
 

 Meeting Minutes  
 
COMMUNITY BOARD #7 PUBLIC HEARING & REGULAR MEETING 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2008 
UNION PLAZA CARE CENTER 
33-23 UNION STREET 
FLUSHING, NEW YORK 
PRESENT-  
Charles Apelian  
John Barone  
Arthur Barragan  
John Byas  
Chin-Hsiang Chiang  
Rocco D’Erasmo  
Joseph Femenia  
John Frank  
Joseph Governale  
Donald Henton  
Pablo Hernandez  
Eugene Kelty  
Roeme Kim 
Donald Kirchhofer 
Phil Konigsberg 
Robert LoPinto 
Frank Macchio 
Nicholas Miglino 
Selma Moses 
Lilly Moss 
Millicent O’Meally 
Kris Ram 
Ranganatha Rao 
Jean Ren 
Michael Sais 
Marc Schiffman 
Warren Schreiber 
Lynda Spielman 
Carlos Talisaysay 
Joel Thaler 
John Tsavalos 
Peter Tu 
Arnold Wagner 
ABSENT-  
Eugene Brennan  
Tyler Cassell  
Arthur Cheliotes  
Michael Chiew  
Fred Fu  
Adrian Joyce  
Peter Koo 
Chanwoo Lee 
Esther Lee 
Kim Ohanian 
Terence Park 



Hari Shukla 
Joshua Sussman 
Joseph Sweeney 
Eugene Tsai 
Nicholas Tweed 
Linna Yu 
  
COMMUNITY BOARD #7 STAFF- 
Marilyn Bitterman, District Manager 
Louise Ognibene, Community Associate & Recording Secretary 
Linda Talavera, Community Associate 
Diane Moss, Community Service Aide 
  
GUESTS- 
Diane Barrett, Councilman Rory Lancman’s Office 
Steve Behar, Councilman Tony Avella’s Office 
John Choe, Councilman John Liu’s Office 
Jeong-ah Choi, Queens Borough President’s Office 
Eric Goetz, Department of Parks & Recreation 
Kevin Kim, Congressman Gary Ackerman’s Office 
Randy LaFargue, Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum’s Office 
Jennifer Manley, Mayor Bloomberg’s Office 
Maura McCarthy, Commissioner Department of Transportation 
Gene McSweeney, Assemblywoman Ann Carrozza’s Office 
Scott Sieber, Assemblywoman Ellen Young’s Office 
Assemblywoman Ellen Young 
Meeting was called to order at 7:05 P.M. 
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AGENDA ITEM #1 – Pledge of Allegiance – 
Chairperson, Eugene Kelty, asked everyone to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. He also asked for a 
moment of silence for our Armed Forces around the world that they return home soon and to 
remember those who have lost their lives for this country. 
Chairperson, Eugene Kelty, introduced himself and explained the procedures of a Public Hearing & 
Regular Meeting to all present, and asked everyone present to please turn off his or her cell phone or 
pagers or to put them on vibrate during this meeting. He also asked that those in attendance use the 
bathrooms in the lobby, as their use in the meeting room is too distracting. 
  
AGENDA ITEM #2 – Roll Call Attendance – 
Chairperson Kelty did a Roll Call Attendance with Thirty-Three (33) Board Members present. 
Chairperson Kelty made a Board Member announcement asking that they clean up after themselves at 
the end of this meeting, as well as after all committee meetings, as we are guests of the Care Center 
and should act accordingly. 
  
AGENDA ITEM #3 – Announcements From The Chair 
Chairperson Kelty made two Board Member announcements: 
a. Board Member Chanwoo Lee’s father passed away recently. Our condolences go out to her and 
her family.  
b. The A.K.A. Rider for Fred Mazzarello that this Board approved in September 10, 2007 was 
approved by the City Council. The placement ceremony took place on November 8, 2008 at 12 noon. 
There was a very nice New York One article on this dedication.  
Chairperson Kelty made numerous Public Service Announcements, copies on file at the Board Office. 
  
