JUAN ûqvb 

So, did you win? †Zv, Zzwg wK wR‡ZQ? 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

Yes. nu¨v| 

JUAN ûqvb 

[laughs, shoulder slap] That’s my soccer star! Let’s eat. [nvwm, Nv‡o P‡cUvNvZ] GB‡Zv Avgvi mKvi ZviKv! P‡jv LvB| 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

I’m not so hungry, Uncle Juan. Avgvi ¶zav †bB, ûqvb PvPv| 

JUAN ûqvb 

Achhh, come on!  Eat, eat! Avnnn, Av‡mv †Zv!  LvI, LvI! 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

My family needed money. 

So I decided to drop out, and get a job. 

Avgvi cwiev‡ii UvKvi `iKvi wQj| ZvB Avwg wVK K‡iwQjvg 

W«c AvDU Ki‡ev, Avi GKwU PvKwi †be| 

YELENA B‡qwjqvbv 

Drop out? W«c AvDU? 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

You know, quit school? But, I didn’t tell my aunt and 

uncle. 

Zzwg Rv‡bv, ¯‹zj †Q‡o †`qv? wKš‘ Avwg Avgvi PvPv I PvPx‡K 

ewjwb| 

MARTIN gvwU©b 

You didn’t tell them? Zzwg Zv‡`i‡K ejwb? 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

They thought I was going to school every day. But really, 

I got a job. 

Zviv †f‡ewQ‡jb Avwg cªwZ w`b ¯‹z‡j hvw‛Q| wKš‘ Avm‡j, Avwg 

GKUv KvR †c‡qwQjvg| 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

Do you like this job? Zzwg wK GB KvR cQ›` K‡iv? 

MALE COWORKER cyi‚l Kg©x 

This job?  It pays the bills. 

Well ... this job, and my other job. 

And why aren’t you in school? 

GB KvR?  GUv wej¸‡jv cwi‡kva K‡i| 

Avm‡j ... GB KvRUv, Avi Avgvi Av‡iKUv KvR| 

Avi Zzwg ¯‹z‡j hvIbv †Kb? 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

School will take forever. My family needs the money 

now. 

¯‹zj †kl Ki‡Z Abš—Kvj jvM‡e| Avgvi cwiev‡ii GLb 

UvKvi `iKvi| 

MALE COWORKER cyi‚l Kg©x 

You need money?  Learn English. 

Get your diploma. 

Then, you’ll make real money. 

†Zvgvi UvKvi `iKvi?  Bs‡iwR †k‡Lv| 

wW‡cvgv AR©b K‡iv| 

ZLb, Zzwg Avmj UvKv Avq Ki‡Z cvi‡e| 
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Moussa Omar English 

Teacher 
Juan Diego 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

I hated that job!  But at least I was making money. KvRUv N„Yv KiZvg! 

wKš‘ Avwg Aš—Z UvKv cvw‛Qjvg| 

MOUSSA g~mv 

So what happened? 

What about your aunt and uncle? 

Zvici Kx N‡U‡Q? 

†Zvgvi PvPv Avi PvPxi Kx Lei? 

OMAR Igi 

Yeah.  Did they find out the truth? nu¨v|  Zviv wK mZ¨Uv eyS‡Z †c‡iwQ‡jb? 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

[Hummph] [ûg&] 

TELEPHONE ANSWERING MACHINE †Uwj‡dvb A¨vbmvwis †gwkb 

One message: GKwU †g‡mR: 

FEMALE ENGLISH TEACHER gwnjv Bs‡iwR wk¶K 

Hello, Mr. Diaz.  This is Diego’s English teacher. I am 

calling to tell you that Diego is not doing well in school. 

