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On Tuesday, June 3, 2014, the Transportation Committee met with the Dept. of Transportation and 

residents in Douglaston at the Community Church of Douglaston for a presentation by DOT regarding 

the proposed Douglaston Station Public Plaza.   Present from the Committee were Chris Petallides, 

Bernard Haber, Eileen Miller, Allan Palzer, Joan Garippa, Christina Scherer, Henry Euler, Joseph 

Sollano, Steven Newman, Jyothi Sriram, Douglas Montgomery, Community Member Ed Doster and 

District Manager Susan Seinfeld. David Breen, Shari Glickman and David Ronan represented the DOT 

plaza program. Nicole Garcia and Richard Gippetti also attended from the Queens Borough 

Commissioner’s office. Jeannette Segal was present from the Douglaston LDC. 

 

David Breen from DOT explained that they had met last month with the community and discussed the 

application made by the Douglaston Local Development Corporation for a public plaza at the north side 

of the railroad station. They conducted a study and found that during the peak morning hours, there are 

1,021 pedestrians walking to the station and 177 cars dropping off people.  

 

He showed a power point presentation with two plaza options. One is to close the street including the 

turnaround and add 7,300 s.f. of public space with two new crosswalks, tables, chairs, planters, a bike 

rack and flexible bollards. This will remove four parking spaces. Cars will have to use the other streets 

to exit the area. There were two scenarios, however, it was pointed out that 38 Road is one-way street 

westbound and, therefore, cannot be used to exit the area.  

 

The other option is to leave the turnaround open adding 3,000 sf. This would add public space around 

the greenstreet and along the east and west sidewalk. The other amenities and the crosswalks will also 

be added. Seven parking spaces would have to be removed.   

 

FDNY and other emergency vehicles can still have access to the station with either option. Both 

options will provide a safer walking space with the addition of the crosswalks and “bump-outs” at the 

corners. The Douglaston LDC has to enter a maintenance agreement with the DOT which includes 

removing the chairs and tables every night, snow removal and clean-up.  Mr. Breen stated, that as at the 

other 65 locations, there could be annual events, markets, and recurring small scale events, public art 

shows both permanent and temporary. They have monitored the success of other public plazas city- 

wide and found that they attract people and businesses. This is one of the goals that the LDC hoped for, 

to attract businesses to the area. Mr. Breen said that they monitor plazas; they are temporary and could 

be removed, but none have been removed since they started these in 2008. 
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Questions and answers followed. Residents stated during the first presentation, it was clear to them that 

the majority wants to keep the turnaround. Concerns were raised about the ability of a plaza to attract 

business, if it was necessary since the commuters come and go and the potential overuse of the local 

streets if the turnaround is closed. There was a suggestion that the LIRR be asked to make a new 

turnaround further down 41 Avenue. Steve Newman raised the question whether the LDC actually 

could afford to maintain the plaza and what the finances are. Mr. Breen and the Public Plaza team will 

be meeting with the Douglaston LDC before the Community Board meeting to discuss the maintenance 

agreement. 

 

Steve Newman asked that the residents be polled since the Community Board would be presented with 

the proposal at the June 16
th

 meeting. A vote was taken and 29 voted to maintain the turnaround with a 

plaza, 18 voted for a plaza without a turnaround and 4 voted for no plaza.  
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