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CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION 

 OF 

 [Name of District Management Association (DMA)]  
 

 (Under Section 402 of the New York Not-For-Profit Corporation Law) 
 
 
  The undersigned, all of whom are citizens of the United States, and natural persons 
at least eighteen years of age, desiring to form a corporation pursuant to the Not-For-Profit 
Corporation Law of the State of New York (the “N-PCL”), do hereby certify as follows: 

 
 FIRST.  The name of the corporation is [Name of DMA] 

 
 SECOND. The Corporation is a corporation as defined in subparagraph (a)(5) of 
 Section 102 (Definitions) of the N-PCL and the Corporation is a Type C corporation as 
 defined  under Section 201 (Purposes) of said law. 
   

 THIRD. The Corporation is organized exclusively for charitable purposes within the 
 meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the United States Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as 
 amended (the “Code”), or corresponding section of any future Federal Tax Code, and 
 intends at all times to qualify and remain qualified as exempt from Federal income tax under 
 Section 501(c)(3) of the Code.  The exclusively charitable and public purposes for which the 
 Corporation is organized are limited to (i) promoting the general welfare of the people in the 
 [Name of DMA] and as described in the [Name of DMA] as approved by the City Council of 
 the City of New York, (ii) improving neighborhood conditions within the City of New York 
 and the District, (iii) improving the environment of the City of New York and the District, 
 and (iv) supplementing municipal services in the District by: 

 
  (a) Contracting with the City of New York to receive funds, specially assessed  
  for the operation and maintenance of the improvements furnished pursuant to Article 
  Third paragraph (c) herein, if any, and overseeing the operation and maintenance of  
  such improvements; 
 
  (b) Contracting with the City of New York to receive funds, specially assessed  
  for providing supplemental maintenance or other services as set forth in the Plan,  
  and overseeing the provision of such supplemental maintenance and services; 
 
  (c) Contracting with the City of New York to receive funds, specially assessed  
  for furnishing those services and improvements provided for in the Plan and   
  overseeing the provision of such services and improvements; 
 
  (d) Entering into agreements with other persons, firms and corporations and  
  governmental or other entities, including, without limitation, governments of the  
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  United States of America and the State of New York to provide the services and  
  carry out the maintenance and operation of the improvements referred to in   
  paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) of this Article Third; 
 
  (e) Making recommendations to the City Council of the City of New York with  
  regard to any matter involving or relating to the District; 
 
  (f) Cooperating with the agencies of the City of New York and the (the   
  “Borough”) and with other private organizations and individuals to create, develop  
  and maintain a vital environment in [Name of Borough] and in the District in  
  particular; 
 
  (g) Conducting research and formulating proposals to preserve and develop the  
  scenic, architectural and environmental beauty of the District, to improve the  
  environment and public facilities of the Borough, and to improve the quality of life  
  of those people who work and live in or may visit the Borough and the District; 
 
  (h) Increasing public awareness of the beauty of the District and the importance  
  of preserving and developing that beauty; 
 
  (i) Encouraging, organizing, implementing and otherwise advancing programs  
  and projects to achieve the above objectives, and providing an organization to carry  
  out these activities; and 
 
  (j) Engaging in such other and further activities, service studies, planning and  
  physical activities which would assist in improving conditions within the District,  
  the Borough and the City of New York. 
    
 In furtherance of the aforesaid purposes, the Corporation shall have all the general powers 
 enumerated in Section 202 of the N-PCL, subject to any limitations provided in the N-PCL 
 or any other applicable law. 

 
 FOURTH. As a means of accomplishing these purposes, the Corporation, in furtherance 
 and not by way of limitation of its statutory powers, shall have the power to solicit, raise, 
 accept,  hold and administer funds exclusively for its objectives and purposes, and to that 
 end, take and receive, by purchase, grant, gift, bequest or devise, or as a beneficiary of any 
 trust, any property, real or personal, tangible or intangible, wheresoever located; to make 
 donations in furtherance of such charitable purpose; to invest and reinvest such funds and 
 property in furtherance of such purposes, without regard to whether such investments would 
 be considered as desirable or prudent by an investor interested solely in profit and not 
 interested in promoting such purposes; and to collect and receive the income, if any, from 
 any investment or reinvestment of such funds or property, apply to income and, if the 
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 Corporation so decides, the principal of such property as the Corporation may from time to 
 time possess, for the purposes of the Corporation. 
 
