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DRAFT 
 
 

JUNE 8, 2010 MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING AND REGULAR MEETING  
ROYAL INDIAN PALACE 118-06 ATLANTIC AVE 

 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
ABSENCES AS OF APRIL 2010 
 
Akhtar Ali  (1)          Joan DeCamp          (0)        Ivan Mrakovcic      (0) 
Evelyn Baron           (0)          Palo Dedvukaj          (0)        Kevin O’Leary        (1)  
Anton Dietrich          (0)  Rabbi Pollack           (0) 
D. Bhattacharjee      (0)          H. Singh Duggal      (0)        Raj Rampershad    (0) 
A. Blenkinsopp  (1)          Sam Esposito          (0)        Raghbir Singh      (0) 
Wallace Bock  (0)          Dr. S. Evangelista    (0)        Regina Santoro      (0) 
John Carter  (1)          Susan Farrell          (0)        J. Richard Smith    (0) 
Thomas Chiofolo (0)          Jan Fenster            (1)        Dr. Stephen Sofer  (0) 
Jim Coccovillo          (1)          Mel Gagarin          (1)        Maria Thomson       (0) 
Albert Cohen   (1)          Sylvia Hack              (1)        Naidoo Veerapen   (0)  
Nick Comaianni (0)          Joseph Iaboni           (0)        Clark Whitsett       (1) 
Andrea Crawford (0)          Scott Jordan             (0)               Latchman Budhai   (1) 
Sandra Datnarain (0)          Priscilla Levine         (0) 
      
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT  
 
Richard David (2)         Ralph Gonzalez        (3)         Mohamed Safie   (3) 
Stephen Esposito (2)        Balbir Kaur         (2)         Joseph Todisco   (2) 
Sherman Kane (1)         Melissa Rosales       (1)         Marie Turley     (1) 
*Rajinder S. Bawa   (2) 
 
ALSO PRESENT 
 
Mary Ann Carey, District Manager 
Lisa Gomes, Staff 
 
 
 
 
* Absences from a meeting shall mean physical non-attendance and /or failure to be present for voting on two 
or more agenda items marked “Vote to be Taken” at any regular or special meeting of the Board. 
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Legislative Representatives 
 
Capt. Deleon, 102 Pct.    Det. Agonzo, 102 Pct. 
P.O. McCoy, 102 Pct.    Kate Mooney, CM Crawley  
David Slavkin, Assembly Mbr. Miller   Alison Weingarten, Assembly Mbr. Lancman 
Marian Gottleib, Sen. Addabbo   S. Sinnetti, Council Mbr. Ulrich  
Wilma Bynum, QBPO    Larry Love, Assembly Member Pheffer 
   
  

GUESTS 
 

Adam Odell, Resident      Peter Setra, Resident  
Herbert Tamayo, Resident    Nick Comaianni, Assembly Candidate 
Susanna Dowidah, Resident    Franc Kroth, Resident 
Sandeep Bopari, Resident    M. Ctikinp, Resident 
Hindu Priest Sukul, Sabha Mandir Inc.  A. Mahmood, Resident  
Jeff Gottlieb, Cent. Const. Association  Ganesh Narain, Accountant 
Ganesh Loaknati, Restaurant Owner  Dave Kadarnanti, Nest Restaurant 
Cynthia Dickerson, Resident   Jange Balagangeyan, NYC Transit  
Dipak Patel, NYC Transit    Irene Chan, O.K. Billiard Corp. 
Anoop Dhanpat, O.K. Billiard   Carl Gaulool, R & B Chimmey 
M. Rainbow, R & B Chimmey   Chrishne Simon, National Children Study 
Anjan Xaitsa, NYC MTA    Joseph Raskin, NYC MTA 
Steve Mills, Resident     Sandeep Bapasai, Sky Bar Lounge 
 
PUBLIC FORUM  
 
Adam Odell, Resident – Spoke about his outrage and frustration with the addition of the 
Q37 Bus Stop at the corner of Grenfell St. and Union Tpke on May 8, 2010.  He stated 
there was no notification by the MTA to the residents, Council members or the 
Community Board. He questioned why this stop was put at this location as there is a bus 
stop two blocks away at Queens Blvd. and Union Tpke.  Mr. Odell states this bus line is 
not being utilized by passenger and has eliminated parking which is already lacking in a 
congested neighborhood. Buses are using this as a waiting area, creating noise, from 
idling buses, pollution, etc. He submitted a petition by the residents in the area. 
 
Peter Citra & Herbert Tamayo Residents- also spoke about their outrage and frustration 
with the MTA’s disregard for the residents of the area regarding the addition of the Q37 
bus stop. 
 
