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English Bengali 

ABDUL Ave`yj 

You’re going to wear that? 

On your first date? 

No way, man. 

Here. 

Wear my jacket. 

This will really impress her. 

Zzwg IUv ci‡Z hv‛Q? 

†Zvgvi cª_g †WwUs‡qi w`b? 

†Kvbfv‡eB n‡e bv, eÜz| 

GB bvI| 

Avgvi R¨v‡KUUv c‡iv| 

GUv Zv‡K mwZ¨B Awff‚Z Ki‡e| 

JORGE ni‡n 

Do I need to impress her? 

I…I just want to get to know her. 

Avgvi wK Zv‡K Awff‚Z Kiv `iKvi? 

Avwg... Avwg ïay Zv‡K Rvb‡Z PvB| 

ABDUL Ave`yj 

There's time for that later. 

First, you have to look good. 

Women like a well-dressed man. 

[laughs] That’s better. 

You need to look like one of our customers. 

Like you belong here. 

Guys, come over here. 

Look at Jorge. 

He’s got a date. 

He needs some help. 

†mUvi Rb¨ c‡i mgq cv‡e| 

cª_‡g, †Zvgv‡K †`L‡Z my›`i n‡Z n‡e| 

†g‡qiv my›`i †cvkvK civ †Q‡j cQ›` K‡i| 

[nvwm]GUv fv‡jv n‡q‡Q| 

†Zvgv‡K †`L‡Z Avgv‡`i GKRb Kv÷gv‡ii gZ nIqv PvB | 

†hb Zzwg GLv‡b gvbvbmB nI| 

GB †Zvgiv, Gw`‡K Av‡mv| 

ni‡n‡K †`‡Lv| 

Ii GKUv †WU Av‡Q| 

Ii wKQz mvnvh¨ `iKvi| 

SUE my 

Your belt.  Where’s your belt? †Zvgvi †eë|  †Zvgvi †eë †Kv_vq? 

ROSE †ivR 

The dress is nice. 

But for your first date, you need something extra. 

Where did you say you were going? 

†W«mUv PgrKvi| 

wKš‘ †Zvgvi cª_g †W‡Ui Rb¨, †Zvgvi evowZ wKQz `iKvi| 

Zzwg †Kv_vq hv‡e ejwQ‡j? 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

I don’t know. A fancy restaurant. Somewhere on Madison 

Avenue. In Manhattan. 

Avwg Rvwb bv| GKUv AwfRvZ †i÷z‡i‡›U| †Kv_vI g¨vwWmb 

A¨vwfwbD‡Z | g¨vbnvUv‡b| 

ROSE †ivR 

If he can afford to take you there he must be rich! †Zvgv‡K †mLv‡b wb‡q hvIqvi mvg_©¨ ivL‡j †m Aek¨B eo‡jvK! 

ROSE †ivR 

Ladies, come over here. 

Look at Sophie. 

She’s got a date. 

mevB, GLv‡b G‡mv| 

†mvwd‡K †`‡Lv| 

Zvi †WU Av‡Q| 

      
Adbul Jorge Sue Rose Sophie Bank Clerk 
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NAIL SALON STAFF †bBj †mjy‡bi Kg©xiv 

[laughter] Wow, that’s great! 

Wow, wow! 

[nvwm] IqvI, PgrKvi! 

IqvI, IqvI! 

ROSE †ivR 

We need to help her out. Avgv‡`i I‡K mvnvh¨ Kiv `iKvi| 

SUE my 

Now you look like one of our customers. GLb †Zvgv‡K †`L‡Z Avgv‡`i GKRb Kv÷gv‡ii gZ jvM‡Q| 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

I don’t know if I can do this. Avwg Rvwb bv Avwg GUv Ki‡Z cvi‡ev wKbv| 

ROSE †ivR 

Just act like you belong there. 

Look at the other people around you. See what they do. 

Oh! And order bottled water. 

Rich people drink bottled water. 

With bubbles! 

fve Ki‡e †hb Zzwg †mLv‡bB gvbvbmB| 

Pvicv‡k †jvKR‡bi w`‡K ZvKv‡e| Kx K‡i †`L‡e| 

In&! †evZ‡ji cvwbi AW©vi †`‡e| 

eo‡jv‡Kiv †evZ‡ji cvwb Lvq| 

eyØy` mn! 

FEMALE SALON STAFF †mjy‡bi gwnjv Kg©x 

[giggling, laughter] [wdKwdK K‡i nvwm, mk‡ã nvwm] 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

Okay. Water with bubbles. What else? I‡K| eyØy` mn cvwb| Avwi wKQz? 

ROSE †ivR 

Oh, and when the bill comes, offer to pay. In, Avi hLb wej Avm‡e, Zzwg †`qvi cª¯—ve w`I| 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

Pay? I can’t do that. I can’t afford it. wej? Avwg IUv Ki‡Z cvi‡ev bv| Avgvi mvg‡_©¨ Kzjv‡e bv| 

ROSE †ivR 

Don’t worry.  He won’t let you. 

