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This was the second meeting held under the auspices of Council Member Paul Vallone regarding
the school proposed for the site of the Bayside Jewish Center (BJC) on 32nd Avenue. Those
present included CM Paul Vallone; Justin Brannan of the Department of Education (DOE);
Melanie LaRocca, Chief of Staff of the School Construction Authority (SCA); Michael Athy,
principal of Bayside High School and Dermot Smith of the United Federation of Teachers (UFT).
The Community Board was represented by Christine Haider, Chair; Laura James, 1st Vice Chair
and Co-Chair of the Education Committee, Alim Gafar, Co-Chair of the Education Committee,
Henry Euler and Anthony Koutsouradis. An invited group of community members were also
present including representatives from other elected officials.

The SCA and the BJC have signed a contract for the BJC site, but a closing on the property will
not take place until the public review is held. The public review is a 45-day period that will
begin at a time agreed upon by the Community Board and the SCA. The Board is in the process
of scheduling a committee meeting and a public hearing, to be attended by the SCA, for the
second half of October.

Concurrent with the 45-day public review, the SCA will begin a period of community engagement
which will not have a set duration. The SCA will involve neighbors, parents, and prospective
users about what the proposed school needs to be, and how to define and impact it. CM Vallone
and the SCA will set up a working group, which will be an extension of the group already meeting
with CM Vallone and the SCA to determine what is important to the community and what it needs,
and determine the end users and the programs. Some possibilities include a locally-zoned
school, a Bayside High School annex, or moving the existing World School of Journalism to the
BJC site.

The SCA will also conduct an environmental review, concurrent with the 45-day public review.
Data collection and due diligence for this review will include counting pedestrians and vehicles,
observing the use of public transportation, and reporting on land use characteristics. Ms.
LaRocca stated that the SCA is aware of and sensitive to the neighborhood context of the
proposed school. In the case of a school relocation, the SCA usually develops an Educational
Impact Statement. Although not usually done for a new build, it is possible they will make an
exception for this site.

The SCA said that, at this point, they are not locked into the BJC location. The acquisition of the
property is conditional and all approvals must first be in hand. The process ends with the City
Council and the Mayor. The final proposal is submitted to the City Council, which then has 20
days to act. If the site is approved, there is a period of approximately one year in which the
architectural plans will be drawn. The SCA emphasized that there is an identified need for 5000
high school seats in Queens; 3000 are funded in the capital plan.

The group expressed their disappointment to the Council Member and the SCA that this process
was handled in secrecy and the Community Board was not kept informed, and that this needed to
change.
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