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COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
                 TO:   All Board Members 

                                               FROM:   Bernard Haber, Chair,  
                                                              Transportation Committee 
                                               DATE:   June 29, 2010 
 

 
On Monday, June 28, 2010, the Transportation Committee met.  Present from the Committee 
were Bernard Haber, Frank Skala, Andrew Rothman, Gary Sekdorian, Joseph Sollano, Laura 
James, Joan Garippa, Mel Meer, Dennis Novick, Jerry Iannece, Christine Haider, Steve Behar 
and Ed Doster.  Also present were DOT Representative, Peter Goslett and community 
representative, Jack Oshier. 
 
1.   CB11 has received a number of requests for one-way streets in the area between the 
Clearview Expressway and Bell Blvd. and 48th Ave. and Northern Blvd.  The Committee 
requested an area-wide study rather than the piece meal approach we have reviewed in the past.  
At present, we have advised NYCDOT of one-way street requests for 207 and 208 Streets 
between 47 and 48 Avenues and 211 Street between Northern Blvd. and 47 Avenue. Peter 
Goslett, Queens Director of NYCDOT Community Relations, stated that a study of this size 
would be very expensive and that a poll of the residents should be obtained first.  It was decided 
to leave the current requests intact and wait for the results from DOT.  At that time, we will have 
a public hearing which may result in additional requests for one-way streets, making our area-
wide study more logical and then proceed with an area-wide poll. 
 
2.  The Committee voted unanimously in favor of the motion made by Frank Skala to name 196 
Place between 45 Drive and 45 Road in honor of Jack and Yolanda Norris in addition to the 
existing 196 Place name.  Both were longtime civic leaders of the Auburndale Improvement 
Association. 
 
3.  A discussion concerning the extension of the Sound Barriers west of the CIP in the Bayside 
Hills area resulted in the Committee requesting CB11 to send a letter to NYSDOT for the 
extension which was previously approved by the Bayside Hills Civic Association  and 
simultaneously request federal funding from Congressman Ackerman. 
 
4.  A discussion of a proposal to name the small Parks Dept. property at Douglaston Parkway 
and 235 St. as “Joseph Hellmann Park” after the one-year waiting requirement resulted in no 



 

action at this time.  Further, it should be initiated by the Parks Committee in May 2011.  Joe, an 
active 12-year member of CB11, died last month. 
 
5.  The Bayside Village BID which represents the merchants on Bell Blvd. sent a letter 
requesting  CB11’s support for 2-HOUR PARKING limits on Bell Blvd. between Northern 
Blvd. and 38 Avenue.  A discussion ensued between the positive and negative issues of this 
request.  The BID cited that two hours were needed to reduce pressure on the patrons of the 
many restaurants on Bell Blvd. and long term shoppers on Bell Blvd.  However, some members 
felt that the non-restaurant shoppers would be short-changed to find parking spots and it may 
result in easier meter feeding by business employees.  The Committee voted 10 to 3 to support 
the Bayside Village BID.  The Committee agreed that its recommendation to approve would be 
brought to the entire Board. 
 
Mr. Meer stated that the parking problems in Bayside are primarily caused by the LIRR 
commuters and need a comprehensive study and solution. This could include “NO PARKING 
Between 7 AM and 10 AM” signs or ALTERNATE SIDE OF THE STREET signs both east and 
west of Bell Blvd. for a number of blocks.   This needs input from the residents and the local 
civic associations. 
 
Other items were discussed in relation to parking.  Mr. Goslett took note of the requests and 
complaints and will bring them to the NYCDOT for review. 
 
Miscellaneous Items: 
 

• Fare structure on the LIRR Port Washington Line.  Requested the LIRR to adjust the Port 
Washington Line fares since it costs far less than any other (of 12 lines) to operate on a 
ride-per-passenger basis. CB11 received an unsatisfactory response from the LIRR.  
CB11 will respond requesting when fare adjustments are made that the fares on the Port 
Washington line be reduced to a fare that reflects the much lower cost to operate than all 
the other LIRR lines. 

 
• NYCDOT is preparing a solution for the intersection of Union Turnpike and Springfield 

Blvd. to make it safer. 
 

• MTA Bridges and Tunnels said that contracts on the Throgs Neck Bridge have been 
completed.  The committee complained that the northbound CIP is a mess because of the 
reconfigured approach ramp to the Throgs Neck Bridge off the CIP.  It needs restudying. 

 
The Meeting ended 8:45 pm 
 
 


