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Mr. O'Brien welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Pledge of Allegiance

Mr. O’Brien welcomed everyone to the meeting and recognized the following individuals:

Ed Baber, Congresswoman Maloney's Office
Yoni Bokser, Queens Borough President Melinda Katz’'s Office

Jason Banrey, Council Member/Majority Leader Jimmy Van Bramer’s office

Yoni Bokser, Queens Borough President’s Office

Mr. Bokser provided an update on the following:

Announced and distributed the new flyer/newsletter from Queens Borough President Melinda
Katz.

Borough President Melinda Katz attended a luncheon at Sunnyside Community Services Senior
Center.

Borough President Melinda Katz will be attending the Sunnyside Chamber Luncheon.

BP is hosting a training series by the Small Business Services for people who want to start
businesses.

Borough President Melinda Katz will be attending the Greek Independence Day Celebration.
cosponsored by Senator Mike Gianaris’s Office which will be held on Friday, March 11, 2016.
Provided an update on the Community Board 2 Membership Applications and reappointment
process.

Questions were entertained.

Olga lof, Western Queens Prevention Services

Ms. lof provided an update on services and programs:

Success through Education and Counseling which is a free youth empowerment and Education
Program designed to prevent substance abuse.

Prevention Counseling is a short term problem-resolution; focused on counseling young people
aged 5 to 20 years old. Prevention counseling services will be located at Jackson Heights, but
serve youth and families residing in Astoria, LIC, Sunnyside, Woodside, East ElImhurst, Corona
and Jackson Heights.

For more information contact their office at: (347) 527-4427.

Seeking a letter of a support.

Questions were entertained.

Council Member/Majority Leader Jimmy Van Bramer



Council Member/Majority Leader Jimmy Van Bramer provided the following update:

Announced that Jason Banrey, who has worked at his office for over 4 years, will be leaving his
office. He reported that Jason will be working for the NYC Department of Transportation as the
new Deputy Queens Borough Commissioner.

Council Member Van Bramer thanked Jason Banrey for his years of service.

Council Member Van Bramer introduced Kenny Medrano, formerly of the Sunnyside/Woodside
Boys and Girls Club and stated Mr. Medrano has joined his staff and will be taking Jason’s place
at the Community Board 2 meetings.

Thanked Patrick O’Brien and all the members of Community Board 2 for being amazing stewards
of the community and for allowing him the opportunity to serve in the City Council.

Kenny Medrano, Council Member/Majority Leader Jimmy Van Bramer’s Office

Mr. Medrano spoke about his background as a resident of Sunnyside and provided the following update:

Volunteered at the Food Pantries of St. Raphael’s and St. Teresa’s.

Involved at the YMCA Soccer Tournament.

Is a resident of the community and he is proud that he can assist his community.

Thanked Council Member/Majority Leader Jimmy Van Bramer for giving him this opportunity
and for being a great example.

Thanked Jason Banrey for his support and his assistance.

St. Pat’s For All Parade will take place on March 6, 2016.

The St. Patrick’s Day Parade has ended the ban where they did not allow the LGBT Community
to participate. Council Member Van Bramer has been an advocate for this.

Council Member/Majority Leader Jimmy Van Bramer has secured $225 million dollars in funding
for four new schools (2 in LIC, 1 in Woodside and are looking to get an additional one inside LIC).
This is a total of four new schools.

Provided an update on the 7 Train Rally. Council Member/Majority Leader Jimmy Van Bramer is
continuing to apply pressure on the MTA. There will be a town hall meeting and a date has yet
to be determined.

Stop Sign Rally took place on 46" Avenue and 5™ Street.

LIC iconic Pepsi Cola sign took another step to being Landmarked.

Jason Banrey
Mr. Banrey stated that he grew up in the community of Sunnyside and began as a reporter. Mr. Banrey

thanked Council Member/Majority Leader Jimmy Van Bramer for allowing him the opportunity to work
at his office. He also stated that he has enjoyed working with Community Board 2 and announced that
CB 2 is one of the most fantastic, progressive and hardworking Community Boards in Queens.

Mr. O’Brien thanked Jason Banrey for his many years of service and welcomed Kenny Medrano.

Public Comment

Pat Dorfman
Ms. Dorfman provided an update on the following:



¢ Sunnyside Chamber Showcase Luncheon will take place on March 22, 2016 at Bliss 46" Bistro on
46" Street.
Adrian Bordoni will be speaking on how to get more from your cell phone.

e Special guest will be Reverend Joseph Jerome.

o All are invited to attend.