He isn’t doing his homework. He’s failing his tests and 

he has missed class for a whole week. Please call me as 

soon as you can. 

n¨v‡jv, wg. wWqvR|  Avwg w`‡q‡Mvi Bs‡iwR wk¶K| 

Avwg †dvb K‡iwQ Avcbv‡K Rvbv‡bvi Rb¨ †h w`‡q‡Mv ¯‹z‡j 

fv‡jv Ki‡Q bv| †m Zvi evwoi KvR Ki‡Q bv| 

†m Zvi cix¶v¸‡jv‡Z †dj Ki‡Q Ges GK mßvn a‡i K¬v‡m 

Avm‡Q bv| 

`qv K‡i hZ ZvovZvwo m¤¢e Avgv‡K †dvb Ki‚b| 

TELEPHONE ANSWERING MACHINE †Uwj‡dvb A¨vbmvwis †gwkb 

One old message: GKwU cyivb †g‡mR: 

FEMALE ENGLISH TEACHER gwnjv Bs‡iwR wk¶K 

Hello, Mr. Diaz. This is Diego’s English teacher. I am 

calling to tell you that Diego is not doing well in school. 

n¨v‡jv, wg. wWqvR| Avwg w`‡q‡Mvi Bs‡iwR wk¶K 

Avwg †dvb K‡iwQ Avcbv‡K Rvbv‡bvi Rb¨ †h w`‡q‡Mv ¯‹z‡j 

fv‡jv Ki‡Q bv| 

JUAN ûqvb 

Not doing well in school? ¯‹z‡j fv‡jv Ki‡Q bv? 

FEMALE ENGLISH TEACHER gwnjv Bs‡iwR wk¶K 

He isn’t doing his homework. †m Zvi evwoi KvR Ki‡Q bv| 

JUAN ûqvb 

Not doing his homework? Zvi evwoi KvR Ki‡Q bv? 

FEMALE ENGLISH TEACHER gwnjv Bs‡iwR wk¶K 

He’s failing his tests ... †m Zvi cix¶v¸‡jv‡Z †dj Ki‡Q ... 

JUAN ûqvb 

Failing his tests? cix¶vq †dj Ki‡Q? 

FEMALE ENGLISH TEACHER gwnjv Bs‡iwR wk¶K 

... and he has missed class for a whole week. ... Ges GK mßvn a‡i K¬v‡m Avm‡Q bv| 
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Juan English 

Teacher 
Lupe Carmen 

FEMALE ENGLISH TEACHER gwnjv Bs‡iwR wk¶K 

Please call me as soon as you can to set up an 

appointment. If you need an interpreter, please let me 

know. My office number is ... 

A¨vc‡q›U‡g›U wVK Kivi Rb¨ `qv K‡i hZ ZvovZvwo m¤¢e 

Avgv‡K †dvb Ki‚b| hw` Avcbvi GKRb †`vfvlx `iKvi nq, 

`qv K‡i Avgv‡K Rvbv‡eb| Avgvi Awd‡mi b¤¦i n‡‛Q ... 

FEMALE ENGLISH TEACHER gwnjv Bs‡iwR wk¶K 

My office number is ... 

718 ... 555 ... 5252 

Avgvi Awd‡mi b¤¦i n‡‛Q ... †m‡fbÑIqvbÑGBU ... 

dvBfÑdvBfÑdvBf ... dvBfÑUzÑdvBfÑUz 

LUPE jy‡c 

Papi’s home! evev evwo‡Z ! 

JUAN ûqvb 

Ha, ha, ha [kiss] nv, nv, nv [Pzgy] 

LUPE jy‡c 

Hi, Papi. nvB, evev| 

JUAN ûqvb 

Hi.  How was school? nvB|  ¯‹zj †Kgb n‡q‡Q? 

LUPE jy‡c 

Good. fv‡jv| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Lupita, please take off your jacket and start your 

homework. 

I’ll come into the room in one minute. 

jywcZv, `qv K‡i †Zvgvi R¨v‡KUUv Ly‡j †dj Avi †Zvgvi 

evwoi KvR ïi‚ K‡iv| 

Avwg GK wgwb‡Ui g‡a¨B i‚‡g AvmwQ| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Hi! [kisses] What’s going on? nvB! [Pzgy] Kx n‡q‡Q? 

