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FOR IMMEDIATE PUBLIC RELEASE 

The following policy will be implemented effective immediately by the NYC Build It Back 

1-4 Unit Program. 

 

BUILD IT BACK UPDATE 

Consistent with the recommendations outlined in “One City, Rebuilding Together” and the City 

of New York’s commitment to expediting relief to homeowners impacted by Hurricane Sandy, 

Build it Back will now be processing applicants for Rebuild assistance regardless of income 

level or Program priority status.  Applications for rebuild will be subject to Build it Back policy, 

outlined below.  

The following table summarizes how Build it Back is prioritizing the distribution of program 

funds: 

Program Case Prioritization 

Property 
Income 

Level of Property 
Damage 

Program Benefit  
Provided 

Priority 1 

All Income Levels 
Destroyed or Infeasible to 
Repair 

Rebuild 

All Income Levels Repairs Completed Reimbursement 

0-80% AMI Repair of Damage is Feasible Repair 

0-80% AMI Repair of Damage is Feasible Repair and Elevate 

Priority 2 

80-165% AMI Repair of Damage is Feasible  Repair 

80-165% AMI Repair of Damage is Feasible  Repair and Elevate 

Priority 3 

165% AMI and above Repair of Damage is Feasible  Repair 

165% AMI and above Repair of Damage is Feasible  Repair and Elevate 

 

The following language modifies and supersedes NYC Build it Back Applicant 

Guidebook, Sec. 9.2, effective March 28, 2014. 

 

The Rebuild Program option is available to applicants whose original home was completely 

destroyed, severely damaged, or where the Program determines that it would not be feasible to 

repair the home.  The Program will determine the amount of assistance based on the pre-storm 

size and unit count of the home, minus a Transfer Amount to be provided by the applicant.  All 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/recovery/downloads/pdf/bib-applicant-guidebook-final-v1.0.pdf
http://www.nyc.gov/html/recovery/downloads/pdf/bib-applicant-guidebook-final-v1.0.pdf
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rebuilt homes in a Special Flood Hazard Area will be elevated as required by NYC Building 

Code. 

There are two options in the Rebuild Program for applicants.  Applicants can choose to rebuild 

their home through a City-selected Developer or by using his/her own contractor through the 

Choose Your Own Contractor (CYOC) option.  Rebuild with a City-selected Developer is 

performed by Development Teams that include general contractors, architects, and community 

partners specializing in small homes construction, design, and outreach. There is one City-

selected development team for each borough. In the City-selected Developer option, the 

Developer will assist the homeowner through the design, permits, legal closing, construction, 

and close-out process.  Developers will utilize designs and budgets reviewed and pre-approved 

by the Program in order to enable expeditious preconstruction and construction for applicants. 

 

Rebuild with the CYOC option requires applicants to be prequalified by the Program.  This 

process includes a review of plans and specifications, proposed construction budget, the 

architect and general contractor.  Review and approval of the pre-qualification requirements is 

required before the Program will consider the project for Rebuild assistance.  The Program will 

review the applicant’s proposed architect and general contractor as part of the pre-qualification 

requirements.  The proposed general contractor is subject to background check and review by 

the Program before being approved for rebuilding.  

The Program will determine the amount of assistance based upon the cost to rebuild a new 

home using the pre-storm size and unit count of the home.  If site conditions and zoning 

regulations permit, a larger home or a home with more expensive amenities may be built upon 

the property, provided that the applicant pays the difference between the Program’s cost and 

the cost of the larger home. 

The Program may place limits on the maximum assistance allowed to be funded and on any 

requests by an applicant to rebuild a larger home or a home with more expensive amenities.  

The decision to limit an applicant’s assistance will be based upon factors such as time 

constraints, the practicality of construction and site characteristics.  Applicants are cautioned 

that they should not voluntarily demolish their home in order to be classified as a rebuild project.  

Voluntarily demolition of a home may result in ineligibility to receive assistance due to federally 

mandated environmental requirements.  Note that the Program does not give money directly to 

the applicant. Instead, the Program pays contractors directly for construction work which is 

completed. 

Note: The Program allows rebuild applicants with transfer amounts to set aside a portion of their 

transfer amount funding to pay for temporary housing expenses while construction is ongoing.  

If Rebuild applicants do not have transfer amounts, the Program will not be able to provide 

reimbursement for temporary housing expenses while construction is ongoing.  Repair and 

Repair and Elevate applicants are not allowed to use their transfer amount for temporary 

housing expenses while construction is ongoing.  


