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Re:  Parks Dept. Design Proposal for Joe Michael’s Mile  
________________________________________________________________ 
 
The CB11 Parks Committee met on Thursday, November 19, 2015 to hear a 
presentation by the NYC Dept. of Parks & Recreation regarding their plans to 
rehabilitate the Joe Michael Mile (JMM) in Bayside. Committee members in 
attendance were Paul DiBenedetto, Committee Co-Chair, Henry Euler, Roy 
Giusetti, Jyothi Sriram, Mary Donahue, Christine Haider, Board Chair, Laura 
James, Third Vice-Chair and Susan Seinfeld, District Manager.  Representatives 
from the Dept. of Parks and Recreation attending were Matt Symons, Joanne 
Amagrande, Lee Ann Beauchamp and Kusalee Vachananda. 
 
This is a $1.7 million dollar project. Some of this money has been allocated by 
FEMA to repair areas eroded by Superstorm Sandy.  At this time, work will only 
be performed on the CB11 portion of the JMM, which starts at the Bayside 
Marina/28 Avenue overpass in the north and runs to Northern Blvd. in the south. 
The remaining portion that lies in CB7 will be worked on at a later date as funding 
is acquired.  
  
Since JMM sustained some serious erosion from Superstorm Sandy and is also 
in need of general reconstruction, the plans are as such: remove/replace and 
widen the asphalt that covers the walking, running and bike trails; raise the grade 
to prevent erosion where needed; replace/add new 1939 World’s Fair style 
benches fitted with recycled, plastic lumber where appropriate; rebuild the 
“ramp”; trim healthy trees and remove the dead ones, while adding native-
species plantings (bushes, grasses, trees, etc.)  where appropriate; add 3 new 
trash receptacles; trim back the invasive phragmite that line the shoreline and is 
encroaching on the trails; and more general improvements. 
 
While there was a general acceptance of these plans by the committee members 
present, some questions and issues were raised.  Susan Seinfeld mentioned that 
during the on-site visit last year to discuss the design, the installation of solar 
lighting was discussed. Lee Ann Beauchamp replied that it was not in the current 
budget but would look to see if it could be implemented or if the DOT could get 
involved; but funding will be necessary.  New barriers along the CIP were also  
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discussed at that time but DOT said they would not change the barriers. Ms. 
Beauchamp also said that in about 3 years, DOT had to rebuild the footbridge 
going over the CIP to Crocheron Park.  Christine Haider wanted to be assured 
that the bridges would be ADA-compliant.  Paul DiBenedetto requested that any 
ADA-compliant bridges reflect or mirror the “marina, nautical themed” bridges 
that already exist there. Roy Guisetti asked if there were any plans to remove the 
non-native phragmite, as it is quite invasive and tends to choke out all other 
species.  Matt Symons, NE Queens Park Director, acknowledged it was a 
problem but that it was too big of a job to tackle at this point, while noting that 
they are going to cut it back some and make this a regular part of their trimming 
maintenance. A request was made for recycling cans to be added alongside the 
new trash cans. Matt Symons said that adding recycling cans would not be a 
problem as Sanitation is looking to place these wherever possible.   
 
Parks listened to and acknowledged all of our requests and will look to including 
their implementation wherever possible. The projected start date for the work is 
early Spring 2017 and will take a year to complete. This portion of the JMM will 
be closed to the public during the construction but the northern half in CB7 will 
remain open.  
  
All committee members present agreed to support the project as proposed and a 
letter will be sent to the Commissioner. 
 
 