 FIFTH.  Nothing herein contained shall authorize the Corporation, directly or  
 indirectly, to engage in or include among its purposes any of the activities mentioned in 
 Section 404(b)  through (w) of the N-PCL or Section 460-a of the Social Services Law of the 
 State of New York. 
 
 SIXTH. The lawful public or quasi-public objectives which each of the purposes set 
 forth in Article Third above will achieve are the following: (a) to provide improvements 
 within  the District, the Borough of Brooklyn and the City of New York; (b) to provide for 
 maintenance and services required for the enjoyment and protection of the general public; 
 and (c) to improve the neighborhood conditions in the District, the Name of Borough and 
 the City of New York. 

 SEVENTH. No part of net earnings of the Corporation shall inure to the benefit of, or 
 shall be distributable to, its members, directors, trustees, officers, or other private persons, 
 (except that reasonable compensation may be paid for services rendered to and for the 
 Corporation) and no member, director, trustee, officer of the Corporation or any private 
 individual shall be entitled to share in the distribution of any corporate assets on dissolution 
 of the Corporation. 
 
 EIGHTH. No substantial part of the activities of the Corporation shall be carrying on of 
 propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the Corporation shall not 
 participate in or intervene in (including the publishing and distribution of statements) any 
 political campaign on behalf of or in opposition to any candidate for public office.  
 Notwithstanding any other provision herein, the Corporation shall not carry on any other 
 activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by a corporation exempt from federal income tax 
 under Section 501(c)(3) of the Code, or corresponding sections of any future Federal Tax 
 Code, or (b) by a corporation, contributions which are deductible under Section 170(c)(2) of 
 the Code, or corresponding section of any future Federal Tax Code. 
 
 NINTH. During any period that the Corporation is determined to be a “private 
 foundation” as  defined in Section 509(a) of the Code, or corresponding section of any future 
 Federal Tax Code, in accordance with the following sections therefore, the Corporation shall 
 (a) distribute such amounts for each taxable year at such time and in such manner as not to 
 subject the Corporation to tax on undistributed income under Section 4942 of the Code; (b) 
 not engage in any act of self-dealing as defined in Section 4941(d) of the Code; (c) retain 
 any holdings which are subject to tax as excess business holdings under Section 4943 of the 
 Code; (d) not make any investments in such a manner as to subject the Corporation to tax 
 under Section 4944 of the Code; and (e) not make any taxable expenditures which are 
 subject to tax under Section 4945 of the Code. 
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 TENTH. The county within the state in which the principal office of the Corporation 
 is to be located in is the County of Kings. 
 
 ELEVENTH.  The names and addresses of the interim board of directors of the 
 Corporation, each of whom is of full age, to serve until their successors are designated in 
 accordance with the By-laws are as follows: 
   

Class A (List a minimum of seven)  
Name of Property Owner 
Address 
City, State, Zip 

 

  

 TWELFTH.  The Secretary of State is hereby designated as agent of the 
 Corporation upon whom process against may be served.  The address to which the Secretary 
 of State shall mail a copy of any process served against the Corporation is: 
 
     [Name of DMA. 
     Address 
     City, State, Zip] 
  
 THIRTEENTH. The Corporation shall have four (4) classes of voting membership as 
 follows: 
 
  (a) Class A shall consist of lawful owners of record of real property in the  
   District, who have applied for membership in accordance with procedures  
   set forth in the By-laws of the Corporation; 
 
  (b) Class B shall consist of tenants who are occupants pursuant to a lease or  
   other agreement with the owner of record of commercial space within the  
   District, are not eligible for Class A membership, and have applied for  
   membership in accordance with procedures set forth in the By-laws of the  
   Corporation; 
 
  (c) Class C shall consist of tenants who are occupants pursuant to (1) a lease or  
   other agreement with the owner of record of a dwelling unit within the  
   District and are not eligible for Class A or Class B membership and (2)  
   a proprietary lease of residential cooperative units within the District and  
   are not eligible for Class A or Class B membership, and have applied for  
   membership in accordance with procedures set forth in the By-laws of the  
   Corporation; 
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  (d) Class D shall consist of a representative appointed by each of the following:  
   the Mayor of the City of New York, the Comptroller of the City of New  
   York, the President of the Borough and the Member of the New   
   York City Council representing the District or, if there is more than one  
   Council member representing the District, then by the Speaker of the new  
   York City Council. 
 