JUAN ûqvb 

There was a message from Diego’s English teacher. She 

said he’s failing. And he has not been in class for a whole 

week. 

w`‡q‡Mvi Bswjk wUPvi GKUv †g‡mR cvwV‡q‡Qb| 

wZwb e‡j‡Qb †m †dj Ki‡Q| 

Avi ‡m MZ GK mßvn a‡i K¬v‡m hvq wb| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Diego?  Our Diego? I don’t understand.  He goes to 

school every morning. 

w`‡q‡Mv?  Avgv‡`i w`‡q‡Mv? Avwg eyS‡Z cviwQ bv|  †m 

cªwZw`b mKv‡j ¯‹z‡j hvq| 

JUAN ûqvb 

What am I going to tell his mother? 

She trusted me to take care of him. 

That boy ... when Diego gets home tonight…ahh…I’m 

going… 

Avwg Zvi gv‡K Kx ej‡ev? 

wZwb Avgv‡K wek¦vm K‡i‡Qb †h Avwg Zvi hZè †be| 

GB †Q‡j ... AvR iv‡Z hLb w`‡q‡Mv evmvq 

wdi‡e...Avn...Avwg Zv‡K... 
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Juan Carmen Lu Diego Yelena 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Juan, calm down. Diego is a good boy.  He’s smart. 

When he gets home, we’ll ask him and we’ll hear what 

he has to say. Okay? 

ûqvb, kvš— nI| w`‡q‡Mv fv‡jv †Q‡j|  †m ¯§vU©| 

†m hLb evmvq wdi‡e, Avgiv Zv‡K wR‡Ám Ki‡ev Ges Zvi 

Kx ejvi Av‡Q Avgiv ïb‡ev| wVK Av‡Q? 

JUAN ûqvb 

[lip smack] Okay. [†VvuU w`‡q PzKPzK kã] wVK Av‡Q| 

Okay wVK Av‡Q 

LU jy 

Did your uncle really listen to you? †Zvgvi PvPv Kx Avm‡j †Zvgvi K_v ï‡bwQ‡jb? 

YELENA B‡qwjqvbv 

Or did he just ... bvwK wZwb ïay ... 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

What’s wrong? Kx n‡q‡Q? 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Diego ... w`‡q‡Mv ... 

JUAN ûqvb 

Diego ... Carmen and I got a call from your teacher. w`‡q‡Mv ... Kvi‡gb Avi Avwg †Zvgvi wUPv‡ii KvQ †_‡K GKUv 

Kj †c‡qwQ| 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

My teacher? Avgvi wUPvi? 

JUAN ûqvb 

What is going on, Diego? Kx n‡‛Q, w`‡q‡Mv? 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

I…Uncle Juan ... School ... 

Please, I don’t want to talk about school. 

Avwg...ûqvb PvPv ... ¯‹zj ... 

wcR, Avwg ¯‹zj m¤ú‡K© K_v ej‡Z PvB bv| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

You don’t want to talk about school? 

You haven’t been in class! 

What’s the matter with you? 

Zzwg ¯‹zj m¤ú‡K© K_v ej‡Z PvI bv? 

Zzwg K¬v‡m wQ‡j bv! 

†Zvgvi mgm¨v †Kv_vq? 

JUAN ûqvb 

Please, Diego. Tell us what is going on. wcR, w`‡q‡Mv| Avgv‡`i‡K e‡jv Kx n‡‛Q| 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

I don’t know what’s going on! That’s the problem! In 

Mexico it was different. 

Here, in English, everything is blah, blah, blah. I don't 

understand my teachers. 

I can't read the books. 

With my English, I'll be in school forever. 

Avwg ej‡Z cvi‡ev bv Kx n‡‛Q! GUvB mgm¨v! †gw·‡Kv‡Z 

Ae¯’v wfbœ wQj| GLv‡b, Bs‡iwR‡Z, mewKQz n‡‛Q eøv, eøv, eøv| 

Avwg Avgvi wUPvi‡`i‡K eyS‡Z cvwi bv| Avwg eB¸‡jv co‡Z 

cvwi bv| 

Avgvi Bs‡iwRi †h Ae ’̄v, Avgv‡K mvivRxeb ¯‹z‡jB _vK‡Z 

n‡e| 
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Diego Carmen Juan 

 

 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

It’s hard to learn English. It’s hard to be in a new 

country. It was the same for us. 

