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e 1/7/37 - 553

1/19/37 -~ 539

One-millionth visitor to the 3 new p.l.ay c" __

Bids receivra. for Horace Harding Blvd Bri&ge }@r flushing river
and for a boat basin bulkhead cn Fluah .Bay in Flushing Meddows Park, -

-~

1/29 /87 ~ 540 - Firg part of Gorman Memorial Park will be opened to public 1/29/37 m'-"—f’"‘h

r

-'._--{43-;;"‘“{ R/2/37 - 541 - Bids received in Albany for completicn of bridges and roadways on m:snn‘-
3 Henry Hudson Parkway bet, 289 and 253rd sts. in Riverdale Section. :

2/4/37 - 542 - Bids received in Albany (4) for the construc. of a bridge to carry .~
69th Road cver the flushing river in FJ.usthg Meadow Park. -

2/15/37 - 543 - Plans for Bronx-¥hi testone Bridge project.

544 - Bids opened on contract for moving,stockpiling and processing

2/24/37
' topsdil material in Flushing meadow park on 2/24/6?.

2/25/37 545 - Ccmplet:.on of redesign and reconstruction of St.Gabriclts Parkmw.)*/‘} !
‘. i _ and reopened on 2/25/37. : o R

3/20/37 - 546 - Completion of boat repair shop at Randall'a Island for Police Debt: L

' Also reopen playgzround in Corlears Hook Pk., recreation bldg, at t ‘-\
Carmine & Downing Sts., new playground at Liberty Ave. & 102nd Stey,

oo Queens and new recreation bldg. in Raymond O'Comnor Fk., Quoens, y -

v
o d
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Amnouncement that applications for Golf & Temnis Pemits
will be received. ' !

1,000,000 car using Henry Hudséon Ploway, COnstruction of new upper

level of bridge. DBondholders asked tq consent $0 new issue of
$2,000,000. U?ith Picture) Ca pix ,

Comm, Moses requests Series A Bondholders $3,100,000 to grant. con-
sent to issuance of §2,000,000 Series B Bonds in order to build
upper level to Henry Hudson Bridge over Spuyten Duyvil (Pleture)

Completion of alterations on Tavern-On~-The Green & Claremont Inn,
Recreation Bldg. in Jay Hood Wright Pk., Men. in Bklyn., at Union
Stey Bet, Van Brunt St, & Hamllton Ave., in Queens at 135th & Linw
coln Sts., also at 92nd St. & S6th Ave. and at Crocheron Yk.

cs P
Karl H. Gruppe engaged 40 reproduce original design of statue

of Henry Hudson o0 be placed at Spuyten Duyvil, opposite 227th
Ste Also acquisition of lend to form NMemorial Park to Bermard

S. Deutsch,  (Pleture)}> ~0OQ

Bids opened for contract for test borings to be mads along the
shore of Flushing Bay, Names of biddera & figures submitted,
algo engineer's estimate.

Opening of reereation bldg., in Sty James Pk, (X-44), C P"x)
Erection of stainless steel statues at Astoria ?rinmingﬁol. _

West Side Improvement will be completed next fall, Lift
bridge over Jamaica Inlet, conngcting Bklyn, & Queens will
bhe opened in summer, 3 PiX :

Parks Department announces the opening of nine of the ten
municipal golf courses. -

Marine Parlweay Authority announces the tak:lng of estimates
for grading and paving of Jacob Rils Park.

Opening of playgrounds «- Brooklyn, New Utrecht Avenue & 70th
Street == Queens, Crocheron Park., Also of remodeled parks ~=
Rockefeller Playground, 63rd Street & York Avenue. At _
West 45th Stree%, Menhattan, new plsyground. Stuyvesant Park,
Second Avenue between 15th & 17th Streets, rehabilitated.
Pictures, .

 Closing of play centers for cleaning in preparation of new

geason. Swimming pools to reopen at 10 a, m., Saturday,
Mey 29th. Figures for winter use of play spaces. /

Hearing befors Committee of U. S. Senete on Commerce, Wedw
nesday morning, 10:30, in capitol for uthorization of

2,500,000 for improvements to Flushing Bay/ R, o i permianb .

Bidas for paving and trolley track relocatioh of main artery
crossing Flushing Meadows Park along Horace Herding Blvd.

- .-
AR
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562 - Postponement of Split Rock'Golr Coufsa opening,

563 « Bids opened in Albany by State Dept. for paving Hubtchinson
.River Parkway extension in-Pelham Bay Park.Dept of Plante
& Structures will let contracts for widening Zastchester
 Creek Bridge. 3
564 = Announcement of second annual opportunity conteat for
amateur musiclana, ’

568 =~ Split Rock Golf Course opened to public Saturday, May 1st.

566 « Anmouncement thet Taverneom~the-Green end Claremont Restaurant B
will reopen May lst. Pictures. o S

567 « Opening of new playground & twe remodeled park bulldings on
May lst: Playground, part of Broocklyn Bridge Pleza development.
Buildings -- one dm Clov Lekes Park end one in La Tourette.
Pictures. ( ook | .

568 = Tulilp beds throughout city == Pelhem Parkway, Mt. Eden
Avenue, Van Cortlandt Park, etc.

569 - Students from Collegé of Architecture, Cornmell University,
visit Central Park, West Side Improvement, Triborough Bridge,
etc. to study landscaped properties.

570 = Per dlem employes to be paid in full on rainy days. Open
: lotter over commissionerts aignature on this;and arrangement .
for sessonal employee on revenue producing facllities,

571 = Opening of Mary Harrimen Rumsey Flayground, Central Park, /

Friday, May 7th, Pictures. (L D Pix

572 e« Correspondence between Col., Somervell and Commissioner
Moses with regard to WPA lay-offas.

