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OPPORTUNITIES IN

THE
P R O S P E C T  H E I G H T S  •  C R O W N  H E I G H T S



LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION
Located in Prospect Heights and Crown Heights,
Washington Avenue is a gateway to Brooklyn’s treasured
cultural institutions: Brooklyn Botanic Garden, Brooklyn
Children’s Museum, Brooklyn Museum, Brooklyn Public
Library, Prospect Park, and Prospect Park Zoo.
Additionally, at the northern edge of this ten block
commercial corridor sits the new Barclays Center sports
and entertainment arena.

Brooklyn’s Washington Avenue is a vibrant corridor with
coffee shops, nightlife selections, boutiques and
restaurant flavors for every palate. Nowhere else in the
nation are so many unique cultural assets embedded in
one diverse local neighborhood. This combination
enriches the area’s cultural life and visitor experience.

TOO MANY SHOPPERS, NOT ENOUGH STORES
Washington Avenue sits in the center of a large
consumer base. Last year, within a 1-mile radius,
consumer spending for retail goods and services
exceeded $1.7 billion in 2011, including $271 million
spent on dining. Consumers living within a 3-mile radius
of Washington Avenue spend more than $9.6 billion
annually on retail goods and services. That accounts for
one-half of all consumer spending in Brooklyn.

Consumer demand in the area is so great that it
drastically exceeds the available retail supply. Within a 1-
mile radius, $1.1 billion in retail sales leaks out of the
area each year. This $1.1 billion represents consumer
spending on goods and services that aren’t available in
the area. Within a 3-mile radius, the amount of unmet
demand is an incredible $4.5 billion a year.

EASY ACCESS TO A STRONG ECONOMY
Getting here is easy. Washington Avenue is well served
by public transportation, making the area readily
accessible from nearly everywhere in Manhattan and the
other boroughs. The area is served by 13 subway
stations and 14 bus routes. Each year, more than 26
million people board at the local subways stations and
more than 54 million people ride local bus routes.

By car, Washington Avenue is easily accessed from the
Brooklyn-Queens Expressway and Prospect Expressway.
Local streets also carry large amounts of vehicular traffic
directly to Washington Avenue. Atlantic Avenue, for
example, carries more than 52,000 vehicles daily, while an
average of 45,000 vehicles traverse Eastern Parkway
each day. 

A LARGE CONSUMER AUDIENCE
Along Washington Avenue, you’ll have several consumer
audiences to attract to your store or restaurant. More
than 151,000 residents live within 1-mile of Washington
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Avenue and more than 1.2 million live
within 3-miles. Within the 1-mile area, the average
household income is $68,957 annually, 18% higher
than the average for the entire borough of Brooklyn.

In addition to the resident population, there are 3,800
businesses within 1-mile of Washington Avenue. Those
businesses employ more than 30,600 people. Of that
total, 35% are estimated to be office workers, who
spend an average of $6,000/yr on retail goods and
services where they work, resulting in another $64.2
million in annual purchases of retail goods and services. 

Combined, the six cultural institutions that form the Heart
of Brooklyn generate more than 11 million visits to the
area each year. That doesn’t include visitors to the
18,000 seat Barclays Center which only recently opened.

EXTRAORDINARY GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES
Right now, Washington Avenue offers exraordinary
opportunties for retailers and restaurant operators:

• There are a limited number of available spaces on
Washington Avenue ready for immediate occupancy,
ranging from 450 to 2,200 square feet.

• Retail leakage, or unmet consumer demand, exists in
many categories iincluding specialty foods, clothing,
shoes, jewelry and leather goods, home furnishings

and home decor, among others. (See the back of this
brochure for more information about retail leakage.)

• Young families with children is a growing segment of
our audience. This is creating demand for boutiques,
and children’s clothing and furniture stores.

WE’LL HELP PUT YOU IN YOUR PLACE
The Heart of Brooklyn, in cooperation with NYC Small
Business Services and the Washington Avenue/Prospect
Heights Association, is working to recruit the best mix of
retailers and restaurants for the corridor.  Our goal is to
create a retail mix that will attract diverse consumers
from across Brooklyn and meet the needs of our
residents. We’re proactively business-friendly: we’ll guide
you through the business opening process; and we are
invested and committed to the enhancement and
maintenance of our business districts.  

OPPORTUNITY IS KNOCKING
To learn more about the opportunities on Washington
Avenue, call Rebeca Ramirez, Commercial Revitalization
Manager at Heart of Brooklyn, to arrange a tour and
receive our free market profile kit. 

     o open a store
are just a few...

For more information, call
Rebeca Ramirez at 718.638.7700 ext. 11

789 Washington Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11238
www.heartofbrooklyn.org

In cooperation with...



Washington Avenue Essential Facts & Figures         

789 Washington Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11238
www.heartofbrooklyn.org

In cooperation with...

Demographic Data 1 mile 2 miles 3 miles
Population (2011)................................151,985........588,309 ....1,226,225
Households (2011)................................67,046........235,247........460,889
Average household size (persons) ............2.23..............2.45..............2.61
Median age (years)....................................35.0..............33.7..............33.1

Average household income ................$68,957........$61,307........$56,619
Median household income ..................$45,642........$39,528........$36,333

Retail Supply & Demand (in millions of dollars)

Total consumer retail demand ................$1,734 ..........$5,227 ..........$9,643
Total retailer sales ......................................$619 ..........$2,521 ..........$5,077
Unmet consumer retail demand..............$1,114 ..........$2,755 ..........$4,566

Consumer Spending (in millions of dollars)

Spending on children’s clothing ......................$20 ................$67 ..............$123
Spending on toys and games............................$9 ................$30 ................$55
Spending on child care....................................$31 ................$96 ..............$174

Retail Leakage (in millions of dollars)

Unmet demand: clothing ............................$40 ..............$75 ............$161
Unmet demand: full-service restaurants ......$63 ............$169 ............$630
Unmet demand: furniture ............................$24 ..............$56 ..............$29
Unmet demand: health & personal care ......$27 ..............$51 ............$106
Unmet demand: home furnishings ..............$16 ..............$37 ..............$41
Unmet demand: jewelry & leather goods........$6 ..............$11 ..............$17
Unmet demand: shoes ..................................$6 ................$9 ..............$17
Unmet demand: specialty food ....................$29 ..............$65 ..............$97

Cultural institutions and attractions
7. Brooklyn Children’s Museum 400,000 annual visitors
8. Brooklyn Public Library 3 million annual visitors
9. Brooklyn Museum 325,000 annual visitors

12. Brooklyn Botanic Garden 725,000 annual visitors
14. Prospect Park 526 ac. park, 8 million annual visitors
15. Prospect Park Zoo 12 ac. zoo, 235,000 annual visitors
Transportation and access

2. Atlantic Avenue at Grand Ave 52,700 vehicles/day 
3. Washington Avenue 9,700 vehicles/day 
4. Flatbush Ave at Grand Army Plaza 42,800 vehicles/day 
5. Grand Army Subway (2/3 train) 7,800 wkday brdngs
6. Park Place Subway (S train) 2,200 weekday boardings

10. Eastern Pkwy at Washington Ave 45,300 vehicles/day 
11. Franklin Av Subway (2/3/4/5 train) 14,700 wkday brdngs
13. 7th Ave Subway (F/G train) 12,700 wkday boardings
16. Prospect Pk Subway (B/Q/S train) 8,500 wkday brdngs
Additional destinations

1. Barclays Center 18,000 seat sports/entertainment arena

For more information, call Rebeca
Ramirez at 718.638.7700 ext. 11