AGENDA ITEM #4 – Approval of Minutes – October 27, 2008- 



There were no minutes to approve at this time. The October 27, 2008 minutes will be approved at the 
next Public Hearing scheduled in January 2009. 
Chairperson Kelty gave the floor to Assemblywoman Ellen Young who asked to address the Community 
Board. 
Assemblywoman Young stated that it has been an honor for her to serve this community as 
Assemblywoman for the past two years and that she will retire after her term is up. She stated that is 
proud to have had 5 of her bills turned into law during her term; i.e., Domestic Violence, Affordable 
Housing bills to name a few. She was responsible for the planting of 2,400 trees in Kissena Park as part 
of the Mayor’s 1,000,000-trees campaign. She also supports the proposed work for the Weeping Beech 
Park. She had raised $125,000 towards this endeavor. She also thanked the Community Board 
Members for their hard work to improve their communities. 
  
AGENDA ITEM #5 – Weeping Beech Park & Bowne House Visitors’ Center Presentation – 
Parks Department 
Steve Whitesell, Parks Department Design Division and Rachel Kramer, Landmark Architect gave a 
presentation on the Master Plan for Weeping Beech Park and Bowne House Visitors’ Center. 
A brief history of this area was given – This is a 4-acre area and has been in existence since 1653. This 
area in discussion is 2-1/2 acres and covers 3 sites, the Bowne House, Kingsland House and Jackson 
House. These houses and park is located on Bowne Street. In 1661 the Bowne House was built; in 
1950 the Parks Department took over, in 1967 the Jackson House was demolished. They are 
attempting to recreate the original amenities, such as the wood picket fence on the south boundary of 
the Bowne House. The Weeping Beech tree died in 1997, but  
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some of its parts remain. There are layers of history from the 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th Centuries. The 
17th Century relic is the house. It was added on in the 18th, 19th and early 20th Centuries. Some of the 
species of trees from the Parsons Nursery still remain; such as the Japanese Maples and others. This 
area was the center of American Horticulture. 
As far as the Master Plan, they want to look at the site as a whole. Want to look at the fence at Bowne 
House and the playground area is rundown. Want to move the fence north to leave a 24-hour open 
passageway. Also want to recreate the horticultural borders. Want to recreate the stone wall east edge 
extended to the north; keep the comfort station; create a new octagonal pathway around the tree to a 
gate into the playground. 
At this point, Ms. Rachel Kramer, Landscape Architect was introduced to give her presentation on the 
Playground. She stated that they want to tie the entire site together, (area shown on map). They want 
the area available to all ages with a fitness training area, game tables, ring of trees with an open space 
in the middle. The playground will be placed in the back of the site. 
Mr. Jim Dixon, James Dixon Architect, P.C., was introduced to explain the new Visitors’ Center. He 
stated that the new Visitor’s Center would be the 1st project in Phase I of the Master Plan. They will be 
working with the Bowne House and the Parks Department. This center is needed for administration 
space and it will give them more space, which is needed for storage. He also stated there will be 
bathrooms and a gallery for exhibits and community events. 
The actual plans were then presented by Kertis Weatherby (site maps were shown to all present, copy 
on file at the Board Office). 
Map #1 – History and Existing Site Conditions – They want to create as much open space as possible. 
Under the current site plan, the garage & shed (shown in red) will be removed and replaced with the 
new visitors’ center. 
Map #2 – Site Plan (Proposed) – Fox Lane will be restored as the entrance to Bowne House. Shows the 
proposed Visitors’ Center and its relationship to the existing garage. 
Map #3 – Proposed First Floor Plan – Gallery shown which will be used as display space and space for 
community events. The workspace would be for the staff. The building would have cedar siding on its 
exterior. 
Map #4 – View of site from Bowne Street – The proposed Visitors’ Center will be tucked tight into the 
corner of the site so that it will not take away from the Bowne House. 
Map #5 – View of site from Fox Lane entrance – Shows the view of the Visitors’ Center on the left of 



