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COMMUNITY BOARD 11 QUEENS 
The City of New York 

 
 
 
 
 
 MINUTES  OF  COMMUNITY  BOARD  11  REGULAR  MEETING 
 
DATE:  January 4, 2010    PLACE: M.S .158 (Marie Curie) 
      46-35 OCEANIA  STREET 
      BAYSIDE, NY  11361    
      
ATTENDANCE: 
 
Jerry Iannece, Chair  Present  George Karahalis               Absent 
Edith Basom      Absent          Gordon Keit           Present 
Daniel Berrios   Present  Eileen Kenny     Absent 
Lana Bind   Absent  Incha Kim    Present 
Rose Bruno        Absent  Franklyn Lloyd                Present 
Edward Braunstein  Present            Susan Macinick   Present 
Robert Caloras  Present  Janet McEneaney    Present 
Ocelia Claro   Present  Melvyn Meer    Present 
James Colasante  Present  Eileen Miller    Present 
Paul DiBenedetto  Present   David Millet    Absent 
Edward Doster  Absent  Victor Mimoni    Present 
Henry Euler   Present  Steven Newman    Present 
Mario Ferazzoli  Present  Dennis Novick   Present 
JoAnn Ferrari   Present  Allan Palzer    Present 
Lee Fiorino               Absent             Stephen Pivawer    Present 
Jack Fried            Present  John Rosse      Absent 
Joan Garippa   Present     Andrew Rothman    Present 
Roy Giusetti   Present  Christina Scherer   Present 
Bernard Haber    Present  Gary Sekdorian    Absent 
Christine Haider  Present  Frank Skala     Present 
Zion Halili   Present          Mamie Smith     Present 
Joseph Hellmann                Present   Joseph Sollano    Present 
Laura James                  Present  Robert Speranza   Present 
Mohan Jethwani  Present            Stephen Tong    Present 
      Alex Yagudaev   Present  
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ALSO PRESENT: 
Susan Seinfeld   District Manager, Community Board 11 
Linda Vallerugo  Assistant District Manager, Community Board 11 
Hon. Mark Weprin  23rd  Council District  
Claudia Filomena  Mayor’s Office of Community Assistance 
Dan Getman   Representing Congressman Gary Ackerman 
David Fischer   Representing Assemblywoman Ann-Margaret Carrozza 
Alex Beerman   Representing Councilman Mark Weprin 
Felix Martinez   Queens District Attorney’s Office 
D.I. Scott Hanover  111th Precinct 
P.O. Gary Poggiali  111th Precinct 
Michael Athy   Principal, Bayside H.S.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:35 PM by Jerry Iannece, Chair.   
 
Councilman Mark Weprin addressed the Board and thanked everyone for their support during his 
campaign. He stated that he is honored to be elected to City Council and looks forward to working 
on the important issues in the community such as District 26 and senior programs. He reported 
that his new office is located at 73-03 Bell Blvd.  He welcomed all to contact him regarding any 
issues or concerns.  
 
Jerry Iannece announced that Linda Vallerugo, Assistant District Manager, will be retiring in 
January.  He thanked her for her years of service on the staff at CB11 and wished her well in the 
future.  
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
1. Susan Bazel, resident of the Douglaston Hill Historic District, spoke about the trend of cutting 
down trees on private property and requested a tree ordinance to protect the trees and the natural 
beauty of the area. Many large old trees are being cut down by new homeowners. She suggested 
that, as in some other communities, permits be required to cut down trees of a certain diameter as 
well as a limit on the number of trees that can be cut down. 
 
2. Anthony Naletelic gave an update on the church at 26-18 210 Street. He reported that there has 
been a re-audit of the plans by the Dept. of Buildings and based on that audit, it is his 
understanding, that the plans for this proposed facility are going to be revoked. DOB extended a 
ten day Notice to Revoke, which allows the applicant to file a reconsideration or resolve the 
objections.  Mr. Naletelic hopes that this will finally put a stop to the out of character 
development of the church. 
 
3. David Solano reported that teachers are being taken out of the classroom to grade exams for 
students in elementary and middle schools. DOE has an additional mandate this year  which 
requires that each school provide a certain number of teachers. If a school does not provide the 
teachers, the principal must pay $3,000 for every teacher not provided. Mr. Solano stressed that 
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action needs to be taken on this issue. DOE has to be asked to look at other resources for grading 
the tests instead of taking teachers out of classrooms.     
 
D.I. Hanover spoke about traffic problems at the intersection of Springfield Blvd. and the Horace 
Harding Expwy. He noted that there are an additional 3,000 students at Queensborough 
Community College this semester, which increases the number of vehicles. Police are monitoring 
the area, and the worst time is during the morning rush hour.  He asked for the assistance of the 
community to avoid the intersection if at all possible, not to double park and especially not to 
block the box at the intersection when the light changes.  
 
