NEW YORK CITY TAXI AND LIMOUSINE COMMISSION

Notice of Public Hearing and Opportunity to Comment on Proposed Rules

Notice is hereby given in accordance with section 1043(b) of the Charter of the City
of New York (“Charter”) that the Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC”)
proposes a rule modifying the existing requirements for taxicab partitions for
taxicabs as they apply to taxicabs that are equipped with factory installed curtain
airbags.

This rule is proposed pursuant to section 2303(a) and (b)(6) of the Charter and section
19-503 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York. The proposed rule was not
included in the TLC’s regulatory agenda for Fiscal Year 2006 because the data
suggesting the need for the rule was not known at the time that TLC’s regulatory agenda
was published.

A public hearing on this proposed rule will be held by the TLC at its offices at 40 Rector
Street, 5t Floor, New York, New York 10006 on May 11, 2006, at 9:30 a.m. Persons
wishing to testify at the hearing may notify the TLC in advance, either in writing or by
telephone to the TLC’s Office of Legal Affairs at the address and telephone given below.
Any request for a sign language interpreter or other form of reasonable accommodation
for a disability at the hearing must be submitted to the Office of Legal Affairs in writing,
by telephone, or by TTY/TDD no later than May 4, 2006.

Written comments in connection with this proposed rule should be submitted to the
Office of Legal Affairs and must be received no later than May 8, 2006 to:

Charles R. Fraser
Deputy Commissioner for Legal Affairs/General Counsel
Taxi and Limousine Commission
40 Rector Street, 5™ Floor
New York, New York 10006

Telephone: 212-676-1117
Fax: 212-676-1102

TTY/TDD: 212-341-9596

Written comments and a summary of all comments received at the hearing will be
available for public inspection at that office.



New material is underlined.

[Deleted material is in brackets.]

Section 1. Subdivision (a) of Section 1-17 of Chapter 1 of Title 35 of the Rules of the
City New York is amended to read as follows:

§1-17
(a)

Partition.

An owner shall equip all taxicabs, except as provided in [subsection]
subdivisions (b) and (¢) of this section, with a transparent partition and a
protective plate which would isolate the driver from the rear seat
passengers, and with provision for air conditioning for the rear passenger
compartment, as set forth in [§§] sections 3-03(e)(3)(i) and 3-05 of [the
Taxicab Specifications] this title.

Section 2. A new Subdivision (c¢) of Section 1-17 of Chapter 1 of Title 35 of the Rules of
the City New York is added to read as follows:

(c)

A taxicab that is equipped with factory installed curtain airbags shall be
exempt from the provisions of subdivision (a) of this section. Such
taxicab shall be equipped with a cellular telephone that has an emergency
dialing feature, in accordance with section 1-13(b) of this chapter, and
shall be equipped with a digital camera and recording system that is
approved by the Commission pursuant to paragraph (b)(3) of this section.
Installation of a partition in such taxicab shall be optional, provided that
any such partition shall not extend the full width of the interior of the
taxicab, but instead shall allow a space of six inches at each side,
sufficient to permit proper deployment of the curtain airbags, and shall
conform in all other respects with the requirements of section 3-

03(e)(3)(1) of this title.

Section 3. Section 1-86 of Chapter 1 of Title 35 of the Rules of the City of New York is
amended by adding a new penalty labeled §1-17(c) between §1-17(a) and §1-18(a) to
read as follows:

Personal

Appearance
Rule No. Penalty Required
§1-17(a) $300 and suspension until the condition is corrected Yes
§1-17(c) $300 and suspension until the condition is corrected Yes
§1-18(a) $100 and suspension until the condition is corrected Yes



STATEMENT OF BASIS AND PURPOSE

This rulemaking amends existing rules requiring installation of partitions in
taxicabs, to create an exception for taxicabs that are equipped with factory installed
curtain airbags. Taxi and Limousine Commission (“Commission”) staff have found that
partitions that conform to existing rules will impede the proper deployment of curtain
airbags that are factory installed in 2006 Toyota Sienna minivans, a vehicle model that is
approved for use as a taxicab pursuant to section 3-03(c)(7) of the Commission’s rules,
thereby reducing or eliminating the safety value of those curtain airbags, and creating
additional risk of injury to the driver and passengers of a taxicab in the event of an
accident.

In order to permit proper deployment of curtain airbags, this rule allows the owner
of a taxicab equipped with factory installed curtain airbags to install a modified partition
or to install no partition, and requires the owner in either event to install a cellular
telephone with an emergency dialing feature and a security camera system approved by
the Commission pursuant to section 1-17(b)(3) of the Commission’s rules. This rule
further provides that the penalty for installation of an improper partition or for the failure
to install a proper cellular telephone and security camera system is the same as the
penalty provided in existing rules for failure to install a proper partition.
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