573 =~ Flanting of treea and shrubs throughout city parks and .
parkways. \ _

574 = Bids for grading and peving roads and pérk!:ng spaces on
Randall's Island together with incidental drainage structures.
topsoiling, firrigetion and fencing. . '

575 ~ 'Bida opened ,in Albany by State Dept. for paving Lawrence
Btreet, Rodmam Street, & Horace Herding Blvd. General
develpment plan for Flushing Meadow Park & & marginal roads.

576 - Closing 142 playgrounds due to layoff of 429 WPA play
v leaders, Civil service personnel will‘ be assigned.

577 - Marine Parkway Authority bids for grading Rockaway Inlet

Shore and bulkhegding. Pictures. C fvx ’

572 =  Erection of two bronze figures, Central Park 2;00 con=-
- cession Restaurant. Dancing Bear and Dancing Goat.
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nﬂus:Schﬁ 5/24/37 - 879 = Eetter from Commissioner Moses to Jeremish Meguire about
: ' pollution of city waters, List of facilities of publice
recreational advantages, - '

3

L
s

Lﬁ?;5/37 - 580 «~ Last section of new bridge spenning Jamaica Inlet, connect= :
ing Brooklyn & Queens was placed lfay 24th. Jacob Riis Park will b
opened June 23rd. Bathhouse facilities 10 000, Parking
facilities for 14,000,

L57£;/37 - 58l « Bids for New York 01ty building in Flushing Meadow Park.
: Bullding to be converted to 1ndoor recreational usage in
vermanent park layout. [

[}{29/5? ‘= 82 = First Naumburg conoert takes place on Memorial Ba%, Mé@r 30th,
e Central Park Mell. Progrem. C BScchuns -

L8727/37 = 583 « Reopening 12 swirming pools, May 29th, 10 e&. m. Eleven
opened lest yesr, twelfth opened in Faber Park, Richmond,
= was opened five years. Pools listed.
| - \5/€7/37 ~ 584 ~ Children's garden at Fort Greene Perk, Brooklyn, sowed
‘ - firat seeds in garden plots. .

(,5{58/3? - 585 « Letter to Allyn R+ Jennings from H,. L. Peckham, also 001onel
' Somervell, from Robert Moses, in reference to a 5,000
Yeduction in personnel.

.l-§f§§/37. - 586 ~ Schedule of dramas, concerts and dancing ih boroﬁgh parks,

. Jouvs
l«873}57 = 8587 « Change of schedule in timc’for twelve outdoor swimming pools.

t/6712/3? = 588 = Opening of playground, Fifth Avenue betwucn 130th and 131st
: - Streets, Manhattan., In Brooklyn at Avenue "L" between East
17th end E st 18th. Pletures. ( | ecrune, —

. E - p : N 3 .
rT\: 5 Cl4ﬂﬁ;?37 - 589 = Leftter to Boerd of Eatimate from Commizsioner Moses in refere
ad ence to West Side Improvement, also schedule for additional
work.,

kﬁ?é}S? - OB9A =~ Towers of thé Bronx-Whitestone Bridge «= proposals for con- -

. gtruction. Bids to be opened June 23rd. Blds for con~
gtruction of the tower plers and anchorage foundations were
opened on June 8th, N

B{Ig/37 = 590 -~ lLetter from Moses to Somervell and sdmervell to Moses, re
working eight men eight hours overtime at Randall's Island.

ﬁrﬁncﬁ»)cw 6/16/37 -~ %91 =~ Opening of new beaches at Jacob Riia and Orohard Beach,
_ Fridey, June 25th, _

k6?18/37 « 592 «  PFinals of second annual musical instrument contest on the
; : Mall, Jun une $9th, 2: 30.

W

. e ——
\ﬁf&9/37 - 593 = Short resume on For Tryon Park with pictures of flower
gardens, < X . .



%752/5? - 594 = Chenge of hours 1in twelve swimming poolﬁ opened May 29%h,

L57§;/37 - 595 « Dedication of plague in homor of Lillian Wald, June 29th,
at playground at Cherry & Gouverneur Sirescts.

o 25/37 « 598 = TFinals of magic contest, Sunday, June 27th, 2:30 p. m.
' on the Mall,

' Q}S(/S'? - 597 = Exercises in connection with the completion of Fort Greene
' : Park, Tuesday, June 29th, at 1 p. m. Resume of work.

\8/30/37 - 598 - Second Neumburg Concert, Central Park Mall, July 4th, 8:15.

i b o i

/37 = 599 == Opening ceremony Marine Parkway Bridge, 10130 &, m., July 3rd,

. .Mﬁ/:w . = 600 ~ New playground, Séventh‘ Avenue & 86th Street, Broeklyn, and
- Crotona Park East and Charlotte Street, Bronx. Remodeled
building at Vietory Blvd end Park Road, Richmond. ( :;L(a.-x)

g N 14/37 - 601 « Completion of issuance of 2,000,000 in 3} per cent. bonds

E ' }Q/ upper level, Henry Hudaon Bridge. “Verk to be done described.
. . ?

: . 12{1%/37 - 602 = Bids opened for test borings propoaed bulkhead wall along

. Shors Road ‘Brooklyn. *

i ~ L/fji?/37 - 603 =~ Opening new playground, 179th Place, North of Jemaica Avenue,

3 ’ : and at Sayres Avenue, between 172nd Street & Merrick Roed,

. T Queens., New brick building at 16lst Street between Second .

i & Third Avenues,Menhattan qnd mew brick building in Highbridge
Park. Pictures. [ Pk : :

7fl9/37 - 604 - TFxercises July 20th in all playgrounds in Menhattan, Bronx,
: Brooklyn & Richmond for inducement of children.

