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e 1/7/37 - 553

1/19/37 -~ 539

One-millionth visitor to the 3 new p.l.ay c" __

Bids receivra. for Horace Harding Blvd Bri&ge }@r flushing river
and for a boat basin bulkhead cn Fluah .Bay in Flushing Meddows Park, -

-~

1/29 /87 ~ 540 - Firg part of Gorman Memorial Park will be opened to public 1/29/37 m'-"—f’"‘h

r

-'._--{43-;;"‘“{ R/2/37 - 541 - Bids received in Albany for completicn of bridges and roadways on m:snn‘-
3 Henry Hudson Parkway bet, 289 and 253rd sts. in Riverdale Section. :

2/4/37 - 542 - Bids received in Albany (4) for the construc. of a bridge to carry .~
69th Road cver the flushing river in FJ.usthg Meadow Park. -

2/15/37 - 543 - Plans for Bronx-¥hi testone Bridge project.

544 - Bids opened on contract for moving,stockpiling and processing

2/24/37
' topsdil material in Flushing meadow park on 2/24/6?.

2/25/37 545 - Ccmplet:.on of redesign and reconstruction of St.Gabriclts Parkmw.)*/‘} !
‘. i _ and reopened on 2/25/37. : o R

3/20/37 - 546 - Completion of boat repair shop at Randall'a Island for Police Debt: L

' Also reopen playgzround in Corlears Hook Pk., recreation bldg, at t ‘-\
Carmine & Downing Sts., new playground at Liberty Ave. & 102nd Stey,

oo Queens and new recreation bldg. in Raymond O'Comnor Fk., Quoens, y -

v
o d
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Amnouncement that applications for Golf & Temnis Pemits
will be received. ' !

1,000,000 car using Henry Hudséon Ploway, COnstruction of new upper

level of bridge. DBondholders asked tq consent $0 new issue of
$2,000,000. U?ith Picture) Ca pix ,

Comm, Moses requests Series A Bondholders $3,100,000 to grant. con-
sent to issuance of §2,000,000 Series B Bonds in order to build
upper level to Henry Hudson Bridge over Spuyten Duyvil (Pleture)

Completion of alterations on Tavern-On~-The Green & Claremont Inn,
Recreation Bldg. in Jay Hood Wright Pk., Men. in Bklyn., at Union
Stey Bet, Van Brunt St, & Hamllton Ave., in Queens at 135th & Linw
coln Sts., also at 92nd St. & S6th Ave. and at Crocheron Yk.

cs P
Karl H. Gruppe engaged 40 reproduce original design of statue

of Henry Hudson o0 be placed at Spuyten Duyvil, opposite 227th
Ste Also acquisition of lend to form NMemorial Park to Bermard

S. Deutsch,  (Pleture)}> ~0OQ

Bids opened for contract for test borings to be mads along the
shore of Flushing Bay, Names of biddera & figures submitted,
algo engineer's estimate.

Opening of reereation bldg., in Sty James Pk, (X-44), C P"x)
Erection of stainless steel statues at Astoria ?rinmingﬁol. _

West Side Improvement will be completed next fall, Lift
bridge over Jamaica Inlet, conngcting Bklyn, & Queens will
bhe opened in summer, 3 PiX :

Parks Department announces the opening of nine of the ten
municipal golf courses. -

Marine Parlweay Authority announces the tak:lng of estimates
for grading and paving of Jacob Rils Park.

Opening of playgrounds «- Brooklyn, New Utrecht Avenue & 70th
Street == Queens, Crocheron Park., Also of remodeled parks ~=
Rockefeller Playground, 63rd Street & York Avenue. At _
West 45th Stree%, Menhattan, new plsyground. Stuyvesant Park,
Second Avenue between 15th & 17th Streets, rehabilitated.
Pictures, .

 Closing of play centers for cleaning in preparation of new

geason. Swimming pools to reopen at 10 a, m., Saturday,
Mey 29th. Figures for winter use of play spaces. /

Hearing befors Committee of U. S. Senete on Commerce, Wedw
nesday morning, 10:30, in capitol for uthorization of

2,500,000 for improvements to Flushing Bay/ R, o i permianb .

Bidas for paving and trolley track relocatioh of main artery
crossing Flushing Meadows Park along Horace Herding Blvd.

- .-
AR
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562 - Postponement of Split Rock'Golr Coufsa opening,

563 « Bids opened in Albany by State Dept. for paving Hubtchinson
.River Parkway extension in-Pelham Bay Park.Dept of Plante
& Structures will let contracts for widening Zastchester
 Creek Bridge. 3
564 = Announcement of second annual opportunity conteat for
amateur musiclana, ’

568 =~ Split Rock Golf Course opened to public Saturday, May 1st.

566 « Anmouncement thet Taverneom~the-Green end Claremont Restaurant B
will reopen May lst. Pictures. o S

567 « Opening of new playground & twe remodeled park bulldings on
May lst: Playground, part of Broocklyn Bridge Pleza development.
Buildings -- one dm Clov Lekes Park end one in La Tourette.
Pictures. ( ook | .

568 = Tulilp beds throughout city == Pelhem Parkway, Mt. Eden
Avenue, Van Cortlandt Park, etc.

569 - Students from Collegé of Architecture, Cornmell University,
visit Central Park, West Side Improvement, Triborough Bridge,
etc. to study landscaped properties.

570 = Per dlem employes to be paid in full on rainy days. Open
: lotter over commissionerts aignature on this;and arrangement .
for sessonal employee on revenue producing facllities,

571 = Opening of Mary Harrimen Rumsey Flayground, Central Park, /

Friday, May 7th, Pictures. (L D Pix

572 e« Correspondence between Col., Somervell and Commissioner
Moses with regard to WPA lay-offas.

573 =~ Flanting of treea and shrubs throughout city parks and .
parkways. \ _

574 = Bids for grading and peving roads and pérk!:ng spaces on
Randall's Island together with incidental drainage structures.
topsoiling, firrigetion and fencing. . '

575 ~ 'Bida opened ,in Albany by State Dept. for paving Lawrence
Btreet, Rodmam Street, & Horace Herding Blvd. General
develpment plan for Flushing Meadow Park & & marginal roads.

576 - Closing 142 playgrounds due to layoff of 429 WPA play
v leaders, Civil service personnel will‘ be assigned.

577 - Marine Parkway Authority bids for grading Rockaway Inlet

Shore and bulkhegding. Pictures. C fvx ’

572 =  Erection of two bronze figures, Central Park 2;00 con=-
- cession Restaurant. Dancing Bear and Dancing Goat.
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nﬂus:Schﬁ 5/24/37 - 879 = Eetter from Commissioner Moses to Jeremish Meguire about
: ' pollution of city waters, List of facilities of publice
recreational advantages, - '

3

L
s

Lﬁ?;5/37 - 580 «~ Last section of new bridge spenning Jamaica Inlet, connect= :
ing Brooklyn & Queens was placed lfay 24th. Jacob Riis Park will b
opened June 23rd. Bathhouse facilities 10 000, Parking
facilities for 14,000,

L57£;/37 - 58l « Bids for New York 01ty building in Flushing Meadow Park.
: Bullding to be converted to 1ndoor recreational usage in
vermanent park layout. [

[}{29/5? ‘= 82 = First Naumburg conoert takes place on Memorial Ba%, Mé@r 30th,
e Central Park Mell. Progrem. C BScchuns -

L8727/37 = 583 « Reopening 12 swirming pools, May 29th, 10 e&. m. Eleven
opened lest yesr, twelfth opened in Faber Park, Richmond,
= was opened five years. Pools listed.
| - \5/€7/37 ~ 584 ~ Children's garden at Fort Greene Perk, Brooklyn, sowed
‘ - firat seeds in garden plots. .

(,5{58/3? - 585 « Letter to Allyn R+ Jennings from H,. L. Peckham, also 001onel
' Somervell, from Robert Moses, in reference to a 5,000
Yeduction in personnel.

.l-§f§§/37. - 586 ~ Schedule of dramas, concerts and dancing ih boroﬁgh parks,

. Jouvs
l«873}57 = 8587 « Change of schedule in timc’for twelve outdoor swimming pools.

t/6712/3? = 588 = Opening of playground, Fifth Avenue betwucn 130th and 131st
: - Streets, Manhattan., In Brooklyn at Avenue "L" between East
17th end E st 18th. Pletures. ( | ecrune, —

. E - p : N 3 .
rT\: 5 Cl4ﬂﬁ;?37 - 589 = Leftter to Boerd of Eatimate from Commizsioner Moses in refere
ad ence to West Side Improvement, also schedule for additional
work.,

kﬁ?é}S? - OB9A =~ Towers of thé Bronx-Whitestone Bridge «= proposals for con- -

. gtruction. Bids to be opened June 23rd. Blds for con~
gtruction of the tower plers and anchorage foundations were
opened on June 8th, N

B{Ig/37 = 590 -~ lLetter from Moses to Somervell and sdmervell to Moses, re
working eight men eight hours overtime at Randall's Island.

ﬁrﬁncﬁ»)cw 6/16/37 -~ %91 =~ Opening of new beaches at Jacob Riia and Orohard Beach,
_ Fridey, June 25th, _

k6?18/37 « 592 «  PFinals of second annual musical instrument contest on the
; : Mall, Jun une $9th, 2: 30.

W

. e ——
\ﬁf&9/37 - 593 = Short resume on For Tryon Park with pictures of flower
gardens, < X . .



%752/5? - 594 = Chenge of hours 1in twelve swimming poolﬁ opened May 29%h,

L57§;/37 - 595 « Dedication of plague in homor of Lillian Wald, June 29th,
at playground at Cherry & Gouverneur Sirescts.

o 25/37 « 598 = TFinals of magic contest, Sunday, June 27th, 2:30 p. m.
' on the Mall,

' Q}S(/S'? - 597 = Exercises in connection with the completion of Fort Greene
' : Park, Tuesday, June 29th, at 1 p. m. Resume of work.

\8/30/37 - 598 - Second Neumburg Concert, Central Park Mall, July 4th, 8:15.

i b o i

/37 = 599 == Opening ceremony Marine Parkway Bridge, 10130 &, m., July 3rd,

. .Mﬁ/:w . = 600 ~ New playground, Séventh‘ Avenue & 86th Street, Broeklyn, and
- Crotona Park East and Charlotte Street, Bronx. Remodeled
building at Vietory Blvd end Park Road, Richmond. ( :;L(a.-x)

g N 14/37 - 601 « Completion of issuance of 2,000,000 in 3} per cent. bonds

E ' }Q/ upper level, Henry Hudaon Bridge. “Verk to be done described.
. . ?

: . 12{1%/37 - 602 = Bids opened for test borings propoaed bulkhead wall along

. Shors Road ‘Brooklyn. *

i ~ L/fji?/37 - 603 =~ Opening new playground, 179th Place, North of Jemaica Avenue,

3 ’ : and at Sayres Avenue, between 172nd Street & Merrick Roed,

. T Queens., New brick building at 16lst Street between Second .

i & Third Avenues,Menhattan qnd mew brick building in Highbridge
Park. Pictures. [ Pk : :

7fl9/37 - 604 - TFxercises July 20th in all playgrounds in Menhattan, Bronx,
: Brooklyn & Richmond for inducement of children.

\2/19/57' - 605 = Letter to Hon, William O'Reiliy from Commissioner reference

:“'; . to President Street Bathg.

mcssu)O; 7/20/37

.

e

806 -~ Park Dept. received bids £or grading new roadway through
Inwood H1ill Park. This is rirst contract to be paild out
of new 2,000,000 bond issue. Wg

T e Jr—

_L77§4/57 = 607 = Opening three new playprounda & new automobile parking field.
- In Queens at 173rd Strset & 106th.Avenue; at 174th Place &

. 112th Avenue; in Richmond, Beechwood Avenue between Cleveland
Street & Crescent Avenus, New parking Yield in Astoria Park,
Pictures. -

e e e i et e i 8 AP

\;/é6/37 - 608 =« Completion of concrete bandshell & outdoor damce floor at
_ - Colonial Park. Listing of seven areas for free outdoor
. dancing. : S '

Lﬂ7§é/3? - 609 ~ Opening of five playgrounds by Mayor La Guardia: Brooklyh -=

o Pitkin & New Yorsey Avenues; Howard, Pacific & Dean Strests;
Lafayette & Reed Avenues, TBronx - 182nd Street & Belmont
Kvenue, Queens ~-  Woodalde Avenue between 82nd & S4th Streets.

t

;\ S 9/%7 610 ~ Third Neumburg series, Central Park Mall, Tuly 31at
i % ’ g

A _ _ \ _ _ * Programs,
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The third concert of the lHaumburg series
of concerts will be given on the !Mall, Central Park,

on Saturday July 31 at 8:15 P.M.

Jeffrey Harris will conduct the Naumburg
Orchestra and J. Alden Edkins, Bass-Baritone, will

be the-guest soloista

This 1is the Memorial Concert convrihuted
by the sons of Mr, Xlkan Nauwmburs on the auniversary

of hig death,

End



ELKAN NAUMBURG

MEMORIAL CONCERT

SATURDAY EVENING, JULY 31st, 1937

EICHT FIFTEEN O'CLOCK

CENTRAL PARK Pl ON THE MALL
THE NAUMBURG ORCHESTRA, Jaffrey Harris, Conductor
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THE MALL—CENTRAL PARK
Saturpay Evemineg, Jury 31st, AT 8:15 o'cLock
MEMORIAL CONCERT
THE NAUMBURG ORCHESTRA
JAFFREY HARRIS, Conductor

J. Aipen Epkins, Bass-Baritone, Soloist
Lﬂ@?ﬂd%
&
®

“The Star Spangled Banner”

Adagio Sostenuto from the Sixth Symphony . Tschaikewsky
In MeEMmoRY oF ELkaN NAUMBURG
Founder of these Concerts

Overture—“Barber of Seville” . ., . . . . . Rosstni
Andante Sostenuto from the First Symphony . . . Brahms
“Slavonic Dances” . . . . . . . . . . . Dvorak
“Il1 Lacerato Spirite” from “Simon Bocanegra™ . . Verdi

J. Alden Edkins

Introduction and Cortege from “Coq d'0Or” . Rimsky-Korsakoff
INTERMISSION

Concert Overture in C Minor . . . . . . Jeffrey Harris

{a) Introduction to Act Three {rom “Lohengrin”
(b} Prelude to Act Three from “Die Meistersinger” » Wagner

(c) Entrance of the Gods into Valhalla )

Song of the Fiea e Moussorgsky
J. Alden Edkins

Waltz—"Tales from the Vienna Woods” . . . . Strouss

Final from the Fourth Symphony . . . . Tschaikowsky

“America”




T HIS CONCERT is contributed by MR, WALTER
W. NauMBURG and MR. GEORGE W. NAUMBURG, sons of
Mr. ELkan NaumBurG, whe donated the bandstand on
The Mall and lived to see it put to the purpose he had

in mind of erecting a veritabie Temple of Music.

Mr. Erkan Naumsure had been impressed with the
need of an adequate bandstand in Central Park by reason
of his custom, long years in practice, of contributing
Orchestral Concerts of high quality, in the cause of good
music for the people, on three holidays, Memorial Day,
Fourth of July and Labor Day. His sons, continuing this
custom in his memory, have added a fourth concert to
the NauMBURG series by giving a similar concert on

July 3lst, the anniversary of their father’s death,

TrE NAUMBURG concerts for the season of 1937 are
therefore set down for May 30th, at 8:15 P. M., July
dth, at 8:15 P. M., July 31st, at 8:15 P. M., and Sep-
tember 6th, at 8:15 P. M. These dates to be remembered

by lovers of good music.




CITY OF NEW YORK

Hon, FioreLrLo H. LaGuarpia, Mayor
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h Mayor LaGuardia will open five playgrounds, constructed
by the Department of Parks with relief labor and funds, on Friday,
July 30th, at 4:00 P, M, Separate exercises will be held at each

of the following playgrounds:

BROOKLYN - Pitkin and New Jersey Avenues
Howard, Pacific and Dean Streets -

Lafayette and Reid Avenues

-~

BRONX '~ 182nd Street and Belmont Avenue
QUEENS - Woodside Avenue between 52nd and 54th Streets.

The Mayor will be p;eSent at the Queens playground at
Woodside Avenue, 52nd and 54th Streets, Besides the Mayor and Park
Commissioner Robert Moses, Honorsble Joseph J. Kraebel, Alderman of the
60th Queens Aldermanic District, and Mr. Pierce H., Power, Vice-President
of the Queens Chamber 6f Comuerce will participate in the cersmonies.
_The exercisas wiil be broadcast to each of the other plgygrounds and

amplified by separate public address systems.

These playgrounds are five of the twenty~four sites in
neglected areas selected by the Commissioner of Parks and acquired
by condemnation after authorization by the Board of Estimate and Ap~

portionment on July 15, 1936,

Owing to the ever-increasing demand for roller-skating
facilitiea, four of the now playgrounds are equipped with modern
rollar-skating tracks, and gll are completely equippéd'W1th play

apparatus and are appropriately landscaped.

e i
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TO COMIISSIONZR [90SES

FROM A R JENNINGS

THE FOLLOWI] f0UR APPROVAL:
 DEPARTHENT OF PARKS FOR RELEASE JULY Z7TH,KBHE 1937.
| ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK

TEL. REGENT 4-1000 | .

THE PARK DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCES THE COMPLITION OF THE BRICK AND &
CONCRETE BAND SHELL AND GRANOLITHIC OUTDOOR DANCE FLOOR AT COLONIAL PARY,
SRADHURST AVENUE AND 147TH STREET IN THE HARLE/ SECTION OF HANHATTAN ON
TUESDAY NIGHT JULY 27TH.

MAYOR LA GUARDIA, PARK COMMISSIONER ROBERT WOSES_AND BILL
ROSINSON, THE RADIO AND WOVIE STAR, WILL BE PRESENT AT—$436—P.i. TO !
OFFICIALLY OPEN THE AREA FOR THE DANCING WHICH WILL BE HELD EVERY SUC-
CZEDING TUESDAY NIGHT FROM 8$30 Poie TO 10330 P.ife BILL ROBINSON WILL
ADD TO THE ENTERTAINMENT TONIGHT BY GIVING GOHE—OT~ 5 IR I FABLE T -
 HIBITIONf OF DANCING.

THE FOLLOWING SEVEN AREAS ARE ALSO OPEN FOR FREE OUTDOOR
DANCING IN THE CITY PARK SYSTEM DURING THE SUWMER HMONTHS FROW 8130 Pi

TO 10230 Paide

LOCATION SCHEDULE
1YALL, CENTRAL PARK | TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS
PROSPECT PARK PICNIC GROUNDS FONDAYS

VULLALY RECREATION CENTER- WEDNESELAYS

JACKSON HEIGHTS PLAYGROUND MONDAYS

11C DONALD PLAYGROUND WEDNESDAYS

ROOSEVELT PLAYGROUND | FRIDAYS

ASTORTA POOL _ EVERY SECOND FRIDAY

OK AZ
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The Department of Perks announces the openring of three new\

playgrounds and a new awtomobile perking field today

 In Queens, at 173rd Street and 106th Avenue, the ﬁew play-
ground for the North Jamaica is the first section of a large recreational
arca whj.ch is being constructed to be completed., It is for small children
and has slides, gwings, see-saws, sand tables, play houses and a rectang-
ular wading poel which can be used for volleyball wher not in use aé a
pools Benches and shode trees are also providod.‘ When the entire area
is completed, it will have facilities for baseball, football, tenmnis,
rollor-gkating, basketball, horseshoc pitching and peddle tennis, os well
as & four lap, mile running track.

At 174th Plepe and 112th Avenue, in St, Aldans Memerizal Pork,
the nlew' playground is equipped with sco-sows, swings, slides, junglc gym,
merry vhirl, play houses, sand tables end@ a concreto shower begin, Pore

.' manent concreto benchog and_ shede treces care glso part of the landscaped
layout .

In Astoria Park under the Triborough Bridge, the new parking
ficld has o conerete surfaco fmd will accormodatc 384 cars, No foeo is
charged for tho usc of this facility, which shoulé provids groat convoen~
ience for patrong of the popular Astoria pool, which has had as neny ;'-“8
14,619 vigitors in one day.

In the new Brighton soction of Richmomd, ot Becchwood Avenue
betwoen Cloveland Stroet and Crescont Aveonuc, the now pleyground has o
fully equippod smell children's scction bosides facilitlies for handball,
bagketbnll, horscshoe pitching, paddle tennis, _shurfle hoard snd softball
for older chiJ_.dren and adults.  Here, too, benches nnd shede treocs are
also provideds |

¥nd
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The Park Department announces thst ¥avor LsGuardis, Perk Comnissioner
Eobert Roges, Hon, Jzwes J. lLyons, President of the Bornugh of the
Bronx, Hon. James A. Deering, Alderran of the k7th District, Victor:

- Ridder, Vorks Progress &dministretor zn? Roderick Stephens, Presidmmt -
of the Bronx Boerd of Trade wili spesk at the dedlcation evercises
coincident #ith the oovninﬁ of the ncw bathing beach snd bath house
facilities 8% Orchard & Beach, Pelhsn Bsy Park on Ssturday, July 25th
at 13100 F.¥. - .

Although the entire development, & %PL »roject, hss not been com-
pleted, the facilities to be opened includs & urcscent-Shaped white
sard beach spproximetely 200 feet wide at high tide, and 2530 feet
long facing the Sound; s beach walk end concrete seawsll, which forms
the backbone of the besch: two temporary nerking fields that will . ac-
cosimodate 500 cere end ¢ seotldn of the two-story hath house having

o le88 loskers for men snd 549 1oukers and 1:? éressing rooms for women.

: :A nex “our-line trefiic reliel rosd srvroximately two miles long,

- runniing from Lestermn Bouleverd to the bath house, eliminateﬂ the f0r~
mer narrow circuitous roiute irom Fastem Bouleverd to Litr Island.

Pus an? taxi service will be in operntlon from tﬁe ~ath house to the
Pelhsm Bay station of the -exington svenue line o the Interborough -
ﬁa id Transit. L

. ¥hen comnleted, Orchard Heuch wlll compars raversbiy with Jones Seach,
- Over 115 acres of land will have becn added to Pelhew Rur Park Yy the
addition of Tetween ,VOO,OOO to 4,000,020 cubic yards ot {1ll and the
new beach, approximately one mile long, will not occupy anﬁ land thaet
wae formerly part of the nark.

There will be & brick vavilion with lim-:stone trim sn i colonmades of
simplified Greek archlitecturs, with lockers snd :ressing room lecilities
- for over 5490 persons, & cefeteris, rest rooms snd = loggie terrace on
the second floor facing the Sound; & ¥all 253 Teet @ide and 1400 feet
long, with benches and trees along the edges, connecting the bath house
#ith & large lagoon for smell bosting, This lake wlll be rrovided with
a tidal dam to kpnp the water at & permsnent level. : -

In the Rodmen Neck section there »ill be parking spsce for TOX) carsy
athletic fields with nlne baseball diamonds, seven football flelds, -
thirty-two temnis courts, a completely equipped children's play ares
and & field house with dressing room, lockers, toilet and shower faci~
Tities, & smell boat harbor will be vrovided. The Split Roek and .

© Pelhen Say Gol{ Courses and Golf House, alouad one mile distant from

'_the beach, were opened thie spring.

"The entire development ig Iitted into & tandscana scheme taking fu¢1 ad-

' 'ventage of the natural rocky hillsi:iee &ni weeded aress.
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TeL. REGE o0
e Jaly 17,1937,

Hon, William O'Reilly, | é 0 ..S

472 Baltic Street
Brooklyn, N, Y,
Dear Alderman:

T note in the press that you were one of the speakers
at a rally of South Brooklyn residents to protest about the pro-
gress of work on the President Street bathhouse, and at this
meeting a bathtowel march, whatever that is, on the Mayo: at the
Sunmer City Hall, was suggested by Assemblyman Mangano,

I had already explained the situation to the Assembly-
man, and his attitude indicates clearly that he is more interésted
in meking a personal and political issue out of this'mattgr than
he is in qoing something for the peopls of your cqmmunity. I was
surprised, however, at your presence at the rally, and assume that
you do not know the facts,

The facts are as follows:

ls  The President Sﬁreet bath was a disgraceful institution,
far from providing facilit;es for large ﬁumﬁers of people of your
district during the summer. It had only a very small pool, not
mich ﬁore than a large bathtub, By no stretch of iﬁagination
coul& more than fifty people have us?d this pool, at one time,
with any degree of safety or comfort, The wator in this pool was
polluted with raw scwage which leaked in from an adjacent‘sewer
main, and the entire building was constructed wiﬁh an incredible
lack of intclligence and skill. As a matter of fact, it could
not possibly have pussed an honest building inspection at the
time it was constructed.

2. This building was also used for tub and shower baths,
The actuzl records showed & very small usage for this purpose,
and indicated beyond any guestion that far from being a great
neighborheod attraction, these baths had few users. Incidentally,
there was a great decal of potiy thievery and other troubles, duc
to the mixing of grown-ups and children.

3. This building was turnsd over to the Park Dopartment by

the Borough Preosidont of Brooklyn for reeconstruetion and becauso
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of the bad conditions thore. Our studios indicate that the
propor use wgs as & local gymnasium for the children of tho
neighborhood, and our plans wers made qccorﬁingly. Wo includoed
some showor baths in place of the tubs, at thoe carnest roguost
of some loecal pooplo, with a scparate qntranco to thesc showor
baths g0 thet grown-ups could usc thom,

4. As wo procecded with the work, we found that the build-
ing had to be completely reconstructed, It was diffieult to ar-
rive at a gtructural stocl design sctisfocetory to the Building
Deportment, Delivery of stecl ordqrod‘by the rolicf cuthoritios
is now oxpected ocarly in Soptomber. Work will progress then with
relicf labor but thoe building connot be completod unkil late in
the fall,

In vicw of these facts it is preposterous to suggest at
tha hottost time of tho year that the President Street bath ro-
construction will have any vitol offeet on any large number of
people in the ncighborhood or that o towel brigode morch on City
Hall has ony sensc,

Your district immediately adjoins Rod Hook, amd you arc
fully awarc of 21l the improvements which hove been made ot Red
Hook, ineluding the now swimming pool, which is roadily acecsgible
to the poople of your neisghborhood, Hundreds of thousands of
people in the ciﬁy have to go a groot deal farther to get to one
of tho ncw pools, Lot me add thot in this general scctiﬁn of
Broolklyn we also have cnother swimaing pool at Sunsct Park, and
that considering that we only had the resources to build cloven
new pools in the entirce city ond recomstruct onme old one, this
part of Brooklyn has not been nmoglected or ovorlooked,

Moy I suggest that if you wont to do something worth
while for your cormmnity, you ask the locnl people to support
the request which I hovo submitted to the Board of Estimato ond
Apportionmont to round out ond purchase as a permencnt playground,
the Brooklyn Union Gas Compony proporty at the head of tho Gownnus
Canal fronting on Douglns, Novins and Degrow Streois and Third

Avonue, Wo have a small temporary playground there now on 4
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pemit from this Company, cnd we are cble to buy at the asscsscd
valuation of the land the ontire block which includes the presont
temporary playground. If this now playground is added to others
csteblished in your distriect, and if you will examine the mep,
you will scc that more has been donc in tho last threc and a
helf years for recrcation ig this part of Brooklyn thon wag dono
in the previous fifty yeors.

I om sonding o copy of this letter o my fricnd, Alder-
man Froank Cugningham vho, I am sure, will be in sympothy with

its contents,

Very truly yours,

Robort Moscs

Comnmiggioner
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On Tuesday, July 20th, at 3:00 P.M., special exercises will
take place in all the Park Department playgrounds in Manhattan, Bronx,
Brooklyn and Richmond in an effort to induce children to become regular
attendants at the playgrounds, make wider and more intensive use of the
facilities and by taking children off streets reduce accidents. "Get A
New Member® will be the campaien slogan of the children who now use the
Park Department recreationsl facilities daily.

In the playgroupds there are activities and facilities availe-
able for a}l age groups. For the very asmall children there are kindergar—
ten swings, wading pools, sandboxes, doll houses, puppef and marionette
shows, handicraft, song-plgys and story-telling hours. For children be-
tween the ages of six and eleven years there are large swings, slides and
jungle gyms, Group and team games, in addition to such activities as
arts and crafts, music and dramatics, are also conducted under the super-
vision and direction of the nlsyeround directors.

The children over twelve years of age are organized into clubsg
that train them for good citizenship, respect for éuthority and obedience
to rules and regulations and inculcate loyalty to their playground and
create a greater interest in their local neighborhood, parks and play-
grounds,

The Rorough of Queens conducted a special member drive on June
16th, and as a result of the special program there has becen a marked in-
crease in attendance at both the large and small playerounds.

.On July 20th, at each playground & special progrem will be con~
ducted consisting of singing, athletics, demonstrations of various games,
arts and erafts, music and dramaticse. Athletie, civic, dramatic, handi-
eraft, literary, orchestrel, glee, social, checker and.chess clubs are -
permanent fixtures in most of the playgrouﬁds at present. A Junior Park
Protective League has also been organized to prevent unnecessery vandalism

and destruction to lswns, trees and shrubs in the psrks and pleygroundas,

End
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The Department of Parks announces ?';he opening of two
new playgrouhds and two new buildings, today. .

In Queeng, at 179th Place north of Jamaica Avenue,
the new playground is equipped with see-saws, swings, slicdes,
jungj_e gyn, sand tables, play-houses and & rectangular wading
pool, 50 feet x 70 feet, for small children. There is also a
large open play ares s'tndl shuffle board and handball courts‘for
older children. Benchesz and shade trees are also provided,

At Se_uyres Avenue bétween 172nd Street and Merrick
Boulevard in St. Albans Memorial Pasrk, the new pla_z.rgroﬁnd has
facilities for softhall and basketball, bosides see-saws, swings,
horizontal bars and ladders. Here too, benches and shade trees
are pari of tlie layout.

In Manhattan, at 10lst Strect botweon Second and Third
Avenues in Yorkville Playground, the new brick building, with
slate roof, houses boys' and girls® comfort stations and a large
play-room for indoor games during inclement weather,

At 173rd Street and Amgtordam Avenue in Highbridge‘Park,
a new brick building, with copper roof, will be used as a concess-

ion stand to serve spectators and bathers at the swimming pool.

End
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Bida were opened today by the Department of Parks, at the

July 16, 1937

Arsenal, Central Park, for a contract for Test Borings on the line of
the proposed Bulkhead Wall along Shore Road, Brooklyn. The thres lowest
Bidders were:

Standerd Drilling Co. _
60 FEast 42nd Street, N.Y.C,. ..-.-.....‘*243'?.50

Riley Engineering & Drilling Co.
1733 Bast 3lst St., Brooklyn, N.V..... 3350,00

-

Sprague & Henwood, Inc. )
1]l West 42nd Street, HoYeCueenovanesea 4000,00

and the Engineer's Estimate was $2500.00,
This contract is first step toward the improvement of one of

New York's finest stretches of shore front, overlooking the lower Bay

and the Narrows,

The information on sub-surface cond.iti ons obtained from about
twenty-five test borings will be used to determine tho design and the amount
of material necessary for 8 new bulkhead wall to be built from Fort Hamilton
to Owl's Head Park, The new wall will be similar to f.he ons already c@npleted
around Fort Hemilton and will creatc & strip of land for the future construction
of Shore Parkway from Fort Hamilton to Owl's Head Park., This stretch of parkway
wiil be an important link in the Brooklyn Circumferential Highway. connecting
with the proposed Hamilton Avenue tummel on the north, joining with the com-
pleted portion past Fort Hamilton and ultimately rumning past Coney Island,
through Marine Park and over the new Marine Parkway Bridge to Jacob Riis Park.

