






Improvements.-The iron fence surrounding this park was painted, and 1,825 flowering 
plants were set out during the past year. 

Area.-The area of this park is 0.72 acres, and it is bounded by Webster Avenue, Ford- $ 
ham Road and the right-of-way of the Harlem Branch of the New York Central and Hudson 
River Railroad. 

Improvements.-A drinking fountain was installed, and there were 2,900 bedding 
plants and 2,000 tulip bulbs set out during the year. 

Area.-This park has an area of 11.83 acres, and is bounded by Jerome Avenue, Creston 
Avenue, 193rd Street and the property of the St. James Protestant Episcopal Church. 

Means of Access.-The Sixth and Ninth Avenue "L " a t  155th Street station, via Jerome 
Avenue car running north; car passes the park. 

Third Avenue "L" a t  Fordham Station; the Bronx and Van Cortlandt surface car to  
Kingsbridge Road; walk one block south on Jerome Avenue. 

The park has six tennis courts; the remainder of the area is in a high state of cultivation 
with lawns, shrubs and trees. 

Improvements.-Small repairs were made to the 3,300 square yards of macadam paver 
ment on the road through the park. The iron fence measuring 1,798 feet in length and 5 feet 
in height was cleaned and painted. The comfort station and music stand were painted, and 
permanent seats to accommodate 30 people were installed in the stand. Flower beds con- 
taining 865 plants were set out. A border consisting of 1,600 herbaceous plants, in front of 
the plantation on the south side of the park, 650 feet long and 8 feet wide, was set out. 

Area.-This park has an area of 17.47 acres, and is located between East 153rd Street 
and East 161st Street, Walton and Mott Avenues. 

Means of Access.-The Sixth and Ninth Avenue "L" a t  155th Street Station, via 161st 
Street crosstown surface car to  Mott Avenue; walk one block south. 

Third Avenue " L" a t  161st Street, via 161st Street crosstown car; walk to  Mott Avenue; 
walk one block south. 

Bronx Park subway a t  Mott Avenue; walk two blocks north. 
The park is delightfully situated, on an elevation well above the street, is highly culti- 

vated, and contains a large shelter pavilion and comfort stations. 
The subway contractors who have occupied the southern portion of this park during the 

past three years have completed their work, and the grounds will be put in condition to 
install a playground and a baseball field there in the Spring of 1915. 

Improvements.-Permanent seats were installed in the shelter pavilion, to accommodate 
140 people, and the pavilion was repaired and painted. There were 2,695 plants set out 
in beds. 

Area.-This park has an area of 34.20 acres. 
Means of Access.-Bronx branch of the subway to 149th Street and Third Avenue 

station; thence three blocks east on 149th Street. 
The 149th Street crosstown line of the Union Railway passes the park, and it may also 

be reached via the 138th Street crosstown line, alighting a t  St. Ann's Avenue, and walking 
five blocks north. 

Special Features.-This park contains one base-ball diamond; two tennis courts; a play- 
ground; an4  the "school farms." This lattcr is a plot of land on which school children are 











permitted to raise vegetables. Each child is assigned a plot 6 feet by 12 feet. There are 
288 of these plots. The children furnish their own seed and utensils, and, of course, keep 
the produce. The department plows the ground in the Spring. The "school farms " are 
under the supervision and direction of the park foreman, the same as are the playgrounds. 

Improvements.-The first playground to be established in the parks of the borough was 
the one in this park. This playground was enclosed with a heavy galvanized iron fence 
396 feet long on two-inch galvanized iron post, and a privet hedge six feet high was planted, 
to screen the playground from the rest of the park. The ornamental iron fence 4,800 feet 
long and 5 feet high, enclosing this park, was repaired, desned and painted. 5,700 feet of 
dirt sidewalk on the 149th Street side of the park was covered with steam ashes. An artificia 1 
skating pond 600 feet long by 150 feet wide was constructed. The music stand was re- 
painted, and permanent seats for the accommodation of 40 people were installed. 

The large two-story brick building used as a comfort station was repaired to a con- 
siderable extent, and painted inside and outside. The toilet arrangements in this house, 
for both men and women, were renovated and enlarged in such a way as to make them far 
more sanitary than they previously were, and increased to twice their former capacity. 

During the year, 5,240 flowering plants were set out in beds. 
Christmas Tree.-This year, for the first time in the history of the Department, a 

Christmas Tree was erected in St. Mary's Park, in co-operation with the Parks and Play- 
grounds Association. 

This tree was erected upon a platform, and stood about fifty feet above the ground; 
it  was covered with three hundred electric lights, the current for which was contributed 
by the Edison Company. 

The Department allowed the use of the park for the purpose, and Commissioner Whittle 
contributed the tree. 

Miss Madeline L. Stevens, Play Supervisor of the Parks and Playgrounds Associa- 
tion, supervised the carrying out of the project, and to her in large measure is due the 
wonderful success of the occasion. 

Public subscriptions were taken through the newspapers of the borough, and $50 in 
cash was realized in this way. 

In  the afternoon of the day before Christmas athletic games were played by the chil- 
dren in the playground, and two hundred toys were given as prizes to the winners of the 
different contests. 

In  the evening three thousand cornucopias and packages of candy were distributed 
among the children present. I t  was estimated that more than five thousand children 
and older persons came to the Christmas Tree on Christmas Eve. 

The tree was kept in its place and lighted each night from Christmas to New Year's. 

This park has an area of 0.25 acres, and is located a t  the junction of 166th Street, 
Fulton and Franklin Avenues. 

Improvements.-Early in the year, the unsightly stone wall which was formerly located 
on the westerly side of this park, eight feet above grade, was taken down, and a rock- 
faced ashlar wall, 74 feet long, and with a stone coping 20 inches wide, was erected in its 
place. The new wall is 5 feet 6 inches high, and the bank above it  was graded with top soil 
and seeded. 

During the year, the Department set out in this park 27 trees, 156 shrubs, and 1,840 
bedding plants. 

This park has an area of 2.75 acres, and is located on the Harlem River slope in front 
of the grounds of the New York University. 