\2/19/57' - 605 = Letter to Hon, William O'Reiliy from Commissioner reference

:“'; . to President Street Bathg.

mcssu)O; 7/20/37

.

e

806 -~ Park Dept. received bids £or grading new roadway through
Inwood H1ill Park. This is rirst contract to be paild out
of new 2,000,000 bond issue. Wg

T e Jr—

_L77§4/57 = 607 = Opening three new playprounda & new automobile parking field.
- In Queens at 173rd Strset & 106th.Avenue; at 174th Place &

. 112th Avenue; in Richmond, Beechwood Avenue between Cleveland
Street & Crescent Avenus, New parking Yield in Astoria Park,
Pictures. -

e e e i et e i 8 AP

\;/é6/37 - 608 =« Completion of concrete bandshell & outdoor damce floor at
_ - Colonial Park. Listing of seven areas for free outdoor
. dancing. : S '

Lﬂ7§é/3? - 609 ~ Opening of five playgrounds by Mayor La Guardia: Brooklyh -=

o Pitkin & New Yorsey Avenues; Howard, Pacific & Dean Strests;
Lafayette & Reed Avenues, TBronx - 182nd Street & Belmont
Kvenue, Queens ~-  Woodalde Avenue between 82nd & S4th Streets.

t

;\ S 9/%7 610 ~ Third Neumburg series, Central Park Mall, Tuly 31at
i % ’ g

A _ _ \ _ _ * Programs,
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The third concert of the lHaumburg series
of concerts will be given on the !Mall, Central Park,

on Saturday July 31 at 8:15 P.M.

Jeffrey Harris will conduct the Naumburg
Orchestra and J. Alden Edkins, Bass-Baritone, will

be the-guest soloista

This 1is the Memorial Concert convrihuted
by the sons of Mr, Xlkan Nauwmburs on the auniversary

of hig death,

End



ELKAN NAUMBURG

MEMORIAL CONCERT

SATURDAY EVENING, JULY 31st, 1937

EICHT FIFTEEN O'CLOCK

CENTRAL PARK Pl ON THE MALL
THE NAUMBURG ORCHESTRA, Jaffrey Harris, Conductor
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THE MALL—CENTRAL PARK
Saturpay Evemineg, Jury 31st, AT 8:15 o'cLock
MEMORIAL CONCERT
THE NAUMBURG ORCHESTRA
JAFFREY HARRIS, Conductor

J. Aipen Epkins, Bass-Baritone, Soloist
Lﬂ@?ﬂd%
&
®

“The Star Spangled Banner”

Adagio Sostenuto from the Sixth Symphony . Tschaikewsky
In MeEMmoRY oF ELkaN NAUMBURG
Founder of these Concerts

Overture—“Barber of Seville” . ., . . . . . Rosstni
Andante Sostenuto from the First Symphony . . . Brahms
“Slavonic Dances” . . . . . . . . . . . Dvorak
“Il1 Lacerato Spirite” from “Simon Bocanegra™ . . Verdi

J. Alden Edkins

Introduction and Cortege from “Coq d'0Or” . Rimsky-Korsakoff
INTERMISSION

Concert Overture in C Minor . . . . . . Jeffrey Harris

{a) Introduction to Act Three {rom “Lohengrin”
(b} Prelude to Act Three from “Die Meistersinger” » Wagner

(c) Entrance of the Gods into Valhalla )

Song of the Fiea e Moussorgsky
J. Alden Edkins

Waltz—"Tales from the Vienna Woods” . . . . Strouss

Final from the Fourth Symphony . . . . Tschaikowsky

“America”




T HIS CONCERT is contributed by MR, WALTER
W. NauMBURG and MR. GEORGE W. NAUMBURG, sons of
Mr. ELkan NaumBurG, whe donated the bandstand on
The Mall and lived to see it put to the purpose he had

in mind of erecting a veritabie Temple of Music.

Mr. Erkan Naumsure had been impressed with the
need of an adequate bandstand in Central Park by reason
of his custom, long years in practice, of contributing
Orchestral Concerts of high quality, in the cause of good
music for the people, on three holidays, Memorial Day,
Fourth of July and Labor Day. His sons, continuing this
custom in his memory, have added a fourth concert to
the NauMBURG series by giving a similar concert on

July 3lst, the anniversary of their father’s death,

TrE NAUMBURG concerts for the season of 1937 are
therefore set down for May 30th, at 8:15 P. M., July
dth, at 8:15 P. M., July 31st, at 8:15 P. M., and Sep-
tember 6th, at 8:15 P. M. These dates to be remembered

by lovers of good music.




CITY OF NEW YORK

Hon, FioreLrLo H. LaGuarpia, Mayor
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h Mayor LaGuardia will open five playgrounds, constructed
by the Department of Parks with relief labor and funds, on Friday,
July 30th, at 4:00 P, M, Separate exercises will be held at each

of the following playgrounds:

BROOKLYN - Pitkin and New Jersey Avenues
Howard, Pacific and Dean Streets -

Lafayette and Reid Avenues

-~

BRONX '~ 182nd Street and Belmont Avenue
QUEENS - Woodside Avenue between 52nd and 54th Streets.

The Mayor will be p;eSent at the Queens playground at
Woodside Avenue, 52nd and 54th Streets, Besides the Mayor and Park
Commissioner Robert Moses, Honorsble Joseph J. Kraebel, Alderman of the
60th Queens Aldermanic District, and Mr. Pierce H., Power, Vice-President
of the Queens Chamber 6f Comuerce will participate in the cersmonies.
_The exercisas wiil be broadcast to each of the other plgygrounds and

amplified by separate public address systems.