Dorothy Kominksy
Ms. Kominsky spoke about the following:

Salary Increases for City Council Members.

Broken sewer hole on 60" Street on the south side of Queens Boulevard has not been repaired.
Big Six Towers is experiencing pollution from an increase in traffic due to the bike lanes.

Spoke about the YMCA community facility.

Spoke in opposition to the new hotel.

Nazarena Cordero, Sunnyside Community Services
Mes. Cordero spoke about the following:

e Sunnyside Community Services has many programs that help care givers who provide assistance
to Alzheimer and Dementia patients.
¢ Sunnyside Community Services offers Free English Classes.

Jim Condes
Mr. Condes spoke about the following:
e Disabled senior citizens need good transportation as they are unable to use subways.
e MTA had a good voucher program and now there is a third rate broker program with Access A
Ride.
o Discussed the NYC Budget and stated these funds are not going to assist disabled people.

Bill Kregler
Mr. Kregler spoke about the following:

e Requested an update on the dormitory on Queens Boulevard.

o Discussed a moratorium on no future construction of Motels/Hotels and conversions of such.

e 70™ Street Conversion by St. Mary’s Church and School of Language and Communication has
been notified and petitions and letters of disapproval have been collected.

e Thanked CB 4’s Transportation Committee for the meeting where they properly vetted concerns
and issues of the Phase Il Bike Lanes Program.
Has not been contacted by the DOT on a report he provided.
Discussed the Big Six Towers Board meeting.

Barry Druss

Mr. Druss reported that he is a transportation advocate and reported on two transit proposals to
compensate for the closing of the East River Tunnel to the “L” train into 14" Street. Mr. Druss
submitted a proposal.

Miguel Cavanzos
Mr. Cavanzos spoke about the following:



e Asked how the community benefits from the permanent landmarked sign for Pepsi which is an
advertisement for sugary drinks and asked what does Pepsi do for the community of LIC.

o Discussed the YMCA selling air rights for a 17 story hotel which he feels will not benefit the
community.

e Mr. Cavanzos stated he is from the small community of Blissville which has approximately 200
families. There are many families in this community and the area lacks green space and
affordable housing.

¢ Mr. Cavanzos assists his community by reporting problems to 311.

Esha Mahadeo, Civilian Complaint Review Board

Ms. Mahadeo reported CCRB is an independent city agency that investigates police misconduct. It is not
part of the police department and handles complaints concerning four kinds of alleged police
misconduct which are listed as follows:

e Force

¢ Abuse of Authority
¢ Discourtesy

¢ Offensive Language

Anyone interested in more information or wish to file a complaint can do so by calling 1-800 341-CCRB
or visit their website at: nyc.gov/CCRB
They may contact 311.

Melissa Orlando, #7 Train Blues/Access Queens

Ms. Orlando provided an update on the following:

e Ms. Orlando reported she is the founder of the #7 Train Blues/Access Queens, which is an online
community of 1600 people where riders exchange information and discuss issues with the
trains. They do advocacy for the community and the MTA to improve service along the 7 line.

o She reported that there were recently five continuous days of train issues.

Thanked Council Member/Majority Leader Jimmy Van Bramer for organizing the Rally
concerning the #7 Train.

¢ She thanked Patrick O’Brien for speaking and thanked Community Board 2 for being in front of
transit issues.

e She reported the Council Member sent a letter to the MTA calling for a full on line review to be
completed now.

e Asked all to reach out to MTA to do the same.

e Access Queens.org website has interactive information.

Christian Amez
Mr. Amez spoke about the following:

Welcomed Kenny Medrano.
Thanked Jason Banrey for his service and wished him well in his new position.

e Provided information about the Queens World Film Festival and encouraged all to visit their
website at Queensworldfilmfestival.com.

Kristen McGowan



Ms. McGowan discussed her request for a speed bump on 43" Street between Skillman Avenue and 43"
Avenue and 39" and Skillman Avenue. She has gathered petitions and has a meeting with Council
Member Van Bramer.

Mr. O’Brien announced the Public Hearing items.

Landmark Application 41-04 47" Street, Sunnyside, NY

The applicant was not present at the meeting.

BSA Application 32-23 Queens Boulevard a/k/a 43-11 32" Place — 173-93-BZ

This BSA application for the YMCA has been calendared for March 8, 2016. The applicant seeks to
amend their previously approved variance in order to transfer unused air rights for incorporation into a
new as of right hotel.

