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Voter Assistance Commission Announces Special Discussion: “Voting 2008”

To kick off Voter Awareness Month, the Voter Assistance Commission is launching a series of free
or low cost events throughout the five boroughs. The cornerstone event of Voter Awareness
Month will take place on October 7 at 6:30 PM when VAC teams up with the New York Historical
society to host a free discussion on “Voting 2008.” The discussion will take place at the New York
Historical Society at 170 Central Park West at 77th Street.

“Voting 2008” will explore close Presidential elections of the past and the present, what voting
means, why voting is so crucial, and how to become a new voter. Speakers for the “Voting 2008”
programs are

e Lucy Yang, WABC-Eyewitness News

e Lisa Evers, Fox 5 News

e Commissioner Guillermo Linares, Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs

“The right to elect our City, State and Federal leaders is the cornerstone of our democracy,” said
Mayor Michael Bloomberg. “By improving access to information, Voter Awareness Month
encourages New Yorkers to take a more active role in the election process. [ commend the Voter
Assistance Commission for their work to achieve greater voter participation.”

“The mission of the Voter Assistance Commission is to encourage and facilitate voter registration
and voting by all eligible U.S. citizens residing in New York City,” said VAC Chair Jeffrey F. Kraus.
“VAC is nonpartisan, and does not promote any candidate for elected office, political party, or
political agenda.”

“This year’s Presidential election is likely to be one of the most exciting and critical elections in
American history,” said VAC Executive Director Onida Coward-Mayers. “I encourage all New
Yorkers who are not registered to vote to register by October 10, and those who are registered to
head to the polls on November 4.”

Admission to the program is free, but to guarantee seating the public is urged to reserve tickets by
calling SmartTix at (212) 868-4444 (or www.smarttix.com). The SmartTix call center is open 9am-
8pm Monday through Friday, 10am-8pm Saturday, and 10am-6pm Sunday.

Voter Awareness Month is VAC’s citywide nonpartisan campaign to promote voter education,
awareness, and participation in New York City, State and federal elections. For a complete list of
over 150 voter events and activities throughout the five boroughs from September 26 to October
30, call 311 or visit the VAC website at www.nyc.gov/voter .
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