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FOR IMMEDIATE PUBLIC RELEASE 

The following policy will be implemented effective immediately by the NYC Build It Back 

Program. 

 

BUILD IT BACK UPDATE 

Build it Back’s Temporary Disaster Assistance Program (TDAP) serves very low-income renter 

households who were displaced from their New York City homes as a result of Hurricane Sandy.  

Through this program, New York City offers a temporary rental subsidy and housing referral assistance to 

eligible low-income renters who were affected by Hurricane Sandy and were displaced from their homes 

as a result of the storm. The type of assistance offered depends on household income, and in order to be 

eligible an applicant must have been a renter at the time of the storm. 

Low-income renter households are defined as households whose income is less than 50% of the federally 

determined Area Media Income (AMI). TDAP rental subsidy is limited to two years and must be used 

within New York City. Households are required to pay 30% of their income toward rent.  

Initially the TDAP program only could assist low-income New Yorkers who were still displaced as a result 

of Hurricane Sandy.  In order to serve more low-income New Yorkers, Build it Back and the NYC 

Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HUD) have identified additional funding and 

expanded the criteria for receiving assistance through the TDAP program.  

Effective immediately, the City has expanded TDAP to allow it to provide rental assistance to low-income 

New Yorkers who were displaced by Hurricane Sandy and now face high rent burdens of 40 percent or 

more of their income. 

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) recently approved the city’s proposed 

changes to TDAP as part of the city’s amendment to the Action Plan, which details how the city will spend 

the Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) funds it has been allocated. 

TDAP is administered by HPD. It was established to serve low-income renters – at or below 50 percent of 

AMI, or no more than $41,950 for a family of four per HUD’s 2014 calculations – who were displaced from 

their homes as a result of Hurricane Sandy. Eligibility was initially limited to displaced households who 

were residing in transitional housing such as hotels or shelters; facing expiring FEMA rental assistance; 

or registered through the Build it Back program. However, the city heard from a number of residents and 

advocates during the public comment period on the Action Plan, requesting a TDAP expansion. 

Households may qualify if they have already applied to TDAP, were displaced by Hurricane Sandy and 

forced to relocate to long-term housing (signing a lease of a year or longer) and currently pay 40 percent 

or more of their income toward rent.  

HPD has already begun reaching out to the households who may now be eligible for TDAP assistance. 

TDAP or Build it Back applicants with questions regarding their eligibility for expanded TDAP can call 

Build it Back Customer Service at 212-615-8329 or email us at housing@recovery.nyc.gov .  
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