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Community Board 12 
welcomes its newly 
elected Chairperson, 
Adrienne E. Adams! 
Formally the outspoken 
Education Chairperson for 
CB12, she is dynamic 
who, much like our 
outgoing Chairperson, 
Jacqueline Boyce, has hit 
the CB office floor 
running.  

She began by wishing 
everyone a Happy New 
Year, and congratulating 
the newly installed 
officers, encouraging the 

Hail to the Chair! 
 Board Members 

collectively to continue to 
“move forward as a team 
to accomplish the goals of 
the board, and do the 
work that our community 
needs and deserves”.  

The theme that she brings 
to this position embodies 
her belief in conscious 
direction and meaningful 
results. This theme for 
2013 is P.U.R.P.O.S..E  
which stands for; People, 
Unity, Respect, 
Partnership, Ownership, 
Support and Excellence. 

She spoke passionately 
about refocusing on the 
issues that face our 
community and what we 
must accomplish in order 
to make real, positive and 
lasting change.  

Again, Community Board 
12 welcomes Ms Adams’ 
leadership, the challenge, 
and looks forward to, as 
she so aptly put it, “make 
it happen for the greater 
good”. 

We are excited to stand 
together to help her 
vision become realized in 
our great community.  

In the Trenches 

Community Board 12 is also the 
collective workplace of a vast 
number of extraordinary people, 
dedicated to the success of its 
community. 

 This is demonstrated by their 
willingness to step in, roll up their 
sleeves and get to the hard work.  

Congratulations to Executive 
Members: 2nd Vice Chair-Reverend 
Princess Thorbs, Secretary- Ms 
Rene Cheatham-Hill, Treasurer- Mr 
Benjamin Wright, and 
Parliamentarian- Ms Yolanda 
Thompkins.  

We also welcome and congratulate 
all of the new Committee Chairs: 
Bylaws Chairperson- Patrick Evans, 

Education Chairperson- Harold 
Robertson, Communications and 
Technology Chairperson- Celeste James 
and the Youth Services Chairperson- 
Bilal Karriem into their respective roles. 

We wish each of them great success, 

and an active committee to make the 

work lighter. 
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Community Board 12 appreciates the many hours dedicated by its committees to hearing and 

responding to the many and very specific needs of this community.   

The Committee Chairs Welcome the Partnership of the Community in the work of its 

Committees; 

Good and Welfare  Land Use  Senior Citizens  Transportation  

Communications and Technology    Sanitation   Education Health      Youth Services 

Economic Development        Parks       Blocks United 

 

Assemblyman Scarborough 
educated those present at the 
CB12 January meeting by 
explaining why Jamaica and 
surrounding areas have 
suffered with flooding issues 
which have caused hundreds of 
thousands of dollars worth of 
damages to homes and 
businesses, negatively 
impacting the health of local 
residents, for so very long.  

He explained that while 
thousands of gallons of water 
is pumped from the area daily, 
this problem is the result of 2 

Water, Water EVERYWHERE! 

 ongoing primary causes.  

There are not enough 
sewers in the ground to 
allow the dispersion of 
water during a rain 
shower, and the high 
water table, meaning the 
normal standing water 
level, is so high that even 
the most moderate of 
rainfall results in flooding 
in many places in the 
downtown Jamaica area. 

He explained the 
functions of the reverse 

seepage basin station, 
and went on to say that 
there were options 
available to assist in 
mitigating the problem, if 
not solving it outright.  

The Assemblyman 
continued by saying that 
he encouraged the people 
of this community to 
stand firm on there being 
no City or State budget 
passed until they can 
offer a real solution for 
this issue.  

Competition THRIVE is a  
unique opportunity which 
seeks to assist and 
empower New York City’s 
Immigrant Entrepreneurs. 
This competition is 
looking for original 
innovative strategies and 
programs that help 
immigrant entrepreneurs 
succeed in business. 

Round 1:$25,000 will be 
awarded to five semi 
finalists to pilot their 
programs and create a 
business plan.  

THRIVE! 

 
Round 2: $100,000 will 
be awarded to one Grand 
Prize Winner, plus 
promotional services to 
further scale their 
program.  

The Submission period is 
Feb 1-March 7 th, 2013 and 
an information session 
will be held on Feb 7 th, 
2013 for potential 
applicants to learn more 
about the competition. 

For more information and 
to download proposal 

guidelines, please visit; 

www.nycedc.com/thrive 

contact them by email at 

competitionthrive@baruch

.cuny.edu, or call 

Lendynette Pacheco-

Jorge at 646-312-4799. 
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 Remember, always know the three 

"W’s": Where your kids are, What 

they're doing, and Who they're with! 

WHAT TO TEACH YOUR "HOME 

ALONE" CHILDREN: Have your child 

check in with you or a neighbor 

immediately after arriving home.  