After the new bulkhead wall is completed a wide pedesirian promenade
will be constructed connecting with the séction recently completed in front of
Fort ﬁamilto_n. Reclaimed lend behind the wall will form new park areas totalling
24.3 acres to provide recreational facilities between the parkway and the
014 Shore Road.

EERE
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The Henry Hudson Parkway _A\rthority announced today 'that it had
successfully completed the issuance of $2,000,000 in new 33% sinlcing fund
bonds for the addition of an upper level to the Henry Hudson Bridge and for
increased rosdway fac_:iiities thr:)ugh Inwood Hill Park and the Spuyten Duyvil
section of the Bronx. Recently the Authority, through its bankers, James H.
Causey & Co., Inc., and Stranahan-Harris, approached the bondholders of the
original issue of $5,100,‘000 and received the consent of the holders of over
two-thirds of the izsue 20 that the new offering could be made imnmediately.
Under the original bond resolution the Authority.was limited to the issuance
of $1,400,000 in bonds after the first full yé&rl’s successful operation.
The operation of t.he Henry Hudson Bridge, 'however, singe it first began col-
lecting tolls on December 14 of last year, has bren so successful that it
dispelled any doubts as to the sbility of the Authority fo finance.the
additional issue. The three millionth car passed over the bridge on Sat-
urday, July 10, a few days less than seven months®! full operation.

The anticipated opening of the West Side Improverment on October 1
of this year made it imperative to gtart immediately on the mrovisiorn fior
addit ional traffic facilities over the Henry Hudson Parkway from its jﬁnction
with 'the West Side Improvement at the end of Riverside Drive to West 239th
Street .in the Bronx. The present use of the Henry Hudson is so heavy thet
the cxisting facilities are taxed to the limit at peak periods. When the
new parkway, btoing constructed as part of the West Side Improvercnt from
72nd to Dyckman Strect, is comploted the addi'bi onal facilities leading
traffic to the Henry Hudson Parkwey will bo so groastly increased that the
progent facilities of the Henry Hudson Parkway would be considerably over-
taxed. Therefore, it is planned to usc the present level of the bridge and

the P-esent pavement through Inwood Hill Park for scuthbound traffic only
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and to construct & new parkway rocdway from Dyckman Street through Inwood Hill
Park to lecad onto the proposcd upper lovel of the Henry Hudson Bridec to bdring
tho northbound traffic from Manhattan into the Bronx. The toll gates will be

3
e

inercaged in number from a totél Of.SE§PEMF9m91§EEJin cach direcction. A pedes-
trien underpass will be built under thoe now rosdway in Inwcod Hill Park so

that the parkway will not split tho park and the coxisting walk system, with a
fovr minor changes, will be held intact. Whion thc Honry Hudson Bridge was built
it was designed Yo carry an upper level when necded ©nd the ncw construction
will te carricd on without intcrrupting the flow of traffic over tho lower
lovel.

Through thce Spuyton Duyvil arca of the Bronx, parkwoy roadways werc
only constructed two loncs im width in oasch diroctiop from the north end of
the bridge to West 239th Street and Riverdalo Avenue, froxm which point the
central roadways were widened to threoe lenes in oach dircetion to the eity
lines At this point the Honry Hudson Perkway joins thq Sew Mill River Parkway
and through this the Wegtchester County Parkway Systome The Authority now
proposes to widen the contral rosiways through the Stuyben Duyvil scetion from
two to three lanes in ench dirccetion to provide the needed roadwoay capaéity
for both the upper end lower leveols on the Honyy Hudson Bridge. At the some
time it is proposed to widen the landscrping aren so thot “his scetion may
bo adcguately landscopoed s & true porkway ond tho sidewnlk widbths will be
increased :rGM‘ten to fifteon feet to ollow for moper devclopment in this
loeal arca. On July 9 the Board of Estimntc rnd Aprortiomment approved the
plon and instituted the procecding for the acguisition of the additional land
nccessary for the improvcmont of this gectlions It is estimnbed that the title

will aetually vest dbout August 1 of thig yeer. The cost of the additional

land, ag well as the construction, will be paid for entirely by tho Honry Hudson

Parkwoy Authority.

/
|
|
|
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Construetion has alrcady bcen startcd on the new junction of the
West Side Improvement and the Henry Hudson Parkway where a contractor is pre-
paring_the ground work for the construetion of the new bridge over Dyckman
Street. The first contract, to be paid for out of the new bond issue con-
sisting of the grading of the new roRdwe; throurh Idwood ill Park wag
advertised_by the Authority on July 10 and bids will be received by the Authority
on July 2. Approximately two weeks later bids will be received for the con-
struction of the upper level of the Henry Eudson Bridge, which has alrcady been
designed in anticipation of the bond issuwe. This, in turn, will be immgdiately
followed by contracts covering the work through the Spuyten Duyvil area.

It is apticipated this work will be complstely let this year or the :
beginning of 1938, This will mark the completion of probably the most impor?- é
ant urban express artery in the country. It conncets on the north the Bronx,
Viestchester, upper New York and New England, and on thc south Manhattan,

Brooklyn and through the George Washington Bridge, Midtowvn and Holland Tunnels,

New Jersey mmd the castern poart of the Unitcd States south of New York. It i
will be possible to procced from Canal Streot in Menhottan to the city linc at |

Westchester without the interferencce of cross traffic amd red lights,. ’

ROEERT MOSES

Commissioncr
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The Department of Parks aﬁnounces the opening of ﬁwn
new and one remodeled buildings today. '

In Brooklyn at Seventh Avenue and 86th Street, in Dyker
Beach Park, the new brick golf clubhouse has a large lounge, a
check~roon, mén and women's locker rooms with showers, and a pro-
fessioﬁal shop and show-room. The building is not quite com~
rleted and work ig still proceeding on the East Wing, which, when
contpleted, will be used as a modern restaurant with a large dining
room.

In The Bronx st Crotona Park East and Charlotte Street,

- in Crotona Park, the new brick building has comfort facilities

for boys and girls and a play director's room.

In Richmond at Vietory Boulevard and Park Road, in
Silver Iske Park, the old garasge énd enginegers’ build.ing has been
remodeled into a modsrn golf c_lﬁbhouse. On the first floor there
is a large lounge, a cafetoria and men's locker and shower rooms,
On the sceond floor there is a sgitting room and women's locker and

shower rooms,

Ead
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The second Naumﬁurg Concert of the Season will take place
on the Mall in Central Park on Independence Day, July 4 at 8:15 P.M.

'Lajos Shuk will conduct the Naumburg Orchesira, Hazel Hayes, .
Soprano,and Alice de Cevee, Pianist, are to bs the guest soloiéts
'of‘the evening.

Other Naumburg Concerts will be given on July 31 a1_1d September 6

. at the same location in Central Park, eoniploting the series of four L

which ig given every year for the music lovers of New York €ity.

u,z/)J .
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The Department of Parks sanounces that exercises in connection
with the comple tion of the rehabilitation of Fort Greene Park, Brooklyn,
will tak;a place on Tussday, June 20th, at 1:00 P.M.

Besides Mayor LaGuardia, Park Commissioner Robert Moses and
Raymond V. Ingersoll, Borough President of Brooklyn, Col. Wm. A. Dawkins,
Col. caspér V. Gunther and Captain R. A. Koch, will participate in the cere-
MONies.

For more than a year relief forces have been busily engaged in
remodeling and renovating this 30-acre historie park, bounded by M&rtla Ave-
ﬁue, 5t. Edwards Stroet, Washington and DeKalb fwenues. Work has progreésed
in sections so that the public were not excluded from the park,

The Marty®'s Monument erccted in 1907 at a cost of $2(_)0,000.,
standing on & hilltop like a sentry over the remmins of American Revolution-
ists who died aboard British Prison Ships in Wallabout Bay, has beon reoncva-
ted ;nd furnished with new bronze doors and grilles, Two new completely
equippod playgrounds have been added to the perk; one for small children at
the ﬁeKalb and Washington Avenues ontrance, and the other for older children
at the St':. Bdiwards Strcet and Myrtle Avenuc side of the parks

The entrance and Plaza at Myrile Avomue leading' up to the Momu-
ment has been rcdosigned and reconstructed on a scale commensuratc with the
Mcenument, and iaid cut to provide not only benches under shade trees for.
passive recreation, but also a roller skating sare&, |

The comfort station has been rgnovated and mod ornized; walks
roaligned; many permancni benches placed; the contours of landscaping |
changed, lawn arcas reseeded and meny new troes planted, all fitting into a

comprehensive landscapo schems,
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The Department of Parks announces that the finals
of the Magic Contest will take place on Sunday, June 27 at

2:30 P.M. on the Mall, Central Park,.

As a result of playground and borough eliminations,
14 boys have been selected to represent the boroughs in the
final competition, All kinds of magic acts from "The Boy

Magicien" to "A Symphony in Silks" will be performed.

The judges of the contest are My, John Cooper,
ventriloquist, ard Mr. D. Belmont, Magician. Contestants

will be judged according to performance and showmanshipe.
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'The Depariment of Perks snnounces that a plague will be

dedicated in honor of Lilljan De Wald on Tueaday, June 29th, at 2:45 P.M.,
at the playground - Cherry, Monrce and Gouverneur Streets, Manhattan.
Besides Mayor LaGuardia él:_lﬁ Park Commissioner Rober___t.-.k&)éas,
Miss Helen Hall, Mr. George We Alger and Mrs. Pelix M. Warburg will speak
at the ceremonies, 4s a tribute to Miss Wald, more than one hundred
' nurses and supervisors of the Visiting Nurses Service will attend in uni-
form, as well as many of her friends and former associatess Miss Wald,
who celebrated her seventieth birthday on March 10th last, will not Se -
able to attend as she has been confined to her home in Westport, Conneoticut,
because of poor health. - |
| On March 9th, 1937, the Board of Aldermen honored Miss ¥Wald,
founder of the Henry Street Settlement, by adoptiné a resolution naming
in her honor this playground in the heart of the district where: she hag
done her charitable work for meny years.
The plaque which has been erected on the recreation builde-
ing reads as follows:
THIS PLAYGROUND
IS NAMED FOR
LILLIAN D. WALD
IN APPRECIATION
OF HER PIONEER WORK
PR CHILDREM
AND DISTRICT NURSING
"IN THIS _CI'I'Y

‘1937
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The Park Department announces that the Mary Hevrriman Runsey
Playground in Central Park, on the site of the old Casino, is conpleted
and will be opensd to the public Friday, !ay 7th, without formsl ceremony,
although later this month a cast bronze plaque, now in place, will be un-
veiled by the Harriman family and interested friends, in memory of Mrs.
Rimsey who, as a philanthropist, was enthusiastically intefested in child
welfare.

After a legal conflict which.started ghortly after Cormissioner
Moses toock office in Januery, 1934, the city gained on liay lst, 1936, an

unanimous vietory in the Anpellate Divigion of the Supreme Court on the

* question of the Park Demartment's right to renove, for purposes of other

park development, buildings which has been erected solely as incidental
to park use. Irmedisztely W. P. A. workmen started to tear down the old
.Qasino, formerly an exclusive high-rriced restaurant end night-club set
aside for a few people of wealth, and of no use 10 the general pub{ip.
This one and onéuquarter acre area occupied by the Casino
building and its parking space, now offers facilities for a juvenile age
group not provided for in the marginal playsrounds for giell ¢hildren lo-~
cated around the perimeter.of Central rark and rerks another step In
getting agide active play space within the park to insure to older people
the enjoynent of nearby spaces for guiet and relaxation. 3Besides swings,
slides and other play equipment, a large oval-shaped wading pool has been
constructed. Breireling it is a roller-skating track, around whose outer
edge are perrmnent benches undecr shade treseg for guardisns of children
and for c¢hildren to adjust their skatces. Confort facilitices for boys and
girls, separated by a latticed omen shelter, are incorporated in a brick

building of Georgian architecture., The entire apea, includiﬁg paths and

. landscaping was designed to connect and fit the playpround to existing

surrcund ing peark features.

End
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The Department of Parks announces that, beginning
June 26th, the hours of operation of its twelve swimming pools
which opened Saturday, May 29th, will be ex*ended from 6:00 P.M.

to 10:00 P.,

To <ate, this year, the pools have been used by
276,088 people, of which 12,515 were children under fourteen
years of age admitted during the weekday free periods from

10:00 AM, to 12:30 P.M.

Swimming meets are being held daily at the various
pools to determine teams which will compete at the swimming
carnival to be held Ssturday artémoon, June 26th, at Red Hook
Pool in Brooklyn, as a feature of "Swim-For-Health-Week." Med-
als will be awarded to the individual wimners, and the Major Namm
Trophy will be presented to the pool whose team scores the most

points,
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The Department of Parks announces th.t in Fort Tryon
Park on Broadway from 192nd Street to Dyckman Street many peremiisl
plants are flowering in great profusion. Besides delphiniums, there
are also roses, sedums and a fine show of other flowering plants in
profusion,

This 70 acre Park, formerly the estate of C.K.G. Billings,
was acquired and developed by John D. Rockefeller, Jr. at a cost of
#7,000,000. prior to being $urned over to the City. It is situated
on one of the highest points in Manhattan and commands an impressive
view across the Hudson to the Palisades. Despite its rugped terrain
it is & spot of natural beauty and abounds in fine trees,-shrubs, and
flowers which have been set out in the fashion of a fine private estate.
The terraced slopes and foliage make an effective background for the floral

displays.
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The Deﬁartment of Parks announces that the
‘finals of the Second Annual Amateur Musical Instrument
contest for the children will take place on the Mall,

Central Park, on Saturday, June 19 at 2:30 P.M.

The ﬁinnera of the borough final eliminations
will compete at the finals. The contestants have been &ivided
into three age groups: the sixth through the ninth year;
tenth through the thirteenth year and the fourteenth through
the sixteenth year. Pianists may use the pianoc proﬁ‘iaed by
the Department of Parks. All other contestants will bring
their own instruments some of which will be drums, fife,
saxaphone, xylophone, accordion, hammonica, violin. Each
coﬁteatan? will be permitted one sole %o he completed within
Tive minutes.

Bronze medals will be awarded to the borough
winners and one gold and one¢ silver medal will be awarded to
the winnerg in each of the age groupe.

| The judges of the contest will be Miss Frederique
Petrides, Conduetor of the Orchostrette Classique; Mr., Herman
Katims, concert pianist and Mr. Arthur T. Cromin, Director of

the New York Schoels of Music.



- —
_. ® | ST
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS Lt For

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK elmie

June 12th, 1937

TeL, REGENT 4—1000

- | {Copy)

CITY OF NEW YORK
DEPARTEENT OF PARKS
Arsenal
64th Street and Fifth Avenue
New York City

-
June 12, 1937

. i Col. Brehon Somervell, Administrator
' ¢ U. S, Works Progrsss Administration
) for The City of New York
70 Columbus Avenue
* - New York City

Dear Colonel:

I have your terrifying letter telling me that Mr. RBrady, the
general superintendent in charge of the Bronx Park relicf forces, whese
jurisdiction includes Randall's Island, may go to jail for six months
or be subjected to a large fine, or both, for working eight mechanics
eight hours overtime %o complcte the cafeteria at Randallit's Tsland in
time for its formal opening. This overtime has no effect on your pay-
rells or on the earnings of these mcchanics, because the plumbers can
only got 56 hours a month or a total of $84 and the clectricians only
52 hours a month or a total of $86.28.

The fine and imprisonment business is bunk of the old ammy
rough stuff variety. You can pull this sort of thing on the Florida
Ship Canal, but not in New York City. You know that this was an emer-
gency, and that the law permits exemptions for emergency work. It was
in fact so trivial that I knew nothing about it, and it was handled as
a matter of routine. Quite incidentally, the terrible incident you com-
plain of happenecd three days before Brady took over the Randall's Island
work and when Richard Johnson, who resigned to take a position with one
of the contractors at the World's Fair, was in charge. So you will have
to sick the bloodhounds on Johnson.

Brady happens to be one of the first class superintendents to
whom We are indebted for getting resulis in spite of the red tape and
goneral collapsc of W.P.A. officiency. You ought to be grateful to
people of this kind instead of harrassing them. As a matter of fact,
Brady, like Johnson and the other romaining first rate superintendonts,
will drop out of the relief program shortly and go back into private con-
struction work where good executives are adequately paid, where they work
under normal conditions-and not in a mad house, &nd where their services
are appreciated.

I have some sizable construction contracts under my direction
throughout the city, and observe daily the glaring contrast between this
work and relief work. Any administrator who tries to make o major issue
out of sight men working eight hours' ovortime is just looking for some-
thing to quibble about,

Very truly yours,
ROBERT MOSES

‘Commissiocner

[m——y
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U. S. WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
FOR THE CITY OF NEW YORK
70 Columbus Avenue
New York, N. Y.

June 11, 1937

Hon, Robert Moses, Commissioner,
Department of Parks,

The Arsensl, '

64th Sireet and Fifth Avenue,
New York City.

Dear Commissioner Moses:

I am returning without my approval a request
made by your department for my authorization, after the
fact, for working eight mechanics eight hours? over time
on May 28th.

Were tMr. Brady an employes of the United States
he would be subject to the penalties provided in the act

of March 3, 1913, namely, $1000 fine or imprisonment for
not more than six months or both.

May I again ask you o issue the necessary in-
structions to your depsrtment to see that persons are not
worked more than the eight hours provided by law.

Sincerely yours,

BREHON SOMERVELL

Administrator
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: fszundatioa hy Bocunbcr, 1957 and of thn ﬁronx Touer pisr by !ahrun:y 15, 1!58.

'alao fnr thn coumlatian of Qnaana Toter pior hr &prit 15, 1958 and of tha ..

'-:'Quatal tnchoraso foundatiua by Ksy 15, 1988,

" The Broax—lhiteston» Bridua uill npan the Eaat Rivtr bot'uan the

a fiihitostont uoctian of Qnacns at approxinctnly d6th Pluzc and ths peninsula

m u Glé r.m Po:int. in thc anx. The mm project ubram nut. only
| the Esst m.m mpomon hrs.dgc and dte ;pproachu but, a:.m parkway comnec-
" '."-.t.:l.m fru !uttrn Boulevard in the m-onx and Herthera Boulevard in m, |
the m.w crosmg the Flnsbins Rinr vix & double haf haseulo ma‘a.
| o Tha iunpoalion bridcu till h:va a centar apan of 2,500 roct nad
B __uco mn- of 735 fask, la length ef clear spu baman toum 1t will be zh; :



TRIBOTUHGB BHIDGE 1&THOFITI

o Prupaaula ror tha eonatructian of tha tovorl of tha Bronx-
'thitotton. Bridac till be opandd ﬁodnnaday, June. cBrd, at the office of tht

'-;'Triborouzh Bridga Auzhority on. Rnndnll's Illand._

_ _ This is tho second najor contraut to be aﬂVtrtiaad aincl thn _
' 1';ptnjoct was finnncod hy the luxhority ln April: bids for tha firat, cov¢r~ ;
'1n¢ thn constraation of ths towcr picra and anzhoraso roundutiona, htving -
:'beon ovcnad on June 8th, _ -
B - Ei;h&bidu vere rocaived. ?he 1ou biddor tas Fradsrick Snxra

'-Corporation aith a bid of il,BQS,BSG.: Th@a was well !ithin tha oriainnl

o .sumte-ua. for t.his part. or the m-k. The eem.mm. ¥as avu':!ed to tm -

o lot h&ddcr and wark uill bogin a2 qnickly a8 thn nscasaary rornnlitica can
H._bl conplltod. ?hn iork progrxn calln ror thn cuuplttiou of the Bronx inehﬁr&st '
 fcundnt1aa by Baeanbor, 195? and of thc Bronx Iotar pior hy r.brunr; 1§, 1058,=

BRI ;‘1‘9 for the cggp1.tion of Guesns !otar pler hy April 15, 1938 and af the

f"'-:fﬂuuas Annharnso roundation by say 15, 1938,

The Bronx—lhitastonn Bridge till spnn tha Eas% Rivcr betvcan thn

._: -!hitastona soction ot Qusnns &t tafmoxinatcly 145th Plseo and ‘the puninsnlt

' §kanun as 0ld Ferry Point is tha Bronx._ Ths entirc project -abrncos nnt anly

7v“  tha Eaat Hiver uuspon-ion bridgo und 1tn approach.l but alaa parkwuy tonnec-

Tﬂ{t&ona tran Eastcrn Baulcvarﬂ in thn Bren: snd Horthotn Baulcvard in Quoons,'

: 'tha 1attor ero.g;ag the Flﬂlhing Riv.r via a donbl. lsar htscul. bridsl.

_ !he sunpennion bridge till have & ecutar spaa of 2,300 r-et nad _
m. spans of 735 fest. In Leagta of ex,ur span bevreen. tmra n -1.11 be t-la -



o third longut. ever bum., being moaded mu.y by the spans of ‘the Geldm

" 1:_  5.;. Bridgi and the Guorgo lashingtcn Bridge.

Thn towers ure to be awocted oa cencrota piora fonndsd an rock' 

3_ and 1ocatod 1n ths rivsr storeward at tha pierhead 11333 on eithar aide,

'*V i1:h.y uill b. af structural steel, Care ‘hea been uzed in thuir deaign to

'fll.atcnra ninpliclty along with a diatinotive dppear&no& ia keeping 'ith |

: ']~thnir nanultatsz cnaracter. Laoh- till conﬂist of two cellular coluans or .

"Qf ;;ahurta cenntctad at the top and jult balew the rotd-ay leval hr arched

_portala, !'hoy gm be 380 ft, high and will support the twe main cables; -
’.'s,aoa tons of :truetural stoel aro—rnquirod for the twe towers.
Tilu is an o:tronaly 1l@«rtant aleunnt 1n the cntiro project

and the. poriod ‘ellowed for the tower cOntruct. is carefully ﬁttod into the

'*';'canplcto eonstruction progrnm in urdnr thn& the bridgo Ray ho fini!hnd.nnd-'

' j_roa4y tc ssrve lorld'u !air tratfic Jnna 1, 1959. The firat auvurnl znnthu :

1_f;ef th- tovtr contrect time -ill be. 3p¢nt in the preparation nf the contract—

orts mnu drawings, the rahricaf.l.on of the stesl in the shopn and in

x':_othsr work prelinilary to setual ernction of the towars at tho gito._ Ea:lg j
: in'iﬁ$8'thn tawor'picrs aro'to be fasdy for the oraction of'tha*ﬁéwtr utnel

by tho middle cf Junc, 1938 the towers must bo aam@loted in order thut

'_3_ :thn oraetien of footbridges and upinnlng equipnent for the cablcs nny prﬁ-

__'_cged. &




:;th&rd Iaactst ever buzlt, beins oxcaedod only by ths Ipans of tha Goldsn
5Bnto Bridgo and the G.orge Iaahingtnn Bridgs.

Thn towera sre to be -raeted on cOnerott piars fcuadcd an rock

' sﬂ"'qnd locatod in tha rivur ahuretard at tha pinrhead lxnea on eithar aidc._ _

fThay lill bc ot atructural steel, Cnra has besn used in thﬂir dusign to

'-socure ninplicity alcng uith s dlatinctive appoaranc' 1n knepina with

’cf"thnir lanunontal charaotar.. kach uill consiet of tuo ealinlar columne or

:' f}sh:rtn connautld at zho tap and Juat belcl the roadnay laval by archnd

.';portali. Thqy ‘#ill be 380 ft. high and vill suppert tha tio nain cablas;
'fj~5,800 tona o! atrunturnl steel ure rtquirod for the two touurn. o
| Tinn is an oxtrouoly inpartunt slennnt in thn antiru projact

5;  'nnd thn porlod sllowed for the to-ir contrict is carorully fitttd inte tha

o eonplstc eonutruotiou pra;ram in ord-r that the b;idgc may bo fiailhnd and
'} _r0ld7 to serve lorld's Fnir trafrle June 1, 1939, Tha firit lcvnrll !onth; ;- 
:5 ut tho teilr eontract time w1l be ap;nt 1n the preparntian at th‘ eontract—;
"orl, “rm drg.uj,ng;, tha f&bricatiﬂn of the ateel in thc ahopﬂ md in

 othcr 'ork prolla&nary to actual ortction of the towers tt thn sita. Eariy o

'_g[;;in 19&8 the totar piera are to be rcady for the eraction af toe totar stsel '

“53-, nnd hy the aiddla or June, 1908 tna tcnors lnnt be camplated in order that

.jthn gr.cticn of footbridgea and ap&nning ﬂquipﬂﬁnt for: 4he. G‘bl‘” "7 P’°‘
'cced.”_ .
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The Department of Parks announces the opening of
two new playgzrounds and a recreation building today.

In Manhattan, at Fifth Avenus between West 130th
and West 13lst Streets, the new playground is equipped with swings,
see~saws, slides, junzle gym, sand tables, playhouses, a rectangular
wading pool; handball and shuffleboard courts. There is also a largs
open p;ay arga for group games. Around the perimeter of the playground
is a landscape aréa with shade trees under which are benches for mothers
and guardians of children. A amall brick comfort station with slate
roof which has facilities for boys and girls is also provided.

In Brooklyn, at Avenue I between E. 17th and E. 18th

Streets, the new playground has swings, see-saws, slides, sand tables,

'playhouses, handball, horseshos pitching and shufflseboard courts.

There is also a wading pool, a softball diamond and an oval shaped
roller skating rink. Benches and shade trees are also provided.

These playgrounds are two of the twenty-four sites

in neglected areas selected by the Conmissioner of Parks and acquired

by condemnation after authorization by the Board of Estimate and
Apportionment,

In the playground st Bedford -Avenue and Avenue X, the

new brick recreation building of "T" shape design has comfort facilities

for boys and girls, a mother's room and a large playroom for indoor

games. during inclement weathsr.
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As part of its recreastional program to provide open air
enjoyment to the users of parks during the surmer months, the De-
partment of Parks announces the following schedules of dreres,
concerts and dancing.

The dramas, conducted by the Pederal Theatre Group, start
on Tuesday, June lst, the concerts on Sunday, May 30th, with the
Naumberg Concert on the Mall in Central Park, and the daneing on
Monday, June 7th, at the Prespect Park picnie grounis, Brooklyn,
and at Jackson Heights Playground in Queens.

DRAMA SCHEDULE

STMMER 1937
BROOKLYN
Owlts Head Park Tuesdays
Oravesend Park Wednosdays
Kelly Park Thursdays
Prospech Park Fridays
TEENS
Highland Park Tuesdays
Forest Park Wednesdays
King Park Thursdoys
BRONK
3t. Mary's Park Tuescays
Crotona Pork Wednesdays
MANHATTAN
Corloars Fook Pnrk Thursdays ¢
Waskington Square Park Fridays
Roosovelt Park Szturdsys
" RICHMOND
" Silver Lake Park Tuesdays
*  VWolfts Pond Park Scturdays
CONCERT SCHEDULE
SUMMER 1937
MANHATTAN
Mall

Coldman Band Concerts

8:30 T.il.

Sunday, Monday, Wednesdey, Friday - {ozeept July 4th)

Stoarts June 16 -~ cnds August 15

Judpe Prince Concerta

June 22, 26 - July 3, 10, 17, 24

Naumboerg Conccrts

May 30 -~ July 4, 2} - Sopt. &

8 :50 T nI'-on

B:15 F..



B

BROOKLYN

Prospect Park ltusic Grove

" Goldmrn Band Concort
Tucsdsy, Thursdny, Scoturday
Starts June 16 - cnds August 15

Judge Prince Concert
Junc 27 - July 4, 1i, 18, 25

Hoew York Strto Synmphonic Brnd
~ Wedncsdnys - Sterts Junc 9

EROXK
Poc Porl:
Hudson Concort Boand
Mondrys - Starts June 7th
UEENS

Torcot Pork
I'ranhotton Concort Band

Sundny, Tuosdny, Friday
Sterts Junc 8th

KIE brir)-

Mudson Concort 3ond
HWedneadoys -~ Storts Junce 9th

Thege three bonds will nlteinrte nt Forost Fork.

DANCE 3CIEDULE

SUMMER 1937
Locntion Schcdulc
¥n1l, Central Prrk Tucsdnys & Thursdays

Prospcet Park Pienic Grounds  Ifondays

Mullnly Recrention Centor Hodnosdnyse
Jackson Heights Plad, Mondoys

Me Donnla Plgdf Weodnosdrys
Rooscvolt Pled. Fridrys
Coleninl Pled. Tucsdrys

Astoria Pool Every sceond Fridoy

8:30 Po]ﬁo

3:00 P.ile

8:30 Pl

8:30 P.M.

8:30 P.lL

8:30 .l

Datc of

Firat Drnco

Junc 8th
Jung 7th
Jsunc 9th
June 7th
June %th
Junc 11th
Junc &th

Junc 1ith

B e T i L RS T i
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U, S. WORKS PROGRESS ADMINYSTRATI ON
FOR THE CITY OF NEW YORK
70 Columbus Ave., New York,N.Y.
May 20, 1937

Brehon Somervell
Administrator

Mr. Allyn R. Jennings
General Superintendent
Department of Parks

The Arsenal, Central Park
New York, N. Y.

Deer Allyn:

In accordance with the undeprstanding expressed by Commissioner
Mosea in his letter of May 7th and Colonel Somerveil in his reply of '
May 1lth, emplcyment on the Parks Projects will be reduced by 5,000
persons on June lst,

In order that this office may have time to arrange for the
neceasary discharges and trensfers involved, it is requested that the
nemes of the 5,000 persons be furnished this office not later than
Fridsy, May 28, 1937. e

Sincerely,

H. L. PECKHAM
ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR
In charge of Operations

THE CITY OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK

May 26, 1937

Col. Brehon Somervell
Works Progress Administrater
70 Columbus Avenue -
New York City.

Dear Colonel:

The list of an additional fiwe thousand relief workers to be
transferred from the Park Department will be furnished to you on Tuesday,
June lst. There has been considorable difficulty in working this out, be-
cause of the problem of keeping work going on sxisting projects, maintaining
order and some semblence of efficiency. This cut will, of course, sariously
delay the completion of the Park Projects.

Cordially,

RO ERT MOSES
Commisaioner
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Saturday morning at 10:30 A.M. in the Children*s Garden
at Fort Green Park, Myrtls Avenus and North Portland Street,
Brooklyn, neighborhood children will sow the first seeds in the
new 1ittls garden plots.

Bach ohild will have an individual garden 4 x 8 £t, for
the first planting. They will plant early vegetable seeds which
¢an be harvasted in time to allow another group of childran to

plant the seeds for fall harvesting.

Although this Carden is in the heart of a heavily c¢on=
geoted ares a rursel touch is added, by an old feshioned dipping
well from which the youngsters can fill their watering cans %o
water their gardens, It differs howsver, from the country well

by being only 18 inches deep.