the Bowne House. 
Map #6 – View of the proposed Visitors’ Center – Shows the materials proposed. 
Floor was open to Board Member questions- 
Q-Is there going to be exterior and security lighting? 
A-We will keep the existing lighting and will add additional lighting as needed in other phases. 
Q-There is $655,000 now, what is needed to complete the Master Plan? 
A-It will cost over $1,000,000 now. Will need $3,000,000 to $4,000,000 more. There are separate 
future projects; such as, Margaret Carmen Green, Tai Chi, etc. The Mayor, Queens Borough President 
and the Council will all fund these projects. It is hard to determine when the additional monies will 
come in. 
Q-The Visitors’ Center will have a cedar shake roof? 
A-Yes, this was an agricultural area. The barn burned in the 1800 hundreds. 
It was reiterated that the playground and the spray shower will be worked on now. 
Q-Why is the spray shower being placed so close to the Kingsland House entrance? 
A-We are trying to open the area. It will be 30 feet away from the porch. 
Q-It will be too noisy at that location; can it be moved further away? 
A-No play equipment will be close to the house. We are looking to provide a play space for the 
children. 
Q-Who are the Bowne House owners? 
A-The Historic House Trust will be transferring ownership to the City. However, it will be run by the 
Bowne House Historical Society. It will cost $655,000 for the playground construction. There is no 
projected cost as yet for the Visitors’ Center. 
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At this point in the meeting, Chairperson Kelty stopped the presentation and stated that this should 
have been presented to the Community Board’s Parks Committee first. A date for this meeting will be 
set up when the Parks Committee Chairperson returns from vacation 
  
AGENDA ITEM #6 – Center for Independence of the Disabled New York Presentation – Rima 
McCoy 
This item was cancelled, as no one was present for this item. 
  
AGENDA ITEM #7 – Clean Air New York Presentation – Jessica Horne- 
Ms. Horne stated that New York State Department of Transportation sponsors this program. Copies of 
their brochure were handed out to all present, copy on file at the Board Office. 
Ms. Horne stated that Clean Air NY is a network of individuals, businesses and community 
organizations dedicated to improving air quality in the New York metro area. They believe that people 
can make a difference in New York’s air quality through simple, everyday changes in their daily travel 
routines. The guide that was handed out shows how to get started. There is an application in the back 
of their brochure that can be filled out and sent in to participate in Clean Air NY. Anyone signing up will 
automatically receive Air Quality Action Day Bulletins. Ms. Horne stated that from May to September is 
poor air quality due to pollution in New York. This air quality affects the elderly and children. Ways to 
combat the pollution is to fuel your vehicles after dark as the heat of the sun is a contributing factor for 
pollution during these months. Also, do not top off your tank as most gas stations do, allowing vapors 
to escape into the atmosphere because of this practice. Also carpooling will help considerably. People 
living in New York are twice as likely to suffer from asthma than anywhere else. 
Ms. Horne stated that they are looking for Community Partners if anyone is interested. Need 
Community Organizations to help get the word out on clean air, especially on Air Quality Action Days. 
This past summer there were only 15 days of poor air quality. Anyone interested will get E-mail alerts. 
They work closely with Commuter Link and they have a web site available at CleanAirNY.org. 
Floor was open to Board Member questions- 
Q-How can an organization get involved in College Point? 
A-Contact her and they will do a presentation; 2 or 3 things are required for the Community Partner to 
do: 
Sponsor an event, 
Have a presentation, 



Post information on their web site, or 
Put information in their newsletter. 
Q-Do you notify the media? 
A-Yes, we have a commercial that we run. Also meteorologists give out information on air quality and 
on the Community Partners. 
Q-Do you work with the Board of Education? 
A-No, but this is a good idea. 
One of the statistics that they tell people is that if a vehicle is driven 1 mile it equals 1 pound of Carbon 
Dioxide and it takes 1 tree 1 month to turn this into oxygen. 
Q-Who funds you? 
A-New York State Department of Transportation funds this program. 
  