Nick Comaianni- Candidate for NYS Assembly, 38 AD- Mr. Comaianni announced his 
candidacy for the 38 AD which covers Ozone Park, Richmond Hill, Woodhaven, 
Glendale, and Ridgewood.  He stated he is running on four top principles: 
Transparency in Government, Education, Senior Citizens, and Veterans.  
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Chairperson Mrakovcic introduced the legislators and their representatives, and 
asked for updates:  

  
o Marian Gottlieb- representing Senator Joe Addabbo- nothing to report. 
o Wilma Bynum representing Queens Borough President Helen Marshall. 
o Sal Simonetti- representing Council member Eric Ulrich 
o David Slavkin- representing Assembly member Mike Miller- informed the board the 

assembly man is keeping a close eye on Rumors Bar & lounge. 
o Larry Love- representing Assembly member Audrey Pheffer- the Secretary of State 

has finally approved the Renewal of the Real Estate Cease & Desist list.   
o Allsion Weingarten/Jane Carey- representing Assembly Member Lancman stated the 

assemblyman is in Albany.  She announced the DOT was having public hearing on 
congestion on Liberty Ave. from the Van Wyck Exp. To Rockaway Blvd. and has 
information available.  Ms. Weingarten also stated that many community groups visit 
Albany and extended the invitation to any one whose would like to see how the 
Assembly operates. 

o Kate Mooney - representing Council Member Crowley- stated the council woman send 
her regrets she can’t be her as she is working on the budget with follow members, 
fighting to keep Fire Houses open, and is also advocating for Education. 

o Captain DeLeon- 102 PCT- Inaudible.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 
1. BSA 85-10 BZ- 93-08 95th Ave- Application to re-instate and extend term of previously granted 

manufacturing use variance and to legalize an enlargement of the existing building at the premises. 
 No Speakers 

 
2. Liquor, Beer, & Wine Licenses, Letters of Intent Received 
 

a. On Premise Liquor License- New 
 

Sapphire Restaurant & Bar Corp. 
77-01 101Ave 
Ozone Park, NY 11416 
No Speakers 
 
Sky Bar and Lounge 
134-10 Atlantic Ave. 
Richmond Hill, NY 11419 
No Speakers 
 

b.  On Premise Wine & Beer License- Renewal 
  

Mehak Corp.  
D/b/a Mehak Restaurant 

 83-06 Austin St. 
Kew Gardens, NY 11415 
No Speakers 
 
F&C Café and Restaurant, Inc. 
125-22 Jamaica Ave. 
Richmond Hill, NY 11418 
No Speakers 
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c.  On Premise Beer License- Renewal 
 

O.K Billiard Corp. 
75-16 Rockaway Blvd. 
Woodhaven, NY 11421  
No Speakers 
  

d. On Premise Liquor License- Renewal 
 

De River, Inc. 
 130-35 91st Ave. 
 Richmond Hill, NY 11418 

No Speakers 
 

 Royale Chateau, Inc. 
 D/b/a Chateau Royale 
 110-17/19 Atlantic Ave. 
 Richmond Hill, NY 11418 

No Speakers 
 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING AGENDA 
 
1. The Opening of Meeting & Reading of Minutes 
 

No corrections were made to the minutes.   
Andrea Crawford made a motion to accept the minutes as presented. 
Rabbi Pollack 2nd the motion. 
Motion # 1: To adopt minutes as presented 
Vote #1:  unanimous  

 
2.    Chairperson’s Remarks – Ivan Mrakovcic 
 
 The Rockaway Beach Branch Greenway Committee will be reformed and reconstituted and will 

be meeting in the near future.   
 

Per our request to DOITT, the board’s website has been enhanced with more dynamic and 
multi-layered map features, and as of May 19 constituents can access this on our website.  Mr. 
Mrakovcic thanked Christopher Long, our DOITT liaison, for updating our website.   
 
Mr. Mrakovcic stated that we are looking for venues to meet, especially in Kew Gardens, and 
places that are handicapped accessible.  He went on to thank Mr. Rajinder Singh Bawa, and Mr. 
Raghbir Singh, the owners of the Royal Indian Palace for hosting us this evening on such short 
notice.   

 
 The City Charter is being reviewed and Andrea Crawford is spearheading CB9’s Ad Hoc 

Committee. The Queens Civic Congress will be having a hearing about the Charter Revision on 
June 21, 2010 @ the Queens Farm Museum.  There will be a forum on June 24, 2010 regarding 
the ULURP/Land Use process and will determine how Community Boards and the community at 
large will participate in the process.  This will take place at the Queens Public Library, Flushing 
Branch. 
 