Flower beds and other sections of this "Bit of Country
1n the City™, will be cccupisd with planta of econumic interest
such as cotton, pesnuts, flax, wheat, Indian (orn and old-fashion-
od herbs. All these should prove interesting and educational
%0 ochildren and edults who will vieit f.hu garder to enjoy the
growing plants and flowers from convenient benches located withe

in the gerden.

5§+ " For Release_ DBEDIATELY
MAY 27,)9%7.
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The Department of Parks announces the reopening of its twelve swimming

b 4

pools on liay 29th at 10 A, Y« Eleven of thege are new poo;s opened last year for
the first time; the twelth, located in Faber Park, Richmond, ‘bns been in operetion
for five years,

‘During the fall, winter and spring, these pools have been operating as
free play centers, Various facilities, such ag handball, volleybsll, paddle tennis,
etc., were provided and used by approxinmately 2,000,000 chiidren and adults under
campetent Park Deparitment suvervision. For the past month they have been closed to
tﬁe publie in order to do the necessary cleaning and repairing to put them in readi-
ress for summer operations, and the floors and side wslls of the pools have been
freshly painted.

Last year these pools were used by aprroxinately 1,800,000 pesople, although
only open fof less than 50% of the normal opereting season, and despite the faet that
none of them were completed in final form. This year the construction has been
entirely finished and all facilities that were temporary have been reploced with

permanent oneg. They are located as follows:

Manhattan: Hamilton Fish BE. Houston & Sheriff Streets

Thomag JFefferson . 111lth to 1l4th St. & First Ave.

Colonial Bradhurst Ave., W. 145th to 147th St.

Highbridge Ansterdam Ave. & 173rd Street
Brooklyn: MeCarren Nagsau Ave, & Lorimer Sireet

Sunset 7th Ave. & 43rd Strect

Red Hook Clinton, Bay & Henry Sirecets

Betay Head Hopkinson, Dunont & Livonia Strects
Bronx; Crotona 173rd Street & Fulton Avenue
Queens: Astoria Barclay Strect and 24th Avenue
Richmond:- Fahér Faber S%., bet. Richmond Terrace &

; Kill Van Kull
Tompkinsville =~ Arrietta Street at Pier lo. 6

_ LI _

From May 29th foﬂfﬁné 26th, the pools will open at 10:00 A.ll. and close
at 6:00 P.M. TFrom June 27£h until the tcrmination of the season, the péols will
open &t 10:00 AWM, and closo at 10:00 P,M. daily. In cool weather, the water will
be heated.

On weekdays from 10:00 A, Me 0 12:30 P.M, the free neoriod for children
under 14 years of age, during which no adults arc adritted to the pool areas will
be continued. After 1:00 P.lI. on weeckdays and all day on Saturdays, Sundays ané

holidays, there is a 10 cont charge for children under 14 years of age and a 20 cent

charge for older children and for adults.

o
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An extensive aguatic program has beon planned for the coming swirming
seasons Group swimming and diving instructions, intrs and inter-pool competition,
water shows, water polo tournanents and lifc saving and first sid classcs will nmeko
up the major portion of the program, The scason will be climoxed with the annual
five bprough swinming and diving chanpionship, on a date to be announced in the
futurc,

Orchard Beach ot Felham Bay Park, Bronx, and Jacob R?is Park, on the
Rockaway Peninsula in Queens, will open om Saturday, Junc 19th.

At Jacob Riis Park there will be accommicdations for anmrozimately 14,000
cars, in the largest single unit peaved parking snuace in the United States, while the
bath house has becn cnlargsdé to accoammodate 10,000 »atrons and provide a modorn up
%o datc beach restaurent. An 18 holo.pitch and putt golf course, shufflcbeard am
othor emuscrnents will line o new rilc long 40 foot boordwallze The former inadequate
beach has boen matérially widened, with new concession bulldings flonking o mall
opposite its widest prrt,

The opening of the new Marine Parinwey Bridge, on July 3rd, which will
connect Brooklyn with the Roclkaways, will afford casy access to mnd from Jacob Riis
Park and should tremendously increozse its nopularity.

At Orcherd Beoeh thore will be parking foeillitics for approximeicly 5,000
cars, & bath house to aceormodate 7,000 patrons, o wide mile long beach proronede
and madern rostaurant facilities. An open air, terrazzo surfeced dance floor fronts
the bath house.

Recrontional sreas will be available to the public at both beaches, provid-
ing shuffleboard, paddlg tonnis and hendboll courts, cnd other amusamonts_similar
to those at Joneg Boache.

At both beaches there will be & 25 cents purking fee for autonoblles; o
charge of 15 eonts for o child's locker, 25 cents for on odult's locker ot 50
conts for o dressing room (wor person). DBeach shops cre rlso nrovided where bath-
ing aeccssorics may_bc purchased and where beach urbrellas ond cheirs may be rented

at o nomincl chargc.
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The first Naumburg concert of the season
will take place on Memorial Day, Sunday, lay IOth, at
8:15 P.l%., on the Mall, Central Park. Leon 3arzin will
conducte. Arnold Eidus, violinist, will be the guest
soloist for the evening.

This is one of soveral concerts given on the
a1l throughout the summer and is locked Forward to by
all rmusic lovers,.

Attached ig copy of the rograra,
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ELKAN NAUMSBURCG

DECORATION DAY CONCERT

SUNDAY EVENING, MAY 30th, 1937

EIGHT FIFTEEN O CLOCK

CENTRAL PARK - ON THE MALL
THE NAUMBURG ORCHESTRA, Leon Barzin, Conductor




& ' i

THE MALL—CENTRAL PARK

Sunpay EveNine, May 30TH, aT 8:15 O’cLock

DECORATION DAY CONCERT
LEON BARZIN, Conductor

Seoloist: ArxoLp Emprs

e@cayﬂam

“The Star Spangled Banner”
1. Overture “Egmont”

2. Vielin Sclo “Symphenie Espagnole”
I IV. and V. Movements
Arnold Eidus

3. Overture “Die Meistersinger”
INTERMISSION

4. Impressions of Italy

EIJI

Yiolin Sele “Gypsy Airs”
Arnold Eidus

6. Selection “Naughty Marietta”

7. {a) Valse Triste
(b} Prize Song (“Die Meistersinger™}

8. Waltz “Voices of Spring”

*America”

Beethoven

Lualo

Wagner

Charpentier

Sarasate

Herbert

Stbelius
Wagner

Strauss




THIS CONCERT is contributed by MR. WALTER
W. Navmsure and MRr. Georce W. NAUMBURG, sons of
MR. ELKAN NAUMBURG, who donated the bandstand on
The Mall and lived to see it put to the purpose he had

in mind of erecting a veritable Temple of Music.

Mr. Erxkanx NavMmBuRe had been impressed with the
need of an adequate bandstand in Central Park by reason
of his custom, long years in practice, of contributing
Orchestral Concerts of high quality, in the cause of good
music for the people, on three holidays, Memorial Day,
Fourth of July and Labor Day. His sons, continuing this
custom in his memory, have added a fourth concert to
the NAUMBURG series by giving a similar concert on

July 31st, the anniversary of their father’s death,

THe NAUMBURG concerts for the season of 1937 are
therefore set down for May 30th, at 8:15 P. M,, July
4th, at 8:15 P. M., July 3lst, at 8:15 P, M., and Sep-
tember 6th, at 8:15 P. M. These dates to be remembered

by lovers of good music.




CITY OF NEW YORK

Hon. Frorerro H. LaGrarpia. Mayor
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The Mew York City VWorld's Falr COﬁﬂlSulon took bids teodsy on the

construction of foundations for the Wew York City building in Flushing Feadow

Park. The three low bidders were:

1., Palmo Construction Co.
"105-15 ~ 103rd Avenue
Ozone Park, L.I. N.Y. .

2« Reiss & VWeinsgier, Inc.
105 Court Street
quoklyn, HeYe .

Sa Ja P.'Rice Bldg., CO.
11 Vest 42nd Sireet
New York, N.V. .

The Engineer's estinate was

e e b e e e s s e s e 3178,484,00

L] L] » L] * L] L] Ld Ll L] * L 184.,86'?.00

. & . 4 8 + 2 & ¥ & 186,9’?6.20

$180,000.,00

This is the firast of five contracts for the construetion of this

building, which has been egtinated to cost $1,049,096, During the pericd of

the Fair, the building will be used for exhibits of the activities of the

. 1 .
various City Departmem s, Authorities end the Borough Iresident's Offices. The

Mew York City World's Fair Jormission is ot jresent planuing the arrangerients

of these exhibits and the Chairman of the Comission, General George A, Uinpate,

will make this report publie shortly.

Following the Fair, the building will be converted to indoor recrea-

tional usage and will be the dominant structure in the permanent park layout.

It will house all types of indoor recicational activities, one of which will be

a large ice-skating rink. The building is located on the major axis of the main

park area, between Horace Harding Boulevard and the Long Island Rallroad, and is

directly adjacent to the east side of the Grand Cehtral Parlaray Extension., Dur-

ing the period of the Fair, it will face the Perisphere and Trilon, which feature

will dominate the eenter of activity of the Fair.

The next contract for this building, which will involve the coustrue-

tion of the supersiructure itself, vill be let after authorization by the Board

of Estimate at its nmeeting Friday, May 28th, The other contracts; plumbing,

eleetrical, and heating and ventilation will folloew in rapid scquence,
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The Marine Parkway Authoriiy announces that the last

section of the new Marine Parkway Bridge, spanning Jamaica Inlet

and comnecting Brocklyn to Queens, was placed on Monday afternoon,
May 24th. The span, mounted on barges, was fleated in position at
flood tide. The receding tide permitted the section to settle in-

to place at 9 P.M. when the barges floated clear.

Under a recent speeding up agreement with the American
Bridge Company, the schedule calls for the opening of the bridge on

-
July 3rd, wetybeen months after it was started,

The bridge, which will replace the existing ferry line,
will be slightly more thag 4000 feet long, with three 500 foot spans
in the center bridging the channel flanked by six shorter spans on

| either side., 'The flanking spans will have a clearance of 50 feet
above mean high water. The central section, the longest vertical
highway liff.span in the world, will be 55 feet above high water in
its normal position and will raise an additional 95 feet to permit

the passage of large vesssls.

The bridge will make a conneztion between what is now
the end of Flatbush Avenue and Jacob Riisg Park 15 Queens, and wiil
not only shorten the traveling time %o the Rockaway Peninsula for
many thousands of motorists, but will relieve congestion that now

exists on other arteries,

The reconstructed and expanded Jacob Riis Park will be
opened on June 23rd. The facilities at the park will include areas -
for piteh-and-putt golf, archery, shuffleboard, and other amussments
similar fo those at Jones Beach., 'The existing bathhouse has heen
enlarged to provide facilities for 10,000 persons and there will be
parking facilities for 14,000 sutomobiles in the largest single unit

paved parking space in the United States.
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Two bronze figures will be erected in the foun-
tain basing at the ends of the outdoor eating terrace of the

concession restaurant building in the Central Park Zoo.

The figures, gix feet high, representing a dancing
bear and a dancing goat, were cast by the Roman Bronze Works, Inc.,
and designed by Frederick G+ R. Roth, who executed the Sophie Irene
Loeb Memorial fountain in Heckscher Playground, and also nany of

tha carved panels on the Zoo buildings,

These amusing and decorative figures ;et on gran-
ite blocks, will, because of their position, fit harmoniously into
and add gaiety to the Zoo landscape. Around the base of the bear
ares five frogs, and sround the goat five ducks, which are connect-
ed t0 the water gystem; and from the mouths and bills of each, water

Will sprays

~ENXD -~
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The Marine Parkway Authority tock bids teday for the
construction of steel sheet pile bulkheading and incidental grading
along the Rockaway Inlet Shore of Jacob Riis Park, The new bulkhead-
ing extends eastward approximatély one-half mile frbm the Queens
abutment of the Marine Parkway Bridge. At the easterly termination
of this contract, the Borough Presidént of Queens wiil construct.ad-
diticnal bulkheading, behind which £ill will be placed for the exten-
sion ef Beach Channel Prive. The work under the present contract is
to be completed by August i4th. |

Tﬂ; three lowest bidders were:
As M, Hazell, Incs, 117 Liberty Street, New York City $182,942,
Charles F. Vachris, Inc., 827 Remsen Ave., Bklyn., N.Y. 189,056.

Frederick Snare Corp,, 114 Liberty Street, New Ibrk City 212,590,

Alternate tids were taken on constructing only'the.east-

erly two-thirds of this bulkhead, with the intervening space to the
bridge left in 1ts present state. On this altermate, the thres lowest
bidders weré:

A. M, Hazell, Inc., 117 Liberty Street, New York City  $137,068.
Charles F. Vachris, Tne,, 827 Remsen Ave,, Bkiyn,,N,Y. 141,685,

Allen N. Spooner & Son, Inc., Pier 11, HNorth River,N,Y.C.156,412.50

END
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Because »f the layoff today of 429 WPA play lesaders on
_ ~—

maintenance snd operation of playeround areas, 142 playgrounds have been
T : .

33closed, and will remain closed until the City provides the funds for Civil

" Service emplnyes to take treir places:

o

In Manratten 66; in Breoklyn 23; in The Bronx 8; in Queens 38
and in Rielmond 7.

The removal »f an additisnal 1571 WPA men on park maintenance
has resulied in the abandcnment of maintenance, wholly or in part, of 91 areas
threughout the city. It is hoped that the permanent Civil Service personnel
requested will be aszigned before these areas are completely destroyed:

..41 of these are¢as are in Manhattan; 19 in Brcoklyn; 13 in
The Bronx; 12 in Queens and 6 in Richmond.
| The Board of Estimate and Appdrtionment has heen regquested to

appropriate funds for the empioyment of 800 regular Civil Service emploves
to take the place ¢f the transferred part-time WPA workers, The withdrawal
of personnel and closing of play areas will be reprrted to the Police Department
to guard against vandalism srd destruction in the unprotected areas.

The transfer of still further WPA werkers from park construction
projects has glss resulted in the abandonment or curtailment of construction
on 26 partiallv completed prciects: |

1} of threse are in Manhattan; 4 in Brooklyn; 8 in The Bronx;
1 in Queens_and 2 in Ric“mond.

Work has also heen stomped c¢n the erection of permanent concrete
henches %o replaée tre wnrn nut iren berches formerly used throughout the system,
fehabilitation nf lawn areas and bridle paths and miscellaneous repairs to older

structures in the park system.
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Bids were opened today in Albany by the State Department of Public Works
for the contract for paving lLawrence Street, Rodman Street and Horace Harding Boule~-
vard, a total length of two miles. The eﬁginee:s'estimaxe‘Was $775,000.00, The
three lowest bidders were:

Johngon, Drake & Piper, Inc.
First National Bank Bldg., Freeport, L.I. $714,784,04

J.P. Burns )
Dumont , Mew Jersey 719,635.9%0

Garofanc Ceongtruction Co., Inc.
Mount Vernon, New York : 722,085460

The contract plans were prepared by fthe Engineer of Highways, Borough of -
Queens, from leyout designs prepared by the Depertment of Paﬂﬁs. This work follows
the General Development plan for Flushing Meadow Park and marginal roads. The road-
ways are important traffic erteries and are egsential to the operation of the bus ard
passenger traffic during the Fair. Horace Harding Boulevard ig the main east-west
artery between Northern Boulevard and the CGrand Central Parkway and wiil carry large S

‘ volumes of traffic fram the north and south marginal roads. Horace Harding Boulevaid

has been realigned through the park so as to eliminate sharp curves existing in the
pregent road which will be used as a detour during the construction of the new road-
WaYe |

Upon 00mplétion of the road, the pregent Strong's Causeway wi;llbeccue part
of the park aréa. The construction of this roadway will be carried on ;%ncﬁrrently_
with three major projects in this area: (1) Construction of the Boulevard bridge over
the Flushing River, which iz being built under the direétion of the New York State
Department‘of Public Works by Chas. ¥. Vachris, Inc.; (2} The pedestrian overrass
over Horace Harding Boulevard. This is to be built by the World's Fair and will
connect the State Amphitheatre with the Theme Buildings The center portion of this

gtructure will remain after the Fair. During the Fair, a temporary structure will be



T

built as pa -t of the bridege to carry buses in addition to pedestrian traffic; (3) The
construction of a 48" water main in the line of the present Strong's Tauseway., This
work is being done under the direction of the Devartrent of Uater Supply, Gas &
Blectricity by Oak Hill Consiruction Company.

Lawrence and Rodﬁan Streets, forming the essterly bounéary of tle nain
rortion of the park, will be paved with bituminous macadam and vill have a 24-foot
roadway next to the nark, a 20-foot central nall containing the trolley tracks, and
an ovter reoadway 32 feet wide.

The portion of Corona Avenue to be paved under this contract will connect
Horace Harding Boulevard with 11lth Street, which forms the west boundary of the main
rortion of tre park.

This work will tie in the access roads from the Grand Central Parkway Ex-
tension and will corplete the traffic cloverleaf at this polnt.

This i3 the second of seven contracts to be lét by the State Departmént of
Public Works with funds appropriated this year for construction of basic traffic
facilities needed for the development of Flushing Meadow FPark, and to handle tle
érowds eXpected at the Fair., Out of seven sinilar contractis let last yesar, two have

been completed and the other five are well under way and will be complebed this sumrier,

End
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The Deparitment ~f Farks tonk bids this afternonn for

greding and paving rcads and parking spaces on Randall's Island, to-~

gether with incidental drainage structures, topsciling, irrigation

and féncing.
This is the first of a series of ccntracts teo supple~

ment the bulk of the work ~n Randall's Island, including the Stadium
and cafeteria being completed by relief forces, It is also the first
contract +o be let in the 1937 Capital Outlay Budget of the Park De-

partment, and is the first unit in a $3,000,000 program being financed

In order tc maske the Stadium aceessible last year,

frem this seurce,
temporary rsads on Preshly depnsited f£ill were laid by the Triboreugh

The fill having seittled satisfactory, permanent

Bridge Authcoritye.
Subsegquent contracts will provide

pavement can now be placed safely.

a lighting system and ccmplete the landscaping of the Island,

The three lowest bidders are:

1, J. Leopold & Cow TNCe & o o o o $297,671.25

. 60 East 42nd Street

New York City

2, Elmhurst Contracting Co. Inc. . -« o 315,412,755
5304 - 97th Place

Corona, Long Island
. 316,366.75

3¢ B. Turecamo Contracting Cos » « « « »

Yew Cropsey Latne

croovlyn, New York
2376,537,00

The engineerts estimate was
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Coincident with Arbor Day, the Park Derart:ent ennounces that
19,000 trees znd 468,400 shrubs will be planted this rear throughout
the city park and porkvay systenm.

Yot muny people realize the volume of work performed by the
fores‘fry section of the Park Demnrtnent, in caring for 1,195,671 vwiood-
land park cnd parkwey trees occupying 2,815 acres end 977,750 street
trees vhich shade our parks end streets throughout Greater l'ew York.
Hai;y wooded tnd plonted areecs,in which little or no forestry work had
been done in the npast, have been, thr_r‘-ugth nodern silviculiure, trons-
formed into sections of nerk-like appenrance and are now maintained on
a normnl besis, thereby permitting requests for the core of trees re-
ceived from citizens nnd other sources to be handled dith more oromot~
ness and.pr‘ecision than heretofore.

For the »nast severnl years requests from citizens to hove
work done on trees hove becore 80 nuwierousg thet, at the preseﬁt tings,
they reaquire z great vo;urae of work. In 1936, 30,169 rcquests were
receivod, of which 27,904 were inspected cnd taken eare of, in addition
to the routine forestry work.

The pruning of trees constitutes thé ne jor operation of the
forestry section and is carried on continuously throughout the year,
During the pnst year, 136,393 street cnd park: trees were pruned - on in-
crease of 40,025 over the previous vyear,

| 4,552 treces barled by cutomobiles, horses smd vandols were
cared for. 18,662 trees with cavity work and old viounds in a bad stnte
of deecay were nttended to. On the new porkrays and nlaoygrounds, 17,990
new trees wore stoked, puyed and braced to rrevent then fron being dis-
lodged, blown over snd uprooted by vaondals, storns or high winds. Over
5,000 undernourished trees werce fortilized, using approx_imately 48 tons
of materinl,

Due to astorm darmage ond general clean-up of dend, diseoasod

and undegirable trees, 21,473 trees wore rengved,
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The control of inscet pests and fungi diseases in one of the
forestry section's important functions and a najor opcration. In
controlling the Tent Catorpillar, Japenese Beetle, Tussock and Gypsy
Iloth, the Dutch Elr disease and other pests, the department used 3,049,015
gallons of spray solution in treating 483,354 trecs and 393,683 shrubs
and plants, Ilush more spraying could have been accomplished if additional
adequate eguipment had been avallable, Spreying asctivities sontinue
throughout the yoar except in oxtreme cold weathcr, During June, July
snd August, the lack of cquipment necessitated working spray crews in
two shifts, starting at 4:30 in the nmorning and vrorking until 8:30 P.M.
Congiderable time was lost in having worn-out and obsolste equipnient

- 1laid up for repairs. Two new spray machines wore purchnsed end used in
1936, and four More will be available for use this rear.

Tho City Park Department, in cooperation with the Statc Con-
servation Deportnient, nade considersble wrogress in checking tho advance
of .tho Gypsy Moth in The Bronx, where heavy infestations were found
within the eity limits. In this arca a systenatie inspeetion of sll
shede, fruit and woodland trces and clso shrubbery wos made for Gypsy
"oth ogg masses which, after being located, were destroyed.

Cbnsiderable hoadway was nade in controlling the stread of
the Dutch Flm discasc by the ranoval epd buwrning of 330 trces ond
stunps. The progross riade in stenping out thig discase is gratifying
when one realizes thet these represented one-third of the number found

in 1935, and only onec-sixth of those diszcovered in 1534,

End
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The Fask Departzent sanounces that the Mary Harrimen Runsey

| Playground in Central Iark, om the site of the old Casino, is corpleted

and Illl be opened to the publio Friday, liay 7th, without formal oererony,

although htor thlt month & oast bronse plaque, now in ’)laoe, will be un-

niled by the m fanily snd interested rrienda. in memory of llrs.

T e e e e e gty rm i e 1 < ik e 4 PO T A S P

‘Rssey who, @8 a philenthropist, wes enthusiastically interested in ohild

~ welfare.

After a legal confliet which sterted shartly after Cormissioner
Yoses took affice in Jamary, 1934, the city gained on iy 1st| 12&2 an
unanimous viotory in the Appellate Division of the Supreme Cowrt on the
Question of the Park Demartment's right to renove, for purnoses of other
parke development, buildings whioh hes besn erected solely as incidental
to paxk use. Immediately W. P. A, vorkmen started to tear down the old
Casing, formerly an exclusive high-priced restaurant end night-club set
aside for a2 few people of wealth, and of no use to the oneral public.

This one and one~quarter aore area occupied by the Casino
builéing epd its pearking spage, now offers facilities for a juvenile age
group not provided for in the marginal playzrounds fof sixll children lo-
cated arcund the perimeter of Central rark ;nd rerks another step in
sotting aside active play space within the perk to insure to older people
the enjoyment of nearby spaces for qulet and relexatior. DBesides swings,
slidga end othor play equipwent, & large oval-shaped wading pool has been
construsted., Encirdlin@ it is a roller-skating track, cround whose outer
edgo are pernanent benelies under shadec trces for guardians of children
and tbr children to adjust thoir skates. Confort facilitics for boys and
girla, separated by 2 latticcd omen shelter, arc incorporutod in a brick
building of Georsian architecturc, The entire mea, facludines paths and
landscapinge was desimmod to connect snd fit the playorevnd to existing

surround ing park featurcs.

End
CENTRAL PARK CASINO:

Closed -~ February 25, 1936
Court Order to condemn building - May 1, 1936
Demolition started - May 6, 1936
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Hereafier all reguler omployes paid on a five day
or six day limit per week will be paid in full on rainy days
but hourly seasonal employes on revenue producing facilities
wiil be paid only for hours of actual nesded work, The Park
Department is grossly ﬂndermanned and I have repeatedly com=
plained about this, Our greatly expanded facilities are being
used to capacity and we lack the force to maintain and protect
propérty and people. Police protection in the parks is a jokea
The Police Commissichor does not have enough men for his own
ﬁork. I have agreed to changg tﬁe recent ruling as to regular
per diem men because it may wérk too great & hardship in their
czse, but the fact is that the public should come first and
that the city should decide whether to keep up the playgrounds,
parks and parkways or give them up., Personally, I have been

consistently in favor of a per annum salary for our regular men,

ROBERT MOSES

COMMISSIONER
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A group of students ig__\ College of Architectnra of

Cornell Univ‘ersity are making ek—end stud of landacaped PIOp=
erties and facilitiea in the New York City park system.

' The group under the guidanca of City park executives will
via_i_f!;:_-Central P_ark, West Side Improvement, Fort Tryon Park, Hen_ry.
‘Hudson Parkway, Triborough Bridge, Astoria and Hamilton Fish Swirie

-'mi’ng Pools,' Flushing Meadow Park, the mm site of the New York
| World's Fair 1939 Inc., and also many other park pmpertflin the |

varioua boroughs.

e
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Last fall the Park Department, as part of its horticultural progrem,
bedded 115,000 Tulip bulbs et variocus locations throughout the city.

The mogt intensive be.dding was in the five center nalls on fﬁt. Eden
Avenue from Walton to Weeks Avenues. Here 15,860 double early bedding Tulips
of the varieties Courcnne Dtor, lr, Van Tubergen and Orange Fassau, ranging in
color from -orénge-red to eream—yell&w provide a central motive in a formerly
barren area. The five Dlocks have been rehabilitated 1o form a series of
turn panels enclosing geometrically arranged flower beds and encircled by
broad walks around the edres of which have been placed permanent concrete bencheg
with shede trees at their backs. The early tulips now in blossom will be at
their height on Sunday.

Other tulip beds are located in the Bronx at Pelham Parlway, the
Colonial .Gﬁrdeﬁs in Van Cortlandt Park, and on Claremont Parkway. In Manhattan
tulips have been set in City Hall, Foley Scuare, Union Sguare, Washington Squave,
Dyckman House, and Carl Schurz Parks, in the Plaza at 59th Street and Fift.h
Avenue, and around the Seal Pool in the Zoo in Central Park; in Queens there
will be a display in King Park, Jackson IHeights Playground, and Buddy Monument
at 108th Street and 1frrtle Avemue; while in Brooklyn - Columbia Heights, Brower
and Prospect Pai'ks; and in Richmond, at the Cloves Lake Field House in Jloves

Lake Park, there are further displays. |

End

s
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The Depariment of Parks announces that the Tavern-On-The
' ; ¢-3o

Green and'Claramont Restaurant will reopen on May lst,.

The.Tavern, formerly the old Central Park Sheepfold, lo-
cated.on the west side of Central Park oppesite 67th Street, remocdeled
and opened to the public as a popular priced restaurant in 1934, has
been entirely redecorated. New equipment has been provided in the
kitchens and dining rooms. It will be operated this year by the Savarins
Management Inc., wh» also oﬁerate restaurants in the Walderf Astoria,
the Equitable Building, the New York Life Building and Pennsylvanis
Railroad stations in New York, Philadelphia, Washington and Pittsburgh.,
The iavern will open at 7:30 in the morning, when a canter breakfast
.will be served for eqﬁestriana and other early vipitors to the park.
Breakfast will be from 50 cts. up, iuﬁcheon 85 ets, and up, and dinner

"$1.35 and up; or one may eat a-l-carte.

The historie Claremont was built in 1806; and¢ is receg-
nized as one ~f New York's landmarks, overlooking the Hudsen River on
) Riferside Drive nnrth »f Grant's Tomb., The exterior has been'repéinted
" and the interior has been renovated, It will open on May lst at 6:30
PuM,, for dinner. A new cocktail bar has been provided and the indnor
seating capacity increased considerably. ILunchesn will be $1.00, dinner
$1.5ﬁ, special supper $1.00, and breakfast on Sundays until 1 PuM., 50

¢ts. and up.

At both lecations tree-shaded outdoor dining terfaces,
with their gay sun umbreilas, will be much more attractive thén in
former years. The trees and flowering shrubs planted three years ago
are now fully established and will scon be blooming profuselys ZEnter-

tainment in the form of music and dancing will be provided nightly.

ke ek ok
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The Park Department announces that the Split Rock
Golf Course located at Split Rock Road and Shore Rosd, The
Bronx, will open %o the public on Saturday, Mey 1, 1937, at

6:00 A. M.

Playing conditions have been improved consider-
ably due %o rehabilitation work during the winter with re-

lief forces under the supervision of the Department of Parks.

R
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The Department of Parks amnounces that it will conduct the second mRnnual
Opportunity Contest for Amstour Musiciana, The contest will be open to bofh Junior
and senior musicians and will be held on the Mall, Central Park, during the month
of June,

Any bey or girl in the five boroughs who hasn*t reached his 17th birthday
is eligible to enter the junior division which is divided into three age groups;
6th thra 9th yeér, 10tk thru 13th vear, 14th thru 16th yeer. Playground and district
eliminations will be conducted prior to the borough eliminations which will be held
on Saturday, May 29th, at 2:30 P.M,, at Roosevelt Playground,)Manhattan; Malialy
Ylayground, Bronx; Forest Park, Queens; and on June ?th.at 8:30 P.M. at Silver Lake
Park, Richmond., The four best musicians will be chosen from éaeh age group to
represent the borough at the sami-finals. The final contest Will take place on the
Mall, June 19th, at 2:30 P.M.

All other contestants over 16 years of age are eligibie to enter the senior
division.. With the exception of Manhattan, where the borough finals wili be held on
the Mall, Central Park, the borough eliminations will be conducted at the same loca-
tions mentioned above at 8:30 P.M. on the following days; - Tuesday, June l,ﬂmsnhatt&n}
and The Bronx;' Thursday, June 3, Brooklyn and Richmond; Monday, June 7, Richmond.

At this time the five best musicians will be selected to represent the borough at
the city-wide final contest on the Mall on June 10 atm8§50_PdM...

Each cOntestant will be permitted one solo whlch rendltzon must be cempleted
within five minutes, Any type of music may be played. The basis of ratlng by the
judges will consist of tone, technique and rythm 60%, execution 30%, type of selsetion
05%, appearance {position considered)} 05%, Contestants may register in any of the

foellowing groups:

A, Piano

B, Violin, viola, celle, basso

C. Banjo, mandolin, guitar, ukelele, zither

D. Trumpet, tromboms, French horn, tuba.
mellophone (alto} bugle _

E. Clarinet, oboe, flute, bassoon, fife,
3axophone English horn

F. Xylaphone, drums

Ge. Harp

H. Accordians

1. Bagpipes, one man bands

J. Miscellaneous

Suitable prizes will be awarded to the winners, Entry blanks may be secured

from playground directors or by applying to the borough offices of the Department of

Parks. ST
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3ids were cpened in slbany today by the State Department of Public Works
for a contract for paving the Hutchinson River Parkway Extension in Pelham Bay
Park.

Of 9 bids reccived the three lowest woero:

Ruscisno & Sons Corp., 728 last 212th St.,New York City § 329,229,
Tuckahde Construction Co.,Ine., Tuckshoe, N.Y. 353,050.

Bronx Water Works Corp., 1 Riverdale Avo. ,New York City $58,080, .