P U B L I C H E A R I N G 
  
AGENDA ITEM #8 – 160th Street between 43rd Avenue & 46th Avenue – Southbound 
161st Street between 46th Avenue & 43rd Avenue – Northbound 
Request for One-Way Conversion – JOSEPH FEMENIA 
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Board Members were instructed to refer to the area map for this item that was given to them in their 
mail packet. 
Committee Chairperson, Joseph Femenia, read his committee’s report, copy on file at the Board Office. 
Letter from New York City Department of Transportation was read and opened the floor for discussions 
from the committee. It was stated that the East Flushing Civic had petitions signed and the Community 
Board Office did a survey for the streets involved and there was a majority in favor of the conversion. 
A committee member inquired why the streets did not extend the one-way proposal to Station Road. 
The petitioner stated that the streets north of 43rd Avenue were side streets and did not need to be 
converted. The main reasons for the request was for safety concerns, as stated in the New York City 
Department of Transportation letter as well. 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the one-way conversion. 
Floor was open to Board Member questions. 
Q-What constitutes a narrow street? 
A-Streets that are 30 feet or less constitutes narrow streets. 
  
P U B L I C S P E A K E R S 

1. Carmela Clark, 43-15 161st Street – Spoke in favor of the one-way conversion.  
2. William Mushurn, 43-41 161st Street – Spoke in favor of the one-way conversion.  
3. Rachel Kramer, Name crossed out – signed in error.  
4. Gilbert Camilleri, 43-40 161st Street – Spoke in favor of the one-way conversion.  
5. Ted Doumas, 43-20 161st Street – Spoke in favor of the one-way conversion,  
6. John Chin, 45-76 160th Street – Did not speak.  
7. Elizabeth Chin, 45-76 160th Street – Spoke in favor of the one-way conversion.  
8. Laura Chin, 45-76 160th Street – Did not speak.  
9. Eleanor Petardi, 45-24 160th Street – Spoke in opposition to the one-way conversion. Stated 

that corner parking creates visibility problems.  
10. Richard Hsueh, 43-31 161st Street – Spoke in favor of the one-way conversion. 

It was stated that New York City Department of Transportation Commissioner Maura McCarthy is 
present at tonight’s meeting. She suggested that before requests for "Day Lighting" signage, which is a 
term used for the "No Parking Anytime" signage that is placed on corners, be submitted, Civic 
Associations should be notified in order to conduct a survey to determine if residents want to pursue 
this type of signage. The type of signage will result in a loss of parking spots. Parking is at a premium 
in many neighborhoods and before DOT will consider putting such signage in, there must be a positive 
consensus of the neighborhood favoring the installation. 
  



Committee Chairperson Femenia continued with his committee report. 
The Department of Transportation letter from October 7, 2008 was read into the record.  
"During our investigation, we observed the narrow roadway width (30 ft) of 161st Street between 46th 
Avenue and 43rd Avenue. The roadway geometry makes it difficult for two opposing vehicles to pass 
each other. We also reviewed the possibility of pairing 161st Street and 160th Street to create a one-
way pair to improve traffic circulation in the area, due to similar roadway conditions on 160th Street. As 
a result of these investigations, we are recommending that 161st Street be converted to one-way 
northbound between 46th Avenue and 43rd Avenue, and 160th Street be converted to one-way 
southbound between 43rd Avenue and 46th Avenue. We are requesting that the Board review the 
proposed changes and advise us of its determination." 
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MOTION – TO APPROVE THE ONE-WAY CONVERSION AS FOLLOWS: 
161ST STREET ONE-WAY NORTHBOUND BETWEEN 46TH AVENUE AND 43RD AVENUE, 
160TH STREET ONE-WAY SOUTHBOUND BETWEEN 43RD AVENUE AND 46TH AVENUE. 
Motion was seconded by Marc Schiffman. 
  
Discussion on the motion. 
Roll Call Vote was taken- 
VOTE – APPROVED – THIRTY-ONE (31) BOARD MEMBERS * 
OPPOSED – NONE 
ABSTAINED – NONE 
*Two (2) Board Members left before vote was taken – Charles Apelian (due to illness) and 
Jean Ren. 
Motion carried. 
  