Bs‡iwR †kLv KwVb| GKUv bZzb †`‡k _vKv KwVb| 

Avgv‡`i R‡b¨I GKB iKg wQj| 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

I just want to help the family. I got a job! Avwg ïay cwievi‡K mvnvh¨ Ki‡Z PvB| Avwg GKUv KvR 

†c‡qwQ! 

JUAN ûqvb 

A job? KvR? 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

I could help you pay the rent. Avwg †Zvgv‡K fvov w`‡Z mvnvh¨ Ki‡Z cvwi| 

JUAN ûqvb 

That’s not why you are here in New York. 

You are here to go to school.  That is your job! 

GB Kvi‡Y Zzwg GLv‡b wbD Bq‡K© Avmwb| 

Zzwg GLv‡b G‡mQ ¯‹z‡j hvIqvi R‡b¨| 

GUvB †Zvgvi KvR! 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

I want to make my mother proud. Avwg Avgvi gv‡K Mwe©Z Ki‡Z PvB| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

But your mother is proud of you. wKš‘ †Zvgvi gv †Zvgvi Rb¨ Mwe©Z| 

JUAN ûqvb 

We are all proud of you. 

But school is very important. 

Avgiv mevB †Zvgvi Rb¨ Mwe©Z| 

wKš‘ ¯‹zj Lye ¸i‚Z¡c~Y©| 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

But school is so hard. wKš‘ ¯‹zj GZ KwVb| 

JUAN ûqvb 

Get an education. You will have more choices. You can 

get the job you want. 

You can go to college. 

†jLv cov Ki| Zzwg Av‡iv †ewk my‡hvM cv‡e| 

Zzwg †Zvgvi cQ›`gZ PvKwi wb‡Z cvi‡e| 

Zzwg K‡j‡R †h‡Z cvi‡e| 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

College? K‡jR? 

JUAN ûqvb 

Yes, college.  Why not? nu¨v, K‡jR|  †Kb bq? 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

I…I ... don’t know. I don’t know. Avwg...Rvwb bv| Avwg Rvwb bv| 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

Uncle Juan ... I’ve decided I want to stay in school. ûqvb PvPv ... Avwg wVK K‡iwQ Avwg ¯‹z‡j _vK‡Z PvB| 
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Juan Diego Carmen Martin 

JUAN ûqvb 

[sighs of relief] Okay, Diego. 

We will do this together. 

I am not sure how, but we will do this together. 

[¯ŵ —̄i wbtk¦vm] wVK Av‡Q, w`‡q‡Mv| 

Avgiv GUv GKmv‡_ Ki‡ev| 

Avwg wbwðZ bB Kxfv‡e, wKš‘ Avgiv GUv Ki‡ev GKmv‡_| 

MARTIN gvwU©b 

Wow, Diego ... 

So, what happened next? 

IqvI, w`‡q‡Mv ... 

†Zv, Zvici Kx N‡U‡Q? 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

Well, my family got busy. 

We had to ask questions ... 

Find out who to talk to ... Figure things out. 

Avm‡j, Avgvi cwievi e¨ —̄ n‡q c‡o| 

Avgv‡`i‡K cªkœ wR‡Ám Ki‡Z ... 

Kvi mv‡_ K_v ej‡Z n‡e Lyu‡R †ei Ki‡Z n‡qwQj ... wm×vš— 

wb‡Z n‡qwQj| 

JUAN ûqvb 

Hello?  This is Juan Diaz. You left me a message about 

my nephew, Diego Villa. 