Tbe engineer's cstimate was $401.669.50.

The contract provides for paviﬁg four lancs of perkway from its present
torminus at thce Boston Post Road at the Westchester County Line and Eastern
Boulevard at 3ertow Station: alsc for the construction of a tomporary macadam
rozdway from the latter point to the Tastchestor Croek Bridge for nmorthbound
traffic only. Wetails of the contract include grading, pating in concreto and
macadan, construction of curbs and culverts, topsoiling;'installation of drainége,
guard rails, traffic markers, ete. |

The Department of Plant and Structures will let contracts during May for
the widening of the Eastchestor Creek Bridge, and the Borsugh President of the
Broni is now engsged in widening and paving Eastern Boulevard hotwoen the Pelham
Bay Terminus of the I. R, Te Subway and Middletﬁwn Roud, When all these projects
are completcd through comrmmication betwoen the Triborough Bridge and the

Hutehinson River Parkway in Uestchester County will be established.
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The Department of Parks announces that due to weather
conditions the aympctasmaduhhe Split Rock Golf Course in Pelham Bay
Park, The Bronx, is unplayable and will not be open until Saturday,
May 1st.
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Bids wrre opened today in Albany by the State Department of Publie Works

on & contract for paving and trolley track relocetion of the main artery crossing
Flushing Ileadow Park along llorace Harding Boulevard, Lawrence and Rodman Streets,

and Corona Avenle. The three lowest hidders were:

Johnson, Drake & Piper, Frecport L.I. - 3 298,703.50
4. P. Burns, Dmont, H.J. - 318,185.50
The TImiick Construction Co., I'eriden, Conn.- 522,?55.20

This contract was prepared, in accordance with the City Park Dejartment 's
bagic scheme for ithe develomient of Mlushing lleadow Park, by the Engineer of High-
ways, Borough of (ueens. It is one of the nost important paving jobs in connection
with the improvement of Flushing I'eadow Park, the site of the 1939 Vorld's Fair,

. The portion of Horace Harding Boulevard passing through the park will be
paved with concrete on a new alignnent connecting the existing bridge over Grand
Central Parkway Extension and the new bridge over the Tlushing River, now under
construction. Strong's Causeway, the nresent route through the park, will be
abandoned and will becorne a pért of the park. There will be two 4% foot widths of
paﬁemént, geparated by a 10 foot island and a wrought iron fence to discourapge
pedestrian croésing except at properly protected places. East and west-bound
trolley tracks of the Jorona Avenue line pass through the park on Hbface Harding
Boulevard and new treocks will.be laid olong with the new paverient.

Lawrence and Rodnan Sireets, forniné the easterly boundary of the rain
portioh of the park, will be paved with biturincus ilacadan and will have a 24 foot
'roadway next to the park, a 30 foot'central nall containing the trolley tracks, and
an outer roadway 32 feet wide.

The ﬁortion of Corona Avenue to be paved under this contract will connect
Horace Harding Boulevard with 111th Street, which forris the west boundary of the main
portion of the park.

This is the first contract out of seven to be let by the State Devartrient
of Public Works with funds aprropriated this yowr 2or construction of basic traffic
facilitiea nééded for the develomient of Flushing lleadow Park, and to handle the
crowds éxpected at the Fair., Out of seven similar contracts let last year, two
have been coﬁpleted and the other five arc well under way and will be conpleted this

.

SIS .
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%. A hearing before the Committee of the United States

Senate on Commerce will be held lednesday morning at 10:30 in
the Capitol, The Cormittes is considering the Federal bill,
introduced by Senato.r Copeland, for the authorization of
%2,500,000 for inproverients to Flushine Bay at the north end

of Flushing leadow Park, It is proposed that this noney be
devoted to dredging, bulkheadiﬁg and the erection of a monunental
watergate at the boat basin which is now under construetion

by the State Department of Public Vorks.

Grover A. lhalen, President of the Vorld's Fair
Corporation, will present the plans folr the improvercnts.
Aiding him will be the nenbers of the Cormittec on Dasic In-
proverkents of Flushing Meadow Park, a group of City. and State
officiéls charged with the coordination and proaress of the
various governnental agoncies inveolved in its construction.
Representatives of commercisel and shippiﬁg interests, as well ’*
as proponents of pleasurc bhoating facilities, will also be

prescenta
End

Attached:
Report on Inprovenent
of Flushing 3Bay
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The Department of Parks announces that the winter and spring use
of the play centers inaugurated September 24th last year terminated yesterday
so that the areas can be cleaned, painted and generally prepared for the
coming swimming season. The swimming pools will re-open to the public 10 AM.
aturday, May 29th. Children under 14 years of age will be zdmitted free from
16 £.M. to 12:30 P.M, every day except Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. After
2 P.M. children unider 14 ysars of age will he adﬁitted for ten cents and all
others ©or tweaty cente,

2,081,100 children and adults have made use of the facilities offered
since the close of last yeer's swimming season. In the peol areas handball,
shuffle board, paddle fennis, taslet bail, volley ball and various group games
were provided for. During the winter when the weather was too cold, the
activities were moved into the buildings where sccial dencing and calisthenics
were conducted besides ping pong, checkers, guoits and other quiet games.
These games were at all times under the competent supervision of men trained
to instruct in and conduct the activities.

Tournaments were arranged in the various sports and team and individual
winners were selected to compete in city-wide championships. The boyg' basket
ball play center championship was won by a team from Astoria and ths girls'
basket ball championship by a team representing Crotona, Individual handball
championships were won by members of the Highbridge team. Girls from the

| Red Hook Play Center won five of their eight matches and the girls from Sunset
won the other three. Checkers proved an attraction, especially among older

men, with groups of 50 participating daily.

# # F #
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The Department of Parks announces the opening todsy of two new
playgrounda; two new park buildings and two remodeled park aress.

In Manhattan at 63rd Street and York Avenues, the new Rockefeller
Playground which was acquired on permit from the Rockefeller Institute for
Madical Research, is equipped with garden swings, play houses, asend box and
venches with shede tuees.

At West 45%h Street, just east of Tenth Av&nue, the new playground
has see-sawrs, swings, jungle gym, garden swings, slides, sand tables, play
houses and game tables for chess, checkers and backgemmon,; and also benchea
anﬁ ghade trecs.

In Stuyvesant Paxk, Second Avenue, between 15th and 17th Streets,
the northwest section of the park has been rehabilitated. This is a passive
recreational area, and arcund its two semi-circular walks there are continuous
rows of permanent concrete benches. Also in Stuyvesant Park in the souih end
of the section west of Second Avenue the ectagonal shapeci brick comfort station
epened temporarily for public use last summer is entirely completed and reopened.

In 3rooklyn, in the playground at New Utrecht Avenue and 70th Street,
the new brick recreation building is ef occtagonal design with rectangular wings
and houses cemfert facilities fer boyé and girls, a mother's room and a largs
play room for iﬁdoor dressing in inclement weather.

In Queens, at 214th Place and 35th Avenue, Crocheron Park has been
completely redesigned and reconstrucf.ed. The entire 44 acres have been Tegraded
and landscaped. New walks, benches, drainage and ir_r_igation gystems have been

installed.
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The Marine Parkway Authority announces the
receipt of estimatea today for the completion of the
grading and paving in Jacod Riis Park, &ueens.

This contract will connect the traffic circle
at the Rockaway terminus of the Marine Parkway Bridge
with Washington Avemue at the southeast corner of the
Park, and will also comnect with the extension of Beach
Channel Drive which is to be constructed by the Borough
President of Quesus,

The three lowest bids received were:

1. Good Roads Eng. & Contracting Co..
W&ntagh, L.1. ¢176,469000

2.. Wooderest Construcsion Co.,
415 Lexington Ave., NY City 176,796.,00

3. ‘1the Immick Co,. Ine, -
Meriden,.  Conn, 180,095.00

The Engineer's estimate was #189,000.00
The work being done in Jacob Riis Park will
be completely finished upon the opening of the Marine

Parkway Bridge on July 3, 1937.

End
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’fhe Department of Parks smnounces ﬁhe opening of nine of
the ten golf courses under its jurisdiction on Saturday norning, April
17th at 6 AJM. Due to weather conditions, the opening of Split Rock
Golf Course will be deferred to April 24th, westher permitting, as play
at this tine would be very detriméntal to the future use of this ecourse,

The new club houses at Dyker Beach and Silver Leke Golf
Courses are not as yet campleted and +emporary azjranga:imts have been
made at these two courses to accormodate polferse

Fees will be the same as last year, 310 for a season per-
mit, $5 for a limited permit good fi'am Vonday to Friday exclusive of
holidays, $3 for a junior limited permmit good froam lMondey to Friday
exclusive of holidays. Daily fees are $.75 fraon llonday to Friday and
$1,00 on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. Reservations may be rpde at
the following borough ofi'ices, for gtarting time on Saturdays,. Sundays

end holidays.

Trenont 2-5400
South 8~-8300
Cleveland 34600
Gibraltar 2-7640

Bronx =~ Zabrowski Mansion, Clarenont Park
Brooklyn Litchfield Mansion, Prospect Park
@Qieens . Overlook, Forest Park, Kew Gardens
Richmond Field I'ouse, Clove Lakes Park



SHT Neldw
iy ‘l" rm————

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS For Release

ARSENAL. CENTRAL PARK
TEL. REGENT £4-1000

ANNOUNCEMENTS AS TO WEST SIDE IMPROVIMENT

AND MARINE PARKWAY OPENINGS

The West Side Luprovement from 72nd Street {o Dyckman Street ﬁﬁfj
will be completed next fall. The Express Highway‘will not be opehed
in sections during the summer because this would interfere with park
reconstruction work and would simply create serious traffic conges-
tion at such entrances as at 79th and 96th Streets. The entire Ex-
press Parkway will be opened to traffic from 72nd to Dyckman Sireet
in goptember.

Almost ail of %he reconstriucte® Riverside and Fort Washington
Purks will be opened to fhe puhlie on or before the opening of the A
Parkway, but coﬁsiderable landscaping and cleanup work will have to be
done du?ing the remainder of the fall. The new upper level of the
Henry Hudson Biidge, including an additional bridge over Djckman Sireet
and wider approaches, will be completed in the late fall,
| It will be necessary for the public to be patient during the
summer with conditions elong Riverside Drive because most of the area
will be torn up and work will be proceeding at top speed on many con-
tracts, _

As 1o the Marine Parkway Authority and the new 1ift bridge over
Jumeica Inlet, comnecting Brooklyn and Queens and the imprcvements at
Jacob Riis Park, these will be available to the public during the present
surmer. Under a recent speeding up agreement with the ﬂmﬁricgn Bridge
Company, the new bridge, originally scheduled for opening on August 1,
will open on Saturday, July 3 at noon. ¥While a good deal of work will
remain to be completed on that Aate, the bridge will be opened to traf-
fic and will affofd access to Jucob Riis P-rk and the Rockaways from
Brooklyn, This schedule calls for the opening of the bridege thirteen
months after it was gtarted, which is believed to be a record fﬁr this
kind of comstruction. Tre toll charge for passsenger aufom;biles on the
Muirine Porkway will be fifteen cents. Trere will be no éharge for pedes-~
trians. Truck charges will be from twenty-five cents up. Buses, except-
ing those operating on a regular schedule under psrmit and francﬁise;

will be charged fifty cents for the use of the bridge.

/s/  ROBERT MOSHS

Yoy Commissioner
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The Department of Parks announces the opening of
a8 new recreation building in St. Jaies Purk at Jerome Avenue
angd lgist Stréet, The Bronx. |

The opening of this building marks the completion
of the redesign of.this eleven and one-~half acre park, the
reconstruction of which began in 1935,

The dbuilding is constructed of brick with a slate
roof and provides men's and women's comfort station facilities,
a mother's roon and_a large play room for indoor games during
inclement weather.

The twelve earth surfaced tennis courts which were
formerly in the park, have been resurfaced, eight with ciay
and four with asphalt, thereby pro?iding longer periocds of
play during the early spring and late fall when alternating
periods of freeze and thaw ordinarily render c¢lay courts unusable.
During sub-freezing temperatures the asphalt courts are also
flooded for ice-skating. One hundred and eighty-nine new
conerete benches have been installed, four thousand new trees
and shrubs planted and seven new concrete drinking fountalns
installed, all fitting into a comprehensive landscape scheme.s

The old frame maintenance sheds for the siorage of
tools have been removed and the old comfort station will be

demolished next week.
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The Henry Hudson.lkmwmial Column which stands as a landnarbksr in Spuyten

Duyvil, opposite R227th Street, was dedicated by Govermor Charles Evans Hughes
during the Hudson~Fulton celsbration in 1909. I% had been intendsd to surmount

the Dorie shaft with & bronze statue of Henry Hudson, Flans had advanced to the
stage of having a model made by Karl Bitter, l'.A., the eminént seulptor, who died
in 1915, In an endeavor %o raise funds fbr the statue, iis plas{er cast was placed
on display in the lobby of the Hotel Astor, Considerable corment was caused at the
time by the disappearance of the model from its place of exhibition.

Park Comrissioner Robert Hbses,_sgle Hember of the Heury Hudson Parkway
Authority, announces that the Authority will furnish the statue and he has re-
tained Karl ., Gruppe, who for years was.associated with I'r, Bitter, to undertake
the reproduction of the original design. Fortunately, the sculptor's widow, who
resides 8t 209 Bast 72nd Street; has & photograph of the original modél and it will
be used as a bagis for the reproduction. |

The statue will Be completed at the tite of the complé%ion of the widening
of the Henry Hudson FParkway and the doubie«dscking of the eXistiﬁg bridge over the
Harlem éhip Canal,

The shaft extends 100 feet from the ground and the statue will be 16
feet in helght, It will represent the famousg navipator and explorer clad in rough
sea-going garments over which he wesars a loose sheepskin jerkin. He stands erect,
with one hand readily near the hilt of hig sword, gazing out over his river.

- The north and south faces of the shaft contain recesses intended for
bronze bas-reliefs, which were to have been executed By .M, Shrady, AJi.A. These
bas-reliefs, each 7'2" x 9'6", will also be designed and executed by lir. Gruppe.
Mr. Grupfe has been in charge of the monument restoration projects of the Park De-
partment sinece early 1954.and has superintended the pehabilitation of rany of the
City's monuments sinee that time. Iiotable among these projects have beeh the Iaine
HMemorial and the Columbus ilonument at Columbus bircle, the Seventh Regiment lMonu-
ment at Fifth Avenue and 67th Street, the Joan of Arc Statue on Riverside Drive,
and the restoration of the lVynn Memorial Foqntain in Ui;liansburg, Brooklvn. At
the present time, he is superintending the reproduction of the fanous St. Gaudens
bag~relief which forms part of the base of the Adniral Farragut llonument in Uadison
Square Park.

Additional land is being acgquired in the vicinity of the statue to form
a meriorial park to the jate Bernard S. leutsch, and plans have been prepared to
enclose the entire plot with an ornamental wrought iron fence in which a nenorial

gateway to the late Aldermanic President will be set at Weat 2287th Street, oppogite
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The Department of Parks announces the opining of four now and
one remodeled rocrestion buildings and a new plavground on April 3rd, as well
as the completion of alterations of the Favern-On~The Green-in Ceﬁtral Park
and the Clarcmont Inn on Riverside Drive. The two restaurants will be opened
in early May.

In Manhattan o new recreation building has been completed at
Jay Hood Wright Park, Fort Washington Avenuc and 174th Street. It is of
granite construction with slate roof, the central scction is of octagonal shape
connected to rectangular wings by scmi-cirveular loggias; the building contains
a comfort station for men and women, a mother's reom, & large play-room and a
dirsctor's room.

In Brooklyn, at Union Streect, between Van Brunt Street and N
Hamilton Avenue, & new brick building hes comfort station facilitics for boys
and girls and a large play=-room. The old building at Red Hook playground st
Pioneer and Richard Strcets, has beon completely ronovated and has modern com-
fort station facilities for boys =nd girls as well =2s = play-ro&m for indoor
gemes., |

In Cuecns 4 new ployground has beén constructad at 135th Street
and Lincoln Streét. 1t hgs been equivmed with swings, sce-sawg, slides, sand
tebles, pley-houses end a wading pool for smnll children.  Hendball, shuffle-
board and tecble tennis couris, 2 large pl-y aren with 2 soft ball diamond and
an oval rollef skating track hes baun constructed for older boys and- girls.

.In the Nowbtown Elmhurst scction, at 92nd Strezt and 56th Ave-
nue, 2 new recreation building of brick construction is ready for use by the
publics It contoins a boys and girlsf comfort stntion, 2 mother's room and
play~-room. |

At Crocheron Park, 33rd Avenue and 215th Plncoe the new builde-
ing hes a comfort station, a large loungs, locksr rooms and shower baths.

Tﬁe Tevern-0n-The Groen, at Ceontral Park West ond 66th Street
will bo under new menagement this season, It will be oporsted under the direc-
tion of the Savarins Menagement Inc. The Tavérn hos been cntireiy Tenovatced

and will accommodate 450 persons for table service, provided by weitrosses,
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who will suponlant the woiters used last year,

A conter breckfast will be served each morning for egues-
trians using the bridle poths boginning at 8 AJM., and specisl provisions
will bc mnde for afternoon tea from 3 P.M. to § P.M. Ligquid refreshments
may be secursd at the standup bar and will =lso be ssrved at the tables.

Claremont Inn on Riverside Drive will zgrin be operated
under the direction of the Riverside-Clarcmont Inc. The structure hes
been completcly redecorated and will provide groater seating capacity.
Breskfast, luncheon, tea, dinner and late suppers will be served. An

orchestra for dancing will be provided in the evenings.

END
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/3/37 = 6l1 = Bids opened for paving =nd drainsge of East service road

{n Tlushing MNesdow Park from Long Ialend Rail*oad to Boat
Basin on Flushing Bay.

!/673/37 - B2 ~ Biés recelved for superstructurs, plumdbing, heating,
. ventilating & elecetrical contracts for the eity buildings,
World's Falr.

v’é}4/37 - 613 = Cormissioner announced fireworks display at Jacob Rils Park
- every Friday evening throughout Auvgust.

.L879/37 - 614 - Park Cormlssioner asks that locked school recreation
) " facilities be opened to the public,

LS?g;s? - 615 = Hillbilly ms-musical contest, Listing of pﬁrks where held.

11/37 = 616 - Third anniversary of model pleygroundas == listing of
lecaticons,

'8716/37 =~ 617 =~ Announcement of wading pool activities throukhout playground .
systems to take place August 17th. '

\ 8/22/37 - 618 =~ Schedule of eliminations for the barbér_shop quartet contest,
ws:uj,ca 8/6/37 = 619 « Next steps in City Parks Program by Robert Moses,
ug// {Interview, %vening Journal) o
/12/37 - 620 - Finals for 1937 golf chempionship, La Tourette Golf Course.

tjﬁgﬁiiﬂﬁiﬁ? UK7i%/5? - 621 - \Noving of Bronx Administrative Office to new administration
- building a% Bronx Park East and Birchall Avanue, Bronx Park.

., 3 LER_ -t &'?AEK&I'EFW'&‘#W@' e 308 ;;""t"'"s

e (g - = 1 E; )
8 ~—§33— -  Second smnfal city-wide’ Aiving end/ swimming ceampionship,
s 7 Astoria pbol, August 20th.

.ﬁgﬁt?/sv - 622 =~ Bilds teken bulkheading along South Shore of Flushing Bey/

§£&7757 - 623 =~ Helen Hamchuck, two millionth person to make ust of facilities
at twelve municipally operated swirming pools.
& -

_[9/&7757 -~ 624 ~ Second annual city~wlde diving end swimming championship contest
at Astoria Pool, August 20th. '

LB}E??S?, -625 ~ Letter of Commisgioner to Interatate Senitation Commission on
development of waterfront areas.
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Henry Hudson Parkway Authority snnounces that bids were
taken today on paving the new upper level northbound
approach from Dyckmen Street $o Henry Hudson Bridge;
contract being part of widening program, end aslso in-
cludes upper deck on Henry Hudspn Bridge.

Pinsls of Harmoniéa Contest on Mall, August 25thl

Memorandum on 1938 Budget Request, August 24th, 1937,
aigned by Commissicner lMoses.

SR IR .
Police protectlon needs to be increased 1n City Parks
to prevent crime and vandalism, '

Letter %o Herald Tribune, replying to article which had
sppeared regarding coutroversy beiween the Board of
Educatlon snd Commissioner NMoses on play areas, *

Finels of children's amasiteur singing contest on
Frideay, August 27th on Mall, Central Park,

4,000,000th car passed over Henry Hudson Bridge...
Traffic so heavy that second bond lssue hes been
mzde to build upper deck...

Tinels of Hill Billy Contest on Mall, Central Park,
September 8%h.

Letter to Interstate fovmmx Sanitation Commission on
poliution of various aress.

Informal opening of new playground at 30th Road between
45%h & 46%th Streets, Astoria, meking total of 236 play-
grounds edded to recreational system... .

~Teseroo’
Official ovening of new Williemsbridge Rsewvods Plgrd,
208th Street & Balnbridege Avenue, Bronx. Perade, games,
dences, %rack evenis and speeches.

Barber Shop Quartet Contest, Rendall's Island,
Sunday, September 12th.  Announcement, nzmes of par-
ticipants and prizes,

Closing of swirming pcols and beeches. Conversion of
swimming pools into active play saress and reopening as
such, Sgptember 18th.

Letter of Commissioner Moses, which. accompanied tickets
for Arsenal Grendstand on Leglonnalrea' Day.

Annovncement of opening of Horace Harding Blivd.

Announcement of formel opening of Conservatory Gardens
in Central Park on September 18th.

/\
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175rd Streets:

Reviewing stand for leglon pasrade. Erection,

Letter to Interstats Sanitation Commission from R. loses,
calling attention to park development from Palisades
Interstate Park south to the Narrows. Projects bordering
along thesge waters,

Letter %o Benjamin Schiffeldrin, in reference to selaries
of playground directors, From R. Moses.

Repert on revenue producing facilitles, resume of years —
1934 to 1937, ' ' '

Bids ovened by State Department of Public Works for

~completion of road beds in Flushing Bey

Presentation announcement -- Report on Great Kills Harbor
{ovooklet with maps ete.)

Officiel opening of six-and-seven<tenths miles of parkway
in connection with Vest Side Improvement, October 1Z2th.

Triborough Bridge Authority tock bids for completion of
work on Grand Central Parkway extension between St. Michael's
Cemetery and Northern Boulevard. \,

Exerelses In conneetion with opening of West Side Improve-
ment, October 1l2th.

Announcement of Henry Hudson Parkway being closed to
metoring pubdie from 7 p. m. to 7 a. m, until Novembsr 1lst.

Letter from Commissioner Moses to Bosrd of Estimate ab-
taching a copy of statement to press in answer to questions
as to the 1938 Executive Budget for maintenance and operation
of park systen. ¥

_ Announcenent of informal ceremony at completion of three

Gueens, Liberty Avenue between 172nd &
Herlem, Coloniezl Park on Bradhurst Avenue
Between 148th & 150th; Randall's Island west of cafeteria
building, >

new playgrounds:

Announcement of 5,000,000th car pessing over Henry Hudson
Bridpe.

List of interecsting places ln the parks of New York City.-

‘Announcement of exhibition of handicraft by ehildren of

nerks playgrounds, week of October 25th in building D of
Roosevelt Pleyground.

Announcement of new playground, two redesigned park areas

and new recreation ané comfort station huilding: Queens,

43xd Street between CGreenpoint & 47th avenue; in anhoattan

at Segond Avenue & East 17th Street; in Stuyvesant Park;

in Mt. lorrie Park, Madisoun fwvenue between 120%h & 1241h Strects.
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Fourth esnnual review of Civil Service Personnel and
“eguipment, October 28th, 10, a.m.

Announcement of apecial parties and progrems %o cele~
brate Eellowe'en in parks on Cetober 29th & 30th.

Chrysanthemem exhibit in Conservatcory Gardens, Central
Park. Annual chryzanthemum show at Prospect Park Green-
house, Cetober 31st, 10, a.m. :

Informal opening of two new playgrounds. One at Wil-
liemsburg Eousing Prcject on Scholes Street betwsen

Graham & Manhatten Avenue; the other at Dghill Road &
38th Streed, Drooklyn.

e

Announcement of soclal dances for the winter season.

Letter by Commissioner Woses in answer %o petition re-
questing ares In Riverside Park for degs.

Announcenen t of 2 new pleygrounds in Brooklyn - Powell &
Sackman Streets and at South 3d and Berry Streets.

Report from lir., MNozes to Board of fstimate on prorosed de-
veloprent of “Wards Island and Pesdestrisn Bridpe. Recommends
purchase of properiyv on Zast River Drive vetween 1078 =nd
1C04th Sts for »layeround. Submission of property lots 17

t0 24 inclusive and 121 in Block 1687. lMaps and pietures.

Letter from Thelma Jchnson suggesting Liberty for name of
Park. Letter to Thelma Johnson from Com. Moses,

Suprlementery description by Commissioner lMeoses as to pro-
posed pedestirien bridege to VWard's Island, explaining that
it may be reached by Queen's resideqta b} a remp without
peyment of toll. -

Announcement of closing of golf courses, also figures
of attendance at the ten municipel courses for past season.

Opening of three new playgrounds and a section of a re-
desipned recreation ares in Betsy Head Park. Playground
lccations: lanhattan -- esst of Harlem Housing Projecy,
between West 150th Street & West 154th Streefl; At Hinth '
Avenue batween Z7th and 28%h Streets in Chelsea Park on the
roof of the new Health Center Building, In queens, at
Urookville Gouleverd and Weller Avenue in Brookville Park. o

Announcement by Commissioner loses of accepbance from
Mr, John D. Reekefeller, Jr., of a plot of ground on

1504 Shreet west of Seventh Avenue «for a playsround.
(311} Zobinson playground.)

Al

" Py
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Statement in regerd to essault on Charles Klein in Central
Park, and siressing of need for:more pa¥rk pollicemen. 3y
Cormissioner Moges.

to press from Commiszioner iMoses accompanying report
ng request to Board of Estimate for the irmediszte
ion of rights-of-wey for new parkways...mentloning

nosed Improvement of beaches, foriheoning progranm
for four~year perks program, and propozed exiension of East
River Drive. Lol
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Announcement of opening without ceremonies of Hutchinson
River Parikway Zxtension.

Rids opened Tor planting and seeding along the Grand
entral Parkwey Zxtencion between the Long Island Rail-
oad and Horace Harding Boulevard, in Flushing Meadow
arx, ~Tueens. :

Lo LS B N5

Opening new playground in Cueens at 20%th Street between 88th
Avenue nad 89th ave. Totael number to-date is 358, . _
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS o ' SATURDAY i
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK - For Release vEcrprr 18,1937

TEL. REGENT 4—~1000 o /

The Department of Parks announces the opening
of a new playground in Quegns today.

The new playground at 20th Street between 88+th
and 89th Avenues is equipped with swings, see-saws, slides,
sand tables, play houses and portable shower, Basket ball
and volley ball courts encircled by an oval-shaped roller
skating track are also provided, Shade trees and permanent
concrete benches are included in the landscape treatment.

This playground will make a total of 250 which
have been added to the Park Departmentt's recreational sys-
tem since the beginning of the present administration. The

total number available $oday is 358.

~-END -



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS For Relesse DECEMBEE 11,1957

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK_
TEL, REGENT 41000

The Department of Parszs announces that the Hutechinson River

Paykway Extension will be opened to the motoring public, without cere-

monies, today. This project, which started on #ay 15th of this yeazr,
and which is the newest link in the parkway system of The Bronx connects
the highways of tliat Borough with Westchester County and New England.
The former terminus of the parkway was at Boston Post Eoad at the West-
cnester County line, &nd it has heeﬁ extended southward to Pelham Bridge
Road at Bartow Stution, providing a route to Eastern Boulevurd, the Tri-
worough Bridge, wnd the new Bronz-fihitestons Gridge now under construc—
tion &t Ferry Point. The State Depurtment of Public Yorks is preparing
plans Tor the sepuration of grades at the intersection of City Island
Road with Pelham Bridge Road, sc that the luncressed parkway trafific on
the former artery will notf interfere with City Islond and Orchard Beach
visitors,

Thié new two-mile Parkway, plammed by the Park Depariment and
built by the State Department of Public Worxs with Stute and Faderal high-
wey funds has vwe concrets lanes in euch direction, separsted by a cen-
tral mall, The grading is Sufficienthy wide to permit the construction
-of an additional lune on either side when nescessary.

Further to avoid congestion, the Department of Plunt and
Structures is widening the Pelhum Bridge over Fustchester Creex, by the
elimination of the westerly sidewsalx, thus providing additional roodwey
space for another lans of traffic, as the bridge wrng sctually only three

lanes wide.
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TeEL. REGENT 4—1000

Preliminary studies are also being made to extend Hutch-
inson River Purkway alung Westchester Cree« with a new bridge over Fast-
chester Crees t> Eastern Buulevard and Ferris &venue, where it will meet
the portion now being built by the Triborough Bridge authority as an ap-
proach to the new Bronx-Whitestone Bridge. This will route through traf-
fic from Wesichester County and lew England directly to Queens and Long
Igland without coming in contact with the heavy locel traffic from Orchard
?oach and City Island.

At midnight, today, the four and osne quarter mile Henry
Hudscn Parkway from Dyckman Street to the Wostchester County line,  the
first completed link in the express highway and parkway cystem that will
extend the full length of Manhattan Island and Ths Bronx, will have been
one yeur in sperction. On Novewmber 30th, the six millionth car passed
through the toll booths and it is estimated that approximately 6,819,487

cars will have pussed through by the end of today.
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS MONDAY, |
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK Far Relem ¢ NOVEMIER 29, 1%C

TeL. REGENT 41000 g _7 0,

Park Commissioner Moses announced that he has accepted from
Mr, John D, Rockefeller, Jr, the gift of a plot of ground on the north side
of West 150th Street just west of Seventh Avenue, to be used as a neighbor-
hood playground, In 1934, Bill Robinson, the tap dancer, made arrangements
with Mr., Rockefeller for the use of this property for playground purposes
and, after a survey of the neighborhood, Commigsjoner lloses agreed that the
Department of Parks would develoP the playground., Mr, Rockefeller gave his
permission promptly and it was opened to the public on November 4, 1934,

Although it is small, it takes care of an unusually large number
of children in this congested neighborhood and has been so successful that
Mr., Rockeleller decided that it should.be made a permanent part of the play-
ground system. It has been difficult to find adequate recreation space in
this section of the c¢ity and every small area that can éossibly be mgde
available is a help,

One unit of the Paul Laurence Dunbar Apartments, located on the
opposite side of 150th Street, alone could fill this play area, and the
Harlem Housing Development, which is just around the corner, has greatly
increased the nesed for adﬁitibnal roecreation space in this scetion of the
Borough. The space now occupicd by the Harlem Housing Development was
originally used by the tenants of tho Dunbar apartments as o« play roa.