ADDENDUM AGENDA ITEM #8a – Proposal for an A.K.A. rider on 143rd Street between 14th 
Avenue and 15th Avenue as "REVEREND MARCELLO J. LATONA STREET" – JOSEPH FEMENIA – 
Committee Chairperson Femenia read a brief biography on Father Latona, submitted to the Community 
Board by Councilman Tony Avella, copy on file at the Board Office.  
"Father Latona was a larger than life figure in the Holy Trinity Parish and in the community at large. He 
was an activist on behalf of the community on a wide array of issues and worked tirelessly, not only for 
his parishioners but also for the entire communities in which he served including Whitestone and 
College Point. He was an honorary Chaplain for the New York City Fire Department and a Chaplain for 
the Knights of Columbus as well as the founder of the Italian Tradition Lodge of the Order of the sons 
of Italy. He held 3 Masters’ Degrees including one from Fordham University in Social Services." 
There was discussion on this item by the committee and a motion was made. 
There were no questions from the Board Members. 
  
P U B L I C S P E A K E R S 

1. Barbara Eivers, 6-27 150th Place – Spoke in favor of the A.K.A. rider.  
2. Kathy Reddy, 145-68 10th Avenue – Spoke in favor of the A.K.A. rider.  
3. Frank Macchio, Community Board #7 Board Member – Spoke in favor of the A.K.A. rider.  
4. Joseph Governale, Community Board #7 Board Member – Spoke in favor of the A.K.A. rider.  

Committee Chairperson Femenia continued with his committee’s report. 
  
MOTION – TO APPROVED THE PLACEMENT OF AN A.K.A. RIDER ON 143RD STREET BETWEEN 
14TH AVENUE & 15TH AVENUE WHICH WILL READ "REVEREND JOHN J. LATONA STREET" 
Motion seconded by Joseph Governale. 
There was no discussion on the motion. 
Roll Call Vote was taken- 
VOTE – APPROVED – THIRTY-ONE (31) BOARD MEMBERS* 
OPPOSED – NONE 



ABSTAINED – NONE 
*Two (2) Board Members left before vote was taken – Charles Apelian and Jean Ren. 
Motion carried. 
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AGENDA ITEM #9 – 130-31 Northern Boulevard – Application #090111PCQ – Grace Asphalt 
– Application submitted by DOT and DCAS for site selection and acquisition of property for use as an 
asphalt plant – ROBERT LoPINTO 
Committee Chairperson LoPinto read his committee’s report, copy on file at the Board Office. 
The Committee Chairperson started the meeting by briefly noting that this action was for the New York 
City Department of Transportation to purchase the Grace Asphalt Plant located near their existing 
facility at Harper Street and that the existing Grace Plant was a functioning Asphalt Manufacturing 
Plant. 
The New York City Department of Transportation then presented information regarding the purpose of 
the purchase, the actions they would be taking and the benefits to the city. Board Members then asked 
questions that were answered by DOT. DOT noted: 

1. DOT Queens currently get 1/3 of their asphalt for Queens from the DOT plant on Hamilton 
Avenue in Brooklyn, 1/3 from the Grace Plant and 1/3 from the Tully Plant in College Point.  

2. About ½ of the Grace Plant’s current output is purchased by the DOT, the other ½ from private 
sources.  

3. The DOT makes asphalt at 2/3 the cost of private asphalt, which is a considerable savings.  
4. Asphalt from Brooklyn is trucked to sites in Queens.  
5. Community Board #7 used the second most amount of asphalt in Queens.  
6. Benefits to the City are:  

1. Will get asphalt at own plant, when they need it, without waiting at private facilities.  
2. Cheaper.  
3. Less truck traffic.  

1. DOT will be upgrading the housekeeping at the site. There will be no rebuilding or expansion of 
the site.  

2. The current New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Air Permit will be 
continued at the site’s current capacity. No increase.  