  In addition, the Corporation shall have one class of non-voting membership: 

  (e) Class E shall consist of one representative appointed from each of the  
   Borough Community Board(s) within the jurisdiction of the District. 
 
  The number of directors which shall constitute the entire Board of Directors shall be  
  such as from time to time shall be fixed by the By-laws, but in no event shall the  
  number be fewer than thirteen (13) voting directors.  The members of Class A shall  
  elect, in accordance with the By-laws, that number of voting directors which shall be 
  fixed by the By-laws, but in no event shall the number of Class A voting directors  
  elected constitute less than a majority of all voting directors.  The members of Class  
  B shall elect, in accordance with the By-laws, that number of voting directors which  
  shall be fixed by the By-laws, but in no event shall the number of voting directors so 
  elected be less than one (1) voting director.  The members of Class C shall elect, in  
  accordance with the By-laws, that number of voting directors which shall be fixed  
  by the By-laws, but in no event shall the number of voting directors so elected be  
  less than one (1) voting director.  Each Class D member appointed in accordance  
  with the By-laws shall serve as a voting director.  Each Class E member appointed in 
  accordance with the By-laws shall serve as a non-voting director.  Additionally, the  
  Board of Directors may appoint other non-voting directors in accordance with the  
  By-laws. 
 
 FOURTEENTH. In the event of dissolution of the Corporation, all the assets and 
 property of the  Corporation remaining after the proper payment of expenses and the 
 satisfaction of all liabilities shall revert to the City of New York for a public purpose, upon 
 approval of a Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of New York. 
 
 FIFTEENTH.  Any action required by the laws of the State of New York to be taken 
 at a meeting of the membership, or any action which may be taken at any meeting of the 
 membership, may be taken without a meeting, without prior notice and without a vote, if a 
 consent in writing, setting forth the action to be taken, shall be signed by the number or 
 percentage of members that would otherwise be required to approve the action being taken.
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 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, The undersigned Incorporator has made, subscribed and 
acknowledged this Certificate of Incorporation this       _ day of   , 20__. 
 

 
 _________________________________ 

Mayor’s Name 
Address 
City, State Zip 
 
 
 

STATE OF NEW YORK        ) 
                                                 )    SS.: 
COUNTY OF NEW YORK    ) 
 
On this _____ day of __________, 20__, before me personally came ________________ to be 
known as the person described herein and who executed the foregoing Certificate of 
Incorporation of [Name of DMA]  and he acknowledged that he executed the same. 
 
___________________________ 
Notary Public 
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 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, The undersigned Incorporator has made, subscribed and 
acknowledged this Certificate of Incorporation this       _ day of   , 20__. 
 

 
 _________________________________ 

Name of Comptroller 
Address 
City, State Zip 
 
 
 

STATE OF NEW YORK        ) 
                                                 )    SS.: 
COUNTY OF NEW YORK    ) 
 
On this _____ day of __________, 20__, before me personally came ________________ to be 
known as the person described herein and who executed the foregoing Certificate of 
Incorporation of [Name of DMA] and he acknowledged that he executed the same. 
 
___________________________ 
Notary Public 
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 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, The undersigned Incorporator has made, subscribed and 
acknowledged this Certificate of Incorporation this       _ day of 20__. 
 

 
 _________________________________ 

Name of Borough President 
 Address 
            City, State Zip 

 
 

STATE OF NEW YORK        ) 
                                                 )    SS.: 
COUNTY OF NEW YORK    ) 
 
On this _____ day of __________, 20__, before me personally came ________________ to be 
known as the person described herein and who executed the foregoing Certificate of 
Incorporation of [Name of DMA] and he acknowledged that he executed the same. 
 
___________________________ 
Notary Public 
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 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, The undersigned Incorporator has made, subscribed and 
acknowledged this Certificate of Incorporation this       _ day of 20__. 
 

 
 _________________________________ 

Name of Councilmember 
Address 
City, State Zip 
 
 
 

STATE OF NEW YORK        ) 
                                                 )    SS.: 
COUNTY OF NEW YORK    ) 
 
On this _____ day of __________, 2010, before me personally came ________________ to be 
known as the person described herein and who executed the foregoing Certificate of 
Incorporation of [Name of DMA]  and she acknowledged that she executed the same. 
 
___________________________ 
Notary Public 
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