These playgrounds are five of the twenty~four sites in
neglected areas selected by the Commissioner of Parks and acquired
by condemnation after authorization by the Board of Estimate and Ap~

portionment on July 15, 1936,

Owing to the ever-increasing demand for roller-skating
facilitiea, four of the now playgrounds are equipped with modern
rollar-skating tracks, and gll are completely equippéd'W1th play

apparatus and are appropriately landscaped.

e i
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TO COMIISSIONZR [90SES

FROM A R JENNINGS

THE FOLLOWI] f0UR APPROVAL:
 DEPARTHENT OF PARKS FOR RELEASE JULY Z7TH,KBHE 1937.
| ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK

TEL. REGENT 4-1000 | .

THE PARK DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCES THE COMPLITION OF THE BRICK AND &
CONCRETE BAND SHELL AND GRANOLITHIC OUTDOOR DANCE FLOOR AT COLONIAL PARY,
SRADHURST AVENUE AND 147TH STREET IN THE HARLE/ SECTION OF HANHATTAN ON
TUESDAY NIGHT JULY 27TH.

MAYOR LA GUARDIA, PARK COMMISSIONER ROBERT WOSES_AND BILL
ROSINSON, THE RADIO AND WOVIE STAR, WILL BE PRESENT AT—$436—P.i. TO !
OFFICIALLY OPEN THE AREA FOR THE DANCING WHICH WILL BE HELD EVERY SUC-
CZEDING TUESDAY NIGHT FROM 8$30 Poie TO 10330 P.ife BILL ROBINSON WILL
ADD TO THE ENTERTAINMENT TONIGHT BY GIVING GOHE—OT~ 5 IR I FABLE T -
 HIBITIONf OF DANCING.

THE FOLLOWING SEVEN AREAS ARE ALSO OPEN FOR FREE OUTDOOR
DANCING IN THE CITY PARK SYSTEM DURING THE SUWMER HMONTHS FROW 8130 Pi

TO 10230 Paide

LOCATION SCHEDULE
1YALL, CENTRAL PARK | TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS
PROSPECT PARK PICNIC GROUNDS FONDAYS

VULLALY RECREATION CENTER- WEDNESELAYS

JACKSON HEIGHTS PLAYGROUND MONDAYS

11C DONALD PLAYGROUND WEDNESDAYS

ROOSEVELT PLAYGROUND | FRIDAYS

ASTORTA POOL _ EVERY SECOND FRIDAY

OK AZ
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The Department of Perks announces the openring of three new\

playgrounds and a new awtomobile perking field today

 In Queens, at 173rd Street and 106th Avenue, the ﬁew play-
ground for the North Jamaica is the first section of a large recreational
arca whj.ch is being constructed to be completed., It is for small children
and has slides, gwings, see-saws, sand tables, play houses and a rectang-
ular wading poel which can be used for volleyball wher not in use aé a
pools Benches and shode trees are also providod.‘ When the entire area
is completed, it will have facilities for baseball, football, tenmnis,
rollor-gkating, basketball, horseshoc pitching and peddle tennis, os well
as & four lap, mile running track.

At 174th Plepe and 112th Avenue, in St, Aldans Memerizal Pork,
the nlew' playground is equipped with sco-sows, swings, slides, junglc gym,
merry vhirl, play houses, sand tables end@ a concreto shower begin, Pore

.' manent concreto benchog and_ shede treces care glso part of the landscaped
layout .

In Astoria Park under the Triborough Bridge, the new parking
ficld has o conerete surfaco fmd will accormodatc 384 cars, No foeo is
charged for tho usc of this facility, which shoulé provids groat convoen~
ience for patrong of the popular Astoria pool, which has had as neny ;'-“8
14,619 vigitors in one day.

In the new Brighton soction of Richmomd, ot Becchwood Avenue
betwoen Cloveland Stroet and Crescont Aveonuc, the now pleyground has o
fully equippod smell children's scction bosides facilitlies for handball,
bagketbnll, horscshoe pitching, paddle tennis, _shurfle hoard snd softball
for older chiJ_.dren and adults.  Here, too, benches nnd shede treocs are
also provideds |

¥nd
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The Park Department announces thst ¥avor LsGuardis, Perk Comnissioner
Eobert Roges, Hon, Jzwes J. lLyons, President of the Bornugh of the
Bronx, Hon. James A. Deering, Alderran of the k7th District, Victor:

- Ridder, Vorks Progress &dministretor zn? Roderick Stephens, Presidmmt -
of the Bronx Boerd of Trade wili spesk at the dedlcation evercises
coincident #ith the oovninﬁ of the ncw bathing beach snd bath house
facilities 8% Orchard & Beach, Pelhsn Bsy Park on Ssturday, July 25th
at 13100 F.¥. - .

Although the entire development, & %PL »roject, hss not been com-
pleted, the facilities to be opened includs & urcscent-Shaped white
sard beach spproximetely 200 feet wide at high tide, and 2530 feet
long facing the Sound; s beach walk end concrete seawsll, which forms
the backbone of the besch: two temporary nerking fields that will . ac-
cosimodate 500 cere end ¢ seotldn of the two-story hath house having

o le88 loskers for men snd 549 1oukers and 1:? éressing rooms for women.

: :A nex “our-line trefiic reliel rosd srvroximately two miles long,

- runniing from Lestermn Bouleverd to the bath house, eliminateﬂ the f0r~
mer narrow circuitous roiute irom Fastem Bouleverd to Litr Island.

Pus an? taxi service will be in operntlon from tﬁe ~ath house to the
Pelhsm Bay station of the -exington svenue line o the Interborough -
ﬁa id Transit. L

. ¥hen comnleted, Orchard Heuch wlll compars raversbiy with Jones Seach,
- Over 115 acres of land will have becn added to Pelhew Rur Park Yy the
addition of Tetween ,VOO,OOO to 4,000,020 cubic yards ot {1ll and the
new beach, approximately one mile long, will not occupy anﬁ land thaet
wae formerly part of the nark.

