











ecars using the many non-commerecial traffic varkways and expressways.
Speclal facilities in these parks, impossible to provide in smaller
areas, include picnic areas, boating on lakes, bridle paths, bowling
greens, archery ranges, botanical gardens, model airvlane fields

and model yacht ponds,

Teenagers and adults who like to dance may enjoy music by
some of the nation's top "name" bands on weckday evenings at
| Wollman Memorial in Central Park and other major parks in the flve
boroughs, Ten square dances have been arranged at Wollman Memorial
and Riverside Park., The Cuggenheim Memorial Concerts by the Goldman
Band are being given at the Mall on Sunday, Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday evenings, and Thursdays and Saturdays in Prospect Park. The
Naumburg Concerts and the Harlem Meer Concerts will be glven on
scheduled dates during the season.,

To add zest to the sports activities, a program of competitive
events have been scheduled, These include fishing contests for teen-
agers; swimming meets for boys and girls and swimmers registered with
the A.A.U.3 softball tournaments; tennis and golf tournaments which
are also open to men and women; and handball and horseshoe pitching
tournaments,

Other special events are the free performances of Marionette
shows by the Park Puppeteers and the Learn-to-Swim Programgs at park
pools for both children and adults,

Additional information about these activities may be secured
from Department of Parks borough ofifices or playgrounds. Locations
of recreational facilities in the parks and other information regard-
ing them 1s listed in the booklet - RECREATIONAL FACILITIES FOR NWW
YORKERS -~ which may be secured by sending a 4" X 9" gelf-addressed,

stamped envelope to Brochure, Department of Parks, New York 21, N.Y.
6-15-55
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The 1955 edition of the popular brochure, Recreational

Facilities for New Yorkers, is now available from the Department of

. Parks. The 32 page booklet may be obtained by sending a W' x 9"
stamped self-addressed envelope with each request to Brochure,
Department of Parks, New York 21, N. Y. or by calling in person at
any of the Park Department borough offices.

The wvariety and number of recreational facilities have
been expanded to such great extent that this booklet will be an aid
to everyone seeking recreation in New York City parks, The brochure
gives the location, numbers, and other pertinent facts about the

. most popuiar of these facilities,

Information is listed regarding Beaches and Pools, Golf
Course, Tennis and Boecie Courts, Pienic Areas, Music Groves, Bridle
and Bicycle Paths, Bowling Greens, Baseball and Softball Diamonds,
Boating and Boat Basins, Fishing Areas, Model Airplane Fields and
Model Yacht Ponds, Botanical and Children's Gardens, Museums and
Historical Points, Pony Rides, Carousels, Stadia, Running Tracks and
"Zoos. Also included are fall and winter recreation areas such as
Football, Soccer, Cricket and Hockey Fields, Roller and Ice Skating
Rinks, and Coasting Areas.

Other types of information available in the boocklet are
fees charged for lockers and dressing rooms at beaches and for special

services such as suit, towel, and beach chair and umbrella rentals;



pars and yérdages of the ten municipal golf courses and cost of
permitss hours of operation at pools and skating rinks and time of
free periods for young children; facilities available at picnic areas;
types of tennis courts and cost of permits for their use; fees charged
for boating on park lakes and the number of boats available at each

laske. There is also a section devoted to travel directions to the

most popular facilities,

6-1-55
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Over 170 milliion vialts to New York Clty's parks and play-
grounds were tiade by people seeking active recreation during the
year 1954. This is an increase of more than 40 million visits over

. 1953, Additional millions used the parks for more passive recrea-
tional pursults such as walking, reading, nature study, rest and
relaxation,

The greater portlion of the Department of Parks year~round
recreation program is conducted in neigbborhood playgrounds. With
the addition of the 30 new playgrounds opened in 1954, there are
now 627 of thess neighborhood playgrounds in the park system. To
the limit of 1ts resources the Park Department endeavors to provide

. safe, clean recreational fecilitles for each community in the city.
Only lack of funds, exorbitant costs, or the fact that no unencum-
bered land is available has prevented construction of such facili-
ties in avery residential community. As children do not take holl-
days from play, the park playgrounds are open for use 365 days of
the year.