Mr. Palatnik, attorney for the applicant provided the following description of the application:
¢ The hotel property is 10,000 square feet.

¢  When the YMCA was constructed in the 1990’s, it was done so by a variance that was granted by
the BSA. The variance was granted to allow the YMCA to exist there. The zoning district at the
time was an M2-1 and subsequently changed to M1-4.

e Mr. Palatnik distributed a Floor Area Calculation document as well as a plan set. One plan set is
what is allowed, as of right, and the second plan set, is what is proposed.

e The applicant seeks an amendment to the previously approved variance in order to transfer the
unused development rights for incorporation into a new as of right hotel.

e The YMCA is located on 32-23 Queens Boulevard at the intersection of 32™ place, lot 24. In
1994 they were granted a variance for a change in use to build their current facility.

¢ They are coming before the Board because they are seeking to transfer 40,000 square feet of
development rights to lot 50, which is adjacent to current lot 24. They need to go back to the
BSA to amend the original resolution that granted their variance. The application was filed on
July 17, 2015.

e The hotel will be 325,000 square feet, 17 stories, 6.5 FAR. The hotel will be built as of right and
will comply with the underlying regulations of the M1-4 district. There will be 18 parking spaces,
and the entrance will be on 33" Street.

o This purpose of the application is to benefit Lot 50, which will be improved upon with the hotel.
The application at the BSA is concerning lot 24. Lot 24 is improved upon by the YMCA. The
YMCA is giving their development rights to lot 50.



The YMCA did go through several amendments of the resolution. In 1997, they adopted a
resolution to amend the original grant to reduce the size of the structure from 41,540 square
feet to 30,160 square feet.

In 2001, they returned to the board again to request a permit for a 29,440 square foot
enlargement on the main floor. In 2002, the board approved the reduction of the enlargement
that was previously granted. This was based on programmatic needs because they are a not-for
profit organization and did not have to prove financial hardship. This application is unique
because it is analyzing it in a different way. They received the variance to occupy the building for
their programmatic needs.

Ms. Deller stated there would be no benefit to the community for transfer of air rights to a hotel
operator.

Mr. Palatnik said, the application was sent to the BP’s Office and the Council Member’s Office.

Mr. Brewster, Sr. Vice President of Government Affairs, YMCA
Mr. Brewster provided the following update:

The YMCA is selling the development rights for $1.9 million dollars.

They will be investing about $250,000 back into the LIC YMCA.

The remaining amount will be used at other YMCA locations throughout their system for long
term maintenance.

The Y has 27 buildings throughout the city and half of them are 80 years or older and the
maintenance needs are substantial.

They are a 501c3 and not for profit. They must ensure properties stay up to code, attractive and
are in good operating condition.

They used money from other sources to maintain the LIC location. This proposal provides them
with an opportunity to do a little more work at the LICY and will be able to take care of other
challenges in other buildings.

Mr. O’Brien stated this community does not need more hotels and that we are suspect of new
hotels coming in because the developer has never come to meet with us to discuss what his
plans and opportunities are.

Mr. O’Brien stated the variance given to the Y years ago, was welcome, as we need community
facilities such as they Y. If anything, we need a larger facility at the Y and elsewhere, as we are a
growing community.

Mr. O’Brien asked why they are not taking this money and expanding the Y.

Mr. Brewster reported they have plans to work with different neighborhoods throughout NYC.
Some neighborhoods do not have the opportunity to have a Y facility.

Mr. O’Brien stated that we advocate for this community.

Mr. Brewster reported that the Y has to be a healthy entity and he must ensure they can
support the LICY. They would be challenged if the Y was not healthy organization.

Mr. O’Brien stated this community is being asked to absorb an unnecessary hotel that is
significantly larger than it would have otherwise been. There is a concern that as the economy
shifts, underutilized hotels owned by for profit individuals, tend to turn into other things. We
are being asked to accept the burden and the risk with not a lot of community benefit.

Mr. O’Brien asked why the developer was not present at this meeting.



Questions were entertained.
Attendance

Total Present 30 Total Absent 15

Approval of the February 2016 Community Board 2 Meeting Minutes
Santiago Vargas made a motion was made and it was seconded to approve the February 2016

Community Board 2 Meeting Minutes.

Chairperson’s Report
Mr. O’Brien provided the following update:

e Reverend Joseph Jerome will be leaving All Saints Church around Easter. CB 2 thanks him for
his service and wishes him well.