Ensure they know how to call 9-1-1 and 

how to give directions to your home, in 

case of emergency. 

Make sure they know your family's 

NYPD’s weekly Crime Prevention Tip 

 emergency plan — if you do not have a 

plan, visit www.ready.gov for more 

information on creating one. 

Teach them how to properly use the door 

and window locks, and the alarm system if 

you have one, particularly the "panic" feature 

of your alarm system.  

Teach them to never let anyone into your 

home without asking your permission: no 

repairmen, delivery persons etc. Stress the 

importance of NO ONE, even if they appear 

to be in a company uniform.  

Tell them to never let a person at the door 

or on the phone know that they're alone. 

Teach them to say "Mom or Dad can't 

come to the phone (or door) right now, 

may I take a message?"  

Make sure they know how to escape in 

case of fire: do you call 911 first then exit? 

Or exit and then call 911? Make sure they 

know all available exits and what a smoke 

(or CO) alarm sounds like and what to do 

if it goes off.  

Its time to learn how to use 
that GPS, you’ll have to make 
a detour away from the 
following projects: this one  
scheduled to be completed in 
May of this year; Installation 
of water mains in the area of 
199 and 200 th streets, 
between 112 th and Hollis 
avenues.  

The following work is set to 
commence this month and be 
completed June 2014; Storm 
extensions in Fern Place and 
177th Street.  

 

Public Concerns ~ the District Manager’s Report 

 They will be Replacing water 
mains, storm sewers, sanitary 
sewers, catch basins, curbs, 
sidewalks, and pedestrian ramps.  

The following local businesses 
have made application for liquor 
licenses; El Monumental 
Restaurant, Portuegesa 
Receptions Club, Club Illusions, 
El Rinconcita Mexicano, Moti’s 
Restaurant, JFK Deli/Grocery 
Corp, Ballinagh Restaurant, and 
O’Reilly &Maloney Corp.  

Finally, there is Demolition 

scheduled for three structures, 

namely; 170-19 Douglas Avenue 

Block 10219 Lot 96, 92-19 178
th
 

street Garage 11433, and 146-09 

120
th
 ave Queens 11436. 

 

 After having a very 
interesting conversation with 
our District Manager, Yvonne 
Reddick, I came away with a 
few important points of 
which to share with you. We 
spoke about an issue which is 
very close to her heart, the 
health crisis in our 
community. We have so 
many other issues happening 

Voice of Reason 

that this one  often ends up 
on the back burner. She says 
“Because of our serious 
concerns, we are the only 
community board who 
boasts a separate Health 
Committee, but this 
shouldn’t stop anyone from 
taking the steps to find out 
where the city agencies are 
on the HIV/Aids issue in this 
area. Also, not very much is 

said about Hep C, but this is a 
serious issue as well. Who is 
doing the outreach?, making 
sure the education is available 
in our neighborhood? This 
information is made available 
for free by the various 
agencies. We need to be more 
proactive where our health is 
concerned”. 

Well said, Ms Reddick. 

“We are in 

denial 

concerning 

HIV/Aids, AND 

Hepititis C in 

our community. 

We need to be 

educated, the 

information is 
out there!” 
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COMMUNITY BOARD 12 

90-28 161st 

Jamaica, NY  11432 

Phone: 

718.658.3308 

Fax: 

718.739.6997 

E-Mail: 

pshawbilbo@cb.nyc.gov 

Community Board 12 meets 
on the third Wednesday of 
each month at the Robert 
Ross Johnson Family Life 

Center, which is located at 
172-17 Linden Blvd  

St. Albans, NY 11433 at 7 PM 

 

  
Membership 
Community Boards are local representative bodies. There are 59 throughout the City. 
Each Board consists of up to 50 unsalaried members appointed by the Borough President, 
with half nominated by the City Council Members who represent the community district. 
Board members are selected by the Borough Presidents from among active, involved 
people of each community, with an effort made to assure that every neighborhood is 
represented. Board members must reside, work, or have some other significant interest 
in the community. 

 

 

 
 

Meetings 
Boards meet once each month. At these meetings, members address items of concern to 
the community. Board meetings are open to the public, and a portion of each meeting is 
reserved for the Board to hear from members of the public. In addition, Boards regularly 
conduct public hearings - on the City's budget, on land use matters, and other major 
issues - to give the people of the community the opportunity to express their opinions.  

 

 

 
 

Committees 
Board committees do most of the planning and work on the issues that are acted on at 
Board meetings. Each Board establishes committee structure and                    procedures it 
feels will best meet the needs of its district. 

 Non-Board members may apply to join or work on committees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just So You Know….. 

 

 

 

 

CELESTE E JAMES 
Communications and Technology Chairperson 

QUEENS COMMUNITY BOARD 12 

90-28 161ST STREET 
JAMAICA, NY  11432 
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