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TO:  Board Members  
FROM:  Christine Haider, 1st Vice Chair 
RE:  Proposed Alteration to On-Premises Liquor License Application  

Bourbon Street – 40-12 Bell Blvd.   
Date:  March 21, 2014 

 

 
On March 19, 2014, the East Flushing/North Bayside Zoning, Public Safety and Public 
Relations/Consumer Affairs Committees met to discuss the above-referenced application. 
Present were Board Members, Christine Haider, 1St Vice Chair, Henry Euler, Andrew 
Rothman, Christina Scherer, Ocelia Claro, Mohan Jethwani, Daniel Baek, Susan 
Macinick, Jyothi Sriram, Joann Ferrari, Susan Cerezo, Eileen Miller and Dina 
Quondamatteo, community representative. Also present were Chrisina Coutinho, 
Community Associate, Bourbon Street owners, Mark Boccia and John Ryan and 
contractor, Joe Ciasullo and attorney, Bill Driscoll. 
 
Mr. Boccia stated he has been operating a bar/restaurant establishment on Bell Blvd. for 
over 25 years.  First, owning BB Jr’s and then in 1998, Bourbon Street.   He also owns 
Austin Ale House in Kew Gardens.   Mr. Ciasullo presented plans for rooftop dining area 
and minor exterior changes to front of the building.   The air conditioning and exhaust 
equipment are at the rear of the roof and will be fenced in and greenery added.  The 
building rooftop is higher than the residential buildings adjacent at the rear of the building.   
The lounge area will be at the front of the commercial building.  There will be an 
approximately 6 ft. high wall from the parapet with an additional 4 ft. of plexiglass which 
will have a decorative railing and greenery.    The greenery will be an approximate 3ft. 
buffer to the parapet wall.  The landlord and tenant have agreed to give 210 sq. ft. from 
the second floor to provide for an enclosed staircase leading to the rooftop.  The staircase 
for the rooftop will only be accessible from inside Bourbon Street and will have 8-inch 
thick walls with sound deadening insulation.  There will be an allowed maximum of 74 
persons with a lounge area, a separate bar, raw bar and possibly a brick oven and/or a 
grill.  Mr. Ciasullo stated that the architect has verified that the existing beams support the 
proposed plans. A new structure will be built over the existing rooftop creating a sound 
barrier for the second floor.   Lighting will be directed toward the rooftop and not facing 
the street and the residents.    
 
A question and answer period followed resulting in the following responses: There will be 
light recorded music with an occasional guitar player.   Smoking will be allowed in a 
designated area which will be calculated by a ratio of 1/3 of the maximum seating.  The 
rooftop will remain open depending on the demand of the kitchen.   Mr. Boccia stated that 
right now, the bar stays open until 4:00am and the kitchen closes at 1:00am.  The 



members were concerned with the hours of operation on the rooftop.  They would prefer if 
the rooftop closed earlier than 4 am as is permitted by the SLA.    Bourbon Street has no 
reported violations or noise complaints with the 111th Precinct and is in good standing 
with the SLA.    
 
 
There is a tenant on the second floor that operates an SAT prep school during the hours 
of 3 pm – 9 pm on weekdays and during the day on the weekends.  They have been 
notified.     
            
Christine Haider  questioned  the  outdated  C of O and Mr. Boccia stated  that  the  new 
C of O has been issued listing Bourbon Street.   Christina Coutinho stated that CB11 has 
been informed by the SLA that from the date of the application, there is a six-month 
period for the work to be completed and a C of O to be issued before the SLA will issue a 
liquor license.      
 
Andy Rothman suggested that an elevator be installed.  Mr. Boccia stated that he plans to 
install a lift, if he can, to  make the rooftop  handicapped accessible.   Susan   Cerezo and 
Henry Euler asked if the  adjacent  residents  have  been informed of the application.   Mr. 
Boccia said he would reach out to adjacent residents and businesses.   
 
At this point in time, based on the information received, the committee found the 
application favorable and recommended the adjacent residents be advised.   
 
The Chair will write a letter to the SLA with the committee’s recommendation.   
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