Jerry Iannece noted that we are at dangerously low number of police officers due to NYPD 
budgetary issues. It is important that we remain vigilant and maintain the level of officers we 
presently have at the 111th Pct.  
 
PRESENTATION 
Joyce Mulvaney, Public Affairs Manager of MTA Bridges and Tunnels, Michael Prigge, Facility 
Engineer at the Throgs Neck Bridge and Albert Rivera, General Manager of the Throgs Neck 
Bridge gave an update on the construction at the Throgs Neck Bridge. Mr. Prigge explained that 
the northbound approach is essentially finished, and they are now working on the southbound 
approach. Under this project, they will be replacing all the decks with new steel reinforced 
concrete decks, making extensive steel structure improvements, rehabilitate the retaining walls 
and remove all lead based paint. At this point, approximately 60% of the project is complete and 
the project is operating two to three months ahead of schedule. In January, rather than waiting 
until Spring, they will begin an aggressive schedule of demolition work in the hub area of the 
Clearview entrance to the bridge. The remaining work will be done in three stages. Stage I is the 
CIP approach towards Queens, which will begin shortly. They will be closing the western most 
part of the bridge and keep two lanes of traffic open both northbound and southbound on the 
CVE. Stage II will follow in mid March, closing one of the two exit lanes onto the CIP.  Stage III 
will be closing the lane occupied during Stage II and again maintain one lane of traffic on the CIP 
ramp. That phase will start in May and be completed by the July 4th holiday. Overall completion 
of the project is forecast for Spring 2011.  Joyce Mulvaney noted that they will continue to keep 
the Community Board and elected officials informed of any changes, extensive air quality testing 
is ongoing and they continue to coordinate work with the Whitestone Bridge project. For more 
information, individuals can visit www.MTA.info, which also provides traffic advisory alerts. It 
was pointed out that they are maintaining a single lane entrance from the CIP, and may leave it as 
one lane because accidents have decreased dramatically. A lengthy question and answer period 
followed.  
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES  
Frank Skala noted a correction to the Quarterly Motion Report. Under the motion to accept the 
Capital and Expense Budget priority submissions for FY2011, it should read that Frank Skala 
voted in opposition.   
 
The minutes of December 7, 2009 were accepted as written. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
The 111th Precinct Council will hold its next community meeting on January 5th at 7:30 PM. 
 
Fairway has signed a lease with the Douglaston Shopping Center.  Waldbaum’s will be leaving in 
March.  Fairway will have possession in May and then begin some expansion improvements. 
Hopefully, they will be opening shortly after that time.  
 
Jerry Iannece regretfully announced that Tom Compagna, of the Queens Borough President’s 
office, passed away recently. He worked as an engineer for the Borough President for many years 
and will be missed.  
 
Jane Bentivenga, of the CB11 staff, has been out of the office for the last few months due to 
surgery.  She is on the mend and should be returning shortly coinciding with Linda leaving the 
office. We send our best wishes for a speedy recovery. 
 
Jerry Iannece reported that since last month’s meeting, CB11 sent a letter to City Planning in 
support of the Streetscape Text Amendment, another letter was sent to the Dept. of Buildings 
regarding residential cement testing, as well as a letter to Dept. of Education in opposition to the 
ban on bake sales.    
 
COMMUNITY BOARD MEMBER DISCUSSION 
Henry Euler noted that CB11’s Environmental Committee had addressed the issue of preservation 
of trees on private property a few years ago and passed a resolution on this issue. He suggested 
that we lobby our elected officials regarding this matter. He also gave an update on the 
Auburndale/Oakland Gardens/Hollis Hills rezoning and reported that the issue of a commercial 
overlay from 165 St. to 192 St. at Northern Blvd. has been resolved, and the area will remain R2.  
However, the issues of a manufacturing zone at Station Rd. and the single family attached zone 
have still not been resolved.  Certification is expected to be in April, and he thanked all involved 
for their help. 
 
Jerry Iannece commented that it was CB11 who made the recommendation to City Planning to 
leave the commercial overlay out, keep it as is under a special planning process, and that Station 
Road was used as an example.  Regarding the trees, it is something we should lobby our elected 
officials for legislation on preserving old trees on private property. 
 
Frank Skala stated that if a tree is on private property the homeowner should have the right to 
remove the tree.  He also reported that St. Mary’s Hospital for Children has a new $27 million 
plan for expansion which the community has not yet reviewed. Lastly, he stated that flyers have 
been mailed out for our annual holiday party which will be held on Sunday, January 10th at 1 PM 
at Bourbon Street.  He needs to know who plans to attend so if there is a cancellation due to snow, 
people can be notified.  
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Susan Macinick reported that there is a new youth program sponsored by Citizens Corp Council 
for youths interested in emergency management, grades 9 to 11.  CERT also has eight “Ready 
New York” presenters, which have been fingerprinted and will able to make presentations in the 
Board of Education schools. CERT has expanded their area of responsibility to include the 109th 
Precinct and will make a presentation at the 109th Precinct Council meeting on Wednesday, 
January 13th.  
 