I’d like to make an appointment to see you. 

n¨v‡jv?  Avwg ûqvb wWqvR| Avcwb Avgvi fvB‡qi †Q‡j, 

w`‡q‡Mv wfBqv m¤ú‡K© GKUv †g‡mR cvwV‡qwQ‡jb| Avwg 

Avcbvi mv‡_ †`Lv Kivi Rb¨ GKUv A¨vc‡q›U‡g›U Ki‡Z PvB| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Hi, it’s Carmen. nvB, Avwg Kvi‡gb| 

TELEPHONE VOICE †Uwj‡dv‡bi KÚ¯^i 

Oh, hi Carmen, nice to hear from you.  What’s going on? In, nvB Kvi‡gb, ‡Kgb Av‡Qb, Kx Lei? 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

What high school does your daughter go to? Avcbvi †g‡q †Kvb nvB ¯‹z‡j hvq? 

TELEPHONE VOICE †Uwj‡dv‡bi KÚ¯^i 

Well, she attends PS 273 in … Avm‡j, †m wcGm UzÑ‡m‡fbwUÑw_ªÑ†Z hvq ... 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

Not the one in the neighborhood? Avgv‡`i cvovi ¯‹z‡j bv? 

TELEPHONE VOICE †Uwj‡dv‡bi KÚ¯^i 

No, no, she’s been going to this other school over there 

for some time now.  She likes it a lot… 

bv, bv, †m wKQz w`b a‡i wfbœ ¯‹z‡j hv‡‛Q| 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

How did you find it? Kxfv‡e Lyu‡R †c‡jb? 

TELEPHONE VOICE †Uwj‡dv‡bi KÚ¯^i 

Let’s see, I think it was through 311 OPERATOR… g‡b nq 311... 
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JUAN ûqvb 

Yes? nu¨v? 

311 OPERATOR 311 Acv‡iUi 

Hello, this is 311 OPERATOR n¨v‡jv, Avwg 311 Acv‡iUi ejwQ 

JUAN ûqvb 

Hello? 311? n¨v‡jv? 311? 

311 OPERATOR 311 Acv‡iUi 

Uh huh, this is 311 OPERATOR.  How can I help you? nu¨v, Avwg 311 Acv‡iUi ejwQ|  Avwg Kxfv‡e Avcbv‡K 

mvnvh¨ Ki‡Z cvwi? 

JUAN ûqvb 

My nephew is new to New York. Avgvi fvB‡qi †Q‡j wbD Bq‡K© bZzb| 

311 OPERATOR 311 Acv‡iUi 

Ok, that’s great.  What’s going on with your nephew? Av‛Qv, PgrKvi|  Avcbvi fvB‡qi †Q‡ji Kx Lei? 

JUAN ûqvb 

He is having trouble in high school. Zvi nvB ¯‹z‡j mgm¨v n‡‛Q| 

311 OPERATOR 311 Acv‡iUi 

Ok, well then he’s going to need some help… Av‛Qv, Zvn‡j Zvi wKQz mvnvh¨ jvM‡e... 

JUAN ûqvb 

He needs help in English. Zvi Bs‡iwR‡Z mvnvh¨ `iKvi| 

311 OPERATOR 311 Acv‡iUi 

OK, I understand, help in English… Av‛Qv, eyS‡Z †c‡iwQ, Bs‡iwR‡Z mvnvh¨... 

CARMEN Kvi‡gb 

No one answers! 

The phone keeps ringing and ringing. 

†KD †dvb ai‡Q bv! 

†dvb µgvMZ †e‡RB P‡j‡Q| 

LUPE jy‡c 

Don’t give up, Mommy! nvj †Q‡ov bv, gv! 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

They didn’t give up. My aunt and uncle called everyone. 

It wasn’t easy. 

My uncle took two days off of work. 

Zviv nvj Qv‡owb| Avgvi PvPv I PvPx mevB‡K †dvb 

K‡i‡Qb| GUv mnR wQj bv| 

Avgvi PvPv KvR †_‡K `yB w`b QzwU wb‡qwQ‡jb| 

JUAN ûqvb 

You mean ... He can take extra English classes after 

school, too? 

Avcwb ej‡Qb ... ¯‹zj QzwUi ci†m evowZ Bswjk K¬vm 

PvB‡j wb‡Z cv‡i? 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

Extra classes?! evowZ K¬vm?! 

