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Land Use Committee Meeting Minutes

Attendees

Lisa Deller

Sally Frank

Ira Greenberg
Kenneth Greenberg
Richard Gundlach
Patrick A O’Brien
Michael Son

Regina Shanley
Denise Keehan-Smith
Lauren Springer

Absentees
Stephen Cooper
Anna Thea Bridge
Charles Markey
Elliot Park

Community Board 2 Staff

Debra Markell Kleinert

Department of City Planning
Alexis Wheeler
Dylan Sandler

Guests

Irving Poy, Queens Borough President’s Office
Don Eltraubeck, AECOM

Jordan Smith, AECOM

“Serving the Communities of Long Island City, Sunnyside, Woodside and Maspeth”



Christopher Nestercuk, DCAS

Argilio Rodriguez, APU Foods dba Riko
Jessica Burgos, APU Foods

Valerio Marchi

Elizabeth Lusskin, LIC Partnership

Neil Blackwell

Laura Heim

Kenny Medrano, Council Member Van Bramer’s Office
Kris Goddard, NYC SBS

Victor Ferrante

Thomas Dangelo, NYPD

Dennis DeQuatro, NYPD

Anthony Andreano, NYPD

Robert Matinez, NYPD

Scott Olexa, NYPD

Long Island City BID Expansion
Elizabeth Lusskin provided the following update:

Distributed an information sheet and described what a Business Improvement District does and
the public approval process.

Original BID was set up in 2005 to do supplemental sanitation, horticultural improvements,
planted many tree pits with begonias

The Partnership and existing BID have been discussing the BID expansion for the past few years.
They established a formal steering committee two years ago and people for the three corridors,
Vernon Jackson to 44™ Drive participated.

Mes. Luskin introduced Chris Goddard of NYC Small Business Services Department

All BIDS work closely with Small Business Services

Discussion about the boundaries, budget etc. took place.

The public process and meetings were held last summer

The proposal is for a modest $350,000 budget for all three corridors

Most properties pay less than 660 a year.

Mes. Lusskin described how the rates are set.

Discussed retail and foot frontage.

The LIC Partnership is one BID with two sub districts, and have separate budgets

Ms. Lusskin stated they their community outreach included two public hearings and a lot of time
in one on one conversations, and mailings.

100 % of the funds collected go to the BID. The City collects it through tax bills and 100% comes
back.

Ms. Luskin maintains a binder that has all of the minutes of all meetings, letters, mailings,
surveys and public meetings.

There is one board and funding will be split proportionally with the original BID budget of
$450,000 expansion $350,000.

Kenny Greenberg asked about the current DOE fund maintenance that is funded by the Council
Member and whether that would end as the BID became involved.



A motion was made and seconded to approve the application for the LIC BID Expansion. The vote was 8
in favor of the motion 0 opposed and 0 abstentions.

Consumer Affairs Applications

Application for a new unenclosed sidewalk café with 12 tables and 24 seats at APU Food Corp. d/b/a
RIKO Restaurant located at 45-23 Greenpoint Avenue, Sunnyside.

Mr. Rodriguez, the representative introduced the applicant and provided the following update
e This is a new unenclosed sidewalk café
o The restaurant serves Peruvian cuisine. They are well recognized, have four locations, two in CB
2. The restaurants are located Intersection of Greenpoint and 45" Street, Jamaica, and Chelsea,
NY.
The architect presented Consumer Affairs application.
There will be no music within the location and no speakers or amplified sound.
Hours of operation are 11:00 am to 11:00 pm Monday through Thursday.
Friday and Saturday and Sunday closing is at midnight.
Hours for sidewalk café seating will mirror the hour of operation.
The Committee expressed concerns about the distance available on the street, there is more
than enough space, minimum is 8 feet and there are planters that belong to the landlord.
e They have already spoke to the landlord and they encourage the sidewalk café. Landlord is open
to discussing relocation of the planters.
e Thereis 16 feet from sidewalk café to the curb, however, there are 4 planters along the curb
which reduces the pedestrian pathway.
Ms. Deller asked if there will be a barrier and the response was yes.
Ms. Deller discussed the tree pit.
The application is for 6 tables of 4 seats.
Ms. Deller asked to keep the corner open for pedestrian.
Ms. Deller asked the applicant to amend the diagram and remove Tables 1 and 2 to improve the
pedestrian flow of traffic.

A motion was made and seconded to approve with the amended tables and closing hours to 11PM
Monday through Sunday consistent Sunnyside neighborhood standards. The vote was 8 in favor of the
motion with 0 opposed and 0 abstentions.

Application for an unenclosed sidewalk café with 7 tables and 14 seats at Nacxitl Deli Coffee Shop
Corp. d/b/a The Haab Restaurant located at 47-22 48" Avenue, Woodside.

e The Applicant was not present at the meeting.

Application for a new unenclosed sidewalk café with 5 tables and 10 seats at Il Sole, LLC/dba/Sole
Luna Restaurant located at 4345 40™ Street, Sunnyside.

e Hours of operation are Monday through Thursday 8:00 am to 10:00 pm.



Friday and Saturday 11:00 pm

Sunday 11:00 to 10:00pm

40" Street side 5 tables and 10 chairs

Same awning open and close

Mr. O’Brien asked if there was a 7 foot clearance. The architect said he would verify the
dimensions

A motion was made and seconded to approve the application. The vote was 8 in favor of the motion
with 0 opposed and 0 abstentions.

Laura Heim, Architect provided the following update:

She described a new website option on the Landmarks Commission website where you can search for
permits. She discussed that she was disappointed in the way residents are not paying attention to the
full permit process and said that homeowners should go to the Landmarks Commission website for
guidelines.