With the development of this last open zred in Herlem as a
housing projoct, it boecome nocessary to find gdditional land and arronge-
ments have been moade with the Board of Traasportation $o usc the block
botween 150th and 151lst Strects just cost of Scventh Avenue and with tho
How York City Housing Authority for the uss of the property clong the
Herlem River in front of the housing development. 4 lorge two-block arca
is to be acquired in conjunction with the oxtonsion of the East Rivey Drive
and proboably will be loented in the vieinity of 145th Strect ~nd the Heorlom

Riwver,



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Release
TEL. REGENT 4—1000Q I\JTONDAY,
NOVEMEER 29, 1937
(Copy)
ROCKEFEIIER CENTER
IEW YORX
Room 5600

30 Rockefeller Plaza

November 17, 1937

Dear Mr, Mosos:

I have your letter of November 16th inguiring whether
I would be willing %o give to the City the fthree lots on Wcst 150th
Street whieh you are now operating, under a Temporary permit, as a
playground.

_ With the completion of the Federal Housing group in that
neighborhood, it is quite obvious that the playground facilities are
inadequate and that permanent play areag should be provided for the
children of that sectiocn., In view of this and particularly becouse
of the very remarkoble record you have made in providing scores of new
playgrounds for the children of the City, I amvery glad to comply with
your request and cooperate with you by deeding to the City this parcel
of three lots on the northerly side of West 150th Street and situated
100t west of Seventh Avenue,

To make this gift effective, a deed will be exccuted and
transmitted to you within the next few doys.

With kindest regards and sineccre appreciation of your very
notable public service, I am

Very sinccrely,
(Signed} JOHW D. ROCKEFELIER JR.

Hon. Robert lLioscs
Cormissioner of Parks

The Apscnal, Central Park,
New York, H. Y.



CITY OF NEW YORK

DEPARTMENY OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK

MONDAY,
NOVEMEER 29, 1937

Novomber 18, 1937

Mr. John D, Rockefeller, Jr,
30 Rockefoller Plaza
Now York City

Dear Mr, Rockefeller:

Thonk you very much for your agrecement to dcedq t§ the

city for playground purposces your three lots on™%

Drive Extonsion norn

conditions in Harle

(Signed) ROBERT MOSES

Comuissioner

Fia-
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For Release

i
DEPARTMENT OF PAR?S
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK
TEL. REGENT 4—1000

- The bepartment of Purks announces the opening of three new playgrounds
and a section of a redesigned recreation area today,

in Mhnhgttan.wlying east of the Harlem Housing Project along the Harlem
River between West 150th Street and West 154th Street, the new playgzround is equiﬁ-_-
ped with swings, seesaws, slides, jungle gym, sand tables, playhousés, a basketball
court and horizontal.bars and ladders. Shade trees and permanent concrete benches
are also part of the landscape design. This playground was developed in conjunction
with the Housing Authority who set aside the land lying between the buildings and
the river for this purpose. Immediately to the south of the new apartment buildings
erected by the Authority, a large rectangle of land will shortly be developed to
provide for adolescent recreation. |

At 9th Avenue between 27th and 28th Streets in Chelsea Park om the roof
Qf the new Health Center Building which was opened on July 13th, 1937, the play-
ground has ssnd tables, playhouses, garden swings and a large open play aredd
Large privet shrubs in individual boxes, permanent concrcte benches and an enclosed
loggia are also provided.

In Queens, at Brookville Boulevard and Weller Avenue in Brookviilo Park,
the new playground is eguipped with swings, seesaws, slides, jungle gym, sand tables,
playhouses, ping pong tables, horizontal bar and ladder, baskctball and volley ball
courts; also, a circular wading pool surroundcd by shade trees and permanent con-
crete benches. Brookville Park, which occupics a long narrow valley and is entered
from the Sunrise Parkway at the north, is being completely constructed as a modern
park with modern facilities, of which this playground forms onc unit. With the
completion of the planting and preparation of lawn areas, the balance of the park,
except for grass seeding, will be completed by %hc end of the year.

These three playgrounds will moke a total of 249, which have beon added
to the Park Dﬁpartmont's recreational system since the beginning of tho prescnt
administration. The total nwmbor avoilablo today is 357,

In Brooklyn, at Livonia Avenuc betwecn Amboy and Herzl Streot in Botsy
Head Pork, the reconstruction consists of handball, basketball, volley ball and
horseshoe pitching courts, A modcrn swimming pool to replace the former inndegquate
and.unsanitary layout has alrendy boen opened in this park and plens are being pre-
pared now for a new bathhouse t¢ replaco the old ono destroyed by fire last summer..
The courts being opencd todey form the sccond reconstructed unit to be comploted

in this prik.

S | ' ~-END =~
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November 11, 1937

Miss Thelma Johnson
110-31 166th Street
Jamaica, L.Il., N.Y.

Desr Thelma.

I have your letter recommending that we
neme the new park and playground development at
Liberty dvenue and 172nd Street "Liberty Park."
This is one of the most sensible suggzestions for
naming a park and playground aree that we have re-

- ceived and we will note this in our records so that
whenever the area is referred to from now on it
will be called by that nams.

It will, of course, be necessary for the
proper City authorities to adopt resclutions naming
this area and we shall take care of this the early
part of next year.

In addition to the reuasons you mention
for naming this Liberty Park, we believe that it
is a proper designation becuuse it is locuted on
Liberty Avenue and airees with our theory that the
names given to parks should be definitely associated
with their locations.

Thank you for sending this suggestion to
us.

Very truly yours,

(Signed) ROBERT MOSES

Commigssioner
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TEL, REGENT 4=1000

FOR IMMEDIATE RILEASE

110-31 166th Strset
Jamaica, N.Y.
Oct. 26, 1937

Dear Sir,

I am & 1ittle girl of 10 ysars old.
I suggest thut the new purk that is near
Public School 116 and Liberty ave. should
be named Liberty Park. Because Libsrty in
our country means a grsat deal, und besides
it means Fresdom.

Respectfully yours,

(s) Thelme Johnson
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CITY OF NEW YORK et

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK

November 4, 1937

Board of EBtimaté and Apportionment

" Municipal Building

New York City

Gentlenen:

- I am enclosing a report on the p
ment of Wards Island when it is vacated b

sure a proper approach to t
Street and to fit into the prd
East River Drive betwesen 103rd N

Very truly yours,

7

Cormissioner

F1A49



REPORT ON THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF WARD'S ISLAND
AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF A PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE BETWEEN
THE ISLAND AND EAST 103RD STREET, MANHATTAN

The Metropolitan Conference of Parks, of which I was chairman,
recormended in February, 1930, that both Ward's and Randall's Islands be sa¥
aside for park purposes and that the House of Refuge, the New York City
Children's Hogpital and the Manhsbttan State Hospital for the Insane be re-
moved from these islands as rapidly as possibles. An act was prepared to
establish these parks and to provide for the removal of the inmates, patients
and employees of the State and City institutions to other pointe outéide the
¢ity where land was cheaper and the site more desirable from the point of
view of OperatiSn. This act was never adopted but, subsequently, on April 7,
1933, Chapter 144 of the Laws of 1933 became effective and provided for the
removal of the House of Refuge from Randall's Island within two years of thab
date, and the Manhattan State Hospital on Ward!s Island within ten years. The
last of the inmates of the House of Refuge wWere removed from Randall's Tslend
on May 19, 1935, This was accomplished only because the Triborough Bridge
Authority and the Park Department insisted upon the removal and arid a great
deal of unnecessery confusion. All of this could have been eliminated had the
evacuation been properly planned in advance. It was definitely understood by
all the parties concerned that the Triborough Bridge Authority and the Park
Department had to proceed with the construction of the bridge but lack of
avallable space in State ingtitutions, and the natural reluctance on the.
rart of the employees on the island to leave this location, so convenient
to the city, made an orderly removal itipogsible. Finally the State assumed '
the.responsibility for the immates inm both the Children's Hospital and House
of Refuge in State Institutions for the feeble minded or insane, The de-
velopment of Randall's Isiand Prrk is now practically complete,

The problem. of removal of the imnmates from the Manhattan State



Hospital on Ward's Island has been discussed with Dr. Tiffany, the new head
of the State Department of Mental Hygiene, and he has agreed that he will
work with the Park Department so¢ as t0 eliminate the confusion which attended
the Rendall's Igland matter. The situation has been improved by the passage
of a bill by the State legislatufe.at the instance of Governor Lehman pro-
viding for a réferendum on a State Bond Issue of $40,000,000. fo; corplet ing
various institutional developments., This was approved on Noverber 2nd and
will provide means for expediting the removzl of the remesining inmates on
Ward's Island. The census at this hospitel has dropped ﬁithin the last few
years from 7,214 to a present figure of about 3,200, which indicates that,
while there is a problem, it is not nearly as difficult as it was a few years
ago when the blll establishing the park was passed and it can and should be
disposed of promptly. The new bond issue will permit the immgdiate planning
of additional facilities at state institutions outside the city limits and
thus provide for the 3,200 patients on Ward's Island. Some of the buildinrs
have alresdy been abandoned and many are only nartially used sco that it will
be possible for the city, with the cooperation of the Devartment of Mental
Hyglene, to proceed promptly in an orderly fashion to develop the Island for
the recreation of the people in this section of the city.

Recently, o committee of distinguished physiclans, who were enxious
t0 use a prrt of Wardls Island as a site for a medical museurm, called on
Governor Lehran and enlisted his support in furtheringthe vroject. He agreed
that he wes favorably inclined toward the establishment of this museum end he
vwould do what he could to help in the matter, Their plan which would e¢all
for the use of approximately twenty acres of land and probably two of the
existing buildings, cen be worked into our plan for the devclopnent of the
park end I have informed them thet I would be glad to cooperate with them on

the project.



Ward's Island, which is 2543 acres in extent, is divided into two
parts. The northeasterly corner, composed of 77% acres, i3 the site of a
gewage disposal plant and the balance of the area, or 177 acres, has definitely
been set aside for park development., The tremendous value of this island as
& park can be readily understood when you consider that it is orly 900 feet
distant from the upper east side of Manhattan, which records show to be the
most congested section of the City of New Tork., The island has an assessed
value of $7,974,600. without the improvements and it would cost the City of
New York at least $65,000,000. to acquire a similar erea on Manhattan Island,
assuming that it would be & phyesical possibility to set apart such a large
area without seriously interfering with Manhattan traffic. This is egquivalent
to an area in Manhattan bounded by the East River, 100th Street, Park Avenuas
and 115th Street, which area is assessed at $53,800,000,

Ward's Island can be resched at the present time only by means of
- the Triborough 3ridge and Ryndall's Island. The Triborough Bridge Authority
as & part of its project constructed a low level hridge connecting Randall's
and Ward's I¢landse. This serves the purpose adnirably at the present time,
and will continue to meet the need of wehicular traffic but not that of the
local peoplie in Manhettan and Queens who wish to walk to Ward's Island.

It is obvious from a glance at the ¢ity wmep that this park should
serve the peopls living between 86th Street ard 1l4th Stréet in Manhattan and
the people from Asboria in Queens. It is also obvious thet these same Hanhattan
people, and the records show there are sboubt 200,000 of them, would have to
walk north to 125th Street, across the Triborough Bridge and south again on
Randall's Island acrdss the bridge to Ward's Islend, the ares which is supposed
to serve their section of the city. This meang that they would walk a distance

of zbout three miles to get to a park, which just will not happen. When I was
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first appointed to the Triborough Bridge Authority I had a study made of the
pos3sibility of rnoving the Manhattan Approach southerly to about 103rd Street
so that the toll plaza and ramps to the island would have been on Ward's
Island. Land acquisition at 125th Street in Harlem had progressed to a point
where plans could not be changed and this logical propossl was abandened.

I have hed.engineering studies mede to determine the best way of
making this island accessible to the rchabilitated east side and I find that
a pedestrian bridge is desirable and essential if the city is to take advantage
of this extremely valuable piece of c¢city property. This structure c¢crn be a
1ift span fifteen feet wide, with a 55 foot clearsnce above mean high water
the some as the Manhattan comneetion of the Triborough Bridge. The 1ift span
would be 300 feet between towers and would be flanlted by two fixed spans esch
245 feet long between the 1ift span and the shores. These fixed spans would
be reached by long sloping remps at either end. The same people who.would
have to walk three miles to resch the islend, by the present method would
have their wolking distence eut to spproximately 1,000 feet by the construction
of this bridsze.

The construction of the East River Drive from 92nd Street to 125th
Street will cauge this gection to be rebuilt as a rosidgntial cormunity and
the zoning has alresdy been chonged so that any new congtruction will be
residential in character., The Board of Educetionm has recently selected & site
for a new high school olong this Drive and property values ocre on the increase.
A long narrow strip of preopemty will hove o be acguired for the Manhabton
approach to this bridge and I have found & vnlot which is available &nd in ghe
right location on the north side of East 103rd Street west of the smell play-
ground on the Bast River Drive between 103%rd Street and 104th Street. It

would cost the city almost os much to acquire the frentage along 103rd Street



as it weuld to acquire the whole plot to a depth of 100 feet. The acguisition
Qf this additional land will also permit the Park Department tc properly
landscape the approach and also extend the facilities provided in the smalil
neighborhood playground now operating between 103rd and 104th Streets on the
Drive. This property, which is approximately 250 feet by 100 feet has an
assessed value of $50,000 and should be acouired immediately and, as soon
ag & definite schedule for the removal of inmates from Ward's Island has
been established, funds sheuld be apprepriated to cover the cest of the
design of the pedestrian bridge.

You will find that the follewing exhibits, which are attached,
will give a clearer picture of the problem.

1. Air view of proposed bridge connecting
Manhattan and Ward's Tsland.

2. Map showing Ward's Island superimposed
on tha upper east side of Manhattan.

3. Propesed development plan of the island.

4., Miscellanecus air views shewing Ward’'s
and Randall's Islands.

5. Map showing density of population in
the area to be served by Viard's Island
Park.
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The Department of Parks announces the opening of two new play-
grounds today.

In Brooklyn, at Powell and Sackman Strseis between Glenmore
and Pitkin Avenues, the new playground is equipped with swings, see-

saws, slides, »layhouses, sand, play and ping-pong tables. Handball

‘and paddle tennis courts, a rectangular wading pool and a large play

area encireled by &n oval shaped roller skating track are also provided,

Shade trees and permanent concrete benches. form part of the landscape

desgign,

Also in Brooklyn, at South Third and Berry Streets, the new
playground is for smali children and has swings, see-saws, 3lides, play-
houses, sand iables, & play area and a rectangular waﬁing pool, whieh
can be used as a wolley ball court in spring and fall, The entire plot
is encircled by a lamdscaped area with shade trees, Fermanent concrete
benches have also been installed, These areas are two more of the
sites selected by the Commissioner of Parks, and acquired by condemna-
tion.after authorization by the Board of Estinate and Apportionment in )
1936, to take care of the recreational needs of neglected neighborhoodss
They will make & total of 246, which have been added to the Park Depart-

ment's recreational system since the beginning of the present administra-

tion, The total number available today is 3544

-~-END -~
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The Department of Parks snnounces the informal opening today
of two new playgrounds, one of which was opened in part some time ago.

In Brooklyn, at the Williamsburg Housing Project, on Scholes
Street between Graham and Manhattan Avenues, the new playground is
equipped with swings, see-saws, slides, jungle gym, playhouses, sand
table, horizontal and parallel bars. An oval shaped wading pool, two
large play areas for games, horse shoe pitching and handball courts
are glso part of the layout. Sh:de trees have been planted around the
entire perimeter amd perm:nent concrete benches have been provided.

At Dahill Road_and 38thﬂstr§e§£_%;§0 in Brooklyn, the new play-

ground, the wading pool section of which was opened some time ago, has
facilitios for handball, basketball, volley ball, soft ball gomes, a
roller skating track, horizontal laddars znd bars and a generously
equipped small children's playground with siides, swings, seec-saws,
playhouse and sand tablés. Shnde trees and permanent concrete benches
are 2150 included in the design. This area is another one of the
twenty-four sites selectad by the Commissioner of Parks and acquired by
condemnation after auwthorization by the Board of Estimate and
Apportionment, on July 15, 1936 to tnke care of the recreational needs
of neglected neighborhoods.

| These two playgrounds will make a total of 244 which have bsen
added to the Park Department's recreational system since the beginning

of the present administration. The total number availabls today is 353,

END
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The Park Department announces thet at the Conservetory Gardens

in Central Park, just off Fifth‘Avenqgwat 105th Strggt, which was opensd
to the public on September 18th, there.is an unusual diaplay of
chrysanthemims.

At the north end around the 1lily fountain there are over 2000
white plants in flower and at the socuth end around the Burnett Memorial
Fountain, there are about 1500 white, crimson, yellow and bronze plants.

This prefuse b;oom of chrysanthemums, now, that the other plants
are through flowering, will provide an attraction until a heavy frost
destroys them.

Aside from the floral display the garden offers a place in which
to relax, rsst, and enjoy the beauty and inspiration of nature.

In Brooklyn, the Annuai Fall Chrysanthemum Show at the Prospect
Park Greenhouse, Prospect Parit West and 9th Street, will be opened on
Sunday, October 3lst at 10 A.M.

The display has over 4,000 pots of chrysanthemuyms on exhibition.
The ground bed is laid out in groups of various formations, with the
popular large bloom varieties in all shades of pink, yellow, red and bronze.
Some of the attractive plants are the Pooketts, Turneré, John S. Bush,
Rise of Day and the Malba.

Surrounding this feature of the display, banked on the sidszs of
the show house are 75 varieties of smnller size chrysanthemums such as
the Pompons and the Anemons, in fhe shades of bronzz, rod, yellow and
white. Some of the ocutstanding chrysanthemums in this elass to be
exhibited, are the Titan Tangerine Bronze, Norman Pink and Bronze, Mrs.
Harrison Craig-0Orangs and Crimson, Betty Rose Pink and Yellow, Orimson
Glow, Crimson Red.

The exhibit will be open evepry dey from 10 AJM. to 4 P.i. and
the Pork Department extends a cordial invitation to view the display for

three wecks.

Oetober 29, 1937
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The Department of Parks ennounces the opening today of one new ployground,
two redesigned and reconstructed pork areas and o new recreation and comfort sta-
tion building.

In Gueens, at 43rd Street betweon Greenpoint and 47th Avenuss, the new
playground is equipped with swings, see-saws, slides; biayhohses, horizontal bars
and ladders. A rectangular wading pool which is eneircled by an oval shaped
roller skating track, handball courts nnd a large play zrec for soft ball gemcs,
have also been provided., Shade trees which have been planted around the perimoet-
er of the cntire area and permenent conerete benches complet: the design,

This arca is one of twenty-four sites sclected by the Commissioner of
Parks, and acquircd by condempation after authorization by the Board of Estimste
and Apportionment, July 15, 1926, to take care of the recrentional needs of nege
lected noighborhoods. It will make = totnl of 242 ploygrounds which have been
added to the Park Departmsntts rocreational systom since the baginning of the pre-
sent edministration. The total nuwmber available today is 350,

In Mnnhattnn, at 2nd Avenue cnd East 17th Street in Stuyvesant Park,
another section of this park hes bezn remodeleds This scetion, like the remninder
of the park is for passive rccereation nnd is equipped with continuous rows of
permanent concrete bonches arounl its semi-cireular wolks, Shode trees and land-
seoping complete the layout.

In Mount Morris Park, Madison Avenus betwesn 120th and 124th Strects,
the entire .east half of the park has boen romodcled with new wnlks, greding and
landscaping.

The new recreation building is of whitc brick construetion with binock
brick trim around windows and doorss It has scparate comfort facilities for mon,
women, boys and girls, a milk station and a large plzy room for indbor grmaes dur-

ing incjemont weathor.
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INTERESTING PLACES IN THE PARiS OF NEW YOHK CITY "/

MANHATTADN. 6? ”

,€>ff BATTERY PARK -~ At the southern extiremity of Menhatten.

BOWLING GHEEN-

BRYANT PAHK -

CENTRAL PARK -

Barge 0ffice, a2 branch of the custom house.

Ferries to Brooklyn end Staten Islend, known collectively as
South Ferry.

THE 4QUARIUM ~ formerly Fort Clinton - since modified into
Castle Gerden, now the Aquarium.

Managed by the New York Zoologiesl Society. _
The collsctions include both merine and fresh-woter forms
of life.

Triangular specs at the foot of Brosdway. The oldest park
in the eity.

At 42nd Stre;t and Sixth Avenue.

A fine formel park in business section of city.

NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY. Open sir reading room.

59th 5t. to 110th St., Fifth 4verue to Central Perk West

Central Park contains 879 cerss of beautiful lawns, wooded
spaces, mecdows esnd lakes.

THE MALL - Contral Park's central snd chief promencde, a quarter
of & mile loug, plunted widh par:zllel rows of stately elms. In
summer, copcerts are given &t the north end of the Mnll at the
Noeumberg Music Shell. Dancirg is ©lso hceld at this ares.

CONBERVATORY GARDEN - Fifth ivenue snd 105th Street., - 4An
entirely new garden about 420 feet wide &nd 760 fest long. The
northern section contains s lily pool surrcunded by planting
aress. The center section is = large level lawn esrec surrounded
by hedges, with grenite steps 2t the entrance to the grrden at
Fifth Avenue and & fountain west of the lawn area. The southern
section conteins the BURNETT ATMORIAL BIFD BeTH and is planted
with 8 large variety of flowers. 4 lzrgs number of flowering
trees have also been planted, '

EIGHTEEN MARGINAL PLAYGROUMDS for amall children.

MARY HARRIMAN RUMSEY PLAYGROURD on site of former Casino restau-
rant near 72nd Strest entrance,



sierhattan (cont.)

HECKSCHER PLAYGROUND - neer Seventh dvenue end 59th Street-
& small children's playground, wading pool, pleyground
beasebzell diamonds and horseshoe pitehing ecourts.

BOAT HOUSES near Fifth avenue snd 72nd Streset entrances.
Row bozts may be rented,.

NORTH ME.DOW PLAYGROUND - near 97th Street entrance, center
of park, Bxcellent gemes on thirteen bzsebsll disnonds,

TAVERN-ON-THE-GREEN - Moderate priced restourant at
Centrel Park West znd 67th Strest.

. THE Z00 - Fifth Avenue and 64th Street entrance.

Opened in 1934, consists of anine rew buildings built sround
a quadrangle, the center of which contains a sunken garden
with & seal pool end flying cages. A wide veriety of ani-
mals, birds and reptiles are on exhibition. A4t the Zoo
Cafsteria, food and refreshments may be purchased at reas-
oncblce prices.

METROPOLI TAN MUSEUM OF ART - Main entrance at Fifth dvenue
and 82nd Street,

CITY HAIL PARK - Broadway and Chambers Sireet,
City H-11l whore ths government of the city is conductzd,.

FORT TRYON PARK - Fort Washington and Northern avenues.
Donated to Lew York City by John D. Rockereller, Jr.
Most beautifully landscaped perk in New York City. Terraces
provide excellent view of Hudson River sznd the Pelisades.
& Dew building is now being constructed for the Cloisters,
a branch of the Metropolitan Museum of 4rt,
Modercte priced restourant,

MADISON SCUARE Par¥~ 23rd to 26th Streets, Brosdwey and Medison avenues.
One of the older parks in business section,

MalHATTAN SQUARE PnRK- 77th to Blst Strects, Central Park West to Columbus
Avenue,
AMZRICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY.
akeley Memorizl Hall of 4frican Manmcols,.
The Thecodore Roosevelt Memorisl,
The Heyden Planeterium.

RaXDATL'S ISL&ND - Beast River opposite 125th Streest; entrances from Manhattan,
Breonx and Queecns cpproaches to Triborcugh Bridge.

Sports Stzdium, seating 21,441; Treck ileets, Football
Gemes; Light Operas,

Cefeteria.

><



Manhsttan (cont.)

SaRi DELANO ROOSEVELT PLAYGROUND - Chrystie and Forsythe Streets, Cenal to

STUYVES.NT SQU4RE -

UNION BQUAHE -

East Houston Streets.

Seven blocks of children's playgrounds, wading peols snd
sports eress, with five recreation buildings,

Fifteanth Street and Second iAvenuss,.
Filled with fine old trees and surrounded by hospitels,
St. George's Church and Friends Meeting House, This wgs

2 part of the Sfuyvesant property.

Brocdwoy at l4th Sitreect.
Qutdoor meetings often take place in the agusre,

WaSHINGTON SQUAEE PARK - 4t the southern terminus of Fifth Avenue,

Burrounded by old residences and New York University
buildings.

RIVERSIDE PARK AND DRIVZ - Lies uzlong the high banks of the Hudson, between

72nd and Dyckman Streets,

WEST SIDE IMPLROVEMENT - The plarn for the West Side Improve-
ment alonz Riverside Drive from 72nd Street to Dyckman
Street inecludes a wide veriety of freilities for active
recrection, When this work is completed, there will he
eight children's playgrounds with weding pools and recrec-
tional buildings; twelve full-size basebzll fields and
sgven soft ball dismonds, A miniature Randall's Islend
track znd field layout will be & festure. Thirty hand-
bell, twenty horseshoe and fifteen tennis courts, plus

& large number of shuffle bosrds, basket ball, paddle tennis
and other court gemes ere besing constructed. Three new
boat basins will be built for motor bort faus; bicyclists
will heve an sxelusive river front truck, while roller
sketing enthusissts will have sighteen city blocks of track
and two roller hockey rinks,

THE GINGKO TREE - On the north side of Grant's Tomb there
is a gingko tree sent to New York by Li Hung Chang in 1897.

CLAREMDIMT RESTAURANT - One of the historic landmarks of
the city. It stands on a bluff just behind Grent's tomb.

HENRY HUDSON PARKWAY - Dyckmen Street to Ven Cortlandt Park - Bridge over

EAST RIVER DRIVE -

Spuyten Duyvil Creek connects Menhatten and the Bronx.

This new parkwa& from 92né Street to the spproach of the
Triborough Bridge ot 125fth Street is lined with trees
and benchss,



BRONX

BRONX PARK « East 180th 8treet and Bronx Park East.
The park area is 698 aecres of natural woods and open spaces.

THE BOTANICAL GARDEN ~ a botanical garden, museum and arbor-
etum for the collection and culture of plants, flowers, shrubs
and trees.

ZOOLOGICAL PARK ~ Eleven miles of fences surrounding the park
encloges 264 acres, of which 30 are water.
Tiere are 14 large and 10 small animal houses -
cight miles of welks and roads. The collection
coasists of 2636 species of mammals, birds,
reptiles and amphibisns.

BRONX AND PELHAM PAREWAY - & twe end vze-half mile parcway connecting Bronx and
Pelham Bay Park.

PEIHAM BLiY PARK-Raatern oil-evaerd and Long Islano Sounda.
This is tae largest of the city parks - 2125 acres.

ORCHARD BEiCH - & crescent of white sand one mile long, pro-
vides a new bathing beach. There are lockers and dressing room
facilities for 5400 persons, and & parking space for 8000 cars.
4 celeberie and a terrace overiooking the Sound w«nd a mall

250 feet by 1400 feet long, lined with benches and trees, will
connect the bath houses with & large lagoon for small boating.

VAN CORTLANDT P&aBRK -~ 242nd Street and Broadway.

Area contains 1112 acres of rocky woodland, lake, stream and
a large parade ground.

The parade ground contains liberal facilitiss for basebsall
and cricket.

THE COIONI.J GARDEN - In the southeastern section of the
park, is one of the distinct features,




BROCKLYN

PROSPECT PARK - Prospect Park West and Union Street,
Area contains 526 acres.

This park is noted for its spacious mesdows, large variety of
trees and shrubs and large lake,

THE BROOKIYN INSTITUTE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES and the BROOKLYN
BOTANIC GARDEN asre located on the northeast side of Prospect
Park.

THE 700 at this perk is one of the most modern and beautiful
menageries in the country. In the center of the area there is
a seal pool from vhich walks radiate %o the buildings housing
lions, horred snimals, mongeys and birds. The elephants
reside in a large domed building in the center of the group.
The bes: durs of huge boulders, simulating a mountain side,
are built into the slepe which rises toward Flatbush Avenue,
A restaurant occupies a corner of the zresa.

Facilities for outdoor recreation includes areas for beating,
horseback riding, crogust, field hockey, picnics, lawn teunis
and music grove for band concerts,.

OCEAN PARKWAY ~ A five and one-half drive, lined with trees from the Qcean
Parkwey entrence at Prospect Park to Coney Island.

SHORE ROAD DRIVE~ 4 besutiful three-mile parkwsy from Owl's Head Park at Fourth
avenue and 67th Street pesses Owl's Head Perk at Colonial Road
and continues elong the Narrows to Fort Hamilton, and then to
Dyker Besch Park,

MARINE PARKWAY BRIDGE « From southern end of Flatbush Aveilue counecting
Brookiyn with Jacob Riis Park in Queens.




Q U E E N S

One of the outstanding features of Queens' borough is the Grand
Central Parkway and its extension., Starting from the Triborough
Bridge approach, it passes Flushing Meadow, Hillside and Alley Pond
Parks and continues on into EBastern Long Island.
ALIEY POND PARK - Grand Central Parkwey and Springfield Boulevard,
486 acres of wooded areas ideal for outdoor pienics, with fire-
places, tables and benches; nature trail, athletic field with
baseball diamonds, hockey and soccer fields and tennis courts,
CHISHOL PARK - Poppennbausen Avenus, East River and 119th Street.
Area - 28 acres.
014 Chishoim Marsion erected about a century sgo, has interesting
historical background, and is located on top of a hill overlook-
ing the river. It was used for the Mayor's summer officece in 1937.
CUNNTNGHAM PARY - Grand Central Parkway and Cross Island Boulevard,

Ares - 459 acres.

Native woodland, ideal for outdoor picnics, with fireplaces,
tables and benches, tennis courts and recreation arsa.

FLIUSHING MEADOW PARK - Union Turnpike North to Long Island Reilroad and Worth
along Grend Central Parkway Extension.

Area - 1004 acres,

Site for New York World's Fair 1939 (now under construction;5
FOREST PARK - Myrtle Avenue, Unior Turnpike and Park Lane South.

Arca - 538 acres.

Wooded area with picnie grounds, playgrounds, ethletic field,
baseball diamonds, golf course and music grove.

JACOB RIT3 PARK - Beach 149th Strect and Atlsntic Ocean.
Arca - 234 acres.
Splendid bathing beach - the worldts largest single unit eoncrete

parking space accommodating 14,000 automobiles; boach games and
thirty foot welk; medorn self-service food-bar.
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CLARENCE T. BARRETT PARK - Broadway, Glenwood Place and Clove Road.
Area - 8 acres.,
The zoo in this park presents & varied exhibit., The primary func-
tion is to provide facilities for teaching some phases of natural
history and biology to pupils of the cormunity.

CLCVE LAKES PARK ~ Victory Boulevard and Slosson Avenue.
Area - 191 acres.
Three large lakes used for model yachting and fishing in season;
children's playground, athletic field, bridle path and picnic
ground, with fireplaces, tables and henches.

LA TOURETTE PARK - Forest Hill and london Roads.

Area - 580 acres.

Original LaTourette homestead used for golf club~house,
Wooded area for picnic grounds.

SILVER LAKE PARK - Forest Avenue to Clove Road and Victory Boulevard,
Area - 207 acres; elevation 260 feet sbove sea level.

Reservoir one and one-half miles in circumference, ideal for
walking.

WILIOWBROOK PARK - Richmond and Rockland Avenues.,
Aresa - 118 acres.

Wooded area with picnic grounds, fireplaces, tables and benches,
Lake for boating and fishing in season.