¢ Announced that EDC put out an RFP for the property on 44™ Drive off of Vernon Boulevard. CB2
is looking to have input in the programming of the site.

e Provide update on the Deputy Mayor Alicia Glen meeting at the State of the City in Your
Neighborhood. Ms. Deller attended this meeting.

e Sunnyside Shines Annual Meeting will be held on March 9, 2016 at 7:30pm at Sunnyside
Community Services.

e Event Series Spring into Plazas Begins on Friday, March 5,2016 and it will take place every Friday
through June In Lowery Plaza.

e The School Construction Authority will begin the construction of an addition at IS 125 School
within the next two weeks. The new addition will be fully air conditioned and accessible. It will
accommodate 728 students from grades 6-8". The new addition is scheduled to be completed
and open in the Fall 2017.

¢ Transportation Meeting was cancelled for March. Denise Keehan-Smith will be out of town on
business and the next Transportation Committee Meeting is scheduled for April 5, 2016.

e CB2 received a response to pedestrian safety concerns near P S 343, located at 45-45 42™ Street
that pavement markings and signs at the intersection of 47™ Avenue And 42" Street will be
implemented. The DOT and PD has assigned a Crossing Guard to that location.

e MTA Capital Construction has reported that a contract was awarded to East Side Access to build
a Harold Structure Part 3. The Contract is $79 million dollars and will make upgrades to the
railroad infrastructure in Sunnyside. The upgrades enable LIRR trains to access Grand Central
Terminal. The work will include:

* Replacement of one of the five bridges that carry trains over 48th
Street.

e Switch Installation.

e Electrical Utilities Upgrades.

e Installation of Wire Support Structures.

¢ CB2 sent letters to DOT in December on the dirty news racks that were on Rooseveit Avenue
located at:
o Woodside Avenue and 61 Street, 52" Street, 58" Street, 60" Street and 61 Street. CB
2 received a letter that DOT issued violations and notice of correction were mailed to
the publishers of the papers.



e MTA notified CB 2 that the #7 Train service suspension originally scheduled in January 2016 was
cancelled due to the weather and has been rescheduled for the weekend of April 237 - 25, 2016
information is on our Website.

o The 51" Avenue Pedestrian Bridge is in its final design phase. MTA and LIRR documents are

being finalized. The project should begin soon.

Next City Service Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 9, 2016.

Wished everyone a Happy St. Patrick’s Day.

The next Community Board 2 meeting will be held on Thursday, April 7, 2016.

Carol Terrano asked for an update concerning the dumpling factory on Laurel Hill Boulevard.

Mr. O’Brien announced that it is with the administrative law judge and will follow up on this

issue.

District Manager’s Report
Ms. Markell Kleinert provided the following update:

e CB 2 has been experiencing problems with our email system. DOITT has been working to rectify
the problem and we need to send test emails every so often and thanked all for their

e Announced the CB 2 website is updated regularly and that we have added additional useful links
to city agencies to make it easier to navigate the city system.

e Announced we are in the process of adding additional committee meeting minutes and
information about the various projects.

e Website www.nyc.gov/queenscb2.

City Planning Report
Alexis Wheeler provided the following information:

e (Clarified the EDC RFP that went out is actually for two sites, the first of which is for the Ports and
Trade building site which is on the northern side at the end of 44" Drive situated between the
Department of Education Building and the Water’s Edge Restaurant. This is a waterfront site.

e The RFP will be favoring proposals that provide substantial affordable housing, as it falls under
the new mandatory inclusionary housing zoning requirement. DCP will be working with those
that win the RFP.

e The RFP also requires mandatory waterfront public access, public open space and a 600 seat
capacity school that is a required part of the project.

e There are two sites; one is 47,000 square feet and the other is just to the south and is the DOT
site located on 44™ drive and 45" Avenue,

* In addition to the affordable housing component, EDC wants to see mixed use development.
The RFP will favor proposals that provide substantial allocation to light industrial and
manufacturing uses because that will bolster the Industrial Zone, and ground floor retail.

e Proposals are due by May 26.

o Ms. Wheeler also discussed an art component and that there is an incentive in the RFP for arts
and cultural uses.

e Discussed community center space.

Penny Lee
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Ms. Lee provided the following update:

e DCPis closer to public discussions for the LIC Core Study; which is a big study, which includes the
Queens Plaza sub-district from 23" Street and 41*Avenue and the Sunnyside Yards, and
Northern Boulevard corridor between 41% Avenue and 39" Street.

e The goals associated with the study; affordable housing to encourage commercial development,
adequate infrastructure to support any new development that occurred.