3. DOT plans to increase the amount of recycling of milled streets asphalt from 10% currently at 
the site to 40% which is what the Brooklyn DOT site currently does.  

4. The Willets Point Project will not affect this site.  
5. DOT will convert the existing burner on equipment from duel fuel use to natural gas use. Which 

will reduce emissions.  
6. There is a bag house on the exhaust equipment to control emissions.  
7. Raw materials are delivered by barge, which will continue.  

Site map was shown and explained to all present. 
Mr. Galileo Orlando, DOT, 
Division of Roadway Repair & Maintenance, was given the floor for his presentation. 
He stated that New York City Department of Transportation is buying an existing asphalt plant for 
continued use of asphalt and recycling. Currently they truck 1/3 of the asphalt for Queens from 
Brooklyn and Community Board #7 is the 2nd largest user of asphalt in Queens. Community Board #13 
is first. The two sites, Harper Street and Grace, were shown & explained on maps. 
Floor was open to Board Member questions- 
Q-You will no longer be supplied by private companies? 
A-Yes we will. Tully will have the capacity of Grace. 
Q-What has happened to the plans for Harper Street? 
A-Plans were withdrawn. This Grace site will replace that idea. 
Q-Is this an acquisition? 
A-This is a friendly acquisition. THE PRESENT OWNER APPROACHED NEW YORK CITY 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE SALE OF THIS PLANT. The reason why we are 
here is to change this site from private use to public use. 



Q-What is the capital investment? 
A-It will be $20,000,000. 
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Q-How long is the payback? 
A-$5,000,000 a year roughly, short turn around. 
Q-What improvements if any, will you be doing to the site? 
A-There will be site improvements- 
a. Maintain existing parkland,  
b. Maintain bike path,  
c. Put in buffer from street level.  
Q-Will this be put in writing? 
A-Yes. 
Q-This is a sale to New York City only or are there other people also trying to buy it? 
A-This City is in negotiations. Do not know of any other buyers. 
Q-What are the conditions of site? 
A-There is an old building (old plant) and a new building (drum plant). New plant equipment will be put 
in for the recycling, which is environmentally better equipment. New technology is more energy 
efficient. 
Q-Will you be adding rubber or glass to the asphalt as in the past? 
A-No, we use the milled material that is on the roadways now. We do not like to introduce foreign 
elements. 
Q-Will there be truck increase? 
A-Right now we use asphalt at Grace and Tully. We will now own the Grace plant. There will be no 
increase in trucks. No trucks will be making trips to Brooklyn. Truck traffic will not change. 
There were no speakers signed up to speak on this item. 
Committee Chairperson LoPinto continued with his committee’s report. 
A motion to approve the application was made and seconded. There was no discussion on the motion, 
which passed by the committee unanimously. 
  
MOTION – TO APPROVE THE APPLICATION SUBMITTED BY DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION AND DEPARTMENT OF CITYWIDE ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES FOR SITE 
SELECTION AND ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY FOR USE AS AN ASPHALT PLANT 
Motion seconded by Joel Thaler. 
There was no discussion on the motion. 
Roll Call Vote was taken. 
VOTE – APPROVED – THIRTY-ONE (31) BOARD MEMBERS* 
OPPOSED – NONE 
ABSTAINED – NONE 
*Two (2) Board Members left before vote was taken – Charles Apelian & Jean Ren. 
Motion carried. 
  
R E G U L A R M E E T I N G 
  
AGENDA ITEM #10 – Public Participation 

1. Warren Schreiber, 13-28 Bell Boulevard – Spoke on the Bayside Marina, the serving of alcohol 
and the repairing of boats. He feels that the Community Board should comment on this issue.  

Chairperson Kelty announced that the Community Board Holiday Meeting/Dinner notices have been 
sent. It is scheduled for Monday, December 8, 2008 and will be at Cascarino’s Restaurant in College 
Point. 
  
Meeting was adjourned at 9:15 PM.  
  
Respectfully submitted by, 
Louise Ognibene, Recording Secretary 

 



 
 