But you'll look good.  Very rich. 

Very smart.  In control. 

wPš—v K‡iv bv|  †m †Zvgv‡K w`‡Z †`‡e bv| 

wKš‘ †Zvgv‡K fv‡jv †`Lv‡e|  Lye eo‡jvK| 

Lye ¯§vU©|  ZzwgB wbqš¿‡Y| 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

Okay. Smart. Rich. In control. [sigh] 

Are you sure I can do this? 

I‡K| ¯§vU©| eo‡jvK| AvwgB wbqš¿‡Y| [`xN©k¦vm] 

Zzwg wbwðZ †h Avwg GUv Ki‡Z cvi‡ev? 

ROSE †ivR 

Of course! Aek¨B! 

SUE my 

We are a real team here. 

Everyone gets training, so nobody gets hurt. 

We all work together.  We all take care of each other. 

Avgiv GLv‡b GKUv mwZ¨Kv‡ii `j| 

mevB cªwk¶Y cvq, hv‡Z †KD AvNvZ bv cvq| 

Avgiv mevB GKmv‡_ KvR Kwi|  Avgiv mevB G‡K Ac‡ii w`‡K 

†Lqvj ivwL| 

 

   
Rose Sue Sophie 
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SUE my 

[lip smack] 

Everyone gets paid what they are supposed to get paid. 

Cooks, dishwashers, waiters, busboys.  Nobody gets 

cheated. 

The boss knows what’s good for workers is good for 

business. 

[†VvuU w`‡q PzKPzK kã] 

hvi †h cwigvY †eZb cvIqv DwPZ †m †mB cwigvYB cvq| 

KzK, wWk Iqvkvi, I‡qUvi, evm eq|  †KD cªZvwiZ nq bv| 

em Rv‡bb †h Kg©x‡`i Rb¨ hv fv‡jv Zv e¨emvi R‡b¨I fv‡jv| 

JORGE ni‡n 

So, the manager said that dinner is free. I don’t have to pay 

tonight, right? 

†Zv, g¨v‡bRvi e‡j‡Qb †h wWbvi wd«| Avgv‡K AvR iv‡Z UvKv 

w`‡Z n‡e bv, wVK bv? 

ABDUL Ave`yj 

Yeah, yeah, don’t worry. 

He told me it’s free. 

Just sign the check. It will look like you are paying. 

nu¨v, nu¨v, wPš—v K‡iv bv| 

wZwb Avgv‡K e‡j‡Qb †h GUv wd«| 

ïay †PKUv‡Z mvBb Ki‡e| G‡Z †`‡L g‡b n‡e Zzwg UvKvUv w`‛Q| 

JORGE ni‡n 

[shy sigh] Hello, Sophie. 

You look very beautiful. 

[j¾vi `xN©k¦vm] n¨v‡jv, †mvwd| 

†Zvgv‡K Lye my›`i jvM‡Q| 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

Thank you, Jorge. 

You look really nice, too. 

ab¨ev`, ni‡n| 

†Zvgv‡KI Lye my›`i jvM‡Q [nvwm]| 

JORGE & SOPHIE ni‡n I †mvwd 

[shy laughter] [j¾vi nvwm] 

ABDUL Ave`yj 

Your table is ready, Mr. Ortega. 

Enjoy. 

Avcbvi †Uwej •Zwi, wg. I‡Z©Mv| 

Dc‡fvM Ki‚b| 

JORGE & SOPHIE ni‡n I †mvwd 

Thank you.                           Thank you. ab¨ev`|                           ab¨ev`| 

JORGE ni‡n 

Good choice. fv‡jv cQ›`| 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

So, Jorge, how long have you lived in New York City? †Zv, ni‡n, Zzwg KZ w`b a‡i wbD BqK© wmwU‡Z AvQ? 

JORGE ni‡n 

Me?  Oh, about two years. Avwg?  In, cªvq `yB eQi| 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

Only two years? Well.  You are so successful. It didn’t take 

you long. 

gvÎ `yB eQi? Av‛Qv|  Zzwg GZ mdj| Lye GKUv †ewk mgq 

jv‡Mwb| 

JORGE ni‡n 

Yes, well, ah [lip smack] I know how to take care of my 

money. 

nu¨v, Avm‡j, Avn [†VvuU w`‡q PzKPzK kã] Avwg Rvwb †h Kxfv‡e 

Avgvi UvKvi hZè wb‡Z nq| 

    
Sue Jorge Abdul Sophie 
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Sue Sophie Abdul Jorge 

 
SOPHIE †mvwd 

Oh, yes ... that is important. 

I’m so unhappy with my bank. 

