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The Brooklyn Workforcel Career Center, under the
auspices of the NYC Department of Business Services,
has reason to celebrate.

The training center, at 9 Bond St. in Downtown
Brooklyn, recently reached its sixth anniversary and
simultaneously achieved 20,000 job placements —
counted as a huge achievement, especially in the
current economic climate.

The 20,000th placement was Tsui (Jennifer) Deng, who,
after completing a program in graphic design training
this past February at the Brooklyn center, landed a job
in May as a graphic designer for United Graphic &
Design Inc.

She told Workforcel very thankful and excited about
her new opportunity.

Deng had worked for a garment company as a pattern
maker and designer for more than 10 years when she
was laid off about a year ago when the company
outsourced her position overseas.

She began searching for new design positions right

away, but lacked technical skills in certain computer
programs like Photoshop and lllustrator. This lack of
software experience became a constant barrier to her
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ability to find new employment. A friend told her about
the Individual Training Grants offered through Work
Forcel, and soon after, she applied to receive an
Individual Training Grant.

It's not just big-box stores like Best Buy that are getting
an economic boost from the Cup, says commissioner
Walsh. "The restaurants are happy, the cafés are happy,
but there is something that is much more powerful
taking place. And that's in the shoe repair shop, the
bodegas, the delis. It has trickled down into those

businesses."
Problem is, there are less than three weeks to go.

"We're going be very sad when it ends," Walsh says.
"Because it's been very exciting and a lot of fun, and,

business-wise, good for sure!"