The Department of Transportation will be having a meeting regarding the Woodhaven Traffic 
Study on June 24, 2010 at the Forest Park Coops Community Room 83-55  Woodhaven Blvd. 
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The Chair asked all board members to report Front yard parking skirts/ and paved over front yards 
to 311 (i.e. 5 per bd. Member) and give the reference # to the board office so we then can compile 
a list and present this to the mayors office, and to the Dept. of Buildings. 
 

3. District Manager’s Report- Mrs. Carey informed the board that the 2010 Forest Park Events 
brochure is in their folders.  She reported on a proposal being put forth by The NYC Dept. of 
Transportation and the NYC Economic Development Corp. to close to exit ramps on The Van 
Wyck Expressway.  They are the North bound Jamaica Ave and the Liberty Ave. exits for six 
months to study the impact this would have on the community.  Mrs. Carey raised questions on 
how this would affect Jamaica Hospital, and stated that they had proposed this back in November 
of 2008 and the board had rejected it.  Mrs. Carey stated she spoke with Andrew Barnes of EDC 
and told him the board would probably be voting on this issue tonight. She added that it appears 
that they are looking to improve access to the airport.  

 
Maria Thomson made a motion to oppose the 6 month pilot program to close two exits on the Van 
Wyck Exp., namely, the northbound Jamaica Ave exit and the southbound Liberty Ave exit. 
Wallace Bock 2nd the motion. Discussion followed. 
 
Motion #2:  To oppose the EDC 6 month pilot program to close two exits on the Van Wyck Exp., 

namely the northbound Jamaica Ave exit and the southbound Liberty Ave exit. 
Vote #2:  22 in favor 
  14 opposed 
    2 not present 

 
5. Guest Speaker- Joe Raskin- MTA 

 
Addressed the issue of the Q37 bus stop and assured residents he would look into the 
matter. Mr. Raskin informed the board of some upcoming projects.  They are currently 
replacing the stairways at the J line stations on Jamaica Avenue.  This project is scheduled 
for completion in November. 
 
There is also the rehabilitation and painting of the J line’s elevated structure.  The work 
done here will include the rehabilitation of longitudinal girders, reconnection of existing 
braces, repair of column bases and repair or replacement of mezzanine hangers at all 
stations.  The entire structure will be painted.  It is anticipated this will be complete by 
spring 2013. 

 
 National Children’s Study- Diane Brown & Christine Simon 
 
 This study will examine how the environment affects the health & development of children.  They 

are conducted the study in 18 neighborhoods in Queens, and in CB9 it is Woodhaven.  The goal 
is to follow approximately 4,000 women and their future pregnancies and children. The women 
are between the ages of 18- 49. The study will examine the impact of environmental factors, 
such as air, nutrition, neighborhoods, healthcare access, families, etc, for over 21 years.  This 
study will help with learning about rising rates of childhood diseases and development 
conditions, such as asthma, autism, obesity, diabetes.  Participants receive monetary 
compensation as well as resources, activities for parents and children, information regarding 
certain medical problems that may be found during study visits, information on unsafe 
environmental conditions, etc.  
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 The speakers discussed the outreach methods that are being made throughout the community 
to educate participants regarding their role in the study, as well as informing the community at 
large through going to businesses in the neighborhood sharing brochures, and putting a sticker 
in their window, in addition to outreach to Community Board, Civic groups, Elected officials, 
community events, schools, etc.  Discussion and answer period followed. 
 
Land Use Committee Report- Sylvia Hack & Sherman Kane 
 
BSA 85-10 BZ- 93-08 95th Ave- Application to re-instate and extend term of previously granted 
manufacturing use variance and to legalize an enlargement of the existing building at the 
premises.   
 
Motion #3: To support the variance application with two conditions: Graffiti removal, and 
 the planting of a tree. 

Vote #3: 36 in favor 
   1 abstention 
   1 not present 
 
Mrs. Hack stated at the May 25 Land Use meeting the committee met with John Young, Queens 
Director of City Planning to finalize the Woodhaven- Richmond Hill rezoning study.  A draft letter 
will go out to our local Council Member asking the to support our rezoning study along with a 
map, forward it to Amanda Burden, Chair of The Department of City Planning. 

 
6. Education & Youth Services Committee Report- Nick Comaianni 
 
 Mr. Comaianni stated there will be no layoffs of teachers at the DOE.  This will be achieved 

through the retirement of 2,000 teachers, and they will not be replaced.  Question and answer 
period followed. 

