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 On Thursday, September 3, 2009 the Transportation Committee met to review various items. 
Present were Bernie Haber, Chair, Members Joe Sollano, Ed Doster, David Millet, Joan Garippa, 
Christine Haider, Laura James and Susan Seinfeld, District Manager.  
  
The committee discussed the following items: 
 
1-The Committee discussed the request by the Ron Carey family to rename 28 Ave. between 203 and 
206 Streets in his honor. Several members of the Ron Carey family attended the meeting. His son 
spoke in support telling us that Ron Carey was a Marine and then worked for UPS before becoming 
active in the Teamster’s Union and eventually becoming President of the Union. He loved Bayside and 
his community. He was well known by Governors and Presidents but he never forgot where he came 
from and never hesitated to help his neighbors. Everyone on the block had signed a petition in favor of 
the naming.  
 
Ed Doster made a motion to recommend that the street be renamed in Ron Carey’s honor and was 
seconded by Allan Palzer. The Committee voted six in favor and one voted present. 
 
2- The Committee then discussed the renaming of 215 Street between Northern Blvd. and 45 Road in 
honor of Sol Soskin, as requested by the 111th Police Precinct. David Millet made a motion to 
recommend the renaming and Joe Sollano seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor of 
the motion.  
 
3- A request came to the office from Councilman Avella advising us that a Douglaston resident has 
requested the renaming of any street in Douglaston in honor of his brother who died in the Vietnam 
War. The family came from Cambria Heights originally but they no longer have connections to that 
area. The Committee discussed our criteria for street renaming and concluded that the soldier, having 
had no community connection, would not be considered by the Board for a street renaming.  
 
4- We received a request from DOT to comment on a proposal to change the flow of traffic on 208 
Street between 47 and 48 Avenue to one-way street southbound. We wrote to residents, but so far only 
four residents responded, all in favor. After looking at the map and discussing the location, the 



committee concluded that we should ask DOT to look at 207 Street for possible change in pattern also, 
since it is an identical narrow street and it would make sense if both streets were changed.  
 
5-We received a request from DOT to comment on a proposal to change the flow of traffic on 203 
Street between 26th and 28th Avenue to one way southbound. We wrote to residents and received a 
majority of replies in favor of the change. A petition also was supplied. Joe Sollano was very familiar 
with the area and disputed the need for the change. The street is not particularly narrow and it is not 
busy. After discussion the members decided to send a letter to DOT and advise the Commissioner that 
they think this is an isolated street and that the flow of traffic would be disrupted in other parts of the 
neighborhood. They questioned how DOT believes that this would be an improvement in the flow of 
traffic. Residents would be inconvenienced by the change and actually, it would make more sense for a 
street to go northbound into 26th Avenue which is the avenue leading to other major streets. Bernie is 
going to announce at the Board meeting that the public hearing will be postponed.  
 
6-A request was made by a resident to add meters on Northern Blvd. east of Douglaston Pkwy. The 
Committee discussed the request and concluded that we would write to DOT for an official study but 
add our comments that there are meters in front of the retail businesses on Northern Blvd. and 
Douglaston Pkwy. but that there are no businesses where the request for meters was made. Zion 
Church is on the north side of the boulevard and Pride of Judea is on the south side.  Members don’t 
believe the meters would be used. 
 
7-Bernie Haber reported that he wrote to DOT about the need for more speed limit signs by the service 
road of the L.I. E. since the police seem to give out tickets often.  
 
8- The LIRR and DOT held a meeting attended by Bernie and Susan regarding the Quiet Zone project 
at the Little Neck Station. Bernie explained that the project will be finished next fall and costs $1.5 
million and the parking lot design will be improved. 
 
9- DOT sent the Board the new Street Design Manual with various ideas for changing street designs 
for safety and traffic calming by reducing crosswalk lengths, adding bike lanes, using graphics in the 
street, planting trees, installing medians etc. It also discusses street light designs. DOT welcomes ideas 
as to where some of these designs can be used in our community.  
 
10- Susan advised the committee that Andy Rothman, who was unable to attend, requested “No 
Parking” signs on the south side of 29th Avenue east of Bell Blvd. DOT said that there are daylighting 
signs now. Committee members were hesitant to take away parking spaces in the area.  