They are not ... um ... giving me the service that I want. 

I’m sure you have a very good bank. 

In, nu¨v ... †mUv ¸i‚Z¡c~Y©| 

Avwg Avgvi e¨vsK wb‡q LyeB ALywk| 

Zviv Avgv‡K ... Dg ... Avgvi Pvwn`vgZ mvwf©m w`‡‛Q bv| 

Avwg wbwðZ †Zvgvi Lye fv‡jv GKUv e¨vsK Av‡Q| 

JORGE ni‡n 

[snickers into glass] [Mv‡mi ga¨ w`‡q Pvcv nvwm] 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

Which bank do you use? Zzwg †Kvb e¨vsK e¨envi K‡iv? 

JORGE ni‡n 

[chokes on water, coughs] Uh.  Um.  I’m sorry. 

I’m…I’ll be right back [coughing] 

[cvwb‡Z k¦vmi‚×Ki Ae¯’v, Kvwk] Avn|  Dg|  Avwg `ytwLZ| 

Avwg... Avwg GLywb AvmwQ [Kvwk] 

JORGE ni‡n 

Abdul, you’ve got to help me. 

She just asked me about my bank! 

Ave`yj, Zzwg Avgv‡K mvnvh¨ Ki‡Z n‡e| 

†m Avgvi e¨vsK m¤ú‡K©© wR‡Ám K‡i‡Q! 

ABDUL Ave`yj 

Your bank?! †Zvgvi e¨vsK?! 

JORGE ni‡n 

Wha…what…what do I do? 

Wh…what do I tell her? 

She thinks I’m rich! 

Kx... Kx... Kx Ki‡ev Avwg? 

Kx... Kx ej‡ev Zv‡K? 

†m fve‡Q Avwg eo‡jvK! 

ABDUL Ave`yj 

Don’t worry. 

Tell her you have an account. 

A checking account! 

wPš—v K‡iv bv| 

Zv‡K e‡jv †Zvgvi GKUv A¨vKvD›U Av‡Q| 

†PwKs A¨vKvD›U! 

SUE my 

Tell her you have two accounts. 

A checking account and a savings account. 

Zv‡K e‡jv †Zvgvi `yÕ‡Uv A¨vKvD›U Av‡Q| 

†PwKs A¨vKvD›U Avi †mwfsm A¨vKvD›U| 

ABDUL Ave`yj 

Jorge, change the subject. Tell her you don’t like talking 

about business at the dinner table. 

ni‡n, welqUv cwieZ©b K‡iv| Zv‡K e‡jv Zzwg wWbvi †Uwe‡j 

e¨emv m¤úwK©Z K_v evZ©v cQ›` K‡iv bv| 

SUE my 

Yes, but tell her you’ll talk about it another time. nu¨v, Zv‡K e‡jv †h Zzwg Ab¨ mg‡q GB wel‡q K_v ej‡e| 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

Why don’t I pay the check? eis we‡ji UvKvUv Avwg w`B? 
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Abdul Jorge Sophie Rose Sue 

 
JORGE ni‡n 

I insist. Please let me pay. 

They know me here! 

Avwg PvBwQ| wcR Avgv‡K w`‡Z `vI| 

Giv Avgv‡K †P‡b! 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

You are such a gentleman. Zzwg bv Lye f ª̀| 

JORGE ni‡n 

[laughs] [nvwm] 

JORGE ni‡n 

And then, she tried to pay the check. She must be rich! 

And she thinks I’m rich. Hei yei yei yei… 

I promised to take her to my bank next week. 

I don’t even have a bank account. 

Avi Zvici, I we‡ji UvKvUv †`qvi †Póv K‡iwQj| I g‡b nq 

eo‡jvK! 

Avi I fve‡Q Avwg eo‡jvK! †nB GB GB GB... 

Avwg K_v w`‡qwQ AvMvgx mßv‡n Zv‡K Avgvi e¨vs‡K wb‡q hv‡ev| 

Avgvi‡Zv GKUv e¨vsK A¨vKvD›UI †bB| 

SUE my 

You are going to a bank on your next date?! [laughs] Zzwg †Zvgvi c‡ii †W‡U GKUv e¨vs‡K hv‛Q?! [nvwm] 

JORGE ni‡n 

I don’t know how I got into this. Rvwb bv Kxfv‡e Gi g‡a¨ Rovjvg| 

ABDUL Ave`yj 

Jorge, relax. 

It’s not a big deal. 

The date was a success. 

That’s the important thing. 

ni‡n, kvš— nI| 

GUv †Kv‡bv eo welq bv| 

†Zvgvi †WU mdj n‡q‡Q| 

GUvB ¸i‚Z¡c~Y© welq| 

JORGE ni‡n 

Don’t you understand? 

I need a bank account. 

Zzwg wK eyS‡Z cviQ bv? 