WOLFE'S POND PARK - Raritan Boulevard from Holton to Cornelia Avenues,
Aresa - 224 acres.
Wooded area for picnic ground, with fireplaces, tables and

benches; bathing beach, baseball field, bridle path, chil-
dren's playground and lake for boating.

JID:bna
10-15-37
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The Henry iludson Parkyuy. Authority announced that the five

millionth car bassed over the Henry Hudson Bridge spanning the Harlem
River at 12:10 noon; Friday, Qctober 15th, 1937, It was owned and
driven by Mr. James J. Carroll of 427 West S5ist Street, New York City,
enroute from his home to Greenwich, Conn. He is the manager of
Garroil's Restaurant located at 875 Tenth Avenue, New York City.

| The volume of traffic over this bridge which was oﬁened
ten months ago yesterdoy has been far greater than anticipated with the
result that revenues are two ond one half times the carrying charges.
It was necessary for the Authority to issue a new §2,000,000. bend is-
sue last July and award contracts for the erection of an upper deck
for the bridge and additional commecting roadways end lundscaping through
Inwood Hill Park from the bridge to Dyckman Street, and also the widen-
ing of the parkway to three lanos each in each direction from Kappock
Street to 259th Street.

This work, which is already under way, will be completed in
the spring of 1938, ready to meot the dewonds of the increased traffic
pace further evidenced since Columbus Day when the final link of the
parkway from 72nd to Dyckmen Stfeets was opened.

In accordance with the custom previously established, the

Authority donated a fifty-trip booklet of tickets tc Mr. Carroll.

END

October 15, 1937

For Release Iwwiiavely
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The Depertment of Parks announces the completion of three new play-
grounds which will be opened to the public this evening and tomorrow. Two of
these.playgrouﬁds, which have been completely equipped with flood lights, will
be opened this evening by Mayor LaGuardia snd Park Commissioner Robert Moses,
who will officiate at informal ceremonies featured by programs staged by play-
ground childrean,

One of these playground® is in Queens and is located on Liberty Ave-
nue between 172nd and 173rd Streets. The other is in Colonial Park in Harlem
and is located on Bradhurst Avenue between 148th Street and 150th Street.

The new Liberty Avenue Playground has a football field, baseball
diamonds, tennis courts, roller skating track, and a quarter-mile running treack.
A fully equipped playground for small children is also part of the development.
The entire perimeter is landscaped with shade trees and grass plots, with per-
manent benches installed under the shade trees. The Mayor and the Park Commis-
sioner will open this area & 8 o'clock and entertainment will be furnished by
the boys' band of the Church of St. Catherine of Sienna and Singing and dancing
acts of the playground children.

After leaving the Queens' Playground at 8:15, the officisls will mo«
tor to the playground in Harlem which will be opened promptly at 8:45. Prior
to the arrival of the Mayor and the Park Commissioner, the children of the neigh-
borhood will take part in a parade from 145th Street and Bradhurst Avenue which
will be led by a fife and drum corp. Fntertainment here will be featured with a
program of songs and muéic by the Colonial hill-billies, an organization of
Harlem playground children ihat won third place in the recent city-wide contest
on the mall in Central Pork. Members of the New York State Temporary Commission
on Urban Colored Population have been especially invited to.attend these opening
exercises,

The Colonial Park Playground has been planned for swall children and
is equipped with swings, see-saws, slides, Jungle gyms, playhouses and sand
tables., The permanent benches and treoes placed in this new area form a part of
the general landscape scheme of this ten-block recreational park. Other units at
this park already open to the public include the swimming pool and buth house,
dance floor and band shell, and two additional playgrounds lying tc the north of
the one to be opened this evening,

The third playground on Rapdall's Island will be cpened on Saturday
and is located in the shadow of the Triborough Bridge, west of the new cafeteris

building. It was planned for kindergarten and junior children and is equipped
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with swings, see-saws, baskebiball, volleyball, horse shoe pitching, shuffleboard,
and paddle tennis courts. Sand tables, playhouses and a large wading poel ére
also n part of the development. The shade trees and permanent benches are
part of the general landscape schene of the l94-acre recreationul area plannerd
on Panlall's Island,

These three new playrrounds neke a total of 241 which have been added
to the Park Depnrtnent recrewtional system since the beginning of the present
administration, Pricr to Junuary, 1934, there were only 108 in the five boroughs.

The totel nunber aveileble on Soturday will be 9492,

END
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The Department of Parks announces that exercises in connection with

the opening of the West Side Improvement in Riverside and Fort Washington Parks,
Manhattan, will take place on Columbus Day, October 12th.
Besides Park Commissioner Robert Moses who will preside, Governor
Lehman, Mayor LaGuardia, Frank J. Tay;or, Comptroller of the City of New York,
Samuel Levy, President of the Borough of Manhattan, James J. Lyons, President
of the Borough of-The Bronx, R. E. Dougherty, Vice-President of the New York
Central System, and M, J. Madigan, President of Madigan-Hyland, Consulting En-
gineers, will participate in the exercises. HMr. Moses will be introduced by
Russell B. Corey, Prosident of the West of Central Park Association, an organi-
zation which has been identified with ﬁarious movenents to ilmprove the West
Side of Manhattan.
' The ceremonies will start at 10:45 A.M., with o motor parade from
Dyckman Street south along Rivercide Drive. The parade, which will be headed
by the Police Department Band, will pause jusht north of the George Washington
Bridge while Governor Lehman cuis a ribbon.acrOSS the temporary northerly en-
trance to the parkway, and will then proceed to 79th Street, vhere the specking
will take place at 11:15 sharp. Stations WEAF, WINS and WNYC, will broadcast
this part of the exercises.
The completion of the West Side Inprovement and the Henry Hudson
Porkway not only provides a major traffic artery and new lawns ond cxtensive
planting areas to serve as ever-changing foregrounds for the river views, but
also a noteworthy recreational plant. Its opening, through Riverside and Fort
Washington Parks from 72nd to Dyckman Streets, will provide, at a total cost of
$24,540,000., #n imme&iate usable section of & great marginal waterfront devel-
opment. 132 acres of new park land valued at $30,000,000., have been made by
£illing land undér water and covering 2-1/2 miles of railroad‘tracks. Approxi-
mately 3,000,000 cubic yardé'of £ill from egterior éources have been used.:
Besides the 6-3/4 uiles of new parkway which will be added to the
'4~l/2 miles of the Henry Hudson Parkway previcusly opened on December 12th last
year, therelwill alse be available for use 78 acres of play.afea including
| completely equipped children's playgrounds, comfort stations, athletic fieldé,
tennis courts, handball cqurts, baseball end football fields, roller skating
and bicyeling tracks. The entire area west of the railroad at Inweod Hill Park
extending from Dyckman Street to the Harlem Ship Canal, will be devoted ex-

clusively to active recreation, Three miles of promenades and 26-1/2 miles of
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winding foot paths with benches under shade treces will be available for pedes-—
trians and those seeking rest and quiet. Plons have also been developed for
marine recreational facilities in the forn of four boat basins located respec-
tively at 79th Street, 968Lh Street, 148th Street.and Dyckman Street. A1l but
the 148th Street basin, whicﬂnwill be under the jurisdiction of the Department
of Docks, will be operated bv the Park Department. The basins at 78th and 96th
Streets are actunlly under construction.

The rocky shore of Fort Washington Pork is being developed for the
purposc of restoring and preserving its notursl scenic boauty s nn area for
passive recreation.

Along with all the new development west of the Riverside Drive wall,
the rehabilitation of the upper level bordering the Drive is now taking place.
Thousands of new trees and shrubs are being planted, the lawm areas are being
reconditioned, paths are being widened and repaired, nnd hundreds <f new
benches are veing placed.

On October 15th, work in comnection with the renovation of Grant's
Tomb, which was dedicated in 1897, will be completed by the monument restﬁra—
tion group of the Park Departuent. The entire interior has heen cleaned and
worn floors and broken carved marble have been restored, The exterior of the
structure has been waterproofed.

While the new developuent will be opened to the public on Columbus
Day, much ceonstructicon still hqs to be pregressed before it is finished., At
96th Street, the tardy completion of two parkway bridges will necessitate the
use of short stretches of temporary pavement. Horth of 96th Street, the com-
pletion of the major play areca of the development is dependent upon the pro-
gress of hulkheading and placing »f additional f£ill. Here, teo, the parkway
will run partially on temporary pavement. North of Gecerge washington Bridge,
Riverside Drive will be used for both north and south bound traffic for sev-
eral months until the scuth-bound parkway drive, which iies into the Henry
Hudson Bridge approach at Dyckman Street, is completed, The approach to the
new upper deck of the Henry Hudson Bridge is being progressed through Inwood
Hill Park, contracts have been let for the upper decking of the bridge struc-
ture, and the entire improvement of this stretch of the parkway will be cou-

pleted early in the spring.
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At present the Riverside Drive area is patrolled by four different po-
lice precincts, Because of the increased number of people whe will use the new
park arcas for active and passive recreation, and tu prevent serious zecidents,
children will have to be prohibited frem approaching the roadwuys where automo-
biles will be traveling uninterruptedly at 35 miles per hour. In order to ob-
tain adequate police coverage to safcguard life and City property, the Puark De-
partment is asking the Police Department to consolidate this new arca, together
with Fort Tryon, Inwocd Hill ~n? Satkura Parks, inte and under the jurisdiction
of one precinct with an approxinate total foree of MO0 park-conscious, special-
trained ¢{ficers of all titles., At present there is a building available at
155th Strect and Kiverside Drive suitable as a headquarters for this purpose.

Properly to maintain and operate this intensive development in the man-
ner and during such hours as the public has learned te demand in the puast four
years, the Park Department has requested froit the budget esuthorities 222 new

positions at an annual cost of $343,780.50.

END



. " SUNDAY

Oct. 3, 1937

For Release

The Department of Parks amnounces that on Tuesday, October 12th,

the 6.7 miles of parkway now under construction in Riverside and Fort
W

Washington Parks in connection with thé West Side Improfément will be offi-
¢ially opened to the public, thereby adding anog¢her vital link in & great
arterial express highway and parkway system for the City of New York.

Thg new parkway will be officially known zs the Henry Hudson
Parkway and will comnect, at Dyckman Sﬁreet, with the 4.5 miles of purkw#y
previously opened on December 12th, 1936, After the opening exerciseé on
Columbus Day, motorists will be.able to proceed wninterrupted from Canal
_3treet over the West Side Express Highway and the Henry'Hudson Parkway to
the Saw Mill River Parkway and at the City line at the north end of Van
Cortlandt Park,

Besides the purkwéy there will also be available for public.use,
78 acres of play area including children's playgrounds, athletic fields and
tennis courts. The entire area west of the railroad at Inwood Hill Park ex-
tending from D&ckman Street to the Harlem Ship Canal, will be devoted ex-
clusively to active recreation. Promenades nnd winding foot paﬁhs with
benches under shade trees will be available for pedestrians and those seek-
ing rest and quiet. Plans have 2lso been developed for marine recreational
facilities in the form of four boat basins located respectively af 79th
Street, 96th Street, 148th Street and Dyckman Streét. All but the 148th
Street basin which will be under the jurisdiction of the Commissioner of
Docks, will be operated by the Department of Parks. The basins at 79th and
86th Streets are actually under construction. |

The opening of the West Side Improvement through Riverside and "’
- Fort Washington Parks from 72nd to Dycikman Streets.will provide at a total
cost of £24,340,000., an immediate usable section of a great margincl water-
front development. 132 acres of new park land valued at {30,000,000., have
been made by filling land under water and covering of the railroad tracks.
Approximately S,OO0,000 cubic yards of fill from exterior sources have been
used.

The new upper level of the Henry Hudson Bridge now under con-
struction, and which will provide one-way traffic to motorists northward bound,

will be completed in May of 1938.
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For Relesseertrupen 27,108,

The Departnment of Parss announces that & report of itg revenue e

e

producing facilities, which include 563 tennis courts, 10 goif courses,
12 swimning pools, 2 beuches and Kandall's Islsad Stadiums, by éomparison
aver a period of four years operation, indlcates a steudy end conslstent
geln in usage by the public and revenue to the City. This guin is shown
by figures compiled by the Department, based on opsr:itions for the years,

1954’ 'dus’ 19%6 and 19-\.}(.

POOLE

!J‘

puring 1934, the twoe swimaing poals——Putnr Pool in Richmond,
gnd Bétsy Head in Brookiyn, attructed u'tuiel of 1%3,768 pe:sonS_With &
resulting revenue of §9,248. Tu 1938 thern“were 134,349 patrdns, result-
ing in a revenue of wo,oag. The yeur 1y Sé.saw 10 adcitionzl pools opened
by the Department us foilows:

I @alpATTal | - Banilton Fish Pocl bast Houston & sheriff Streets.
Coloninl Pool Fradhurst Lve i 148th to 147th
. Sireets
Rigkbriags pPuol amgtordoe ave. & 173rd Street

Thomas Jeifersan Pool 111th 4o 1létn Sis.te let Ave.

Il BROOALYH : Sunset Poul 7th Avenue =nd 45rd Street _
deCarran Pusl  Hessuu Avo. & Lorimer Street.
Red LEyox Pucl Clintn, Buy & Henry Strects
Id BRONY Crotuas 2ol 173rd S%. & Fuiton Avenue
Id GUEENS ABLTL P oud Bereisy St. & £4th Drive
and
IN EICITORD Tungzinsville Pl arrictts 8t. o Pier #6

Widie thoy wove a b oponed ia time £y o full seusam's operation,
1,777,869 :pplr ased the facilitice in 1836, mith a total income of

$177,470. In 1937 with ol pools {excipt Betsy Hend in Brooslyn) sperating

e




a Tull seas.un, thf.‘wnaance 1ecurds show ?,5291,6(.;:-.sr5'.|ns usad the swim-
ming posd fucilities, with & t:bul revonus to the City & £255,000, Of the
totald atfendance, 762,250 were childron wdmitied free cach weekdsy morning.
The fact thut the ineous does not balunce the speratiag and meintenince costs
tiais year by approximately §20,000 is due priwarily to the oper-iion of the
bathhouses and drained pools as free play ceénters during the non-swinming
season, or 70% of the year, alth.ugh revenues were als. reduced becuuse of
& fire which destroyed the bathhouse at Betsy Head Pool in Broosglyn early in
August, necessurily limiting the usape of this faeility. & new structure
has been plznneu and will be ready f£.r use £ the 1933 scas .

The increase of usuge wwi regultant covenue o swimaing posls in

this Department during the past four yeurs in ss - Lliowss

Year Tubak Iacome Atteadance

1934 $ 0 ¢,e48,73 128,765
1935 3,508, 14 104,399
1936 197,870.13 1,777,860

1937 C uBB,000.00 2,591,609

Jacok fiils Park, on the Rocgeway Poninsulu in Gueons, anu Orchard
Beach in Pelham Bay Purk, The Prona, have cospleted s highiy successful
opurating, season showing guins in popnlarivy wna ineswe., In LUd4 ena 1055,
Jucib Ridls Purd was the only revenue prodacing beuch fr ont equipped for
bathing under thds Depsrtnent's jurisdicti.n,  Ga Juiy 25, 1986, Orchurd
Beach was opened witn o buthiioue: weeomsduting 6,300 pepls, u parking space
for 4,000 cars and u newly mude wiite saad basek,  Joac b hils Park was com-

pletely reconstructed, the beuch bedng enlurged, the bathhouss rencvated,

708 addou.

end bosrdwals, pitch nnd pubt 7.1F course and beuch g
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The seuson just closed attructsd 4,548,400 vigitors 1. the two
beaches with a resultunt revemis v, the City I V187,80, These facilitics
show u profit f §61,900 over opsroting anu mueintenance eosis notvithstond--
iag the fuct thel they wore not opcaed watil June #2540 F this year, a loss
of four weeks operution,

The fullowing figures show the zuin in attenwance and revenue,

ineclusive, over th: pust fowr yearys opcration at the bewches:

Yeour Totel logooan Lttendaneos
Jacub Riiy Puri 1804 {71,835 500,000

Juc b Eiis Parg 1935 59,907 500,900

Orchard Beach ana Jacol Rils Prag

o
w
&
[a)

69,917 1,555,000

=
&
-
=1

187,800 4,248,400

GLE COURSES

There are tea 008 enurscs spoerslcd by the Copurtment of Parks,
LF which three heve boen bnilt since 1924, while the scven o1d oneg have
been moderaizod. TPhey shw a gubshwntlel increuse in uswge ani inc.one aver
previ:us yeors, with 1957 showings o profit of {82,000 ver the maintenance
ant operstion cousts.

he following figuras sivw the conpurison ~ver o peri&u covering

the pest four years:

Total Ineone ntienuance

it

Lo
I

19%4 - 161,500 54%,107
1955 24,171 321, 840

1236 178,973 447,409

1957 S

ryl

1) U 585,000 (estimated)

r
— g -
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TENALS

1 oy * . - H 1. - s .
The tennis courts .f this Depurtment have clus enj sred incrasnsed
attendunce, wnod while not yel showing o profit over muintononce anc aperttim
custs, do shuw o consistent incresse in reveuue. The puin in peraits aad in-

come dn the 1484 - 1987 perisa follows:

Year Total Incoue Permits

1934 ¢H7,173 i

.

, 781
1935 1,915 15,384
1936 4C,U87 18,584

1937 54,110 19,592

The current yeor ehows on opurating znd wandntoasnee zeficit f ap-

pr:xinately §5,800,

BANDALL Y TOLARD STal1 U

The Hunicioal Stavius locutau on Reasail's Islenc in the East River
opened on July 11, 1v%6 with the 0lyipic iriadls, There was 1ittle further
sunmer activity, and (ftur throe weass of Light opere, a short foctiusll sea-
8oL CiosScd the Stuciun activities for LuZ8, Luring this 1436 season, 254,500
persons visiteuw the Stacium, ana €14,448 was aeriven in rovenue from all
sources.

Tie 1937 sesc.n b gabe shows ea ttbownsiznes T 235,383 persons and
& tobud dne me of £87,190, Wnlle this income ig about {72,000 uncer the op-
ersting ane maintonunce cogte at this tlue the wefielt should be substantisal-
ly lowered by a serics of footbell games nw scho.uled for afterncons ana nights.

The first gone was playoe lugt Weunesuay nlohl.
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In phe futur::, the Perk Departacnt will only eoter inte prafit-
sharing ugreements fur the usc of the Stadium instzad of the type entered
into in the past, which, in order to popularize its use, only guaranteed
toe Clty's expenses for the particular event schoduled.

The opera season this year, while originully scheduled to start
on June kEbth, was celayew four weexs due to labor difficuliies within the
theatrical profession. The operettas presented proved one of the most
successful und popular eveats of the Studium season. The performunces
were hizhly publicized by the prouuccerys, and M several occusions it was
necessary to turn away as meny us 3,000 pervsous, The tws day T.CLAALALA.
tracs meet ana the Labor Curnivul slso proved successful, with several

long-stanuing records being brogen in the furnmer.

COPY



o e

i R0 . | _

DEPARTMENT OF PAas ' OF Rel IMMEDIATELY
ARSEMNAL, CENTRAL PARK or elease

TkL. REGEHT 4—1000

September 20, 1937 é: U ‘:g

" Interstate Sanitation Commission
€60 Hudson Street
Hew York City

Gentlemen:

_ In connection with the present hearing on waters in the
Hudson River from Palisades Interstate Park south to the Narrows, I
should like to call your attention to park developments now approach-
ing completion or planned for construction in the nesr future. These
developments involve the use of the actual water front wnd will be
vitally affected by the quality of the woater. '

The Wiest Side Improvement and Benry Hudson Parkway projects
include all of the Hudson River frontage of Menhsttun Island from
West 72nd Street northward. Within this stretech plans have been
developed for four Boat Basins, located respectively ut 79th Street,
96th Strcet, 148th Street znd Dyckman Street. A1l but the 148th Strest
Busin, which will be under the jurisdiction of the Commissioner of
Docks, will be operuted by the Department of Parks. The busins at
79th und 96th Streets are nectuclly under construction. We huve
previously, at these hearings, c¢zlled to your sttention the subject of
boat basins for smull pleasure craft, snd the beazring of the quality
of water upon the proper uszge 'of such fueilities.

Aetual construction under way or completed on the Vest
Side Improvement includes nearly three miles of promenade built in
the bulkhead line in the following locutions:

West 72nd to Wost 85rd Streets
West 9lst to Wost 116th Streets
Fest 158th Strect to Fort Wushington Park

Other water front developmonts in this section zbout to be
opened to the public include children's playgrounds, athletic fielde
and tennis courts. The entire area, west of the Railrozd at Inwood
Hill Purk, extending from Dyckman Strect to the Harlem Ship Cunal,
%ill be devoted entirely to sctive recrection.

The rocky shor: st Fort W.shington Park is being developed
for the purposc of rostoring =nd prescrving its netural scenie bewuty
as an srea for passive recreation. The object of such a development
is practically defeated by watcer pollution.

I recommend, therefore, phet your Commission designste

the waters of the Hudson River betwsen the Hurlem Ship Canal snd West
72nd Strecet as Clesg “ak.

Youre very truly,

/s/ ROBERT MOSES

Commissioner
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The Department of Parks announces that it has erected
stands for the American Legion Convention Corporation for use dur-
ing the parade on September Zlst at the following locations:

Between 40th and 42nd Streets in front of the New York
Public Library, 4000 seats for use by the Legion and reserved for
disabled veterans and Gold Star idothers.

Between 58th and 59th Streets, a reviewing stand seating
100 for use by the Legion for the reviewing officials, and also ot
the same locotion, accommodations for newspaper reporters and photo-
graphers,

Between 64th und 65th Streets in front of the Arsenal,
bleachers senting 1000 for city officials only. As tickets for
this stand have already been distributed to the various city offic-
ials and no more are available, the Department of Parks requests that
the public, city employecs and officials rc¢frain from phoning or
making any further applicution fer them.

Besides these stands the Department of Parks has issued a
permit to the American Legion Convention Corporation to erect stands
seating 18,000 on the west side of Fifth Avenue from $9th to 79th
Streets, Tickets for these stands are for cale at the Legion Head-
quarters - 3000 seats at $2.50 each, 10,000 seats at #2.00 cach,

2500 seats at $1.50 each, and 2500 seats at $1.00 each.

END

September 17, 1337
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The fark Depsriment snncunces the formal opening of the
Congervatory Gerdsns in Centrsl fark at 5th ivenue and 105th Street,
¥azhatten, on Saturday, September 16th at 12:80 F. ¥.

Besides Park Commissioner Robert Moses, Dr. John ¥, Finley,
Lditor of the "New York Times", will speak at the ceremonies.

.. large fuormal flower gsrden wazs one of the original
atipuiations for the Central rark design compedition, held in 1857,
1t wes never bullt and the present improvement may be conasldered the
fulfiliment of this requirement after a lapse of eighty years.

The existing desion consists of & hedge~bordered celw
trael grass parel flanized on the north and south by flower gardeng
an¢ doutls rows of muture flowering crab epple trees, which were
brought does the Fudson idlver on barges from an upsiate orchard.

The west end of tie central panel is termineted by a
fountain pool and o seni-eiroular treatment of three terrasces sur-
mourted by & wrought iron pergola, Xature wisteris vines, pre-
sented to the  ark Lepartment by Ir. Hunter . Sekine, 'edford,

Lon~ Island, M. Y., are planted againet this arnamantal structure,
Lach of the three terraces conteins Japanese Yew hedge forming &
s0lid bank of Tollage to frame the fouhtaig;

The central feature of the south flower garden is an
ornarental pool containing water 1ilfes and surrounded Ly & bHoxwmood
hedge. In the pool iz & smell bronze fountain, commemorating Frenees
Undgson Durneti, which was dedleated by Mayor laGuardis on May 281k,

1457, The seulpturess was 'iss Tessie Vonnoh,
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The north {lower garden alsoc conteineg a lily poncg,
erounc whioh :re grouped four gemmeotrieal flower beds., The outlying
borﬂar features a permanent plantetion of tralling roses,

Throushout the growinz season ithe garden will prew
aont floral displays in sesson, atertips with apring bulbs, fole
lowed by summer flowering annuals, and displaying chrysanthermms
in the fall. The south garden will feature a oollection of hare
brneeous perennials, among which ore grouped z quantity of striking
new delnshinium hydricdse developec by Lr. V. Simkoviteh and pre-

sented hy him to the . ark Lsparinent,
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The Park Department announces the opening of Horace Harding
Boulevard from Queens Boulevard through Flushing Meadow Park to Rodmun
Street, on Saturday, September 18th, at 11:00 A. M.

Formal exercises will be held on the westerly end of the
new roadway just east of Queené Boulevard. Besides Pork Commissicner
Moses, who will preside, Grover A, Whalen, President of the New York
World's Fair, George U. Harvey, Precident of the Borough of Queens,
Roymond V.IIngersoll and Jogeph J. Darcy, District Engineer, New York
State Department of Public Works, will speak.

The story of Horace Harding Boulevard dates back to 1923,
when a group of citizens headed by J§., Horace Harding, provided funds
fof a topographical survef. In 1924 s final map was submitted to, and
adopted by the Board of Estimate and Apporﬁionment, and grading was bo-
gun by the eity In 1926. In the fall of 1928 a thirty-foot asphalt
roadway was completed between the east end of Strong's Causeway and
the Nassau County line.

Since that time, this importont city artery has lain relative-
1y idle, throttled by the lack of a connection from the west at Queens
Boulevard., In Nassau County, the staote authorities, recognizing the
potential value of this thoroughfare, proceeded with the improvement of
its extension from the city line teo Mineola Avenue.

The Horace Harding Boulevard project within the city limits
was resurrected last year when the State Legislature under Chapter 465g.
of the Laws of 1936 provided funds for the construction by‘the State
Department of Pubiic Works of various street, highway, bridge and other

basic improvements in connection with the development of Flushing Mead-
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ow Park as the site for the New York World!s Fair in 1922, Immed-
iately contract g}ans and specifications for the completion of |

Horace Harding Boulevard between Queens Boulevard and the east end

of Flushing Meadow Park were begun under the supervision of the City
Park Department. Consﬁruction contracts were let forthwith, and

with an additional asppropriation provided by the State Legislature
this year under Chapter 125 of the Laws of 1937, the entire project
including grading, drainage, paving and bridges hus rapidly progressed,
and is completed and will be opened tomorrow for public use,

The new project provides twin roadways of concrete from
Queens Bﬁulevard for a distance of two miles easterly tc and through
the Flushing Meadows, where it connects with the older seciion of
Horace Harding Boulevard pav~+ in 1928. The section through Flushing
Meadow Park passes over the Grand Central Parkway Extension on a double
span stona-faced bridge, under the pedestrian bridge provided by the
World's Fair across the Boulevard, and finally over Flushing Creek on
a seven-span steel and concrete structure.

While the proposed World's Fair provided the necessary in-
centive to complete Horace Harding Boulevard to afford a direct con-
nection between Queens Boulevard and the Fair grounds, the need for
opening up this important artery for the relief of traffic congestion
in Qﬁeens has become pressing. Traoffic conditions on existing paral-
lel highways such as Northern Boulevard, Roosevelt Avenue and the Grand
Central Parkway have already reached the saturation point.,  The comple-
tion of the westerly section of Horace Harding Boulevard will help

materially to ease traffic movement in the Borough of Queens.

END
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ALLYN R. JENNINGS
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT

WILLIAM H. LATHAM
FARK ENGINERR

WILLIAM R. €. WOOD
BENIOR PARK DIRECTOR

ROBERT MOSES
COMMIBSIGNER

THE CITY OF NEW YORK JAMES A. SHERRY
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS CHIEF CLERK
ARSENAL

641 STREET AND FIFTH AVENUE
CENTRAL PARK
NEW YOorx CITY

Leptember 16, 1937

The Park Department is erecting a grandstand between
64th and 65th Streets directly in front of the Arsenal head-
quarters of the Department for seating city and state offic-
ials during the parade of the American Legion which will be
held September Zlst.

The nunber of seats are extremely limited, as the
balance of the blocks on 5th Avenue have been turned over to
the American Legion for the erection of stands for sale to
the general public.

1 enclose  tickets for your use.

If for any reason you will be unable to use any or
all of these tickets, I would appreciate it greatly if they
could be returned to me, as the demand for additional seats

is undoubtedly going to be tremendous owing to the limited
facilities available.

Cordially,

Commissioner

Attach.
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The Department of Parks amnnounces the closing for swim-
ming of the twelve pools and two beaches under its jurisdiction on
September 12, 1937.  Parking facilities and games areas including the
piteh putt golf course at Jacob Riis Park will be kept open through-
out the month of September.

Immediately after cloging the pools, tﬁey wﬁll be con=
verted into active play areas and reopened for use on Saturday, Sept-
ember 18th, PFacilities 1rill be provided for 47 paddle tennis,. 50
shuffle board, 12 basket bail, 44 handball courts_and.various group
ganes,.. 1t is planned to have leagues formed in these sports and regu~
larly scheduled games betwiogn c¢lubs,-. Thesc play centers ﬁill be oponecd
free to the public from 2 P, M, until 10 P,.M. daily cxcept on Satur-
days, éunda?s and Holidays when the hours of operation will be'from'

10 A.-M. until 6 P, M.  Lost year the facilitics wore used by 2,021,100

POTSONSe.
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BARDER SHOP QUARTET CONTLST

The Department of Parks wishes fo announce that the
Third Annual American Ballad Contest will take place at
Randall;s Island Stadium, Sunday, September 12th at 8 P.M,,
in conjunction with the opera *Roberta™,

As the result of elimination contests, there are
two champion quartets from each borough in the finals in
addition to one quaritet from Jones Beach, .

There has been great interest in all the elimination
contegts and it is expected that a learge attendanc? will
be attracted o Randall's Island on Sunday evening.

The quartets will start to sing at 8 P,M. sharp.

Each quartet will render their selections between the &cts
and during the intermissions of the opera, TFive minu?es
will be allowed each quartet to sing ome or two songé.

The names of the quartets, togethor with tho individual

names of each guartet, are as follows:

DECK OFFICERS! QUARTET - JONES EEACH

1, Stuart Stockexr
2« Jack Cunningham
34 Roy Cerdan

4, Harry Tompkins

THE LITTIE SHAVERS - BRONX

14 Dan Murphy
2¢ Wiliiam Nerich
3. Goorge Lohr
4, Charlcs Thuern

THE FOUR SEPEED DEMONS « BRONX

1. Goorge White
2+ Walter Lange
3. Georgs Miller
4, Roay Bissinbor

THE FOUR TJAYS - QUEENS

1., Julizn Klueznik
2. James Caden
3+ Josoph Weidner
4, John Yloidnor
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. . SEPT, 11, 1937

Poge 2 4 Barboer Shop Quartet Contest.