The larger parks and recreation areas which have speclal
facilities such as beaches, swimming pools, picnic grounds, bridle
paths, golf courses, and tennis courts attracted In 1954 more than
67 millilon visitors,

In 1954, city-wide park tournaments and contests drew
110,000 contestants who competed in basketball, swimming, tennls,

{eontinued)
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golf, roller skating, marbles, boxing, track and field, handball,
horseshoe plteching, speed and figure skating, egg rolling, barber
shop hamony, daneing, snd fishing., Outdoor concerts and dances

in the major parks during the summer months attracted an attendance
of over 360,000 persons,

The Wollmen Memorial outdoor ice skating rink in Central
Park and Flushing Meadow ice and roller skating rinks were used by
over 537,000 skaters, about 50,000 of these were children 1l years
of age and under who were admitted to the free sessions on Saturday
mornings and on mormilngs during the Easter and Christmas school va-
cations,

The existing St. Mary's Recrsation Center 1n the Bronx with
complete indoor recreational facilities and 25 other smaller centers
are cperated at hours sulted to the needs of all age groups. In
195l these centers averagsd 10,000 daily, Centers such as these
with thelr speclal Ffacllities and attractive programs, must be pro-
vided for communitlées where other agencles dc not have suitable
facilitles or where programs must be curtalled because of limited
space available in bulldings primarily designed for other purposes,

The budget dollars expended for parks and playgrounds bene-
fit# every man, woman and child and meke our city s more attractive

place in which to live, work, and play.

12/29/54
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The Department of Parks announces the opening to the
. nublic of a new sitting area located at 205th Street and Perry
Avenuelin the Bronx.
This new 0.326 acre sitting area is adjacent to the
Mosholu Public Library and may be used by the patrons of this
institution during pleasant weather as well as the residents of
the local community. A sand pit for small fry is also provided
with benches for guardians of the children and the entire perimeter

has been landscaped with shade trees and a lawn area.

6-10-55
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The Department of Parks announces the Senior 0dd Weight
Lifting Championships COmpétition to be held in St, Mary's
Recreation Center, East 145th Street and St, Ann's Avenue, the
Bronx, on Saturday, Janﬁary 29, 1955 at 7:30 P,M. The meet is
sponsored by the Bronx Lodge #8871, B.P. 0,E. and sanctioned by
Metropolitan Associlation, the A,A.U. and is open to all male
registered amateur athletes 1ln the Metropolitan Association,
Further information may be obtained at St. Mary's Recreation
Center, CY 2-725%,

L I R .
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The Department cordially invites the people of the City

. of New York to Open House Week at St. Mary'!s Recreation Center at
S5t. Ann's Avenue and St. Mary's Street in the Bronx,

St. Mary's, the first in the Department's program of

large scale recreation centers, has been in operation for four

~ years and has proved of immense importance to the people of south
Bronx, We invite you to see the varlety of activities from arts
and crafts'to-swimming.

Attached 1is program of events for the week,

Attach. |
L.15-55
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HIGHLIGHTS - OPEN HOUSE WEEK -~ APRIL 18 - 24 1955

ST, MARY'S RECREATION CENTER

‘Mon, April 18 INDOGR POOL - 4:00 P.M,
Novelty Swimming Events - Junior Groups:
Water Safety Demonstration.