Avgvi GKUv e¨vsK A¨vKvD›U `iKvi| 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

I can’t believe what I said. 

I started to talk about banks. 

Who talks about banks on a date?! 

Avwg wek¦vm Ki‡Z cviwQ bv Avwg Kx e‡jwQ| 

Avwg e¨vsK m¤ú‡K© K_v ej‡Z ïi‚ Kwi| 

†K †W‡U wM‡q e¨vsK wb‡q K_v e‡j?! 

ROSE †ivR 

See, I told you he was rich. 

It’s not a big deal. 

The date was a success. 

That’s the important thing. 

†`L, Avwg †Zvgv‡K e‡jwQjvg †m eo‡jvK| 

GUv †Kv‡bv eo welq bv| 

†Zvgvi †WU mdj n‡q‡Q| 

GUvB ¸i‚Z¡c~Y© welq| 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

A success? mdj n‡q‡Q? 
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Abdul Jorge Sophie Rose Sue 

 
JORGE ni‡n 

You have to help me. You have to open a bank account for 

me. 

Zzwg Avgv‡K mvnvh¨ Ki‡Z n‡e| Zzwg Avgvi Rb¨ GKUv e¨vsK 

A¨vKvD›U Ly‡j w`‡Z n‡e| 

ABDUL Ave`yj 

What? No way. 

You have to open your own account. 

You have to do it yourself. 

Kx? †Kv‡bvfv‡eB bv| 

†Zvgv‡K †Zvgvi wb‡Ri A¨vKvD›U Ly‡j wb‡Z n‡e| 

†Zvgvi wb‡R‡KB Ki‡Z n‡e| 

SUE my 

Yeah, remember Carlos? nu¨v, Kv‡jv©‡mi K_v g‡b Av‡Q? 

JORGE ni‡n 

Umm hmm Dgg ûgg 

SUE my 

A lawyer said he would open a bank account for him. But, 

the guy lied, took the money and disappeared. 

GK DwKj e‡jwQj †m Zvi Rb¨ GKUv e¨vsK A¨vKvD›U Ly‡j 

†`‡e| wKš‘ †jvKUv wg_¨v e‡jwQj, †m UvKv¸‡jv wb‡q nvIqv n‡q 

hvq| 

JORGE ni‡n 

But, banks can take your money, too. My sister had a bank 

account. 

Every month, it was the same thing. They take a little for 

this, a little for that… 

wKš‘ e¨vsKI †Zvgvi UvKv wb‡q †h‡Z cv‡i, wVK? Avgvi †ev‡bi 

GKUv e¨vsK A¨vKvD›U wQj| 

cªwZ gv‡m, †mB GKB wRwbm| Zviv GUvi Rb¨ wKQz †bq, IUvi 

Rb¨ wKQz †bq... 

ABDUL Ave`yj 

Well, not all banks are the same. You’ve got to ask 

questions. You don’t have to put your money in the first 

bank you go to. 

Avm‡j, me e¨vsK GK iKg bv| †Zvgv‡K cªkœ wR‡Ám Ki‡Z 

n‡e| Zzwg cª_g †h e¨vs‡K hv‡e †mLv‡bB †h UvKv ivL‡Z n‡e 

Ggb Z bv| 

JORGE ni‡n 

Banks are too… complicated. 

I deal with money fine. I do it my way. 

e¨vsK¸‡jv... L yeB RwUj| 

Avwg fv‡jvfv‡eB UvKvi e¨e¯’v Kwi| Avwg wbR¯ ̂c×wZ‡Z GUv 

Kwi| 

ABDUL Ave`yj 

Like what? You put your money under the bed? [deep 

breathing] 

Jorge, come with me. 

We’ll go shopping for a good bank. 

†Kgb K‡i? Zzwg †Zvgvi UvKv weQvbvi wb‡P ivL? [Mfxi k ¦vm] 

ni‡n, Avgvi mv‡_ G‡mv| 

Avgiv hvB †Pbv fv‡jv e¨vs‡Ki †Lvu‡R| 

ROSE †ivR 

What do you do with your checks? †Zvgvi †PK¸‡jv wb‡q Zzwg Kx Ki? 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

Oh, I go to the check-cashing place on the corner. In, Avwg †PK K¨vwks Gi RvqMvq hvB †Kvbvi †`vKv‡b| 
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ROSE †ivR 

That place? 

You know how much they charge? 

At my bank, I cash checks for free. 

IB RvqMvq? 

Zzwg Rv‡bv Zviv KZ PvR© K‡i? 

Avgvi e¨vs‡K, Avwg webvcqmvq †PK fvOvB| 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

For free? webvcqmvq? 

ROSE †ivR 

Yes, free. nu¨v, webvcqmvq| 

ROSE †ivR 

And when I get paid, the money goes right into my 

account. 

The boss does it for anyone who works here and has a bank 

account. 

