
 

1 | O c t o b e r  1 ,  2 0 1 2  –  M i n u t e s  -  C B 1 1 Q  –  G e n e r a l  B o a r d  M e e t i n g   
 

MINUTES OF COMMUNITY BOARD 11  

GENERAL BOARD MEETING                  

 

DATE:  October 1, 2012                                                  PLACE: M.S. 158  

          46-35 OCEANIA STREET 

          BAYSIDE, NY 11361 

ATTENDANCE: 
Jerry Iannece, Chair Present Incha Kim Present 

Edith Basom Absent Anthony Koutsouradis Present 

Steven Behar Present Robert Liatto Present 

Daniel Berrios Absent Susan Macinick Present 

Lana Bind Present Janet McEneaney Present 

Robert Caloras Absent Thomas Meara Present 

Susan Cerezo Present Melvyn Meer Present 

Ocelia Claro  Present Eileen Miller Absent 

Paul DiBenedetto Absent Douglas Montgomery Present 

Edward Doster Present Steven Newman Present 

Henry Euler Present Dennis Novick Absent 

Mario Ferazzoli Absent Allan Palzer Present 

JoAnn Ferrari Present Chris Petallides Absent 

Sonya Fierro-Gladwin Present Stephen Pivawer Present 

Lee Fiorino Absent Elizabeth Renner Present 

Jack Fried Present Andrew Rothman Present 

Joan Garippa Present Christina Scherer Present 

Roy Giusetti Present Gary Sekdorian Present 

Bernard Haber Present Frank Skala Present 

Christine Haider Present Mamie Smith Absent 

Zion Halili Absent Joseph Sollano Present 

Laura James Present Robert Speranza Absent 

Mohan Jethwani Present Jyothi Sriram Present 

George Karahalis Present Teddy Teng Absent 

Gordon Keit Present Alex Yagudaev Present 

 

ALSO PRESENT: 

Susan Seinfeld District Manager, Community Board 11 

Christina Coutinho Community Assistant, Community Board 11 

P.O. William Conway 111
th

 Precinct, Community Affairs 

Barry Grodenchik  Deputy Borough President of Queens 

Mark Scott  Representing Queens Borough President Helen Marshall 

Paige Waranis Representing Council Member Dan Halloran 

David Fischer   Representing Assembly Member Edward Braunstein 

Alen R. Beerman  Representing Council Member Mark Weprin  

Jonathon Ettricks   NYC Districting Commission  

Felix L. Martinez, Jr.  Representing Queens District Attorney  

Jordan Goldes  Representing Congress Member Gary Ackerman  

Terrence Skinner  NYPD School Safety Division  

Detective Juan Toro Community Affairs, Patrol Borough Queens North 

Carly Liang Representing Senator Tony Avella  

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm by Chairman, Jerry Iannece. The Community Board 

spontaneously gave Chairman, Jerry Iannece a standing ovation in appreciation of his service as chair 

and as a sign of support, affection and recognition, after his loss in the Democratic Primary for the 

NYS Assembly – 25
th

 AD.    
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Mr. Iannece introduced Barry Grodenchik, Queens Deputy Borough President, who on behalf of 

Queens Borough President, Helen Marshall, presented Service Awards to the following Board 

Members: JoAnn Ferrari and Laura James for 10 years, Dennis Novick for 15 years, Jack Fried for 35 

years.   Mr. Grodenchik stated that a 30-year award was given to Mohan Jethwani in June.   He 

thanked each Board Member for their dedication of service to the community.  

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Mandingo Tshaka stated that the roadway of the Clearview Expressway between 48
th

 Avenue and 

Northern Blvd. is very close to the residential homes.  He said that this location is in need of sound 

barriers. Mr. Iannece stated that sound barriers are a major capital improvement project and would 

only be installed if included in a capital project that was being done at the location.    

 

Jonathon Ettricks representing the NYC Districting Commission stated that public hearings will be 

held on Wednesday, October 10, 2012 at LaGuardia Community College starting at 5:30 pm.    

 

Michael Feiner, President, Bayside Hills Civic Association stated that the civic membership is 

dwindling and as a civic leader, he would like to see more residents participate.   

 

Jack Oshier stated that the Bayside Manor Apartments’ management company is not supporting the 

tenants with the issue of homeless people and teenagers hanging out in the basements of the buildings.  