¢ DCP will work with agencies on Transportation, Park and School proposal to fulfill those needs.
They are also working with EDC on a substantial commercial development proposal.

Still waiting to see how the Affordable Housing and Zoning for Quality and Affordability
proposals get approved. The proposals are being reviewed by the City Council now and the Land
Use Subcommittee is hearing the applications and voting this month. The proposals will come
back to the City Planning Commission because the City council will make changes to the
proposal.

e Ms. LEE said that she is expecting that this spring they will begin to be able to speak publically
about the recommendations and conceptual ideas.

e Hunters Point Street Reconstruction Project discussed will be presented by DOT and DDC to the
Public Design Commission for conceptual review in early April. This is the first stop in a long
process as there will continue to be discussions with DOT and the Board as the
recommendations reach higher levels of design.

¢ Sheila Lewandowski asked about the Western Queens Street Redesign. At the February
Transportation Committee Meeting we were going to do a public presentation before the
conceptual design presentation. Ms. Lee reported she will check the schedule.

e Ms. Lewandowski reported there was a conversation at the meeting that they would present at
a full board meeting.

Environment Committee
Mr. O’Brien reported on behalf of Dorothy Morehead who was not present at the meeting.

Ms. Morehead forwarded the RFP on the LIC Coalition proposal for the Montaulk Cutoff. Ms. Morehead
believes it is very positive proposal and will provide a full report at next month’s Board meeting.

Land Use Committee
Ms. Deller provided the following update:

Landmark Application 41-04 a7 Street, Sunnyside, NY

Ms. Deller reported the applicant attended the Land Use Committee Meeting. The house is located at
41-04 47™ Street, Sunnyside just off Skillman Avenue in the Sunnyside Historic District. It was not in
good shape due to water damage and electrical problems. The applicant provided an update on the
scope of work that is being proposed and presented before and after photos.

The summary of work proposed for the Exterior is:
* Replace Windows
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o Replace vinyl windows with historically appropriate wood windows, green trim, 6 over 6
wood windows.
¢ Enclose front porch
o Use historically appropriate wood windows and door.
¢ Remove existing in wall AC Units; brick in openings.
e Replace rear terrace railing.
o Use black metal railing consistent with neighboring houses
o Notvisible from street.
¢ Installation of two AC compressors in rear yard,
o Not visible from street

The summary of work proposed for the Interior is:
e Relocation of two bathrooms.
e Expansion of kitchens.
e Update of appliances.
¢ Installation of new wood floors.

There will be no change to the front fence. The applicant spoke with the staff at Landmarks and will
present their proposal to Landmarks on March 13, 2016.

¢ The applicant stated the color green they are choosing is one of three approved colors.
e The applicant is seeking a letter of support and has spoken to their neighbors about the project.

The Land Use Committee voted unanimously to not oppose the application.

Santiago Vargas made a motion and it was seconded. All members present were in favor by a show of
hands with none opposed and no abstentions.

BSA Application YMCA 32-23 Queens Boulevard a/k/a 43-11 32" Place — 173-93-BZ
Ms. Deller stated the following:

e The BSA Application is to reopen and amend the BSA application to merge into a single zoning
lot in order to transfer unused development rights for a new as of right hotel.

e The proposal is to transfer 40,000 square feet of unused development rights.

o The Land Use Committee was unanimously opposed the application.

Santiago Vargas made a motion and it was seconded to oppose the application. All members present
were in favor of the motion to oppose the application by 30 in favor to oppose, with none opposed and
no abstentions.

A discussion followed.
East Side Access
Ms. Deller reported she had a lengthy conversation with the representatives from East Side Access. East

Side Access is back tracking on their commitment to build a wall and landscape it adjacent to East Side
Access. ESA staff said that the proposal was not feasible because it was viewed by the MTA to be too
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close to the railroad tracks. There will be no greenery, no wall, no sound remediation. East side Access
staff will be invited to Land Use Committee Meeting in March to discuss what they can do.

Health and Human Services Committee

Moitre Savard provided the following update:
e Health and Human Services Committee meeting for February was cancelled as ACQC was unable
to attend.
e ACQC will attend the next meeting will take place on March 21, 2016.
e Working with the Executive Committee Meeting and City Services on the Access A ride Issue
e Reported on a visit to the Planned Parenthood Center in LIC and reported this is a wonderful
facility.

The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted by:
MA Gurrado

03032016 Community Board 2 Meeting Minutes
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