Exhibits of Handwork - 7:00 P.M,
Arts & Crafts Room =~ Manual Training Shop

Wed., April 20 Little Theatre - 3:30 P.M,
Films - The 1952 Olymplic Games

Gymnasium - 7:30 & 8:30 P,M. - All Star
Invitation Basketball.
1st Game: Intermedlate Division Tournament
. Champions for 1955 -
The Ramblers vs the Intermediate All-Stars

2nd Game: Senior Division Tournament Champlons
for 195% -
N.¥. Gothams vs The Cavaliers-1954% Winners

Following the games, trophles will be awarded to
teams that finished first and second in the
195%~55 St. Mary's Center Basketball Tournament,
in the Intermediate, Senior A and Senior B -
Divisions.

- Senior Games Room - 7:%0 P.M,
Spring Social Dance & Entertalnment -
Senior & Adult Groups
. Music by 4-pe. Orchestra

Thurs, April 21 Gymnasium - 7:30 P.M, Novice Weightlifting Meet
Dept., of Parks - Met. Assn. AAU
There will be four weéight Classes ~ in the three
Olydplc Lifts

Fri. April 22 Indoor Pool -~ 4:00 P,M. ~ Novelty Swimming Races
Intermediate Groups
Achlevement Tests - Novelty Events and Water
Safety Demonstration

"ST. MARY?!S NIGHT" - Gymnasium 7:30 P.M,
A series of 12 Events consisting of Gymnastile
Exhibitions, Sports Skills, Stunts, Dances
and Drills presented by the members of St, Marys
Recreation Center, Participating in the pro-
gram that wlll depicet some of the Recreational
Activities offered at the Center, will be the
Junior and Intermediate Boys! Gymnasium Groups,
Girls Gym and Dance Groups, Teen-age Girls
Gymnastlc Class, Mothers Gym Group, Boxing Room
Group and the S% Mary'!s Gymnastic Team.

-HOTe-



Sat, April 23 Age Group Swimming Meet - Indoor Pool - 2:30 P.M,
Sponsored by Dept, of Parks
8 Events for AAU Members
2 Events closed to Park Dept (non-AAU) Members
Trophies to 1st, 2nd & 3rd place winners in each
event.

"AQUA-FANTASY" -~ A Water Show - Indoor Pool -
7:3C P.M, Presented by the St, Mary's Recrea-
tion Center Aquatic Group, A program of Water
Ballet, Synchronized Swimming under Fluorescent
Light, and Native Dances of the Islands.

A AU, Gymnastic Meet - Novice, Junior & Senior
Divisions - Gymnasium 8:00 P.M., Sponsored by
Dept, of Parks

Two Bvents in each Division plus ¢me Open Event
Tumbling for the Met., Jr, AAU Championship.
Trophies awarded to lst, 2nd & 3rd in each event

sun. April 24 INTER-COUNTY SWIMMING MEET - Indoor Pool - 2:00PM
Invitation Swimming Meet

ADMISSION TO ALL ST. MARY'S OPEN HOUSE ACTIVITIES IS FREE
THE PUBLIC IS CORDIALLY INVITED TO VISIT THE CENTER.

4-15-59
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The Department of Parks announces a Swimming Meet AL

“to be held at St. Mary's Recreation Center, East 145th Street
and 3t. Ann's Avenue, Bronx, on Friday; February 11, 1955 at
.‘ : 7:30 p.m. The meet is sponsored by the David W. Gentle Post
#618 American legion, and sanctioned by Metropolitan Assocla-
tion, the A. A. U, It is oven to boys and girls registered
with the Metropolitan Association., The swimming events for
boys range from 10 years or under to 16 years; for girls, from
11 years to 16 years,
Further information may be obtained at St, Mary's
Recreation Center, CY 2.72%,