There will be & brick vavilion with lim-:stone trim sn i colonmades of
simplified Greek archlitecturs, with lockers snd :ressing room lecilities
- for over 5490 persons, & cefeteris, rest rooms snd = loggie terrace on
the second floor facing the Sound; & ¥all 253 Teet @ide and 1400 feet
long, with benches and trees along the edges, connecting the bath house
#ith & large lagoon for smell bosting, This lake wlll be rrovided with
a tidal dam to kpnp the water at & permsnent level. : -

In the Rodmen Neck section there »ill be parking spsce for TOX) carsy
athletic fields with nlne baseball diamonds, seven football flelds, -
thirty-two temnis courts, a completely equipped children's play ares
and & field house with dressing room, lockers, toilet and shower faci~
Tities, & smell boat harbor will be vrovided. The Split Roek and .

© Pelhen Say Gol{ Courses and Golf House, alouad one mile distant from

'_the beach, were opened thie spring.

"The entire development ig Iitted into & tandscana scheme taking fu¢1 ad-

' 'ventage of the natural rocky hillsi:iee &ni weeded aress.
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TeL. REGE o0
e Jaly 17,1937,

Hon, William O'Reilly, | é 0 ..S

472 Baltic Street
Brooklyn, N, Y,
Dear Alderman:

T note in the press that you were one of the speakers
at a rally of South Brooklyn residents to protest about the pro-
gress of work on the President Street bathhouse, and at this
meeting a bathtowel march, whatever that is, on the Mayo: at the
Sunmer City Hall, was suggested by Assemblyman Mangano,

I had already explained the situation to the Assembly-
man, and his attitude indicates clearly that he is more interésted
in meking a personal and political issue out of this'mattgr than
he is in qoing something for the peopls of your cqmmunity. I was
surprised, however, at your presence at the rally, and assume that
you do not know the facts,

The facts are as follows:

ls  The President Sﬁreet bath was a disgraceful institution,
far from providing facilit;es for large ﬁumﬁers of people of your
district during the summer. It had only a very small pool, not
mich ﬁore than a large bathtub, By no stretch of iﬁagination
coul& more than fifty people have us?d this pool, at one time,
with any degree of safety or comfort, The wator in this pool was
polluted with raw scwage which leaked in from an adjacent‘sewer
main, and the entire building was constructed wiﬁh an incredible
lack of intclligence and skill. As a matter of fact, it could
not possibly have pussed an honest building inspection at the
time it was constructed.

2. This building was also used for tub and shower baths,
The actuzl records showed & very small usage for this purpose,
and indicated beyond any guestion that far from being a great
neighborheod attraction, these baths had few users. Incidentally,
there was a great decal of potiy thievery and other troubles, duc
to the mixing of grown-ups and children.

3. This building was turnsd over to the Park Dopartment by

the Borough Preosidont of Brooklyn for reeconstruetion and becauso
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of the bad conditions thore. Our studios indicate that the
propor use wgs as & local gymnasium for the children of tho
neighborhood, and our plans wers made qccorﬁingly. Wo includoed
some showor baths in place of the tubs, at thoe carnest roguost
of some loecal pooplo, with a scparate qntranco to thesc showor
baths g0 thet grown-ups could usc thom,

4. As wo procecded with the work, we found that the build-
ing had to be completely reconstructed, It was diffieult to ar-
rive at a gtructural stocl design sctisfocetory to the Building
Deportment, Delivery of stecl ordqrod‘by the rolicf cuthoritios
is now oxpected ocarly in Soptomber. Work will progress then with
relicf labor but thoe building connot be completod unkil late in
the fall,

In vicw of these facts it is preposterous to suggest at
tha hottost time of tho year that the President Street bath ro-
construction will have any vitol offeet on any large number of
people in the ncighborhood or that o towel brigode morch on City
Hall has ony sensc,

Your district immediately adjoins Rod Hook, amd you arc
fully awarc of 21l the improvements which hove been made ot Red
Hook, ineluding the now swimming pool, which is roadily acecsgible
to the poople of your neisghborhood, Hundreds of thousands of
people in the ciﬁy have to go a groot deal farther to get to one
of tho ncw pools, Lot me add thot in this general scctiﬁn of
Broolklyn we also have cnother swimaing pool at Sunsct Park, and
that considering that we only had the resources to build cloven
new pools in the entirce city ond recomstruct onme old one, this
part of Brooklyn has not been nmoglected or ovorlooked,

Moy I suggest that if you wont to do something worth
while for your cormmnity, you ask the locnl people to support
the request which I hovo submitted to the Board of Estimato ond
Apportionmont to round out ond purchase as a permencnt playground,
the Brooklyn Union Gas Compony proporty at the head of tho Gownnus
Canal fronting on Douglns, Novins and Degrow Streois and Third

Avonue, Wo have a small temporary playground there now on 4
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pemit from this Company, cnd we are cble to buy at the asscsscd
valuation of the land the ontire block which includes the presont
temporary playground. If this now playground is added to others
csteblished in your distriect, and if you will examine the mep,
you will scc that more has been donc in tho last threc and a
helf years for recrcation ig this part of Brooklyn thon wag dono
in the previous fifty yeors.

I om sonding o copy of this letter o my fricnd, Alder-
man Froank Cugningham vho, I am sure, will be in sympothy with

its contents,

Very truly yours,

Robort Moscs

Comnmiggioner
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On Tuesday, July 20th, at 3:00 P.M., special exercises will
take place in all the Park Department playgrounds in Manhattan, Bronx,
Brooklyn and Richmond in an effort to induce children to become regular
attendants at the playgrounds, make wider and more intensive use of the
facilities and by taking children off streets reduce accidents. "Get A
New Member® will be the campaien slogan of the children who now use the
Park Department recreationsl facilities daily.

