Frequently Asked Questions

What is the maximum amount of funding my business can receive for storefront improvements?
Approved applicants are eligible for up to $10,000 of storefront improvements. High impact projects may be eligible for
additional funding depending on overall program budget.

Sample grant funding Scenario 1:

Total cost of complete storefront renovation = $13,333
Grant = $10,000

Private match = $3,333

Sample grant funding Scenario 2:

Total cost of new sign/awning and security gate = $6,000
Grant = $4,500

Private match = $1,500

Sample grant funding Scenario 3:

Total cost of complete storefront renovation = $18,000
Grant = $10,000

Private match = $8,000

*The grant recipient’s private match must provide a minimum of 25% of the cost of the project.

Will the Storefront Improvement Program provide reimbursement for improvements already completed?
No, the storefront program will only grant awards to those projects approved by the selection committee.

1 own multiple properties in Downtown Far Rockaway. Can | apply for improvements for all of my properties?
Yes, all storefronts located in within the target area are eligible for the program even if they share the same property
owner. However, these storefronts must be occupied by a business that meets the eligibility criteria.

1 own one property with multiple storefronts, can each business owner apply for a storefront improvement?
Each business owner can apply, however each business storefront will be limited to the $10,000 maximum award
amount. Business owners and property owners can not apply for grant money for the same property.

1 own one property with multiple storefronts, how can | ensure that these storefronts have uniform awnings
and signage?

The program architect will be sure to consider uniformity of signage and design as they create renderings of new
storefronts. Additionally, applicants should include drawings and renderings of what improvements he/she envisions
as well as engage with the selection committee during the site visit after finalists are chosen.

Can a property owner and business owner each submit an application for the same storefront?
No, only one application can be submitted for each business storefront.

How long is the process from application review to construction?

A site visit will occur within 1-3 weeks after application review, and is subject to the availability of the selection
committee. After the site visit, the selection committee will take an additional one to two weeks to produce the final
design and budget. Construction will begin once the applicant has approved the final project scope and design and
executed the grant agreement.

Who should attend the site visit?
The applicant, selection committee, program architect and contractor (if already selected) are required to attend the
site visit.

What factors influence the final project scope and budget produced by the design team?

The final project scope and budget are determined by information discussed during the site visit, overall program
budget, level of need, and the amount of applications received.
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