* K ok ok K
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On December 6, 1954 the Department of Parks asked for
contributions to the re-activated Governor Smith Memorial Fund

for repairs to the statue of Governor Alfred E. Smith in Governor
‘ Smith Houses Playground. The cooperstion of various agencies and_
the generosity of many New Yorkers have provided funds to psy for
the installation of new hronze plaques to replace lettering destroys-
ed by vandals, |
A contract has been awarded and work will be completed
on or about April 4, 1955.
The memorial was originally dedicated on July 1, 1950
when the Memorial Committee asked that "the 01d Neighborhood revere
i»_ and protect the shrine of its greatest son, and that the children
of tomorrow seek to imitate his eharacter and achievements.” Vandals
have not honored this request and the lettering and granite have

been damaged, The contract now in force will repair this damage.,

1-21-595
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The Department of Parks announces that roller skating

at the Wollman Memorial Skating Rink will terminate at the close
' . of business, Sunday June 12, 1955,

Starting Tuesday, June 14, 1955, this facility will
operate daily from 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., except on Tuesday and
Thursday evenings, as a free recreational area, with shufflieboard
courts in operation, Cues and discs will be avallable free of
charge.

On Thursday evenings starting June 16, free Name Band
dances under the stars, again sponsored by the Consolidated Edison
' . Company, will be held from 8:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

- On Tuesday evenings starting June 21, free square dancing
sponsored by a civic minded organization, will be held from 8:30 p.m.
to 10:30 p.m.

The Wollman Memorial Rink is located to the west of
Central Park Zoo, opposite 64th Street, and may be reached by the
B.M.T. subway to Fifth Avenue station, the East Side I.R.T, subway

to the 59th Street station, or the Independent subway to Columbus
Circle. |

6-6~55
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The Department of Parka'announces that ice/skating will

.terminate at the Wollman Memorial Rink in Central Park at the close
of business on Sunday, April 17, 1955. |
Since the beginning of the current ice skating séason,

. 360,000 persons of all ages have used this facility. With the
coming of spring and warmer weather, people are turning to baseball,
tennis, fishing, boating and other outdoor sports.

- Starting Saturday, April 23; 1955, the Wollman Memorial
Rink will reopen for roller skating with sessions as follows:
AFTERNOON SESSTIONS .....s... 2330 to 6:00 P.M,
BVENING SESSIONS ...oe00ss 8200 to 11:00 P.M.
ADMISSION CHARGE FOR ALL SESSIONS .... 10¢

./ Persons bringing their own skates will be permitted to use
them, provided they are equipped with fiber or wooden wheels. The
Park Department will rent clamp-on skates at 25¢ and shoe skates
.ét 50¢ a session. |

The skating rink in the City Building in Flushing Meadow
Park also will close for the season on Sunday, April 17th. Total

attendance for the season was 290,000,

* & . & L |
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The 5th Annual Wollman Ice Carnival, postponed because

of inclement weather on March 5, will be held on Saturday, March 19
. at 12 Noon at the Wollman Memorial Rink, 64th Street off Fifth
Avenue in Central Park.

In addition to figure skating and speed skating contests,
the program will feature more than a dozen skating exhibitions by
soloists, pair skaters, trios, and groups,

Mies Kate Wollman whose generosity made possible the
construction of the rink, is the sponsor of this carnival and will
award.the prizes to the winners of the competitive events,

."l The Department of Parks extends a cordial invitation to
the publie to attend on Saturday. There will be no charge for
admission, The usual Saturday morning free period for youngsters

14 years of age and under will termlnate at 11 A.M.
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The 5th Annual Wollman Ice Carnival will be held on
Saturday, March 5 at 12 Noon at the Wollman Memorial Rink,
" 64th Street, off Fifth Avenue, Central Park,

In addition to figure skating and speed skating contests,
the program will feature more than a dozen skating exhibitions
by soloists, pair skaters, trios, and groups.

Miss Kate Wollmen whose generosity made possible the
construction of the rink, 1s the sponsor of this carnival and
will award the prizes to the winners of the competitive events,

The Department of Parks extends a cordial invitation to

.J the public to attend on Saturday. There will be no charge for
admission. The usual Saturday morning free period for youngsters

14 years of age and under will terminate at 11 A.M,

3-2-55





