
TLC PLATES ON NY REGISTERED FHVs (effective May 15, 2006)  
 
 
Section 1.  Subdivision (e) of section 6-12 of title 35 of the Rules of the City of New 
York is amended by the addition of a new paragraph (3), which reads as follows: 

 
 
 (3)  A for-hire vehicle that is registered in New York State for which a for-hire vehicle license is 
issued or renewed on or after May 10, 2006, must have New York State license plates affixed to 
the vehicle that are embossed with the legend “T & LC.”  
 

Section 2.  Section 6-22 of title 35 of the Rules of the City of New York is amended to 
read as follows: 

 
 
 
         Personal  
Rule No.  Penalty     Appearance Required 
 
6-12(e)(2)  $100      No 
6-12(e)(3)  $350 and summary suspension until   No 
   compliance pursuant to section 8-17(b)  
   of this title 
6-12(f)(1)  $25      No 
 



Statement of Basis and Purpose 
 
Section 6-12(e)(3) requires that licensed for-hire vehicles (liveries, black cars and luxury 
limousines) that are registered in New York State must have New York State license plates that 
are embossed with the legend “T&LC” below the license plate number, signifying licensure by 
TLC as for-hire vehicles.  The requirement will apply to for-hire vehicles that are issued new or 
renewal for-hire vehicle licenses on or after May 10, 2006.   
 
Without this rule, for-hire vehicles registered at New York State addresses outside of New York 
City are able to obtain license plates that are embossed with the legend “livery” from New York 
State’s Department of Motor Vehicles (“DMV”).  DMV has indicated to TLC staff that it will 
honor the requirement in the rule that TLC-licensed for-hire vehicles must have the “T&LC” 
legend.  Requiring all TLC-licensed for-hire vehicles to have “T&LC” embossed license plates 
would facilitate recognition of such vehicles by the public, TLC staff, insurance providers, and 
others. 
 
In particular, TLC staff research indicates that insurers recognize the “T&LC” license plate as an 
indication that the vehicle is TLC-licensed, and is therefore subject to the mandatory minimum 
insurance coverage requirements set forth in section 6-11(d)(4) of TLC’s rules.  Such research 
further indicates that a for-hire vehicle with “livery” license plates is not recognized by insurers 
as TLC-licensed, and therefore in some cases owners of such vehicles are able to purchase 
insurance coverage less than that mandated by TLC rules. 
 
Similarly, mandatory “T&LC” license plates will facilitate the collection the applicable annual 
$400 commercial New York City motor vehicle tax, which in some cases has been evaded by 
owners of for-hire vehicles with “livery” license plates. 
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