It’s safe, and it saves time. 

Avi hLb Avwg †eZb cvB, UvKvUv mivmwi Avgvi A¨vKvD‡›U Rgv 

nq| 

GLv‡b hv‡`i e¨vs‡K A¨vKvD›U Av‡Q em Zv‡`i Rb¨ GUv K‡ib| 

GUv wbivc`, Avi G‡Z mgq evu‡P| 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

But at the check-cashing place, I can send money home to 

my mother in Haiti. 

wKš‘ †PK K¨vwks, Avwg nvBwZ‡Z Avgvi gv‡K UvKv cvVv‡Z cvwi| 

ROSE †ivR 

I can do that at my bank, too. Avgvi e¨vs‡KI Avwg GUv Ki‡Z cvwi| 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

I don’t know. 

I heard it was hard for immigrants to open bank accounts. 

Where do I start? 

I don’t even know what to ask. 

Avwg Rvwb bv| 

Avwg ï‡bwQ Awfevmx‡`i Rb¨ e¨vsK A¨vKvD›U †Lvjv KwVb| 

†Kv_vq ïi‚ Ki‡ev? 

Avwg RvwbIbv Kx wR‡Ám Ki‡Z n‡e| 

ROSE †ivR 

Come with me after work. 

I will help you. 

That’s what friends are for. 

Kv‡Ri ci Avgvi mv‡_ G‡mv| 

Avwg †Zvgv‡K mvnvh¨ Ki‡ev| 

eÜziv Av‡Q †Zv GB Rb¨B| 

JORGE ni‡n 

Ha…how do I look? nvn... Avgv‡K †Kgb †`Lv‡‛Q? 

ABDUL Ave`yj 

Take it easy. 

You’re looking for a bank. 

You’re not going on a date with Sophie. 

Don’t worry. 

I’ll ask all the questions. 

I know what I’m doing. 

kvš— nI| 

Zzwg GKUv e¨vsK LyuR‡Qv| 

Zzwg †mvwdi mv‡_ †WwUs‡q hv‛Q bv| 

wPš—v K‡iv bv| 

Avwg me cªkœ wR‡Ám Ki‡ev| 

Avwg Rvwb Avwg Kx KiwQ| 

 
 

    
Sophie Rose Jorge Abdul 
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JORGE ni‡n 

[heavy sigh] [fvix `xN©k¦vm] 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

You’re right.  This bank is better than the other two we 

saw. 

I like what the woman here said about saving money for 

the future. 

Zzwg wVK e‡jQ|  Avgiv Ab¨ †h `yÕ†Uv e¨vsK †`‡LwQ Zvi‡P‡q GB 

e¨vsKwU fv‡jv| 

UvKv mÂq m¤ú‡K© gwnjv hv e‡j‡Qb Zv Avgvi cQ›` n‡q‡Q| 

ROSE †ivR 

And saving in case something bad happens … if the nail 

salon closes ... 

... or if your family needs money. 

It’s good to know that your money is there. 

Avi mÂq Kiv hw` Lvivc wKQz N‡U ... hw` †bBj †mjyb eÜ n‡q 

hvq ... 

... A_ev hw` †Zvgvi cwiev‡ii UvKvi `iKvi nq| 

†Zvgvi UvKv †mLv‡b Av‡Q GUv Rvbv _vKv fv‡jv| 

JORGE ni‡n 

I’ve never done this before. Avwg Av‡M KL‡bv GUv Kwiwb| 

ABDUL Ave`yj 

I know you haven’t…OK, just relax….everything is going 

to be fine…just stop worrying, OK?  I know what I am 

doing, trust me! 

Avwg Rvwb Zzwg Kiwb... wVK Av‡Q, ïay kvš— _v‡Kv... mewKQz wVK 

gZ n‡e... ïay wPš—v Kiv eÜ K‡iv, wVK Av‡Q?  Avwg Rvwb Avwg 

Kx KiwQ, Avgvi Ici wek¦vm ivL! 

BANK LADY e¨vs‡Ki gwnjv Kg©x 

Yes? Can I help you? ejyb? Avwg wK mvnvh¨ Ki‡Z cvwi? 

ABDUL Ave`yj 

Hmm …ahmmm, [clears throat]… Yes! ahmmm [clears 

throat] 

ûg ... Avnggg, [Mjv cwi¯‹vi Kiv]... nu¨v! Avnggg [Mjv cwi¯‹vi 

Kiv] 

JORGE ni‡n 

My, ah, my friend brought me here to open an account. Avgvi, Avn, Avgvi eÜz Avgv‡K GLv‡b wb‡q G‡m‡Q GKUv 

A¨vKvD›U †Lvjvi Rb¨| 

BANK LADY e¨vs‡Ki gwnjv Kg©x 

That is very good. Do you know what kind of account? Lye fv‡jv K_v| Avcwb Rv‡bb wK ai‡bi A¨vKvD›U? 