BIESSED SACRALENT IYCEUM - CQUEENS

1, John F. Fitzsimmons
&, John J, Bradt

3¢ Honry Rotanz

4, Vincent De livyo

HANICS MELODY BOYS ~ RICHMOMND

1. Arthur Erickson
Z. Roy Erickson
3e Hank Erickson
4, Lcif Erickson

THE IELODIERS - RICHRIOND

}. Pat Thompson
2. Richord Swanson
3. Leif Swanseon
4, Edwin Nelsocn

THE COLUMBIANS - MANHATTAN

1., 8, Vamvokotis
2+ C. Sylwestor
3. J. Smith
4- Ho Smith

GITEN BROTHSRS JQUARTET - LIANHATTAN

1, Charncl Groen
2., Warren Grecn
S5e Robert Giccn
4, Potor Green

SELAH JUBITES QUARTET - BROCKLYN

1, T, Ruth

2. M. Towvnsloy
Se A Aﬂtl‘:}y
4, C, Aatley

TRI-BORC QUARTET - BROOKLYN

1. Milton ILaoclienbaucr
2. Horry Koy

3. Otto Zicgler

4, Jomes Ricea

The following prizes will be awarded to the winning
quartcts:

18t - Elcetric Clocks
2nd -~ Electriec Razors
5rd - Combination Brush, Comb and Razor Sects

Matallic ash troays will be cwarded to coch membor of
the cight remoining quartets.

The Judges ot this contest will bo:
1, Moyor Fiorcllo H. Lo Guardia

2J20rk Commissioncr Rohecrt Mosos
3¢Dr, Sigmund Snocth

4ejir, Iuther €. Stoward

END,
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The Pork Deportment wil}. officiclly opon 1:: the public at
3 Ps Il on Saturday, Septombor 1ith, the newr Williomsbridge Reservoir
Playground, located ot 208th Stroct and Boinbridge Avenue, The Bromc/-

Besidos Pork Commissioner I‘.-Iosoé}, Capt. Howord L.:«"IPodlmgm,
Doputy Works Prodross Administrator of Now Ydrk City, Borcugh Prosident
Jamos 7. 'Ilayons of tho Bronx and Aldcrmon John Q; MeGinloy of the 32nd
Distriet, who will spook ot tho coromonics, thore will be o porade ond
daneos porticipatod in by 200 children from_}?ark_ Deportoent ploygrounds
throughout The Bronxe Starting ot 4 P. M."t:harg will be track cvents
and tennis matches, followed by o football sérimmago botrroon the Varsity
tooms of Fordham University and licnhatton Céilogc, At 4135 there will bo
an opon 1000 yord medley rclay race in which the New York Curb Exchzmgc =
Lonox Hill, Now York Pioncer, Grond Strect Boys cnd New York Athltretic -
Clubs will portiecipatc. At 4:45 tho corcmonics will closce with an invito-
tion mile in whiech Glonn Cumlinéhm, Amorica's most consistent miler, |
will porticipeto.
| This 18,7 acre ovcl-shoped dopressed arca, formerly the
Willicmsbridge Rosorvoir, wos aequired by transfer from the Deportment of
Weter Supply, Gas cnd Electric ity, through the Commissionors of the Sizﬂ;ing
Fund on Junc 27, 1934, for rcercction purnoscs, with the stipulation that
no swimming pool would be constructed on the sitc. The prescat dewvelop-
nont storded in 1935 ond wes completed o its proscent stoge wj.th rolicf
Porccs cnd funds, It includes a four lops to tho mile einder running
trock, @ ball dicmond, o football ficld, 16 hord-surfaoced temnie courts,
2 lorgo completoly oguipped ploygrounds, o wading pool and « gronite faecd
roinforcod conerctc reercotion building cnd f£icld houses This building is
largely construebed from stonc tokon out of thq old rcscrvoir, a most ccon-
oriieal and ottractive mctoricl for the purpescs ILeading up to tho strect
lcvel cre-pemps, londseoped slopes, wrlks with cmple benches under shode
trces for thosc sccking passive reercation, ond ©lso © ono-half milo
promenade for podesiricns, Thoe northern portion of the crex, which is
being developed with shode treos, bemches cnd walks for guict reloxation

will be completed cnd opencd to tho public in Docombozt!

END
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The Department of Parks announces the informal opening
today of & new playground at 30th Road between 45th and 46th Streets,
Astoria, Queens, moking a total of 236 playgrounds added to the Park De-
portment recreational system since the beginning of the present adminis-
tration. Prior to January 1934 there were 108 playgrounds in the park
system., The total number now available is 344.

This area is one of twenty-four sites selected by the
Commissioner of Parks, and acquired by condemation after authorization
by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, July 15, 1936, to take care
of the recreational needs of neglected neighborhoods.

The present development which includes a completely
equipped small children's playground as well as handball courts for old~
er children and benches for mothers and guardians, is the first part of
the development of the entire block bounded by 30th Road, 31lst Avenue and
45th and 48th Streets, the.balance of which has been acguired by the
Boord of Education as a gite for a Junior High School: The Dep&rtment of
Parks and the Board of Education are cooperating jointly to develop the
expanded area to take care of the active recreational needs of all nges
of this thickly populoated neighborhood, as well as those attending the
school, When completed it is planned to have, besides the playground
opening today, two soft ball diamonds, volley hall, paddle tennis and
basketball courts. The centire development including the school building
will fit into a comprehensive scheme and will be bordered with a narrow
fence enclosed landscaped area with shade trees.

Ultimately the playground will be divided into two sec-
tions, one for small children, the other for adolescents. The adolescent
area will be adjacent to the school and during school hours will be used
exclusively by the students. After school hours and during swemer months,
this area will be open to the general publiic and will be operated by the
Depurtment of Parks. The playground for small children will be under
the jurisdiction of the Park Department continucusly and open at all
times to the public. It will be operanted under regular Park Department

rules which apply to all recreation areas.,

END
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September 8, 1937

Interstate Ssnitation Commission
60 Hudson Street
New York City

Gentlemens-

In connection with your present hearing on waters
Mjacent to the shores of Brooklyn and Queens from Sanford Point
to the Narrows, tho Park Department has one water front develop-
ment -directly affected and a number which may be affected
indirectly by these waters.

.Attached is a print of a plan of which you have
received copies at former hearings, on which the area under con-
sideration is indicated in brown crzyon, the park development
directly affected in red, and the other park developments,
indirectly affected, in green.

Preliminary plans huve been prep&red for a bagin for
small boats, to be constructed in connection with the redevelop-
ment of Shore Drive and Park, along the east shore of the Narrows.
The basin will be of the seme type as others now under construction
at various points in the city, and will be for the accommodation
of pleasure boats. The necessity for having the waters in the
vieinity of this type of basin of reasonable purity is obwiocus and
has been fully presented at former hearings, sc that it should not
be necessary to go into the problem in full detall at this time.

You are slready familiar with the boat basing under
construction in Flushing Buy, and with the bathing beach proposed
for future development at Dyker Beach Park on the cust shore of
Gravesend Bay. These developments are within the areas which would
be affected on account of tidal and current action, if the waters
being considered gt your prescnt hearing are polluted.

The Department has also under its jurisdiction 2 major
park and swimming pool duvelopment along the east shore of Hell Gate
in Astoria; a fully developed park area in Rainey Park on the east
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shore of the Eagt River at 34th Avenue, Quecns; a lurge park
development with swiumming pool, athletic and genercl recrestion
areas at the Henry Streot Busin in the Red Hook scction of
Brooklyn; a major park dovelopment at Owl's Hend, Brooklyn; znd
a park wnd perkwey develepment for which plans sve now being
propared, :nd on vhich copnstructiun will stert within 2 fow
months, along the cast shore of the Narrows from Owl's Head to
Fort Hamilton,

These arcas, although they make no dircet use of their
natural water frontages, are affccted indireetly by the condition
of the watoer. Particularly at Rainey Park, the presont polluticn
of the water is most offensive, and unless the natursl waters on
which all of thes. areag front sre ressonably eleun, the publice
will not get full bencfit from these park dovelopments.

I recommend, thercfore, that your Comnmission designate
the witers of the East River from Governor's Islind to Hell Gate

as Cless "B" and the bolince of the woters under consideration at
your present hezring as Class “a'.

Very truly yours,

Commissioner
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September 8th, 1937

Interstate Sanitation Commission
60 Hudson Street

New York City

Gentlemen:

In connection with your present hearing on waters adjacent to
the shores of Brooklyn and Queens from Sznford Point to the Narrows, the Park
Department has one water front development directly affected and a number
which may be affected indirectly by these waters.

Attached is a print of a plan of which you have received copics
at former hearings, on which the ares under consideration is indicated in
browm crayon, the park development directly affected in red, and thc other
park developments, indirectly affected, in green.

Preliminery plans have been prepared for & basin for smell boats,
to be constructed in connection with the redevelopment of Shore Drive and
Park, along the cust shore of the Narrows. The basin will be of the same
type as others now under construction at various points in the city, und
will be for the accommodation of pleusure boats. The necessity for having the
waters in the vicinity of this type of basin of reasonable purity is obvious and
has been fully presented at former hearings, so that it should not be neccessary
to go into the problem in full detszil at this time,

You are already familiar with the bont basins under construc-

’ tion in Flushing Bay, and with the bathing beach proposed for future develop-
ment at Dyker Beach Park on the cast shore of Gravesend Bay. These developments
are within the areas which would be affected on account of tidal and current
action, if the waters being considered =zt your present hearing ure polluted.

The Department has also under its jurisdiction a major park
and swimming pool development ulong the cast shore of Hell Gute in Astoria;
a fully developed park area in Rainey Park on the east shore of the East River
at 34th Avenue, Queens; 2 large park development with swimming pool, athletic
and general recreation areas at the Henry Street Basin in the Red Hook scction
of Brooklyn; a mujor park development =zt Owl's Hcad, Brooklyn; und a purk and
parkway development for which plins arc now being prepared, and on which
construction will start within 2 few months, aloﬁg the eust shore of thec

Harrows from Owl's Head to Fort Hamilton.
These areas, although they muke no direct use of their natural

water frontages, are affected indirectly by the condition of the water.
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Particularly at Ruiney Park, the present pollution of the wuter is most
offensive, znd unless the naturszl voters on which all of these nreas front are
reasonably ¢lean, the public will not get full benefit from these park develop-
mcnts.

I recommend, therefore, thuat your Commission designate the waters
of the East River from Governor's Island to Hell Gate as Class "B" and the

balance of the waters under consideration at your present hearing s Class "&".

Very truly yours,

/s/ ROBERT MOSES

COMMISSIONER
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The Dopartment of Porks amounces that on I?Od:;csday,
Soptembor 8th, ot 8:30 P, Ii, on tho M2ll, Central Pork, the fintls
of the Hill Billy C.ozltcst will tcke placo. ﬂlis_contcst i1l bring
Torth many horctofore unknowm Hill Billy :;rtists. Ir cach group
there are from 3 to 6. playcera and sirgers, Inasmuch as coch cha

ioin troupe roproscnts some local comrmnity or iastitution in tho

clty, it is cxpeeted thot on Weduosday, there will be opproximately

10,000 in attendance ot tho Mall,
An cdded featurc of this contost will be '"Tedl's Gang©

from Joncs Beach ond the YRod Benk Hill Billice®™ of Now Jorscye .

Othexr competitors include the "Q*Comell Hill Billies® and the "Browm

Jug Mountzincers® of Quocnss the "Lincoln Cowutor Rhythn Bcad® of Mone

hotton; tho WS, Jomes Hill Billicﬁs“ cnd $he "Mosholu Mountoincors®
of The Brorx; %Slim ond His Bar Xt Rongors®™ of Stoton Islcnd, ond

“Chick =nd Chorlio’ ond "eb and Zoke™ of Brooklytie

The judgos will be Ficlds cnd Holl of the "Streamliners®

and Zeke Moowrors of “Zoke ond Hig Gang®, Othor porsons who hovo beon

invitod to cet iz this eapoeity cvo Colonel Jock Mojor, Bill Butler

ord Zob Corver.

END
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The Henry Hudson Parkway Authority announced today |
that the 4,000,000th cer passed over the Henry Hudson Bridgs
at 2:50 P.M,
In accordance with the custom previously established,
a Tifty-trip booklet was given free to Wm. A. Ohlsen, the driver
of the 4,000,000th car, Ohlsen is a chauffeur and butler for
Dr. George A. Wyeth, and was returning from Manhattan to the
doctor's residence at Maplelawn in Riverdale-on-the-Hudson.
| Traffic has been so héav? since the opening of this
bridge on December l4th, 1936, that the Authority has been
succaasfu; in completing a second bond issue for the construction
of additional roadwsys and an upper deck to the bridge. Two
contracts have alrea&i been let for the grading and paving of
an additional rosdway through Inwood Hill Park and a pedestrian
underpass. Additional contracts will be advertised in the early
part of September for the construction of the uppsr 1§ve1 of the
bridge, which has already been designed and the widening and
landscaping of the parkway through the Spuyten Duyvil area in -
The Bronx. The now roadways and bridge will be comploted and
ready in tha apring of 1938 fof the anticipated incfease in
traffic upon the completion of the West 3ide Tmprovement from

72nd Street to Dyckman Street.

END

August 27th, 1937.
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The Department of Parks announces that it will
conduct the finals of the children's amateur singing contest
on Friday, August 27th, at 2:30 P.M. on the Mall in Central
Park. | |

Preliminary auditions have been conducted in the
Playgrounds since the vacation period started. Contestants
have been divided into two age groups - 8 to 12 years, and
13 to 16 ysars. At the final borough eliminations, two
winners from each group were selectod to compete in the
finals. |

Gold and silver me&als will be awarded {o the
winners in each class. The remaining borough finalists will
receive bronze medals,

Mr, Alberto Bimboni, Director of the Orpheous Glee
Club of Philadelphia and Flushing, N.Y.; Mr. Randolph Hanson,
Director of the University Glee Club and Mrs. A. L. Wolbarst,
ﬁhaifman of City Music Lesague Auditions will act as Judges of

this competition.

LSS EEE

August 26th, 1937.
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August 25, 1927.

To the ¥ew York Herald Tribune:

An article sppeared in your issue of lagt Sunday re-
zarding what was styled & "ourrent controversy” between the Board
of Education and myself.

The person who prepared it missed the ; t and c¢on-
fused the issue by injecting, on his own accord, conl r-'ersial
opinions which do not enter into the picture, o ok
recreabional aresas which he says really corie et the urisdletion
of other city derartrients and the Police Atl A d
is not at all involved. T have pointed out the Twgr of oordination
of the city's recreational facilities and have miade CBpiiNn sugges-

which were built =t great cos¥® he frecreaticial nebds of
the immediate neighborhoods.

hto the discussion, as was
he philosovhy of "passive"
rroblem st all. There
#Am to tho inalienable

v, and what public svaces
1 believe it to be axionatie
,h-szvo faoburos of narks, chlldren

Fires 2s singing, matriotic ezeoreises, talks by diree-
tors, handiwork, housclkecping, tap daneing and scowing =zre just the
punt:y While I do rot decry the culturel features in reserestional
areecs and, as a nattor of feet, sronsor nmony such activities in our
program, I foel that the mejor purpogse tn be scrved is teo give
healthy children adoquate opportunity for devclopwent of their bodies
in proper surroundings.
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I also bslisve that the children themselves have a pretty
good idea of how to play without formal instructions in this art, and
that they resent regimentationi For instance, at our running trscks
at Macombs Dam, Van Cortlandt and Williamgbridge Perks in the Bronx,
McCarren Fark in Brooklyn, and Forest Park in Queens, We do not pro-
vide trainers but we do sponsor races. We don't need professors of
ballistics to teach the average llew York boy how to play baseball;
instructors of mechanical engineering to conduct classes in top-spin-
ning; or associate professors of mothematics to apply the wrinciples
of plane geometry to show pleyground children how to shoot marbles.
Qur supervisors, thersfore, find that their principal duty lies in
geeing that the ganes and exercise of the children arc conducted in 2
fair and orderly monner. I have found no difficulty in obtaining the
services of a high tyve of personnel for just this ourpose from the
playground directors' list established by the Manicipal Civil Serivée
Cormigsion.

Your writeor made no reference to the vicious custedian
system which throttles the use of many facilitics, nor did he montion
the top-heavy burcaucratic sct-up of the Board of Education, which
relishes red tape as its major dish and which mokes every Principal a
little policy-deciding king with apparent defiance of centralized con-
trol. IHe alsc omitted tho faet that the recrcationsl gtaff in the
schools is given a ten-week swmer vacation, whiech is feken when the
closed facilities stond in groatest need of boing thrown open to the
¢children.

The 1938 budget request of the Depertoent of Parks mede
public yosterday, is not unique in its proposed incroascs, If the
greatly oxpanded reercotionnl facilitics of the city are to be opor-
atod, it will be rofleccted in rising budgets unless there is 2 cam-
vlete coordination of overy city department, veard and burenu intor-
ested in recreation in utilizing every aveileble person they have
for the full operation of publicly owned recrentional facilities.
There is no sense in pyramiding costs by the operation of pley arcas
which duplicate each other, nor by the short-sighted policy which
does not draw to the utrnost on the tremendous rescrvoir of trained
people in the Bozrd of Education to opercte the facilities which are
kept closeds The sooner that the Board of Educction realizes its
duty, uses its recrectional staff to the greatest adventage and pro-
vides personnel to operate the closed play areas, the soconer will
the general recreationsl problem of the eity be nct. If their ac-
tion is not voluntary, it should be forced by tho executives of the
city, or, if necessery, by enlightened publiic opinion.

/s/ ROBERT MOSES

Comiiasioner of Parks
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The Park Department now that its four year program of expansion and
improvement of park facilitieé is nearing completion has égain carefully
analyzed the requirements fir-ﬁolice protectioﬁ.

I% has been obvious that insufficient park and police personnel has
been a fact&r in the poor appearance of parks and has been primarily responsible
for vandalism and crime. Many of the small as well as the large parks have been
positively unsafe for visitors especially at night. The cost of vandalism in
the park system has been mére than half a millién doilars annually. Copper and
brass fittings are constantly being stolen, benches'brbken, shrubs, flowers and
trees and lawn areas ruined, Statuary is in a constant stote of disrepair due
to the theft of bronze pieces and breakage by vendals who seem to take particu-
lar delight in climbing upon them., Restricted lawn areas and sidewalks are
constantly being used for ball playing, bicycling and roller skating with the
result thai lawms are ruined and the walks are unsafe for pedestrians or those
seeking quiet and rest.on adjacént benches, Cases of holdups and assaulis are
frequent. Unlicensed peddlers without proper Health Department food handlers
permitS-afe almost impessible to contrel,

There ore mony things in a park system which ordinary park attendants
cannot do and which require the respect and authority which go only with the
policeman's uniform, Unless an adequate police force is assigned to the parks
we cannot hope to improve present conditions materially and to cope with the
minority of disorderly and destructive persons who interfere with the orderly
énjoyment of park facilities by the majority.

| Additional police will be required in 1938 not only to protect the ex-
isting facilities but also many new cnes which will be completed during the
b;lan@&fcf this year and during the first part of 1938, The 48 additional
playgrounds tc be built before the end of this year will bring the total of
these areas to 384, an increase of 300 percent in the four years of this Admin-

istration., All of these will require the vigilance of patrclmen, and in the
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case of imbrbved and enlarged parks, dgfinite and constent assignment of full
time police,

The completion of the Hutchinson River Parkway through Pelham Boy
Park, The Bronx, and the West Side Improvement in Manhatton, will reguire addi-
tional police. In addition, Randall's Island with its operas, the 12 swirming
pools and the completed development of Orchard Beach in Pelham Bay Park and
Jacob Riis Park on the Rockaway Peninsula, are attracting unusually large crowds
of people and need nmore police to enforee ordinances and prevent vandalism,

While Police Commissioner Valentine has cooperated in every way with
the Park Departnment, he, hinself, haos been sc short of nmen and officers that
he has not been able to afford the protection which the parks need., It is ob-
vious that the needs of past years have increazsed materially and in order tc
help the Police Department obtain sufficiont men to give adequate coverage to
eity parks, Park Department officials are appearing at the budget hearing tedoy
to aid the Police Commissioner in obtaining the necessary additicnal patrolnen.

The present inadequate assignnent of 496 patrolmen to city parks must
be brought up to 694 for the winter nonths and 1,02? for the sunmer nonths if
vandalism is to be elininated and the narks made safe for the public, As re-
peatedly stated in cennection with the park budgét, there is no sense in ex-
panding thé city recrentional systen to neet insisient public demands unless
our citizens are prepared to pay for proper nmaintenance. Sufficlent police are
just as nmuch a requisite as sufficient engineeré, gardeners, leberers and play-—

ground directers,

END

August 25, 1937
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MEMORANDUM ON 1938 BUDGET REQUEST
FOR THE

'DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
- AUGUST 24, 1937

- In presenting the fourth budget request of the consolidated park
system of New York City, I want to call particular attention to the fact
that this request is based on the completiﬁn of a four year program of
expansion and improvement of park facilities with which everyone is familiar,
We now know definitely what the physical inventory of our five-borough plant
will be on January lst, 1938, and tﬁis budgei request is therefore based on
actualities, unless a study of the neﬁ charter shows that the Department of

Parks is required to maintain certain areas now under the jurisdiction of
I have asked the Corporation Coumsel to advise us on these

other agencies.
1 have not included any of these questlonable areas in

charter questions.
the preparation of the 1938 request, and if it is decided that certain of them

will fall under the jurisdicticn of the Department of Parks, a special sup-

plemental budget request will be made.
In 1934, the first year of the park consolidation, the budget of the

Park Department had feached a low of $4,656,710,07. It was immediately
obvious that this 1nadequate budget was a major contributing factor to the
shabby, uneaved for appearance of the parks and to theilr unsatisfactory oper-

ﬁﬁlle facilities for all kinds of recreation, active and passive, for

ation,



all age groups were being expunded three-fold throughout the five boroughs,
subsequent budgets provided little increase. With the full understanding of
relief executi&es and.of the city autherities, the deficit was mede up by the
assignment of relief workers to the maintenance and operation of parks, parkways
and playgrounds, although I repeatedly warned the respongible eity officials
that the relief work would some day stop and that the problem of providing civil
service employees for this work should be met squarely. In the spring of this
year, the situation reached its climax when an order of the Works Progress
Adminisiration withdrew all the relief workers engaged in the maintenance and
operation of the park system and forced the closing of many playgrounds and the
abandonment of maintenance and repair in many park areas.

This order brought home to the people of New York the fact that suf-
ficient personnel must be provided by the city if the expanded facilities were
to be operated. The public answer was uwgiistakable. The Board of Estimate and
the Board of Aldernmen, with the approval of the Mayor, made available sufficient
funds teo replace the W.P.A. forces with regular fuil-time city employees, As
of July lst, this increased personnel nodified our 1937 budget to a total of
$7,717,324,75.

As to the increase in the 1938 budget, the mandatory salary increments
and restorations anmount to $177,700.00, and to continue the additicnal forces
allowed for the last six months of 1937, the amount required is $506,320.00,

The Sharkey Bill placing the labor classes in this Department on a per anmr:,
instead of a per diem, basis has been reported favorably by the Committee on
Local Laws of the Municipal Assembly. I am heartily iIn favor of this bill as I
believe that the employeeé under my jurisdiciion should receive the sanme consid-

eration as those in other departments., The effect of this measure on the 1938
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budget will be to increamse it by $181,280.00. Adjustments in salaries for 47
individuals amount to $15,572.00, and I call particular attention to the fact
that only 9 of these merited increments are for the executives accountadle for
the preper operation of the park system, and the $3,410.00 for these men is only
21% of the total adjustments, Thers are no Deputy Commissioners in the Depart-
ment of Parks and the size of the staff in responsible control is small. The
_sum total of the above four items, which are required merely to maintain tho
forces now employed, will bring the budget to $8,598,196.75.

ﬁcwevcr, our constiruction program is not at a standstill and many ncw
facilitics now undor way will be added to the park system. Additionsl forces
will be required to maintain these playgrounds and parks which will bo comploted
| during the balance of the yoar and during the first part of 1938. 48 additional
playgrounds to bo built before the end of the year will bring the total of these
areas to 384 (an increase of over 300 percent in the four years of this Adminis-
tration). The projccts now beoing constructed undor the 1937 Capital Qutlay
Budget will require additional mon. The Statc Department of Public Works will
complete the Hutchinson River Parkway through Pelham Bay Park and fturn it cver
te the city. Of major importance, from a standpoint of ncew park facilities,
will be the completion this fall of the West Side Improvement, which is adding
132 aeres of intensively developed river front park to the city system. The cost
of tho sorvices ef tho additional personnel required to maintain and operate
these totally new facilities amounts to $771,047.50.

With the help of the various relicf agencies, we havo beon able to keoep
the physical plant of the park system in a good statc of repair, but the same
"order of ths Relief Administrator that tock the maintenaﬁce workers awéy also put

a stop to this repair work. The 1937 budget provided for a total of 154 mechenics
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throughout the five boroughs. This force is absurdly inadequate for the amount
of work that has to be done on the o0ld, as well as the new and expanded,
facilities to keep them from rapid deterioration. TFor instance, there is only
one electrician allowed to the entire Brrough of Manhattan with its 154 park
structures. To keevy park structures in the proper state of repair to which the
public has become accustomed will reocuire additionzl mechanical forces, the cost
of which amounts to $262,161.00,

I have pointed out in former budget requests that there are more than
a million street trees whose care and maintenance is the responsivility of the
Park Department, In addition to this vast number, thousands of new trees have
been set out during the last four years in parks and playgrounds and along
streets and parkways. Here, again, the various relief asgencies have besn of
great help to the Department bui here, also, the men formerly assigned have been
withdrawn by order of the relief authorities. To continue the essential care of
this forest of trees will require additional climbers and pruners whose wages
will amount to $231,042.00,

In order to operate our full complement of automotive equipment and
the essential asdditions which we are now requesting, an increased force of
automobile enginemen will be necessary and their salaries will amount to
$140,760,00.

The public is familiar with the changed avpearance of many of the city
monuments for whose care this Department is responsible. The restoration has
been done by a small group of relief workers but they will be withdrawn on
Decembeyr 3lst of this year. Unless a smell foree of skilled artisans is provided,
the statues will again fall into the disrepair in which they were found in

Januvary 1934. These employees will cost the city $13,400.00 a year,
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T@is budget request inecludes a few new clerical and semi-technieal
positions which are also occasioned by the discontinuance of relief work in
maintenance and operation, and for which the Board of Estimate was asked to pro-
vide funds for the last six months of 1937. These funds werc not provided and
the now positions total $69,243.00,.

The foregoing increases represent practically all of the additioens to
the personal scrvice scheduls for 1938, and they are for the operation and
maintenance df the free recrzation fo¢ilities of the Departmont. The beaches,
swimning pools, golf courses, tennis courts and stadium, revenue producing
facilitics which pay for themsclves and placc no burden on the taxpaysr, will
require no increase in personal service next year. On the contrary, we shoﬁ a
decreass of $4,336.75 which is based on our experience in this yeart's successful
operation.

Coming now to materisls, supplies, cquipment, etc., I have asked for
an increasc of $1,121,300.89.

$566,7784,00 or half of this total is for repairs to park streets and
roads. We asked for thesc funds in the 1937 budget and withdrew our request
on the assurance of the Board of Estimate that they would be previded by a
combination of contributions from the relief authorities and from the city.
Anyone fiding over these pavements will besr witness to the fact that this
promise has not becn kent. I said before that no substontial sums had been
spent on the repair of these roads for the lost six years daspite the faet that
they carried as much, if not more traffic than many of the streets which are
under the jurisdietion of the various Borough Prosidents. If these arteries
are to rcmain open and are to provide 2 reasonably safe means of travel, this

sum must be ineluded in the 1938 budget.
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Since 1934, only seven new pieces of automotive equipment have been
added to our inventory, which totals 367 units todesy. It is obvieus that the
life of such equipment is limited and, figured on five years obsolescence, it
would be necessary to replace 73 units eesch year. Such replacements have not
been mnde since 1934, We, however, are asking for the replocement of only 42
units. The greatly expanded facilities of the Devertment require the =ddition
of 51 new units and their cost, together with the replacements, will be
$128,730.00.

Horticulturzl supplics formerly bought with relief funds, recreational
equipment which will be neesded to replace the worn out swings and slides, ste.,
additional fuel supplies for the many new buildings constructed this year and
the various matericls, supplies and equipment necéssary adequately to maintain
and operate the facilities which have been cdded this year amount to $290,356.50.

The foregoing =ndditions in other than personsl] service are for the
free park facilitics. When we built the now golf courses and completely re-
constructed the old 6nes, when we crented the entirely new Orchard Beech in The
Bronx and rebuilt the inadequate Jocob Rids Poark in the Rockaway Peninsula of
Quecns, We asgumed thot the relief authorities would provide the equipment
necessary for the proper cperation of these facilities., However, the relief
authorities refused to supply this equipment. Items such as automotive lawn
mowers, compost mixers, stc., for the golf courses and modern beach eguipment
for the two beaches are included in this request for additional funds. A
substantial port of this inerense is for equivment which will bring adequate
returns tc the c¢ity. For instance, up 0 Aupgust 15th., we have received o
return of $26,343.7% on the rental of berch chrirs and umbrellas. We need
2,000 morc umbrcllas and 1,000 more beach chairs next year as this type of

cquipment does not lest forever.
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The total inercase over 1937 in §ther thon personsl service for these
revenue producing facilities is $135,436,39. 1t does not represent a real
sddition to the amnual budget as a major proportion of the itcms are of o non-
oxpendable character, good for many years of operation, and will, as in the
case of the beach umbrellas, produce additional revenues for the city.

To summarize, the totel request for 1938 is as follows:

Personnl Scrvice #9,452,987,50
Other Than Personnl Service 1,775,250,89
Total Budget Regquest for 19238 11,228,238,39

As is required by charter, I olso submit the Personal Service Request
for the Department for the fipst holf of 1939 which, it will be noted, is

onc~half of the required Personal Scrvice of 1938,

7 S

Comnisaioner
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The Department of Parks amnounces that the finals of
the Harmonica Contest will be conducted on the Mall, Central Park,
on Wednesday, August 25, at 8:30 P.M. Playground and district elimi-
.nations have been going on for the past five weeks in each of the
boroughgs A% the final borough eliminations, boys and girls competed
in each of three groups: Class A, under sixteen years, Clags B, fif-
teen to eighteen years and Class G, over eighteen years,

The two best players in each group were selected to rep-
resent the boroughs at the finals, Each contestant will be required
to play two selections not longer than four minmutes each in duration,
The Boys! Harmonica Band of Queens will play a medley of three songs
as an added feature of the program.

Mr. Rudeoluyk Wurlitzer, Miés Nicki BHarmon of the Harmonica
Institute of America, and Miss Iee Edwards, Editor of the Accordian.wbrld
and Mr. Milt Herth, world's foremogt exponent.of the electric organ, have

been invited to judge this contest,

£¥
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The Henry Hudson Parkway Authority smnounces that bids were
taken today on paviﬁg the new upper level northbound approach from
Dyclkman Street to the Henry Hudson Bridge. This contract is part of
the widening program from Dyckman Street to Riverdale Avenue in The
8ronx, which also includes placing an upper deck on the Henry Hudson
Bridge for northbound traffic which will be reached by the Parkway
Drive on which bids wefe taken today.

Included in the bidding is a pedestrian underpass whigh will
permit visitors to Inwood Hill Park to proceed under both north and
southbound driveways, making the entire area of the park available
for pedestrians.,

The three low bidders were:

The Immick Company, Inc. $111,426,00
Meriden, Connecticut

Garofano Comstruction Co., Inc. 118,065,000
Mount Vernon, New York

Arthur Gallow, Ince 118,835,00
260 Bast 161lst Street '
The Bronx, New York City

The Engineer's Estimate was $119,000.00.