 

Luci Tinari, owner of Party City located at 213-02 Northern Blvd., spoke about how the food carts 

parked at the southwest corner of Northern Blvd. and Bell Blvd are using the private parking lot for 

their business.  She stated that patrons ordering from the food carts are parking in the private parking 

lot which is shared by Party City, CVS and Sprint.  Ms. Tinari said that the owners of the carts also 

leave their cars in the parking lot.  She asked for help to have the food carts removed.   Mr. Iannece 

said that Ms. Tinari should reach out to local elected officials.   He stated that Council Member Mark 

Weprin is working on legislation to have the food carts inspected and graded by the DOH.  Mr. 

Iannece said that currently there is no law in place stating that the food carts can’t be there.  

 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES  

Jerry Iannece asked for additions or corrections to the minutes of the September 10
th

 meeting. The 

minutes were approved with a change to page 4, second paragraph; Wednesday, October 10
th

 changed 

to Thursday, October 11
th

.  The minutes were approved with correction.     

 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Jerry Iannece made the following announcements:  

 

Saturday, September 29
th

 was Estuary Day at APEC which Susan Seinfeld attended.   

 

Bayside Hills Civic Association held their annual 9/11 Memorial Ceremony which was very well 

attended.  Mr. Iannece stated that the owner of L’Italiano Trattoria, Joseph Lupo, passed away two 

weeks ago.  Mr. Iannece stated that Mr. Lupo helped maintain the 9/11 Memorial site and his passing 

is a great loss to the community.  

 

The Queens Columbus Day Parade will take place this weekend is Astoria, Mr. Iannece is the 

Chairman and he stated that the Grand Marshall this year is Patrol Borough Queens North 

Commanding Officer, Assistant Chief Diana Pizzuti. 
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The Queens Borough President’s Office will be conducting Public Hearings on the cases being heard 

at tonight’s meeting on October 11, 2012 at 10:30 am at Borough Hall.  

  

DEP’s Alley Creek Long Term Control Plan Kick off meeting is at APEC on Wednesday, October 24
th

 

from 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm.  

 

The 111
th

 Precinct Council meeting will be Tuesday, October 2
nd

 at the Precinct.  

 

The New York City Comptroller, John Liu will be hosting an Italian-American Heritage & Culture 

event on Tuesday, October 16
th

 at Surrogate’s Courthouse from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm.  

 

Council Member Mark Weprin will be conducting Participatory Budget meetings for the community to 

participate in the decision making of how public money is allocated in NYC.  Information can be 

obtained at the Council Member’s office.   

 

NEW BUSINESS  
Frank Skala acknowledged that Bernard Haber has been on the Board for 43 years. He also said that 

last week, Local 1199 members employed by St. Mary’s, picketed and got their point across. Mr. Skala 

requested the school custodian open the windows of the auditorium prior to our meeting.    

 

Mr. Iannece congratulated Bernard Haber on 43 years of incredible service.  Mr. Iannece stated that 

Mr. Haber is the true definition of an outstanding community chairperson.   

 

Janet McEneaney gave an update regarding the issues of increased air traffic noise over north Bayside.  

She stated that residents can forward an email to queensquietskies@aol.com for updates, information 

and meeting dates.   Mr. Iannece stated that Senator Avella and Assembly Member Braunstein are 

working on this issue. Andy Rothman stated that this is a very complicated subject and Senator Avella 

and Assembly Member Braunstein, are trying to coordinate meetings with U.S. Senators Gillibrand 

and Schumer on this issue.   

 

PUBLIC HEARING  

BSA Cal. No. 67-91 BZ – 260-09 Nassau Boulevard – Gulf Gas Station - An application to renew a 

previously-granted variance for a gas station in a residential zone. The applicant’s representative, Nora 

Martins, stated that this is an application to extend the term of a previously-granted variance.  Ms. 