ABDUL Ave`yj 

Oh, ei, ah…yeah, ah…I  Oh, this bank!  I love this bank! In, Gn, Avn... nu¨v, Avn... Avwg Avn, GB e¨vsK!  Avwg GB 

e¨vsKUv fv‡jvevwm! 

BANK LADY e¨vs‡Ki gwnjv Kg©x 

What? Kx? 

JORGE ni‡n 

Um…I would like to ask some questions. Dg... Avwg wKQz cªkœ wR‡Ám Ki‡Z PvB| 

ROSE †ivR 

Do you know what this means? Zzwg wK Rvb Gi A_© Kx? 

     
Bank Clerk Abdul Jorge Rose Sophie 



 We Are New York: Love and Money   9 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ROSE †ivR 

FDIC. 

It means your money is safe. 

If the bank burns down or ... 

... if it gets robbed, your money ... 

GdwWAvBwm| 

Gi A_© n‡‛Q †Zvgvi UvKv wbivc`| 

hw` e¨vsK cy‡o hvq A_ev ... 

... hw` GLv‡b WvKvwZ nq, †Zvgvi UvKv ... 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

... is still safe! ... ZviciI wbivc` _vK‡e! 

ROSE †ivR 

Yes! The government will protect your money. n¨vu! miKvi †Zvgvi UvKvi wbivcËv †`‡e| 

JORGE ni‡n 

What kind of accounts do you have? Avcbv‡`i †Kvb ai‡bi A¨vKvD›U Av‡Q? 

BANK LADY e¨vs‡Ki gwnjv Kg©x 

We offer checking accounts, to pay your bills. 

Then, there are savings accounts, to save for the future... if 

you want to buy a house, or ... 

Avgiv †PwKs A¨vKvD›U Advi Kwi, Avcbvi wej †`qvi Rb¨| 

Zvici, †mwfsm A¨vKvD›U Av‡Q, fwel¨‡Zi Rb¨ mÂq Kivi 

Rb¨... hw` Avcwb evwo wKb‡Z Pvb, A_ev ... 

JORGE ni‡n 

Or open my own business? A_ev wb‡Ri e¨emv †Lvjvi Rb¨? 

BANK LADY e¨vs‡Ki gwnjv Kg©x 

Exactly. Lots of immigrants do. GK`g wVK| A‡bK AwfevmxB K‡ib| 

JORGE ni‡n 

Does it cost me anything to keep my money here? GLv‡b Avgvi UvKv ivLvi Rb¨ †Kv‡bv wd w`‡Z n‡e? 

BANK LADY e¨vs‡Ki gwnjv Kg©x 

Well, there are some fees. 

It depends on the kind of account. 

Avm‡j, wKQz wd Av‡Q| 

GUv wbf©i K‡i A¨vKvD‡›Ui ai‡bi Ici| 

JORGE ni‡n 

Do you have something simple, with no fees, that doesn’t 

cost me anything? 

Avcbv‡`i wK mvaviY wKQz Av‡Q, hvi †Kv‡bv wd †bB, hvi Rb¨ 

Avgv‡K †Kv‡bv wd w`‡Z n‡e bv? 

BANK LADY e¨vs‡Ki gwnjv Kg©x 

Good question. 

We have a basic bank account, which costs a few dollars 

each month. 

It’s a good choice for many people. Every bank should 

have one. 

fv‡jv cªkœ| 

Avgv‡`i GKUv †ewmK e¨vsK A¨vKvD›U Av‡Q, hvi Rb¨ cªwZ gv‡m 

Aí wKQz Wjvi w`‡Z n‡e| 

GUv A‡bK †jv‡Ki Rb¨ GKUv fv‡jv cQ›`| cªwZ e¨vs‡K GUv 

Av‡Q| 

JORGE ni‡n 

Abdul, what do you think? Ave`yj, †Zvgvi Kx g‡b nq? 

ABDUL Ave`yj 

Maybe I should open an account here. Avgvi nq‡Zv GLv‡b GKUv A¨vKvD›U †Lvjv DwPZ| 

 

     
Bank Clerk Abdul Jorge Rose Sophie 
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BANK LADY e¨vs‡Ki gwnjv Kg©x 

Well, we would take very good care of your money… fv‡jv, Avgiv Avcbvi UvKvi Lye fv‡jv hZè †be... 

JORGE ni‡n 

Ta-da! I opened a bank account. 

Now look what I can get. 

UvÑiv! Avwg GKUv e¨vsK A¨vKvD›U Ly‡jwQ| 

GLb †`L Avwg Kx †c‡Z cvwi| 

SUE my 

What’s that? IUv Kx? 

JORGE ni‡n 

I don’t have to pretend to be rich. 

With this, I can get $5,000. 