In the playgroupds there are activities and facilities availe-
able for a}l age groups. For the very asmall children there are kindergar—
ten swings, wading pools, sandboxes, doll houses, puppef and marionette
shows, handicraft, song-plgys and story-telling hours. For children be-
tween the ages of six and eleven years there are large swings, slides and
jungle gyms, Group and team games, in addition to such activities as
arts and crafts, music and dramatics, are also conducted under the super-
vision and direction of the nlsyeround directors.

The children over twelve years of age are organized into clubsg
that train them for good citizenship, respect for éuthority and obedience
to rules and regulations and inculcate loyalty to their playground and
create a greater interest in their local neighborhood, parks and play-
grounds,

The Rorough of Queens conducted a special member drive on June
16th, and as a result of the special program there has becen a marked in-
crease in attendance at both the large and small playerounds.

.On July 20th, at each playground & special progrem will be con~
ducted consisting of singing, athletics, demonstrations of various games,
arts and erafts, music and dramaticse. Athletie, civic, dramatic, handi-
eraft, literary, orchestrel, glee, social, checker and.chess clubs are -
permanent fixtures in most of the playgrouﬁds at present. A Junior Park
Protective League has also been organized to prevent unnecessery vandalism

and destruction to lswns, trees and shrubs in the psrks and pleygroundas,

End
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The Department of Parks announces ?';he opening of two
new playgrouhds and two new buildings, today. .

In Queeng, at 179th Place north of Jamaica Avenue,
the new playground is equipped with see-saws, swings, slicdes,
jungj_e gyn, sand tables, play-houses and & rectangular wading
pool, 50 feet x 70 feet, for small children. There is also a
large open play ares s'tndl shuffle board and handball courts‘for
older children. Benchesz and shade trees are also provided,

At Se_uyres Avenue bétween 172nd Street and Merrick
Boulevard in St. Albans Memorial Pasrk, the new pla_z.rgroﬁnd has
facilities for softhall and basketball, bosides see-saws, swings,
horizontal bars and ladders. Here too, benches and shade trees
are pari of tlie layout.

In Manhattan, at 10lst Strect botweon Second and Third
Avenues in Yorkville Playground, the new brick building, with
slate roof, houses boys' and girls® comfort stations and a large
play-room for indoor games during inclement weather,

At 173rd Street and Amgtordam Avenue in Highbridge‘Park,
a new brick building, with copper roof, will be used as a concess-

ion stand to serve spectators and bathers at the swimming pool.

End
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Bida were opened today by the Department of Parks, at the

July 16, 1937

Arsenal, Central Park, for a contract for Test Borings on the line of
the proposed Bulkhead Wall along Shore Road, Brooklyn. The thres lowest
Bidders were:

Standerd Drilling Co. _
60 FEast 42nd Street, N.Y.C,. ..-.-.....‘*243'?.50

Riley Engineering & Drilling Co.
1733 Bast 3lst St., Brooklyn, N.V..... 3350,00

-

Sprague & Henwood, Inc. )
1]l West 42nd Street, HoYeCueenovanesea 4000,00

and the Engineer's Estimate was $2500.00,
This contract is first step toward the improvement of one of

New York's finest stretches of shore front, overlooking the lower Bay

and the Narrows,

The information on sub-surface cond.iti ons obtained from about
twenty-five test borings will be used to determine tho design and the amount
of material necessary for 8 new bulkhead wall to be built from Fort Hamilton
to Owl's Head Park, The new wall will be similar to f.he ons already c@npleted
around Fort Hemilton and will creatc & strip of land for the future construction
of Shore Parkway from Fort Hamilton to Owl's Head Park., This stretch of parkway
wiil be an important link in the Brooklyn Circumferential Highway. connecting
with the proposed Hamilton Avenue tummel on the north, joining with the com-
pleted portion past Fort Hamilton and ultimately rumning past Coney Island,
through Marine Park and over the new Marine Parkway Bridge to Jacob Riis Park.

After the new bulkhead wall is completed a wide pedesirian promenade
will be constructed connecting with the séction recently completed in front of
Fort ﬁamilto_n. Reclaimed lend behind the wall will form new park areas totalling
24.3 acres to provide recreational facilities between the parkway and the
014 Shore Road.

EERE
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The Henry Hudson Parkway _A\rthority announced today 'that it had
successfully completed the issuance of $2,000,000 in new 33% sinlcing fund
bonds for the addition of an upper level to the Henry Hudson Bridge and for
increased rosdway fac_:iiities thr:)ugh Inwood Hill Park and the Spuyten Duyvil
section of the Bronx. Recently the Authority, through its bankers, James H.
Causey & Co., Inc., and Stranahan-Harris, approached the bondholders of the
original issue of $5,100,‘000 and received the consent of the holders of over
two-thirds of the izsue 20 that the new offering could be made imnmediately.
Under the original bond resolution the Authority.was limited to the issuance
of $1,400,000 in bonds after the first full yé&rl’s successful operation.
The operation of t.he Henry Hudson Bridge, 'however, singe it first began col-
lecting tolls on December 14 of last year, has bren so successful that it
dispelled any doubts as to the sbility of the Authority fo finance.the
additional issue. The three millionth car passed over the bridge on Sat-
urday, July 10, a few days less than seven months®! full operation.