# # # F
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Interstate Sanitation Commisaion
60 Hudson Street
New York City
Gentlemen:

. Submitted herewi'bh’ are copy of 1§tter of May 24th to your
Chairmen, snd print of mep outlining the boating and bathing faellities
now in operation! and definitely plamned, for development in city park
waterfront areas.

_In connection with your present hearing on waters south of

the Narrows, I call your particular attention to existing bathinglbeaches
being operated by thils department at Jacod R:i..is Park and Rockaway, in

Queens, end at Wolfe's Pond Park in Richmond, I call your attention also
to bathing ‘beaches proposed at Canarsie Beach on Jomaica Bay, Dyk:er Beach
on Gravesend Bay, and at Marine Purk, Grent Kills, Richmond,

The Jocob Riis bench has recently been expanded and iml.:roved',
and is now the finest natural bathing bcach within the city limits. Both
this beach and Rockoway beach are extensively useé.. Wolfots Pond beach,
although small, receives a hi-g_hly concentrated use on woek-endsy _'I,‘he
proposed beach ab Marine Park, Richmond, will accomnodate over 100,000
bathers, whon complotod, All of these four boaches arc now in waters
which are suitable i;'or bathing, although they canmot properly be classed
as completely cloan,

The qther two proposcd beaches at Canarsie and Dyker Beagh
are badly nceded, os ovidonced by thé numbers of people who go swimming
at snd noor these locations in spite of tho .highly polluted wators. We
realize that it may be some time befqm tim woters adjaecnt to those two
beaches will be suitablo'for bathing, if present schodules for sewoge
disposal are carried out,

In tho arca under qonsidemtioﬁ in your prcscnt hoaring, ‘l:l;o
Park Dop_artmnt has three boat basing in various‘ stages of improvemont,

At Marino Park, Richmond, Great Kills horbor has boen
partially drodgod ond is alroady being used by hundreds of pri;m‘bo
pleosure ceraft, When fthis harbor has beop complotoly dredged, as port

of the park and bathing beach improvemont, it will be tho largost small

boat harbor in this scetion of the Atlantic soaboard,
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Construction is only started at Marine Park, Brooklym, and
Jacob Riis Park, Quecns, on accommodation for small boats; but, with
the complotion of the developmont of thosc two parks, there will be

added facilities for mony rore hundreds of privote pleasure boats

L

- In addition to the bathing beach and boat facilities which

moke direct use of waterfront facilitios; the Department has under
its jurisdiction tho.recently completed oxtonsion of Shore Perioway
around Fort Homilton, Bensomhurst Pork, and tho Dreier Offormon
playground, fronting on the east side of Gravesend Bay, and the
large Nbptun@ Avenue othletic amd ploy centc?, on the north side of
Coney Islond, also frontipg on @ravesend Bay,

It is also planned to extend Shore Porkway olong the gast
shorc of Gravesend Bay to a point just beyond Bensonhurst Park,
Al) of these doevelopments utilize the shore front for whet might be
called ivaetive recroation, The charactor of the wator along these
shores has o direct bearing on the amount of usc the public will
moke of thesc develomments, It is, of coursc, desirable that the
water bo cloan and inoffonéive to the patrons of these park arcas,

As was stoted in the Phxk:lbpart@cnt's recomuendotion at
your last hoaring on New York City waters, the plans prescnted herc-
with for bathing beach and boat bosin improvements represent our plans
as far as fhey have progressed to date. With the incvitcble incroasc
in population ian the city, and particularly in the ou#lying districts
along the north shore of Jamaica Bay, and in Richmond, the demands for
additionel natural bathing facilitios will unquostionably be greatly
inerensed, and we can safely anticipate that the public will demand morc
bathing beachces in these two seqtions.

I rocommend, therefore, that all New York City ti@al waters,
south of the Narrows, along tho shores of B?ooklyn, Queens, and Richmond,

be designated by your Commission as Class A,

Vory truly yours,

/s/ ROBERT MOSES

COMMISSIONER
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On Friday, August 20th, at 1 P, M., and on Saturday, August 21st,
at 2 P, M.; the Second Annusl City-Wide Diving and Swimming Championship Meet
for children of the swimming pools of the Department of Parks will be held at
Astoria Pool, Astoria, Iong Island,

Twelve outdoor pools and one indoor pool will be represented at this
meet, which was won last year by Astoria Pool in close competition with the
other pools,

The diving events will be held on Friday efternoon, with each partic-
ipant required to do a swan, jack, and two optional dives, These dives will be
made from the low board and the high board,

The swimming events, scheduled for Saturday afternoon, consist of:
25 and 50 meter_free style; 2% and 50 meter breast stroke; and 25 and 0 me-
ter back stroke, together with a 200 yard relay team.

Boys and girls will enter in their respective events, Teans compet-
ing for this championship have been selected from the various pools by means
of daily swimming meets, the winners of these meets making up the team for the
individual pool. |

There will be three classes of entries: Junior, Intermediate and
Sénior, these groups being based on the age, height and weight of each con~
testant., Entries for this meet closed Monday evening, August 16th,.

A plaque will be awarded to the pool scoring the mést points, and
medals for first, second and third place of sach event will be awarded.

Astoria Pool will be open for regular patrons during this meet,
and spectators will be permitted in the pool area in civilian clothes during

the meét, without charge.

i
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Tocay at argm:{imately 11 o'cloek Eelen Eanchuck of
1632 Vashington Avenue wag the somewnat bewildered center of interest
at Crotona Fool, Eest 1731d Street and Fulton Avenue, The 3renxe Ab
that time the Departnent of Yarks bestoweé upon her the distinction
of b.eing the two-millionth person to meke use of the facilities
available &t the twelve rmmicipally ove-sted suvirizing 2ools under the |
Jjurisdiction of that Departnert,

Since the onening of the swirrins pools for the current
season on May 2¢th, 1857 - 1,486,776 children under the age of 14 have
attended the pools during free pericds set aside for tham 'exclusively
fram 10:00 A% to 1:00 F.il. each day, except Szburdnys, ond Sundays.
In addition to this frce neriod eticondance, 515,734 children and adults

“heve pald adnission o eiter the swirmine pools throughout tho City
thiis scoson.

Fretty young Yelon Eachuek was greeted at the cnirance of
Crotona Fool by the Supervisor of the fool, who, after advising hor
of the fact thet shc was the two-millionth visitor, precserted to her a
memento of the occasion, with the comnlimonts of tho Depertriont of Farks,

artidst the choors of shout 3,000 havw~y childrcne.

End
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/ The Department of Parks took bids this afternoon for the construction

*of bulkheading along the south shore of Flushing Bay. The contract calls for
about one-half mile of bulkheading slong Northefn Boulevard beitween the boat
basin, which has been constrﬁcted with State finds, and the new asphalt plant at
the mouth of the Flushing Rivef now being constructed by the Borough President
of Queens. The bulkhead is ‘o be extended west of the boat basin for 1,000 feet ¢
to a point about 400 feet south of the éasoline station on the Grand Central |

Parkway., Between this point and the Jackson's Creek Boat Basin, near North |

Beach, further rock-bulkheading will be placed by the Contractor on the Queens- \
Midtown Tunnel, under an’agreement with the City. Work on this phase of the //
Flushing Bay improvement will start next month. |

Construction will consist of placing rock, or gravel fill, dependent /
upon sub-surface conditions, and the rapidity with which settlement of the Vi
‘material is accomplished. -

The three lowest bidfers were:

Arthur A. Johmson Corporation $342,640. .
29-28 Hunter Avenue ;
Long Island City, N.Y. C'\ L
Welsh Bros. Contracting Co., Inc, _ - 578,400,

35 Purvis Street
Long Island City, N.Y.

Tufano Contracting Corporation 591,685,

168-22 -~ 91st Avenue
Jemaica, L. 1.

and the Engineer's estimate is $383,000.
The tulkheading is designed to retain the shore line on both sides of (

the boat‘bﬁsih being constructed by ﬁhe State, along Northern Boulevard and the i}

new Bronx-Whitestone Bridge connection, and along the Grand Central Parkway
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north of Northern Boulevard,

It 3s necessary that the bulkhead be in place before the Federal
Government dredges the new channel and turning basin for which an appropriation
of $505,000 is now pending before Congress.

The face of the bulkhead will be dressed with riprap and, after settle-
ment has stopped, a coping and railing will be constructed along the top, with
a promenade running the entire length.

The contract is to be complete before next spring., This construction,
along with the boat basin built by the State and the dredging to be done by the
Federal Gov;:nment, will clean up the present unattractive shore and the
malodorous mud flats in the immediate vicinity of the only water ontrance to the

World's Fair and Flushing Meadow Park.

# # # #
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The Department of Parks ammounces that on Monday,
August 16th, The Bronx adminisirative office will be moved to the
-new administration and garage building at Bronx Park East and
Birchall Avenue in Bronx Parl,

The new building is completely fireprcof in construc-
tion, the facade being of dbrick, the floor of steel and concrete,
and ths roof of slate,

When the building is completed, it will house beside
the administretive office, a modern garage for vehicles, with a re-
pair shope There will also be plumbing; electrical, carpenter and
paint shops whers the maintenance work of the borough will be done.

This office issues permits for golf, tennis, bascball
and other athletic activities, strcet tree planting and picnics, as
well as hondling all other office work attached to the operation of

parks in The Bronx,

The tolephone of the new office is Wostchoster 7-5200,
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August 12, 1937

NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
AMATEUR GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP

The finsl 36 holes of the 1937 Championship for the New York
City Golf Courses will be held on the La Tourette Golf Course in
Richmond on Sunday, fucust 15, 1937.

Two hundred and thirty-six players from the various courses
have filed entries for this tournament., Prizes will be awarded
1o the low gross and runner up scorer of the tournament and also
to the low net and runner up players in the i. B. C. and D. groups.
The low gross and 1§w net scorers among the women players will also
receive prizes.

The team prize will be awarded to the four low gross players
from any one course and medals given to the individual members of

the team.
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The Park Department amnounces that the Barber Shop
Quartet Contest which was conducted so successfully in the fall
season of the last two years, will be held again during the late
ter part of this month,

Eliminations in the various boroughs will be held ac-

cording to the following schedule:

Manhattan Washington Square Park
Bronx - Poe Park
Brooitlyn -~ Prospect Park,

lsic Grove
Richmond MeDonald Playground
Quaens - Forest Fark,

Musie Grove

8:30 P .M.
8:30 P.M.

[}

Thursday, Aug. <6
Thursday, Aug._. 26

8:30 P.l.
8:30 P,M.

Fricay, Afuge 27
Yednesday,Auz. 25

Monday, fug. 23 - 8:30 Pl

Entries for this contest mmst be filed before Auzust
20th, at the borough officos located as follows:

Meahstton - The Arscnal, Central Purk

Bronx Zbrowski liansion, Claromont Park

Brooklyn Litehricld Hemsion, Prospoct Paric

Queons - Tho Ovcrlook, ¥orxcst Parlk, Xow Gordens, N.Y,
Richmond - Dowvartmont of Parks, Clove lakcs Park, Sel.

4 foaturce of this voorts contest will be that tho wine
ning quartet which 1rill be scleetod on Scptembor 13th at the Randallts
Islend Stadium, will be given a contract to sing in conncction with
tho operctta to be held at the Iinieipal Stadium ot Romdellts Islond
frou: Scptomber 14th to Soptomber 19th.

Quortots outside of the city limits but within the

metronoliten creo may compebe with permission of the Committee,

END
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The Park Departnent aﬁnounces that on August 17th, and in case
of inclement weather, August 18th, a programof wading pool activities will
take place throughout its playground system.

Activities such as balloon races, gold fish hunt, wading pool
water polo, wading pool arch ball, water dashes and other wading pool stunts _
will constitute the program.

Since Janmary lst, 1934, one hundred and nine wading pools and
eighty-one portable showers have been added to the City Park System, all of
which have been extremely popular with small children. The averoge daily
attendance has been approximately 153,000 children, ranging from three to
nine years of nge. During hot weather in congested neighborhoods, it is
not unusual to find 500 to 700 children at one time in one of the larger
wading pocls.

These wading pools are so constructed that they can be used for
recreational activities not only during the summer months but also through-
out the year. In the pocl at Roosevelt Playground, the area is used as a
wading pool from 10 A.M. until 6 P.M. and at 8: 30 P.M., after the pool has
been drained, Jancing tukes place. During spring and fall seasons <f the
year the pocl areas are used for such activities as basketball, volleyball
and group games. In the winter months they are flooded for ice skating.

The first wading pool was built in 1924 in Herdlton Fish Park and
proved so popular that nany nore were constructed throughout the city and
in other sections of the United States. In all large playzrounds which are
constructed today by the Departuent of Perks, there is included a woding
pool of the type as outlined above. It has been reported that other cities
are now following the plan of the Department of Parks by constructing wad-

ing pools that can be used for varicus activities throughout the year.
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Three years ago today the Park Department as the first step in a new

uniform policy for the wider use of all recreational facilities in the five
boroughs, established and opened with new equipment a group of playgrounds to
serve as model standards for the entire City Park System.

In celebration of the third anniversary of these play areas, birthday
parties will be held in each in which the playground children will participate.
The playgrounds will be gayly decorated, and a festive program arranged, inc-
luding songs, dances, impersonations, plays ond group party games. Where faci-
lities permit, athletic contests and soft ball games will constitute part of
the program as well as the salute to the flag and the playing of the national
anthemn,

In many of the areas, mothers' clubs will furnish refreshments.

The playgrounds in which parties will be held are as follows:-—

MANOATTAN

DR. GERTRUDE B. KELLY MODEL PLAYGROUND, West 17th Street
between 8th and 9th Avenues.

THOMPSON STREET PLAYGROUND, 95 Thompson St. between Spring
and Prince Streets.

PLAYGROUND, Northwest corner Lewis and Rivington Streets.
PLAYGROUND, 83 Roosevelt Street between Cherry and Oak Sts.
CORLEARS HOOK PLAYGROUND, Corlears St. cor. 8.5. Cherry St.

GREAT LAWN PLAYGROUND, Central Park, Northwest cor. opposite
868th Street.

INWOOD HILL PARK PLAYGROUND, Payson Ave. and Dyckman Street.

ST. NICHOLAS PARK PLAYGROUND, St.Nicholas Ave. and W. 141 St.

BROOKLYN
PLAYGROUND, East 95th Street, Avenues K and L.
JAMES J. BYRNE MEMORIAL PARK AND MODEL PLAYGROUND (Gowanus
Playground) 4th to 5th Aves., 3rd to 4th Sts.
BRONX

PLAYGROUND - E.l4lst St. between Brook and St.Ann's Aves,

UEFNS

ALLEY PARK PLAYGROUND — N, of Grand Central Parkway near
76th Avenue.

CUNNINGHAM PARK PLAYGROUND - Grand Central Parkway, opp.
193rd Street.

JACKSON HEIGHTS MODEL PLAYGROUND, 25th to 30th Aves. 84th
to 85th Streets
RICHMOND

MODEL PLAYGROUND - Jewett and Castleton -lvenues
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HILL BILLY MUSICAL CONTEST

The Depertment of Parks will sponsor a contest, unfamiliar to the
residents of New York City, imown as a "Hill Billy Musical Contest!,

‘THe "Hill Billies" represent groups of people who 1nh¢bit the noun-
tainous distrlcts of South Carolina and the adjoining states. They are what
the ancient latins would call "Sui Generis" - in a class by themselves. Liv-
ing in the seclusion and quietude of weoded nmountains, segregated from the
din end confusion of'worldij affairs, they have, in'clannieﬁ fashion, acquired
e style of dress, namner of living and means of enjoyment strikingly peculiar
to themselves.

Iﬁ the sphere of music, scng and dance, they are nonetheless indi-
vidual. The clear efiSp air of high altitudes has developed in them strong
bell-like voices which find melodious expressibn iﬁ tunes of their ewn compo—
sition to the accompaninenf of hone-nade musicel instruments and dances created
by the terpsichcrean "Hill Billjes".

The:Park Department is of the opinion that a contest embracing the
musical, dancing and singing characterlstlcs of this 51ngu1ar class of people
would be extremely interesting, armigsing and entertaining to residents of metro-
politan New York.

o The "Hill Billy Mus;cal Contest" will be conducted for residents of
New York City, and the'metrepolitan area on Wednesdny, September 8th, on the
Mall, Central Park at 8: 30 P.M. The contest will consist of two divisions,
one for amateufs and the other for professicnals.

Each of the five borcughs will conduct eliminations at the following
locations:

Manhottan - Washington Square Park, Thursday , August 26th,

8: 30 P M.
Bronx - Poe .Park, Thursday, August 26, 8: 30 P.i.
Brooklyn - P rospect Park, (Music Grove) Friday, August 27,
8: 30 P.M..
Richmond ~ McDonald Playgd., Friday, August 27, 8: 30 P.M.
Queens ~ Forest Park, (Mueic Grove} Monday, August 18, 8:350 P.M.

~ Troupes from Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester Counties and ihe Metro-
politan Districts may'compete provided they receive the approval of their

Recreation Department and of the Department of Parks.
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RULEZ OF CONTEST

1. Combination rmusical instruments, song and dance contest.
2. Troupe to consist of two or more persons.

3. Novelty instrunents and vocal interpolations permitted
and credit will be given for their use,

4, Each act to dance, play and sing a medley of Hill Billy
tunes of not more than eight minutes duration.

Seni-finalists will be allowed an encore.

In selecting the winners of the contest the judges will take the
following factors into consideration:
1. Musical Technique {Rhythm, Harmony and Melody).

2. Interpretation and Presentation {Selection and use of
Instruments; selection of blending of songs).

3. Appearance of costumes.
4, Originelity
Suitable awards will be made to winners in each division.
try blanks may be secured at the Borough Offices of the Park De-
portment or at the Arsenal, 64th Street and Fifth Avenue, New York City. No

fee required.

END
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. PARK COMYISSIONZR ASKS THAT LOCKED / 7 | '
i SCHOOL RECREATION FACILITIES BE —_—
~ OPENED TO THE PUBLIC.

Although the Department of Parks has trebled its recreational facili-
ties since January 1, 1934, to make up for the neglegt of former Administrations,
the recreational needs of meny neighborhoods are still unsatisfied, There are a
number of neighborhoods throughout the City where a tremendous tax has been placed_'
on the park facilities owing to bad ﬁlanning on the part of the Board of Education,
In some cases there is a complete lack of outdoor recreational facilities, and in
others, there has beer an entire unwillingness on the part of the school authori—
ties to share their facilities at all hours and periocds of the year with others.

One of the most diffieult negotiations I had to carry on was to obtain
the use for recreation of the Consolidated Edison land at the rear of Haaren High
School, lOth.Avenue and 59th Street, ﬂanhattan. This was done in a large measure
because of the urgent fequest of the local school authorities. It is quite obviocus
that inte;ligent planning would have provided a playground adjacent $o the school
when it was built. It is scandalous that so many of the school recreational school
facilities should be closed to ﬁhe general public outside of school hours, and es-
.pecially.in the summertime, when'there is such a tremendous demand for them parti-
cularly in congested and underprivileged neighborhoods, I have been deluged with
letters and reqﬁests for additional summer play facilities since schools are out
and I find case after case where there are existing séhool play.facilities which
are closed in the neighborhoods from which the complaints arise,

Up to the present tiﬁe I have been unable to oﬁtain anything like reason-
able cooperation in this matfer, especially in the absence, until very recently,
of a Director of Extension Activitieé ih the Board of Education. A vacancy has
existed in this position fqr'over three years.

A1l park playgrounds, swinmming pools and other recreational.facilities
in the City Park system are open from 10 A.M. to dark and in some neighborhoods the
Playgrounds which are provided with.floodlights are open at night., The Department
of Parks' playgrounds and facilities are open seven days each week, every day of
the year. Not only has an effort been made to provide wholesome play for children,
but emphasis has also been ploced on adult recrestion. So gréat has been the in-
terest in some of the activities and facilities that it has been impossible to ac-
commodate and satisfy all groups of individuals, There are.approximately two hun-

dred applications for basebell permits every month which cannot be granted. During

-ul-
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the fall and winter months hundreds of requests are recoived for indoor basketball
courts which the Dopartmont of Parks cannot accommodate, as thore are only ninc
minicipal gymnesiums under its jurisdiction,

It would aid the Department of Porks ond sctisfy the nceds of many neigh-
borhéods groctly if the Board of Educntion with its numerous elémcntary, junior
high and high schools would open all of its facilitics and inereaso its lsisurc
time program to accommodate more children and adults, The jonitors or rather cuse
todicns of the Board of Educotion buildings will not opcen them unless they reeceive
additional compensntion for doing minor ensunl extra cleaning, some of which is
unnceessary., A survey of school buildings shows that most supervised school play-
grounds arc only open from 1:30 to 5:30 PJM.: it shows that they arce in many cases
closed on Saturdays, Sundays and holideys, It alao discloses that in some cases &
school recreationnl area is opencd onc or two blocks from a park nlayground. Up
to the present time thdre has been no cooperation or coordinction and o groat deal
of overlaepping. In the face of o groct demend for more playgrounds, the widest
possible use hos not been made of Board of Bducrntion crecs. Thero has been a great
waste of public funds in the past nnd also at present boenuse of this lack of co-
ordinntion and ccoperntion and the demnnd of school custodizns to be pnid for
cleaning of school premises ond keoping them opon boyonrd regular hours.

I have been informed that if a basketball teom from a conmorcinl orgoni-
zotion uses a school gymnasium from 5:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M., it must pay approxi-
mately $3,00 ond extra feoes for usoe of toilots and dressing rooms and thet nt 7:30
P,¥. the school custodicn rceoives cnother foe if » differont group uses the gymn-
agium. This is just onc problem iﬁ conncetion with the reormonization of the old
Deparitment of Extension Activitics ond its new department of recrectionnl ond come
mnity activitics thet will have to be solved. Swinming teachers of the Board of
Bducation rececive annual salaries and two months vacation. An additional appro-
priation of approximatcly $44,000 is neccgsary to open the school showers and swim-
ming pools during the summor months, At P.S. #89, 134-135th Strects and Lenox Ave-
nue, Manhattan, which is an old typc schocl building with inadeguate recreation fa=-
cilities, there is a supervised small shower room approximately 10 ft. square, while
onc block awny thorc is a beautiful indoor swimming pool with swimming instructors,
operated by the President of the Borough of Manhattan, At 120th Strect and Madison

Avenue, Manhattan, there is o park playground with the various umnits of cquipment,
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also o wading pool and field houses, while one block away, there is an indoor Board
of Education playground conducted in an old type school building, and operated from
1:30 to 5:30 P.li. Anothor example of overlapping is the Voeation Playground at
P.S. #158 at York Avenue and 78th Street, Manhattan, whercas the Park Department
John Jay Park and Playground is only one block away., Many other examples could be
cited but those are sufficient to point ocut the utter lack of coordination and
overlapping.

Most anyone who gets around the City is aware of the Board of Educatiqn
facilities which lie around unused at least part if not all the time in the face
of the tremendous public demands for them, As to specific exemples, take Abrgham
Lincoln High School at Guider Avonue end Occan Parkway in tho Coney Island section
of Brooklyn. Here, therc is a complete athletic ficld closed to the gencral public
during the éummer with no other rcercational area nearby to take care of the neigh-
borhood needs. Bushwick High School at Madison and Irving Avenucs offers a similar
condition, and Tilden High at Tilden Avenuc and East 57th Street, and Manual Train-
ing High at Seventh Avenue znd Sth Street, also heve areas which are unused. We
have found fortiy-two Public School yards which are never opened, most glaring of
waich are P.S. #69, P.S. #101, P.s. #1086, P.S. #107, P.S. #111, P.S. #117, P.S.#125,
P.S. #162, P.S. #198, P.S. #200, end P.S. #235., Thesc are cither in intensively
developed scetions or in scetions which have no playgrounds at all.

In Manhattan, at Seward Park High School on thoe lower BEast Side there are
handball courts and a running track with grass growinrg on it through lack of use
becausc the gates arc locked, Public School yords at P.S, #152, #132 and #95, are
alsc closcde George YWashington High Schocl play arecc seoems to be open on weckends
onlya.

In Quoons, at the Nowtown Athletic field, with o track, baseball diamond
znd showers, the grass has grown Xnce high and the aren romeoins unused,

In The Broenk, Ssmucl Gompors Industrizl High Scheol znd Morris High School
Amnax have large ficlds which are closed for the summer and bodly nceded to satisfy
the recrectiscnal noeds of the neighborhoods

Space does not permit a full iist of all the closed faecilities, but those
listed chove are sufficient specific examples of City propcrty Ylyirg unused in
congosted soctions whoere land valuos are enormously high and the neighborhood re-

crcation nceds cannot be romedied cvernight.
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Within the past week Pnrk Departmont cxccutives have tokon up this
probklem with tho Board of Education through Mork MeCloskey, the newly appointed
Dircetor of Reereztional and Community Activitics. Our side of this problem,
which is the public side, has been fully expleincd to the new Director and it is
our intontion to cooporate with him znd the Board of Education to the fullest cox-
tont possible., His problems in broaking down the inortia, red tape and burcau-
eratic traditions of the Education Department and the janitor-custodian rackot
arc formidablec. I am cecrtain that if he rcceives adequate authority from his
supervisors and cooperation from his collcagucs, he will be able to solve many of
these problems, The Park Departmont has mndo some very specific reeormendetions,
whieh, if theoy are carricd out, will oven some of the locked reercation facilitics

of the Education Deporiment beforc this surmer is over.

S F i,

Cormissioner of Parks

s P
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Commissioner Robert Moses announced today that the Department of
Parks and the Marine Parkway Authority are cooperative in the presentation
of a spectacular Fire Works display at Jacob Riis Park on every Friday
evening throughout August.

A huge ﬁarachute shell will release a large American flag which
will float through space, at 8:45 P.M., as a notice to the people that the
main display will start in fifteen minutes. At the same time several nolse
signal shells will be fired as a salute to the National colors. At 9:00 P.M.
a Prismatic Fire Illumination shall open the display during which time hun-
dreds of special shells shall be fired. Some of the special features are
Hanging Chains of Fire, Aerial Water Fallgs, Weeping Willows whose branches
drop to the ocean, Floating Festoons of Aerial Sleigh Bells, Huge Repesting
Shells similar to those constructed especially for the Great Lakes Exposi-
tion, new experimental shells which ure to be offered for the coming New
York World's Fair, Yellowstone Geysers, Maypele Girandolas that drop ribbon~
like streamers with rainbow combination colors, Special Prismatic and
Rainbow Batteries, Huge Colored Duration Stars, Triple Chrysanthemum Shells
covering 1000 square feet, Crescendo Display, Boy Scout Jubilee Shells,
Cherry Blossom Shells, Aerial ¥lower Garden bombs, Mystic Wheels and Search
Lights., For the finale at one lighting a hundred shells shoot inioc the
sky and burst with vorious effects, including Flying Fish, Gold and Silver
Serpents, Devil Chosers and Myriads of Feathery Stars.

Jacob Riis Park with a 70-acre parking field will provide unlim-
ited accommodation for any who moy come by motor.

The Boardwalk and beach areas will provide an excellent view of

the display as well as a restful place to cool off.
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The gome areas and doncing ﬁt the Central Mall will provide enter-
tainmnent before and after the display.

_ Refreshments may be obtained at the Central Mall buildings.

Jacob Riis Park may be reached by people living in easterly Queens
and the Rockaways by proceeding westerly along Rockawsy Beach Boulevard to
its terminus at the park.

People living in Brooklyn, Manhattan and the westerly portion of
Queens will of course reach the Jacob Riis Park much more easily and quickly
by proceeding to the scutherly end of Flatbush Avenue and across the new

Marine Parkway Bridge, directly into Jacob Riis Park.
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tilating and the electrical contracts,
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Bids for the construction of the City Building which will

house the city's exhibit at the Now York City Worldfs Fair 1939 were
Bids received covored the superstructure; plumbing, heating, and ven-

of the four contracts were as follows:

Contract for Superstructure )
Posaty & Furhman, Inc., 369 Lexington Avenue $ 556,000,

Cauldwell, Wingato Co., 101 Park /venue " 564,000,
J. Weinstein & Rubin Bldg. Corp., 11 W. 42nd St, 582,200,

Contract for Plumbing

J+ H. Bodenger, 53 Tenth Avenue 29,654,

Je Le Murphy, 340 B. 44th Strcct 30,953,
Jamos MeCullough, 429 W. 44th Stroeet 30,970

Contract for Electrical VWork

He Z+ Altzborg, Inc. 1776 Broadway 75,700

J« Livingston & Co., 420 lexington Avenue 76,500,
Ee Jo BElectrical Ingtall., 227 B, 45th Street 78,115.

Contract for Hoating, Air Gondi-
tioning; ventilating and Ice Rink

Riggs Bistler Cos, 516 Fifth Avenue 259,000,
J. L. YOrphy, 340 B+ 44%th Strect : 279,963,
Jemes Hi Martin, 1841 Broadway 282,427,
The New York City World's Feir Jommission will consider the

End

The three low bidders on each

Bug. 3, 1937

received at the Park Department offices - Tho Arsenal - this afternoon,

award of these contracts at a meeting which will be held on August 10th,
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Bids were opened todey in Albany by the State Department of Public
Works for the contract for the paving and drainage of the Fast Service Road in
Flushing Meadow Park, Queens, from the Long Island Railroad to the boat basin
on Flushing Bay. The Engineer's Estimate was $157,465.

The three lowest bidders wers:

Ao We Bﬂnko, INCe waectvsnscovsrnsersovanens $128‘652o00
Hastings on Hudson, New York

Jo P, BUTIIS  sescecscsoersnvsscsceescncess 128,857,795
Garafano, INCe egescccocseesssvsssssersness 132,091,50

The East Service Road forms the northerly portion of the interior park
road syvstem.

The plans were prepared by the Department of Public Works in Babylon
and are based on the General Development Plan for Flushing Meadow Park which was
preparsd by the Department of Parks., The East Service Road parallels the Grand
Central Parkway Extension, comnecting the Intra-Mural Drive, a portion of which
has been compléeted by the Worldts Fair Corvoration, with the boat basin on
Flushing Bay. This drive, in the ultimate park, will provide access to parking
fields adjacent to the City Building. During the Pair, the entire Intra-Mural
Drive will be the main express bus route around the perimeter of the Fair.

The road will consist of 44 feet of concrete pavement, divided by a
22=-foot grass panel, providing two lanes of traffiec in each direction, Starting
just south of the Long Island Reilroad, it runs north under the recently completed
Long Island Railroad bridge, skirting to the left of the permanent Utility
Building to be builft for the park by the World's Fair Corporation, passing under
the new Roogevelt Avenue bridge, and thence along the west side of the city park-
ing field, which wltimately will be the main athletic field, to the axis of the
boat basin. Upon the completion of the boat bagin, the road will pass under the
Northern Boulevard bridge as part of a broad, formal mall which will connect the
boat basin with the field house and athletic field. ZFrom the boat basin, access
roads will comnect with Northern Boulevard.

The Tast Serviece Road will thus form the principal mesns of access to
the World's Fair, and ultimetely to the park, for passengoers landing ~t the

boat basin.