 
7. Health& Social Services Committee Report- Evelyn Baron  

 
Ms. Baron reported on the American Red Cross Disaster client services utilized in CB9 from 
January through May of 2010.  Of the 14 boards in Queens, CB #12 & 9 had the highest 
utilization rates.  They are, CB12 who had 187 clients at a cost of $33,475 and CB9 came in at 
#2 with 128 clients at a cost of $29,362.  She went on to inform the board of The Red Flag Law 
which is scheduled to go into effect on June 1, 2010 but has since been postponed until 
December 2010.  This law is intended to protect the public and health insurance companies from 
health care fraud.  There is now theft of health care information, which has led to false claims 
being filed. Once the law goes into effect it will be mandatory for you to present photo-
identification when you visit you doctor, etc. Ms. Baron informed the board that AARP has put 
out a User’s Guide to Healthcare Reform, in their May 2010 Bulletin. 
 

8. Parks, Recreation & Environment Committee Report- J. Richard Smith 
 

Mr. Smith informed board members that there was new information posted on the Forest Park 
Website; information including three (3) walking paths in Forest Park. 
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9.   Public Safety, Consumer affairs, & Transportation Committee Report- Jim Coccovillo &     
       Tom Chiofolo 
 

On Premise Liquor License- New 
 

Sapphire Restaurant & Bar Corp. 
77-01 101Ave 
Ozone Park, NY 11416 
 
Motion4#: To send a letter of no objection to the SLA 
Vote# 4: 37 in favor, 1 not present 
 
Sky Bar and Lounge 
134-10 Atlantic Ave. 
Richmond Hill, NY 11419 
 
Motion #5: To send letter of no objection to the SLA 
Vote#5: 37 in favor 1 not present 
 
On Premise Beer License- New 

  
OK Billiard Corp. 

 75-16 Rockaway Blvd. 
Woodhaven, NY 11421  
  
Mr. Coccovillo stated the committee met with the owners of OK Billiard and stated that they 
have proposed several initiatives to keep underage patrons out of the pool hall and other 
security measures to keep patrons safe.  He stated the committee’s policy on billiard halls, 
but stated it is ultimately a board decision and the applicants were present to answer board 
members questions. Question and answer period followed.   
 
Motion #6: To close discussion 
Vote #6:  32 in favor, 4 opposed, and 2 not present 
 
Wallace Bock made a motion to send a letter of no objection 
Sam Esposito 2nd the motion 
 
Motion #7: To send a letter of no objection to the SLA 
Vote #7: 33 in favor, 3 opposed, and 2 not present 
 
On Premise Liquor License- New – Reconsideration 
 
Golden Apple Restaurant & Lounge Inc. 
D/b/a Sip & Chat 
104-26 Jamaica Ave. 
Richmond Hill, NY 11418 
 
Latchman Budhai made a motion to reconsider Golden Apple Restaurant & Lounge Inc. 
Scott Jordan 2nd the motion. Discussion followed.  
Motion #8: Reconsideration of Golden Apple Restaurant & Lounge Inc. 
Vote #8: 28 in favor, 8 opposed, and 2 not present 
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Evelyn Baron made a motion to move the question. 
James Coccovillo 2nd the motion 
Motion#9:  To send a letter of no objection to the SLA upon the condition that the hours of 

operation are changed from 7am- 4am to 7am – to 2am. 
Vote #9:     30 in favor, 6 opposed, and 2 not present.   

 
10. Old Business 

No speakers 
 

11. New Business 
 

Sam Esposito informed the board that Monsignor Adessa passed away. Funeral services will 
be held on Thursday.  Mr. Esposito stated there is a new scam on the rise; whereby people 
hold card games in their houses and they are preying on older people, and robbing them of 
their life savings. 
 
Andrea Crawford announced 2 events at Maple Grove. On June 14 Flag Day they will be 
honoring veterans who received Medals of Honor.  There will be a Jazz concert on July 10, on 
the lawn. 
 
Ivan Mrakovcic announced the Community Board induction Ceremony at The Hall of Science 
at 6 PM on June 9, 2010. 
 
Tom Chiofolo informed board members that fellow board member Melissa Rosales was hit (but 
not seriously injured) while riding her bicycle. 
 
Maria Thomson inquired when Verizon Vios would be coming to CB#9. 
Sylvia Hack asked for a representative from Time Warner Cable to address the board. 
 

12. Public Forum 
 No Speakers 
  

 
 

Wallace Bock motioned to close the meeting, Regina Santoro 2nd the motion 
 

The meeting ended at 10:45 PM 
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