The anticipated opening of the West Side Improverment on October 1
of this year made it imperative to gtart immediately on the mrovisiorn fior
addit ional traffic facilities over the Henry Hudson Parkway from its jﬁnction
with 'the West Side Improvement at the end of Riverside Drive to West 239th
Street .in the Bronx. The present use of the Henry Hudson is so heavy thet
the cxisting facilities are taxed to the limit at peak periods. When the
new parkway, btoing constructed as part of the West Side Improvercnt from
72nd to Dyckman Strect, is comploted the addi'bi onal facilities leading
traffic to the Henry Hudson Parkwey will bo so groastly increased that the
progent facilities of the Henry Hudson Parkway would be considerably over-
taxed. Therefore, it is planned to usc the present level of the bridge and

the P-esent pavement through Inwood Hill Park for scuthbound traffic only
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and to construct & new parkway rocdway from Dyckman Street through Inwood Hill
Park to lecad onto the proposcd upper lovel of the Henry Hudson Bridec to bdring
tho northbound traffic from Manhattan into the Bronx. The toll gates will be

3
e

inercaged in number from a totél Of.SE§PEMF9m91§EEJin cach direcction. A pedes-
trien underpass will be built under thoe now rosdway in Inwcod Hill Park so

that the parkway will not split tho park and the coxisting walk system, with a
fovr minor changes, will be held intact. Whion thc Honry Hudson Bridge was built
it was designed Yo carry an upper level when necded ©nd the ncw construction
will te carricd on without intcrrupting the flow of traffic over tho lower
lovel.

Through thce Spuyton Duyvil arca of the Bronx, parkwoy roadways werc
only constructed two loncs im width in oasch diroctiop from the north end of
the bridge to West 239th Street and Riverdalo Avenue, froxm which point the
central roadways were widened to threoe lenes in oach dircetion to the eity
lines At this point the Honry Hudson Perkway joins thq Sew Mill River Parkway
and through this the Wegtchester County Parkway Systome The Authority now
proposes to widen the contral rosiways through the Stuyben Duyvil scetion from
two to three lanes in ench dirccetion to provide the needed roadwoay capaéity
for both the upper end lower leveols on the Honyy Hudson Bridge. At the some
time it is proposed to widen the landscrping aren so thot “his scetion may
bo adcguately landscopoed s & true porkway ond tho sidewnlk widbths will be
increased :rGM‘ten to fifteon feet to ollow for moper devclopment in this
loeal arca. On July 9 the Board of Estimntc rnd Aprortiomment approved the
plon and instituted the procecding for the acguisition of the additional land
nccessary for the improvcmont of this gectlions It is estimnbed that the title

will aetually vest dbout August 1 of thig yeer. The cost of the additional

land, ag well as the construction, will be paid for entirely by tho Honry Hudson

Parkwoy Authority.

/
|
|
|
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Construetion has alrcady bcen startcd on the new junction of the
West Side Improvement and the Henry Hudson Parkway where a contractor is pre-
paring_the ground work for the construetion of the new bridge over Dyckman
Street. The first contract, to be paid for out of the new bond issue con-
sisting of the grading of the new roRdwe; throurh Idwood ill Park wag
advertised_by the Authority on July 10 and bids will be received by the Authority
on July 2. Approximately two weeks later bids will be received for the con-
struction of the upper level of the Henry Eudson Bridge, which has alrcady been
designed in anticipation of the bond issuwe. This, in turn, will be immgdiately
followed by contracts covering the work through the Spuyten Duyvil area.

It is apticipated this work will be complstely let this year or the :
beginning of 1938, This will mark the completion of probably the most impor?- é
ant urban express artery in the country. It conncets on the north the Bronx,
Viestchester, upper New York and New England, and on thc south Manhattan,

Brooklyn and through the George Washington Bridge, Midtowvn and Holland Tunnels,

New Jersey mmd the castern poart of the Unitcd States south of New York. It i
will be possible to procced from Canal Streot in Menhottan to the city linc at |

Westchester without the interferencce of cross traffic amd red lights,. ’

ROEERT MOSES

Commissioncr
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The Department of Parks aﬁnounces the opening of ﬁwn
new and one remodeled buildings today. '

In Brooklyn at Seventh Avenue and 86th Street, in Dyker
Beach Park, the new brick golf clubhouse has a large lounge, a
check~roon, mén and women's locker rooms with showers, and a pro-
fessioﬁal shop and show-room. The building is not quite com~
rleted and work ig still proceeding on the East Wing, which, when
contpleted, will be used as a modern restaurant with a large dining
room.

In The Bronx st Crotona Park East and Charlotte Street,

- in Crotona Park, the new brick building has comfort facilities

for boys and girls and a play director's room.

In Richmond at Vietory Boulevard and Park Road, in
Silver Iske Park, the old garasge énd enginegers’ build.ing has been
remodeled into a modsrn golf c_lﬁbhouse. On the first floor there
is a large lounge, a cafetoria and men's locker and shower rooms,
On the sceond floor there is a sgitting room and women's locker and

shower rooms,

Ead
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The second Naumﬁurg Concert of the Season will take place
on the Mall in Central Park on Independence Day, July 4 at 8:15 P.M.

'Lajos Shuk will conduct the Naumburg Orchesira, Hazel Hayes, .
Soprano,and Alice de Cevee, Pianist, are to bs the guest soloiéts
'of‘the evening.

Other Naumburg Concerts will be given on July 31 a1_1d September 6

. at the same location in Central Park, eoniploting the series of four L

which ig given every year for the music lovers of New York €ity.

u,z/)J .
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The Department of Parks sanounces that exercises in connection
with the comple tion of the rehabilitation of Fort Greene Park, Brooklyn,
will tak;a place on Tussday, June 20th, at 1:00 P.M.

Besides Mayor LaGuardia, Park Commissioner Robert Moses and
Raymond V. Ingersoll, Borough President of Brooklyn, Col. Wm. A. Dawkins,
Col. caspér V. Gunther and Captain R. A. Koch, will participate in the cere-
MONies.