Jerry Iannece praised the work of our CB11 CERT team. 
 
Melvyn Meer commented on the issue of teachers being taken out of the classroom to grade test 
scores. He suggested that DOE has some alternatives. There are teachers referred to as ATR, 
which could be available for assignment. These teachers are in good standing but in excess 
because programs or schools have been closed down. Other teachers, who have been accused of 
wrong doings and waiting for hearings, are sent to the “rubber room” at full salary, not doing 
anything.  Schools should not be fined and spend funds which otherwise could be used for 
classroom education. Mr. Meer asked that this issue be referred to the Education Committee for 
review and if possible, report back to the full Board next month.    
 
Jerry Iannece asked that the Education Committee Co-Chairs review this issue and report back to 
us next month with perhaps a resolution as to what, if any, action should be taken by CB11.  
 
Joseph Hellmann reported that a few years ago a landscaping criteria report was submitted to LPC 
regarding landscaping and mature trees in Douglas Manor and this report would be a model for 
other communities.  There has been no action taken by LPC.  He proposed that we send them a 
letter to take action on that plan. Bernard Haber stated that LPC rules are that no tree can be 
removed in a landmark area which is  over 12” in diameter. LPC must approve them for removal 
on private property. 
 
Joseph Hellmann noted that when the storm sewer project started on Northern Blvd. a few years 
ago there were stakeholder meetings that local residents could attend.  Jerry Iannece explained that 
the Oakland Ravine Project is in the final stages.  He recently attended a meeting dealing with the 
actual perimeter of Oakland Lake, but we will try to get some updated information in writing and 
send it to the Board members.  Joseph Sollano asked, in conjunction with the completion of the 
project, if we can get the roadway on Northern Blvd. repaired.   
 
Victor Mimoni, as the Parks Committee Co-Chair, requested that when they replace the trees, they 
should be replaced with the same type of large growing Oak trees that were removed.  He 
responded to Frank Skala’s previous comments on trees stating that we live in the City with 
zoning restrictions, which limit your ability to do what you want to do on your property. He noted 
that there is a general public benefit to large trees.   
  
Paul DiBenedetto reported that he delivered the opening remarks at Dan Halloran’s inauguration   
for the Bayside Historical Society.  In his welcoming speech, he stressed the need to fight 
overdevelopment, to recognize that our district has buildings and areas worthy of landmarking and 
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to expand the relationship between CB11 and the council office.  Mr. DiBenedetto also noted that 
legislation to preserve large trees on residential property is not a new idea and exists in many 
other locations around the country. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORT 
Melvyn Meer, Chair of the ad-hoc Committee, gave a report on the meeting regarding the Bayside 
High School sign.  Mr. Meer reported that the committee reviewed the law and came to the 
following conclusions: 1) The sign is illegal and should be turned off and removed as soon as 
possible.2) If the sign remains pursuant to the Commissioner’s “interpretation,” that community 
facilities can have illuminated signs, our community and all communities are exposed to an 
explosion of illuminated signs defacing the neighborhoods. 3) All discussion concerning who may 
like or dislike the sign, as well as to the sign’s functionality are irrelevant in the face of its 
illegality. 4) The ad-hoc Committee Chair should seek a meeting with the Bayside H.S. Principal 
for the purpose of explaining the committee position and seeking his cooperation.  Mr. Meer 
noted that he did have a lengthy phone conversation with the Principal. 5) The Community Board 
Chair and the Chair of the ad-hoc Committee should seek a meeting with Commissioner 
Gluckman with a view to his reconsideration of the sign approval.  Mr. Meer reported that 
Bayside H.S. has turned the sign off pending a final determination by the Buildings Department.  
Mr. Athy, Principal of Bayside H.S., was present at the Board meeting and stated that he had 
attended our meeting tonight to listen to what the community had to say. Discussion followed and 
concerns were raised that the sign is a dangerous distraction, violates zoning and could add to a 
proliferation of signs in our community. Motion (10-01) was made to adopt the report of the ad-
hoc Committee. Roll call vote was taken resulting in 32 in favor (Berrios, Braunstein, Claro, 
Colasante, DiBenedetto, Euler, Ferazzoli, Ferrari, Fried, Garippa, Giusetti, Haider, Hellmann, 
Iannece, James, Jethwani, Keit, Kim, Lloyd, Macinick, Meer, Miller, Novick, Palzer, Pivawer, 
Rothman, Scherer, Skala, Smith, Sollano, Speranza, Tong), and 6 abstentions (Caloras, Haber, 
Halili, Mimoni, Newman, Yagudaev).   
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM.  
 