    
Juan Diego Carmen Lupe 
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Juan Diego Mr. Shamma English 

Teacher 

    

JUAN ûqvb 

Good.  Very good. fv‡jv| Lye fv‡jv| 

FEMALE ENGLISH TEACHER gwnjv Bs‡iwR wk¶K 

And, you have the right to be in school until you’re 21. Avi, †Zvgvi eqm 21 eQi nIqv ch©š— ¯‹z†j _vKvi AwaKvi 

Av‡Q| 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

Twenty-one? GKzk eQi? 

FEMALE ENGLISH TEACHER gwnjv Bs‡iwR wk¶K 

I would like you and your uncle to talk to Mr. Shamma, 

our guidance counselor. 

Avwg PvB Zzwg Avi †Zvgvi PvPv wg. kvgvi mv‡_ K_v e‡jv, 

Avgv‡`i MvB‡WÝ KvDwÝji| 

MR. SHAMMA wg. kvgv 

Here.  These are in Spanish. 

You know, every young person in New York City has a 

right to a free education. 

Classes are free and extra help is free. 

GB wbb|  G¸‡jv ¯ú¨vwb‡k| 

Avcwb Rv‡bb, wbD BqK© wmwUi cª‡Z¨K wkïi webvg~‡j¨ 

wk¶v cvIqvi AwaKvi Av‡Q| 

webvg~‡j¨ K¬vm Ges webvg~‡j¨ evowZ mvnvh¨| 

JUAN ûqvb 

For everyone? mevi Rb¨? 

MR. SHAMMA wg. kvgv 

For everyone! With papers, without papers. mevi Rb¨! KvMRcÎ _vK‡jI, KvMRcÎ bv _vK‡jI| 

JUAN ûqvb 

Thank you. Tell me ... What does Diego need to do to 

graduate? 

ab¨ev`| Avgv‡K ej‡eb ... 

Mª¨vRy‡qU nIqvi Rb¨ w`‡q‡Mvi Kx Kiv `iKvi? 

MR. SHAMMA wg. kvgv 

Well, there are classes he has to take. 

But, Diego is a very smart guy. 

It will only take three or four more years. 

Avm‡j, Zvi K¬vm Kiv `iKvi| 

wKš‘, w`‡q‡Mv Lye ¯§vU© †Q‡j| 

Zvi †Kej wZb ev Pvi eQi mgq jvM‡e| 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

Four more years? Oh, I’m not sure. 

What if it doesn’t work? What if I can’t do it?  Maybe I 

don’t belong in school? 

Av‡iv Pvi eQi? Avn, Avwg Rvwb bv| 

GUv KvR bv Ki‡j Kx n‡e? hw` bv cvwi Zvn‡j Kx n‡e? 

nq‡Zv ¯‹zj Avgvi Rb¨ bv? 

MR. SHAMMA wg. kvgv 

Yes, you do. If it doesn’t work here, we’ll find another 

school. There are big schools, small schools ... 

international schools ......schools that have classes at 

night.You have a lot of choices. 

But, let’s try here first. 

nu¨v, †Zvgvi Rb¨| 

hw` GLv‡b bv nq, Avgiv Av‡iKUv ¯‹zj Lyu‡R †ei Ki‡ev| 

GLv‡b Av‡Q eo ¯‹zj, †QvU ¯‹zj ... B›Uvib¨vkbvj ¯‹zj ... 

... †h me ¯‹z‡j iv‡Z K¬vm nq|†Zvgvi A‡bK my‡hvM Av‡Q| 

wKš‘, cª_‡g GLv‡b †Póv Kiv hvK| 
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JUAN ûqvb 

That’s good. wVK Av‡Q| 

MR. SHAMMA wg. kvgv 

You know, Diego ... There’s a group that meets once a 

week. Students like you. 

They get together just to talk. They’re meeting today, 

right after school. 

I think you might like it. 