Ms. Deller said that the Land Use Committee would be inviting the new Community Affairs person for
the LPC to the September Land Use Meeting and that Laura was welcome to attend.

Landmark Applications

~

39-39 47" Street, Sunnyside
This is a new application for an LPC permit at 39-39 47™ Street. This application is to complete work on
exterior alterations.

The homeowner said that he has applied to legalize the work that has already been done to
replacement the front steps of his and the adjoining neighbor’s entry. The steps are the same size and
height of the old steps and they are brick with a limestone top.

The homeowner has lived there since 1993.

The Committee made a motion to not support the homeowner’s application and to defer to Landmark
Commission for their ruling on the appropriateness of the replacement steps.

39-36 47" Street, Sunnyside
This is a new application for an LPC application at 39-36 47" Street. This application is to complete work
on exterior alterations.

Neil Blackwell, Architect
The homeowner is proposing to renovate rear vestibule and switch, window and door to add a
sliding door out to a deck with a bluestone patio.

¢ There is currently a chain link fence, eliminate chain link fence

The committee made a motion to oppose the existing application until the full and complete application
is submitted.

ULURP Applications



NYPD Vehicle Storage Facility — ULURP NO: N160249 PCQ
The proposed ULURP application is to acquire space on the property located on 54" Avenue west of
Maurice Avenue across Mt. Zion Cemetery.

The applicant provided the following update:

This application is to acquire a license agreement and nothing will change concerning the operation of
the property. This property is to store vehicles and there is no weekend activity and it is only a Monday
through Friday regular tour operation to about 3:00 p.m.

A motion was made and seconded to approve the application. The vote was 8 in favor of the motion
with 0 opposed and 0 abstentions.

Long Island City BID Expansion

This is a new application for the Long Island City Partnership BID to expand their boundaries.

A motion was made and seconded to approve the application. The vote was 8 in favor of the motion
with 0 opposed and 0 abstentions.

1 Court Square — ULURP No: N 160277 PXQ-195
The proposed ULURP application is to acquire approximately 50,000 square feet of office space at One
Court Square in Queens.

Does not need to go the full board. The Committee was in agreement.

BSA Applications

68-03 Roosevelt Avenue - Universal Church - 2016-4148-BZ

To discuss a proposed variance application for the underlying R5D and R6/C1-4 zoning districts. If
approved the proposed development will consist of a five-story designed seventy nine foot use group 4
community facility buildings with three-parking decks and ten rectory facilities. It would contain 67,172
square feet of floor area.

The applicant provided the following update:

e  Spiritual environment
Conduct three services on Sunday
The applicant is looking for a larger building and they are looking to build on the parking lot.
There are currently 1100 to 1200 congregants and they would like to allow for expansion.
There are currently 99 parking spaces
Looking for a zoning change

o The church submitted a petition of community support
Ms. Deller stated the Committee would hoid a public meeting over the summer for the community to
hear the proposal.

64-01 Woodside Avenue — 138-11-A (reinvited)

To discuss a proposed application that allowed construction to continue on a seven-story mixed use
residential/community facility building under the R6 zoning regulations (renewed application no
420251355-01NB). This application is to extend time to complete construction and secure a certificate
of occupancy for the premises.



The applicant did not attend the meeting. Subsequently, the Board was notified that the BSA had
approved this application.

Public Meeting ULURP Application Sunnyside Barnett Associates 50-25 Barnett Avenue

e Ms. Deller stated that at May 18, 2016 CB2 full board meeting we received a petition, which

included many employees of Steve Madden.

There was a recap of some of the community issues.

The proposed development is 10 stories 209 units, 4,000 square feet of community space.
There was a discussion regarding the project and the levels of affordability, and that the income
bands (20% at 30% AMI, 30% at 100% AMI and 50% at 130% AMI) were too high. The
Committee indicated that they would like to address the need for apartments in the 50% to
100% AMI range. According to Furman Center study 75% of CB2 resident median incomes are
below 100% AMI.

e The community has expressed concern about the need for a middle school that Councilperson
Van Bramer, Assemblyperson Nolan and other political officials already support. They have
communicated with the School Construction Authority about this.

o There is also concern about the overcrowding of the #7 train, tenant complaints about property
management and rent increases at the existing Phipps Houses.

e The UPK facility is insufficient and does not reflect the community needs. The space should be
more intensively programmed to address other community needs such as day care and senior
programs. The Committee recommended that Phipps reach out to and work to collaborate with
a neighborhood based community organization such as Sunnyside Community Services.

e There was a discussion about part of the parcel being a state superfund site.

¢ The Committee agreed that Phipps should go back to HPD to look at deeper income bands for
better affordability.

A motion was made to oppose the pending ULURP Application, unless the applicant amends and
modifies the application to satisfactorily address the Board’s concerns and objections relating to each if
the following items:

e Anincrease in the number of affordable units that would enable residents earning between 50
and 100% AMI to be eligible;

e The inclusion of a larger community facility space that would provide a much wider variety of
needed community services than solely UPK, including but not limited to day care and/or senior
activities, to serve a much wider range of community residents through a partnership or other
arrangement with a reputable, qualified, not-for-profit service provider;

¢ A reduction of the size and scale of the proposed building to bring it more in line with the
surrounding buildings;

e Full and proper remediation of all existing environmental issues on the site;

¢ Afirm and reliable commitment to work with our elected officials, Community Board No. 2, and
federal, state and city agencies toward sidewalk improvements along the rest of Barnett
Avenue, the siting and construction of a middle school in the community, the improvement of
transportation infrastructure, particularly, including the #7 train and relocation of parking that is
being removed.

e A commitment to use of union labor



The vote was all in favor of the motion to oppose with 8 in favor 0 opposed and 0 abstentions.

Respectfully submitted by:

MA Gurrado
05262016 LUCMM



