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________________________________________________________________ 
On January 20, 2016, the North Bayside/East Flushing Zoning Committee met to 
discuss the above-referenced BSA application. Present were Board Members, 
Christine Haider, Board Chair, Ocelia Claro, 1st Vice Chair, Laura James 2nd Vice 
Chair, Eileen Miller, 3rd Vice Chair,  Henry Euler, Christina Scherer, Mary 
Donahue and George Mihaltses.  Also present were Susan Seinfeld, District 
Manager, Adam Rothkrug, the applicant’s attorney, Jeong-Ah Choi from the 
Borough President’s office, Terry Pouymari, President of Auburndale 
Improvement Association and one adjacent resident who is a member of AIA.  
 
The BSA application seeks an extension of term of a previously-granted variance 
for an eating and drinking establishment. The building was previously an office 
and in 2005 the BSA was amended for Sala Restaurant. Mr. Rothkrug explained 
that the restaurant tenant had not only erected illegal structures in the front, side 
and rear but he had also destroyed areas inside the building. Barone Properties 
will remove the illegal structures and clean the property. He intends to prepare 
the site for a new owner for use as an Italian restaurant; the sale is contingent on 
the approval of the BSA application. The basement and the first floor is for a 
restaurant and the 2nd and 3rd floors will remain as two rental apartments.  
 
Members were concerned that the restaurant area in the building is small and not 
conducive to a full service restaurant, and the reason why the prior owner had 
used the outdoor space. There is no parking required since the building was 
constructed before 1961. This is a problem for the residents.  Mr. Euler 
suggested that Barone Properties, who own the adjacent lot, use one of those 
properties for parking. The members requested that the potential owner be 
present to answer questions about how he intends to use the building 
considering the limitations of the building. Questions were also raised about the 
apartment layout. 
 
The Committee agreed to table their vote until after Mr. Rothkrug has spoken to 
his client and potential owner. Mr. Rothkrug stated that whether or not the 
restaurant people agree to attend the February 1st Public Hearing, he will 
proceed with the public hearing.  
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