For more than a year relief forces have been busily engaged in
remodeling and renovating this 30-acre historie park, bounded by M&rtla Ave-
ﬁue, 5t. Edwards Stroet, Washington and DeKalb fwenues. Work has progreésed
in sections so that the public were not excluded from the park,

The Marty®'s Monument erccted in 1907 at a cost of $2(_)0,000.,
standing on & hilltop like a sentry over the remmins of American Revolution-
ists who died aboard British Prison Ships in Wallabout Bay, has beon reoncva-
ted ;nd furnished with new bronze doors and grilles, Two new completely
equippod playgrounds have been added to the perk; one for small children at
the ﬁeKalb and Washington Avenues ontrance, and the other for older children
at the St':. Bdiwards Strcet and Myrtle Avenuc side of the parks

The entrance and Plaza at Myrile Avomue leading' up to the Momu-
ment has been rcdosigned and reconstructed on a scale commensuratc with the
Mcenument, and iaid cut to provide not only benches under shade trees for.
passive recreation, but also a roller skating sare&, |

The comfort station has been rgnovated and mod ornized; walks
roaligned; many permancni benches placed; the contours of landscaping |
changed, lawn arcas reseeded and meny new troes planted, all fitting into a

comprehensive landscapo schems,
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The Department of Parks announces that the finals
of the Magic Contest will take place on Sunday, June 27 at

2:30 P.M. on the Mall, Central Park,.

As a result of playground and borough eliminations,
14 boys have been selected to represent the boroughs in the
final competition, All kinds of magic acts from "The Boy

Magicien" to "A Symphony in Silks" will be performed.

The judges of the contest are My, John Cooper,
ventriloquist, ard Mr. D. Belmont, Magician. Contestants

will be judged according to performance and showmanshipe.
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'The Depariment of Perks snnounces that a plague will be

dedicated in honor of Lilljan De Wald on Tueaday, June 29th, at 2:45 P.M.,
at the playground - Cherry, Monrce and Gouverneur Streets, Manhattan.
Besides Mayor LaGuardia él:_lﬁ Park Commissioner Rober___t.-.k&)éas,
Miss Helen Hall, Mr. George We Alger and Mrs. Pelix M. Warburg will speak
at the ceremonies, 4s a tribute to Miss Wald, more than one hundred
' nurses and supervisors of the Visiting Nurses Service will attend in uni-
form, as well as many of her friends and former associatess Miss Wald,
who celebrated her seventieth birthday on March 10th last, will not Se -
able to attend as she has been confined to her home in Westport, Conneoticut,
because of poor health. - |
| On March 9th, 1937, the Board of Aldermen honored Miss ¥Wald,
founder of the Henry Street Settlement, by adoptiné a resolution naming
in her honor this playground in the heart of the district where: she hag
done her charitable work for meny years.
The plaque which has been erected on the recreation builde-
ing reads as follows:
THIS PLAYGROUND
IS NAMED FOR
LILLIAN D. WALD
IN APPRECIATION
OF HER PIONEER WORK
PR CHILDREM
AND DISTRICT NURSING
"IN THIS _CI'I'Y

‘1937
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The Park Department announces that the Mary Hevrriman Runsey
Playground in Central Park, on the site of the old Casino, is conpleted
and will be opensd to the public Friday, !ay 7th, without formsl ceremony,
although later this month a cast bronze plaque, now in place, will be un-
veiled by the Harriman family and interested friends, in memory of Mrs.
Rimsey who, as a philanthropist, was enthusiastically intefested in child
welfare.

After a legal conflict which.started ghortly after Cormissioner
Moses toock office in Januery, 1934, the city gained on liay lst, 1936, an

unanimous vietory in the Anpellate Divigion of the Supreme Court on the

* question of the Park Demartment's right to renove, for purposes of other

park development, buildings which has been erected solely as incidental
to park use. Irmedisztely W. P. A. workmen started to tear down the old
.Qasino, formerly an exclusive high-rriced restaurant end night-club set
aside for a few people of wealth, and of no use 10 the general pub{ip.
This one and onéuquarter acre area occupied by the Casino
building and its parking space, now offers facilities for a juvenile age
group not provided for in the marginal playsrounds for giell ¢hildren lo-~
cated around the perimeter.of Central rark and rerks another step In
getting agide active play space within the park to insure to older people
the enjoynent of nearby spaces for guiet and relaxation. 3Besides swings,
slides and other play equipment, a large oval-shaped wading pool has been
constructed. Breireling it is a roller-skating track, around whose outer
edge are perrmnent benches undecr shade treseg for guardisns of children
and for c¢hildren to adjust their skatces. Confort facilitices for boys and
girls, separated by a latticed omen shelter, are incorporated in a brick

building of Georgian architecture., The entire apea, includiﬁg paths and

. landscaping was designed to connect and fit the playpround to existing

surrcund ing peark features.

End
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The Department of Parks announces that, beginning
June 26th, the hours of operation of its twelve swimming pools
which opened Saturday, May 29th, will be ex*ended from 6:00 P.M.

to 10:00 P.,

To <ate, this year, the pools have been used by
276,088 people, of which 12,515 were children under fourteen
years of age admitted during the weekday free periods from

10:00 AM, to 12:30 P.M.

Swimming meets are being held daily at the various
pools to determine teams which will compete at the swimming
carnival to be held Ssturday artémoon, June 26th, at Red Hook
Pool in Brooklyn, as a feature of "Swim-For-Health-Week." Med-
als will be awarded to the individual wimners, and the Major Namm
Trophy will be presented to the pool whose team scores the most

points,



® ® ~ 3

Departument of Parks

The Arsenal

64th Street & 5th Avenue
lanhattan

Juhe 19, 1937

-FOR II'IEDIATE RELIASE

The Department of Parks announces th.t in Fort Tryon
Park on Broadway from 192nd Street to Dyckman Street many peremiisl
plants are flowering in great profusion. Besides delphiniums, ther