Martins stated that a gas station has operated at this location since 1940.  There were no registered 

public speakers.  There were no questions from the general public. Joan Garippa, Zoning Committee Co-

Chair, read the Committee Report of August 22, 2012.   At the committee meeting, a motion was made 

to recommend approval of the variance for a ten-year term with conditions. The committee voted 

unanimously in favor.  Allan Palzer, Zoning Committee Co-Chair, stated that the time period for the 

renewal of the variance had expired, and said that the applicant had to retrieve documents from the BSA 

and the documents were lost.  Mr. Palzer stated that there were several items that were brought up at the 

Zoning Committee meeting that have now been addressed.  He said that although the arrows for 

directions were put in place, they are only directing traffic “in” and there are no “out” direction arrows.  

Discussion ensued as to the operating hours of the gas station and the convenience store.  A motion was 

made to approve the application with conditions. The motion was seconded by Roy Giusetti. A roll call 

vote was taken resulting in 34 in favor, 1 opposed (In-favor-Behar, Cerezo, Claro, Doster, Euler, Ferrari, 

Fierro-Gladwin, Fried, Garippa, Giusetti, Haber, Haider, Iannece, James, Jethwani, Karahalis, Keit, 

Kim, Koutsouradis, Liatto, Macinick, McEneaney, Meer, Montgomery, Newman, Palzer, Pivawer, 

mailto:queensquietskies@aol.com
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Renner, Rothman, Scherer, Sekdorian, Sollano, Sriram, Yagudaev – Opposed - Skala)  The motion 

carried.  

 

 

 

BSA Cal. No. 30-58 BZ – 184-17 Horace Harding Expressway – Citgo Gas Station – An application 

to renew a previously-granted variance for a gas station in a residential zone. The applicant’s 

representative, Hiram Rothkrug, stated that the applicant has applied to BSA to reopen and extend the 

term of the variance previously-granted in 1994 which expired on October 1, 2004.   He said that a gas 

station has operated at the site since 1958.  Mr. Rothkrug stated that there are outstanding ECB fines and 

explained that if a business has been operating with an expired variance with penalties, the owner can 

apply to reopen the case under the original BSA Calendar Number.   He said that there were two Zoning 

Committee meetings to address the conditions.  Mr. Rothkrug stated that at the second meeting, there 

were several concerns that have now been corrected.  He said that today, the sidewalk repair was 

completed and the rear wall condition was corrected. There were no registered public speakers.  There 

were no questions from the general public.  Christine Haider, Zoning Chair, reviewed the Committee 

Reports of August 27, 2012 and September 24, 2012.    Mrs. Haider stated that the owner has complied 

with many of the conditions on the Committee Report. She said that prior to tonight’s meeting, she made 

a site visit and was happy to see that the sidewalk was paved, but was disappointed because the 

“Mechanic on Wheels” van was still parked on the property and an additional machine was also parked 

on property.  Mrs. Haider stated that the building was painted.  She said at the Committee meeting, a 

motion was made to renew the variance for a period of five years with conditions.  The committee voted 

unanimously in favor. A question and answer period followed. Mr. Haber asked which conditions have 

not been met?  Mrs. Haider said that the fence is still there but that it belongs to the adjacent property, 

the “Mechanic on Wheels” van is still there and the curb cut is still blocked by parked cars. Mr. Euler 

asked Mr. Rothkrug when the owner plans to settle the outstanding fines.  Mr. Rothkrug stated that the 

owner is working with counsel to negotiate settlement.  Joseph Sollano stated that the variance 

previously expired in 2004 and the applicant is applying for a ten-year term.  The Zoning Committee is 

requesting a five-year term therefore, if the granted, would the term start at the expired date or approval 

date? Mr. Rothkrug said the owner has paid significant fines for filing late and it would up to the BSA to 

determine the commencement date of the term. Steven Newman stated that Citgo gets their gasoline 

from Venezuela and President Chavez uses those resources to damage American foreign policy with 

South America, Mr. Newman asked if Citgo planned to purchase gasoline from another source.  Mr. 

Rothkrug stated that Citgo is a national company.  A discussion ensued about the environmental leak 

that happened several years ago that was from the adjacent property.  A motion was made to approve the 

renewal of the variance with a five-year term with conditions.  The motion was seconded by Mohan 

Jethwani. A roll call vote was taken resulting in 30 in favor,  7 opposed (In-favor – Behar, Bind, Claro, 

Doster, Euler, Ferrari, Fried, Garippa, Haber, Haider, Iannece, James, Jethwani, Karahalis, Keit, Kim, 

Koutsouradis, Liatto, Macinick, McEneaney, Meara, Meer, Montgomery, Palzer, Pivawer, Rothman, 

Scherer, Sekdorian, Sollano, Yagudaev – Opposed – Cerezo, Fierro-Gladwin, Giusetti, Newman, 

Renner, Skala, Sriram)  The motion carried.    