Avgv‡K  eo‡jvK nIqvi fvb Ki‡Z n‡e bv| 

GUv w`‡q Avwg cve cvuP nvRvi Wjvi| 

SUE my 

What are you talking about? 

This is for a credit card! 

You think those people are giving you money? 

Zzwg Kx hv Zv ej‡Qv? 

GUv †µwWU Kv‡W©i Rb¨! 

Zzwg fve‡Qv IB †jvK¸‡jv †Zvgv‡K UvKv w`‡‛Q? 

JORGE ni‡n 

Of course not. I know I have to pay it back. But I can do it 

little by little. 

Aek¨B bv| Avwg Rvwb Avgv‡K UvKvUv †diZ w`‡Z n‡e| wKš‘ 

w`‡Z n‡e GKUz GKUz K‡i| 

SUE my 

You can get into a lot of trouble with a credit card. 

When you buy things on credit, you have to pay it back 

right away. 

All at once. 

If you don’t have the money, 

... they charge you extra ... 

... and extra ... 

... and you have to pay more ... 

... and more ... 

... and more. 

Before you know it, a $200 television will cost you $500 or 

more! 

†µwWU KvW© wb‡q Zzwg A‡bK mgm¨vq co‡Z cv‡iv| 

hLb Zzwg †µwWU Kv‡W© wKQz wKb‡e, †Zvgv‡K mv‡_ mv‡_ GB UvKv 

†diZ w`‡Z n‡e| 

cy‡ivUv GK mv‡_| 

hw` †Zvgvi Kv‡Q UvKv bv _v‡K, 

... Iiv †Zvgv‡K †ewk PvR© Ki‡e ... 

... Av‡iv †ewk ... 

... Ges †Zvgv‡K †ewk UvKv w`‡Z n‡e ... 

... Ges Av‡iv †ewk ... 

... Ges Av‡iv †ewk| 

Zzwg Rvbvi Av‡MB, 200 Wjv‡ii GKUv †Uwjwfk‡bi Rb¨ 

†Zvgvi LiP co‡e 500 Wjvi ev Av‡iv †ewk! 

JORGE ni‡n 

Really? That much? mwZ¨? G‡Zv †ewk? 

SUE my 

Yup! It’s money in the garbage.  

Forget the credit card.  

Don’t spend more than you have. 

Sophie will love you for who you are.  

Even if she is rich. 

nu¨v! GUv UvKv Mv‡e©‡R †djv|  

†µwWU Kv‡W©i K_v fz‡j hvI|  

Zzwg `iKv‡ii †ewk LiP K‡iv bv| 

Zzwg hv, Zvi Rb¨B †mvwd †Zvgv‡K fv‡jvevm‡e|  

GgbwK †m eo‡jvK n‡jI| 

    
Bank Lady      Abdul       Sue      Jorge 
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ABDUL Ave`yj 

Ta-da! Check this out. 

I just got it from my cousin. 

It’s a way to get money back from taxes. 

Our money. 

She got $400 back! 

It’s called Earned Income Tax Credit. 

UvÑWv! GUv †`L| 

GBgvÎ Avgvi KvwR‡bi KvQ †_‡K †c‡qwQ| 

GUv U¨v‡·i UvKv †diZ cvIqvi GKUv Dcvq| 

Avgv‡`i UvKv| 

†m PvikÕ Wjvi †diZ †c‡q‡Q! 

G‡K ejv nq AwR©Z AvqKi †µwWU| 

SUE my 

How much does it cost? KZ? G‡Z LiP KZ? 

ABDUL Ave`yj 

It’s free! No fee! 

Call 311. 

They’ll tell you how to get it. 

GUv wd«! †Kv‡bv wd †bB! 

311 G †dvb K‡iv| 

Zviv †Zvgv‡K ej‡e Kxfv‡e GUv †c‡Z nq| 

JORGE ni‡n 

Earned Income Tax Credit. Call 3-1-1? AwR©Z AvqKi †µwWU| w_ªÑIqvbÑIqvb G †dvb Ki‡ev? 

ABDUL Ave`yj 

3-1-1 w_ªÑIqvbÑIqvb 

JORGE ni‡n 

[kisses Sue on cheek] [myÑGi Mv‡j Pz‡gv Lvq] 

SUE my 

[giggles] [wdKwd‡K nvwm] 

JORGE ni‡n 

[laughs] This is great. 

I love this park. 

And being here with you, Sophie ... 

For me, this is ... perfect. 

[nvwm] GUv PgrKvi| 

cvK©Uv Avgvi Lye fv‡jv jv‡M| 

Avi †Zvgvi mv‡_ GLv‡b G‡m, †mvwd ... 