Zzwg Rv‡bv, w`‡q‡Mv ... GLv‡b GKUv Mª‚c  cªwZ mßv‡n 

GKwÎZ nq| QvÎ †Zvgvi gZ| 

Zviv GK nq K_vevZ©v ejvi Rb¨ | 

AvR‡K Zv‡`i, ¯‹z‡ji wVK c‡iB| 

†Zvgvi cQ›` n‡Z cv‡i| 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

So ... that’s how I got here with you guys. †Zv ... Gfv‡eB AvR Avwg †Zvgv‡`i mv‡_ GLv‡b G‡mwQ| 

MARTIN gvwU©b 

Oh man, Diego. What a story. It’s like a movie. Avn, w`‡q‡Mv| Kx GKUv Kvwnbx| wVK wm‡bgvi gZ| 

YELENA, LU, MOUSSA, OMAR, MARTIN B‡qwjqvbv, jy, g~mv, Igi, gvwU©b 

[laughing under their breath] [kã K‡i nvwm] 

OMAR Igi 

So, you decided to stay in school but will you stay in 

this school? 

Zvn‡j, Zzwg ¯‹z‡j _vK‡e e‡j wVK K‡i‡Q wKš‘ Zzwg wK GB 

¯‹z‡j _vK‡e? 

MOUSSA g~mv 

Diego, you can’t leave! You’re my only Mexican friend! w`‡q‡Mv, Zzwg P‡j †h‡Z cvi bv! Zzwg Avgvi GKgvÎ 

†gw·Kvb eÜz! 

YELENA, LU, MOUSSA, OMAR, MARTIN B‡qwjqvbv, jy, g~mv, Igi, gvwU©b 

[laughing] [nvwm] 

YELENA B‡qwjqvbv 

So, Diego? ‡Zv, w`‡q‡Mv? 

DIEGO w`‡q‡Mv 

I’m staying here, with you! Avwg GLv‡b _vK‡ev, †Zvgv‡`i mv‡_! 

YELENA, LU, MOUSSA, OMAR, MARTIN B‡qwjqvbv, jy, g~mv, Igi, gvwU©b 

Yeeeaaaahhhh….! [laughing] BBBBAvAvAvAvAvAv....! [nvwm] 

TELEPHONE ANSWERING MACHINE / FEMALE 

ENGLISH TEACHER 

†Uwj‡dvb A¨vbmvwis †gwkb / gwnjv Bs‡iwR wk¶K 

One message: 

Hello, Mr. Diaz.  This is Diego’s English teacher. 

GKUv †g‡mR: 

n¨v‡jv, wg. wWqvR|  Avwg w`‡q‡Mvi Bs‡iwRi wk¶K| 
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Juan English 

Teacher 

JUAN ûqvb 

English teacher? Bs‡iwRi wk¶K? 

FEMALE ENGLISH TEACHER gwnjv Bs‡iwR wk¶K 

I just wanted to call and let you know that Diego is 

doing very well in class. 

Avwg †dvb K‡iwQ ïay GUv Rvbv‡bvi Rb¨ †h w`‡q‡Mv K¬v‡m 

Lye fv‡jv Ki‡Q| 

JUAN ûqvb 

Very well! Lye fv‡jv! 

FEMALE ENGLISH TEACHER gwnjv Bs‡iwR wk¶K 

He is passing all his tests. †m Zvi me¸‡jv cix¶vq cvm Ki‡Q| 

JUAN ûqvb 

He’s passing all his tests? †m Zvi me¸‡jv cix¶vq cvm Ki‡Q? 

FEMALE ENGLISH TEACHER gwnjv Bs‡iwR wk¶K 

And, after he finishes high school, he wants to go to 

college! 

And, after he finishes high school, he wants to go to 

college! 

Ges, nvB ¯‹zj †_‡K cvm Kivi ci, †m K‡j‡R †h‡Z Pvq! 

Ges, nvB ¯‹zj †_‡K cvm Kivi ci, †m K‡j‡R †h‡Z Pvq! 

JUAN ûqvb 

Yes, yes, yes! Goal! B‡qm, B‡qm, B‡qm, †MvIIj! 