 

BSA Cal. No. 85-91 BZ – 204-18 46 Avenue – Bayside Veterinary – An application to renew a 

previously-granted variance for the operation of an animal hospital in a residential zone. The applicant’s 

representative, Carl Sulfaro, stated that this is an application to extend the term of a previously-granted 

variance,  to amend the hours of operation and add an accessory, non-illuminated sign.  Mr. Sulfaro 

said that the owner proposes to extend the hours of operation on Saturday from 9:00 am – noon to 9:00 

am to 7:00 pm to accommodate the demand for service on the weekend.  Mr. Sulfaro stated that the 

proposed sign would be 15 sq. ft.   There were no registered speakers.  There were no questions from 
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the general public.  Christine Haider, Zoning Committee Chair, read the report of September 24, 2012.  

Mrs. Haider said that at the committee meeting, a motion with made to approve the variance for a ten-

year term with conditions. The committee vote was unanimous.  Mrs. Haider stated that Mrs. Seinfeld 

received notice from the owner, Dr. Kaye, that he will replace the sidewalk, repair the concrete 

driveway and paint the eaves.  She said that Dr. Kaye pointed out that it is a security concern if an 

enclosure is built on the side, around the dumpster.    A motion was made to approve the renewal of the 

previously-granted variance with a ten-year term with conditions. The motion was seconded by 

Bernard Haber.  A roll call vote was taken resulting in 37 in favor, 0 opposed (In-favor – Behar, Bind, 

Cerezo, Claro, Doster, Euler, Ferrari, Fierro-Gladwin, Fried, Garippa, Giusetti, Haber, Haider, Iannece, 

James, Jethwani, Karahalis, Keit, Kim, Koutsouradis, Liatto, Macinick, McEneaney, Meara, Meer, 

Montgomery, Newman, Palzer, Pivawer, Renner, Rothman, Scherer, Sekdorian, Skala, Sollano, 

Sriram, Yagudaev) The motion carried.   

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Bernard Haber, Transportation Committee, Co-Chair stated that at the committee meeting of 

September, 19, 2012, there were several items that were reviewed. Mr. Haber stated that the item 

regarding the proposal of the renaming of a street was asked to be brought before the full board.   Mr. 

Haber said that, Thomas Fennell, Boy Scout presented a proposal to rename 214 Lane and 35 Avenue 

for P.S. 41 teacher, Geraldine Cilmi.  Mr. Fennell also, came before the Board a year ago and was 

advised to come back after the individual was deceased for one year.   Mr. Haber stated that a 

committee vote was taken resulting in, six in favor and six opposed.   Mr. Haber stated that the six 

members in favor expressed the support for the renaming and the six members opposed, expressed how 

a dedication should be made in the school rather than outside the school.  Mohan Jethwani made a 

motion to approve the street renaming.  A discussion period ensued among the Board members 

regarding the merit of a street renaming.  Several Board members stated that Ms. Cilmi created a very 

beautiful and educational environment for her students for over 30 years and several Board members 

stated that a dedication in the school would be more touching.  The motion was seconded by Andrew 

Rothman. Several Board members stated that they admired Mr. Thomas Fennell standing up and 

presenting this item to the Board.  A roll call vote was taken resulting in 32 in favor, 2 opposed and 1 

abstention (In favor – Behar, Bind, Cerezo, Claro, Doster, Euler, Ferrari, Fierro-Gladwin, Fried, 

Garippa, Giusetti, Haider, Iannece, James, Jethwani, Karahalis, Keit, Kim, Kousouradis, Liatto, 

Macinick, Meara, Meer, Montgomery, Newman, Renner, Rothman, Scherer, Sekdorian, Sollano, 

Sriram, Yagudaev – Opposed – Haber, McEneaney – Abstain – Pivawer) Steven Newman votes in 

favor but requested that a letter be sent to the school about a dedication in the school.  The motion 

carried. 

 

The meeting was adjourned by Mr. Iannece at 9:15 pm.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              