Avgvi Rb¨, GUv ... AmvaviY| 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

I feel that way too, Jorge. AvgviI †miKg g‡b n‡‛Q, ni‡n| 

JORGE ni‡n 

Are you sure you wouldn’t prefer a fancy restaurant? Zzwg wK wbwðZ †h Zzwg GKUv AwfRvZ †i÷z‡i›U †ewk cQ›` Ki‡e 

bv? 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

No. [laughs] 

Are you sure you wouldn’t prefer that? 

I thought you went to that fancy restaurant all the time. 

bv| [nvwm]Zzwg wK †mUv †ewk cQ›` Ki‡e bv? 

Avwg †f‡ewQjvg Zzwg me mgq IB AwfRvZ †i÷z‡i‡›U hvI| 

JORGE ni‡n 

[sighs] Well, I do go there all the time. 

I ... I work there. 

[`xN©k¦vm] Avm‡j, Avwg... †m RvqMvq me mgqB hvB| 

Avwg ... Avwg †mLv‡b KvR Kwi| 

     
Sue Abdul      Jorge Sophie 



 We Are New York: Love and Money   12 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

I was wondering … Avwg fvewQjvg ... 

JORGE ni‡n 

Are you disappointed? Zzwg wK nZvk n‡qQ? 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

No! I’m happy! 

I don’t have a lot of money either. [laughs] 

I work at a nail salon. [Laughs] 

bv! Avwg Lywk! 

AvgviI Lye †ewk UvKv †bB| [nvwm] 

Avwg GKUv †bBj †mjy‡b KvR Kwi| [nvwm] 

JORGE ni‡n 

[laughs] [nvwm] 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

What about our talk about banks? 

You knew so much. 

Avgv‡`i e¨vs‡Ki Av‡jvPbvi e¨vcviUv wQj? 

Zzwg A‡bK Rvb‡Z| 

JORGE ni‡n 

I made it up to impress you! 

So you would like me. 

I didn’t even have a bank account. 

I just got one ... two days ago. 

My friend at the restaurant helped me. 

†Zvgv‡K Awff‚Z Kivi Rb¨ Avwg IUv evwb‡qwQjvg! 

hv‡Z Zzwg Avgv‡K cQ›` K‡iv| 

GgbwK Avgvi †Kv‡bv e¨vsK A¨vKvD›UI wQj bv| 

Avwg GKUv Ly‡jwQ gvÎ ... `yB w`b Av‡M| 

Avgvi †i÷z‡i‡›Ui eÜz Avgv‡K mvnvh¨ K‡i‡Q| 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

Really? My friend at work helped me open a bank account, 

too….[laughs] 

mwZ¨? Avgv‡KI Avgvi Kv‡Ri RvqMvi eÜz e¨vsK A¨vKvD›U 

Lyj‡Z mvnvh¨ K‡i‡Q ... [nvwm] 

JORGE ni‡n 

[smacks lips]… 

Maybe we don’t have a lot of money. 

But ...ah 

[†VvuU w`‡q PzK PzK kã]... 

nq‡Zv Avgv‡`i Lye †ewk UvKv †bB| 

wKš‘, ...Avn 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

At least we have good friends. Avgv‡`i Aš—Zt fv‡jv eÜz Av‡Q| 

JORGE ni‡n 

[chuckles in agreement] [m¤§wZ Rvwb‡q Pvcv nvwm] 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

It looks like we both found out a lot. g‡b n‡‛Q Avgiv Df‡qB A‡bK wKQz †R‡bwQ| 

JORGE ni‡n 

About banks? [laughs] e¨vsK m¤ú‡K©? [nvwm] 

SOPHIE †mvwd 

I really like you, Jorge. †Zvgv‡K LyeB cQ›` Kwi, ni‡n| 

JORGE ni‡n 

I really like you, too. AvgviI †Zvgv‡K Lye cQ›`| 

  

Jorge Sophie 
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                             SOPHIE                             †mvwd 

You know? That’s my bank. Zzwg Rv‡bv? IUv Avgvi e¨vsK| 

JORGE ni‡n 

[laughs] That’s my bank, too! [nvwm] IUv AvgviI e¨vsK! 

                             SOPHIE †mvwd 

[LAUGHS] [nvwm] 

SOPHIE & JORGE †mvwd I ni‡n 

[laughing] [nvwm] 

OS TEXT OS TEXT 

Want to learn how to open you own bank account? Avcbvi wb‡Ri e¨vsK A¨vKvD›U Kxfv‡e Lyj‡Z nq Zv Rvb‡Z 

Pvb? 

Call 311 or visit 

the Department of Consumer Affairs 

Office of Financial Empowerment 

www.nyc.gov/ofe 

311 G †dvb Ki‚b A_ev †`Lyb 

wWcvU©‡g›U Ae KbR z̈gvi A¨v‡dqvm© 

Awdm Ae wdb¨vbwkqvj GgcvIqvi‡g›U 

www.nyc.gov/ofe 

 

  

Jorge Sophie 


