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MINUTES OF COMMUNITY BOARD 11  

GENERAL BOARD MEETING                  

 

DATE:  December  3, 2012                                                  PLACE: M.S. 158  

          46-35 OCEANIA STREET 

          BAYSIDE, NY 11361 

ATTENDANCE: 
Jerry Iannece, Chair Present Anthony Koutsouradis Present 

Edith Basom Present Robert Liatto Present 

Steven Behar Present Susan Macinick Absent 

Daniel Berrios Absent Janet McEneaney Absent 

Lana Bind Present Thomas Meara Absent 

Susan Cerezo Absent Melvyn Meer Present 

Ocelia Claro  Present Eileen Miller Present 

Paul DiBenedetto Present Douglas Montgomery Present 

Edward Doster Present Steven Newman Present 

Henry Euler Present Dennis Novick Present 

Mario Ferazzoli Present Allan Palzer Present 

JoAnn Ferrari Absent Chris Petallides Present 

Sonya Fierro-Gladwin Absent Stephen Pivawer Present 

Lee Fiorino Absent Elizabeth Renner Present 

Jack Fried Present Andrew Rothman Present 

Joan Garippa Present Christina Scherer Present 

Roy Giusetti Present Gary Sekdorian Present 

Bernard Haber Present Frank Skala Present 

Christine Haider Present Mamie Smith Absent 

Zion Halili Present Joseph Sollano Present 

Laura James Present Robert Speranza Absent 

Mohan Jethwani Present Jyothi Sriram Absent 

George Karahalis Present Teddy Teng Present 

Gordon Keit Present Alex Yagudaev Present 

Incha Kim Present   

 

ALSO PRESENT: 

Susan Seinfeld District Manager, Community Board 11 

Christina Coutinho Community Assistant, Community Board 11 

Mark Weprin  Council Member  

P.O. William Conway  111
th

 Precinct, Community Affairs 

P.O. Keith O’Donnell Community Affairs Bureau   

Mark Scott  Representing Queens Borough President Helen Marshall 

Paige Waranis  Representing Council Member Dan Halloran  

Claudia Filomena   Representing the Office of the Mayor  

David Fischer  Chief of Staff for Assembly Member Ed Braunstein  

Alen R. Beerman  Representing Council Member Mark Weprin  

Volodymyr Bakhnak Representing Senator Tony Avella  

Austin Shafran   Representing the Office of Governor Andrew Cuomo 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm by Chairman, Jerry Iannece.  

 

Mr. Iannece invited Boy Scouts Jason Steinhart and Joshua Steinhart to lead the Board in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  

 

Mr. Iannece introduced Council Member Mark Weprin who wished everyone happy holidays and 

spoke about several different items that have taken place over the past few months.  



 

2 | December 3, 2 0 1 2 -  C B 1 1 Q  - G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s   

 

P.O. William Conway gave an update on the current burglary patterns that are taking place in 

Northeast Queens.   Officer Conway stated that the residential target area is the Long Island 

Expressway to Northern Blvd.   He said that if a civic leader or board member is interested in starting a 

neighborhood watch group, they can call the Community Affairs Office at 718-279-5295.  

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Nycholas Hynes, Public Information Officer for FEMA, spoke about Federal Disaster assistance for 

homeowners, renters and business. 

 

Tim Vance, Vice President, Weeks Woodland Homeowners Association, gave an update on the law- 

suit with St. Mary’s.  

 

Alen Beerman, Community Assistant, Council Member Mark Weprin’s office, stated that this would 

be his last meeting before retiring and he praised CB 11 for their professionalism and Jerry Iannece, in 

particular, as an excellent leader for the community board.  

 

PRESENTATION  

P.O. Keith O’Donnell, Community Affairs Bureau, gave a presentation on personal safety.  

 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES  

Jerry Iannece asked for additions or corrections to the minutes of the November 5th meeting. The 

minutes were approved as written. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Jerry Iannece made the following announcements:  

 

Mr. Iannece presented Community Service Award from the Borough President to Dennis Novick, 2
nd

 

Vice Chair, for 15 years of service.  

 

All complaints regarding damaged trees or damaged sidewalks due to Hurricane Sandy have to be 

submitted to 3-1-1.    

 

Last month at the Borough Hall meeting there was a review of how all the City Agencies handled 

Hurricane Sandy.  Mr. Iannece stated that the DSNY, NYPD and FDNY did a spectacular job.   

 

Residents can obtain information on the Home Energy Assistance Program (H.E.A.P.) through the 

Borough President’s Office.  

 

The 111
th

 Precinct conducts their Council Meeting on the first Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm.  

 

Robert Caloras will be stepping down as a Board Member because he was recently sworn in as a Civil 

Court Judge. 

  

The Bayside Hills Civic Association Holiday Lighting Ceremony will be on December 9
th

.  

 

The Bayside Village Bid Holiday Lighting Ceremony will be on December 8
th

.  

 

Condolences were given for the passing of former Board Member, David Millet’s wife, Marion Millet.  
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Mr. Iannece stated that prior to tonight’s meeting, he attended a Borough Board Meeting and a 

proposal for a soccer stadium in Flushing Meadow Park was presented.   Mr. Iannece said  that there 

was a show of opposition about giving away parkland to a private entity.  

  

NEW BUSINESS  
Frank Skala stated that if board members were interested, he was willing to organize a holiday party.  

Mr. Iannece suggested that an email be forwarded to the board asking who would be interested in 

attending.  Responses should be forwarded Mr. Skala.  

 

Henry Euler stated the Auburndale Improvement Association received word that there is a problem at 

P.S. 162 and P.S. 130 at drop off and dismissal times.  He said that parents are double parking at these 

locations.   The 111
th

 Precinct and DOT Queens Borough Commissioner, Maura McCarthy, have been 

contacted for support on this matter.    Mr. Euler also stated that the parking situation at Dodge/Jeep, 

Star Nissan and Bayside Imports is still problematic.  Mr. Euler has spoken to P.O. Poggiali on this 

matter.   

 

Laura James stated that a few years ago, yellow striping was placed on the platform of the Little Neck 

Long Island Railroad station.   She said that the striping is causing water buildup, creating flooding and 

slippery conditions on the platform.  She requested that this situation be corrected.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING  

BSA Cal. No. 68-91 BZ – 223-15 Union Turnpike – Gulf Service Station  - An application to renew 

the term of the variance for the operation of an auto service station. The applicant’s representative, 

Nora Martins, stated that the owner has applied to the BSA to extend the term of a variance that 

permits the operation of an automotive service station and waive the Board’s Rules of Practice and 

Procedure since the extension of term application was not filed within thirty days of the variance 

expiration. The application amends the previously-approved plans to legalize certain modifications to 

the interior layout and to permit automotive repair services to be conducted, within the enclosed 

service station building, on Sundays.  Ms. Martins stated that the applicant was proposing hours of 

operation on Sundays from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm. There were no registered public speakers.  There were 

no questions from the general public.  Dennis Novick, Zoning Chair reviewed the committee report.  

Mr. Novick stated that a motion was made to recommend approval with a 10-year term with two 

conditions;   that the Sunday auto repair service be limited to the hours of 10:00 am to 4:00 pm and 

that the chain link fence, with privacy slats, be maintained in good condition. The committee voted 

unanimously in favor of the motion.  A question and answer period followed.   A motion was made to 

approve the application with conditions.   A discussion ensued as to how the committee decided to 

recommend Sunday hours of 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.  Ms. Martins stated that the applicant will not 

amend the application and will apply for 8:00 am to 6:00 pm hours. Steve Behar expressed his 

opposition by stating that the expired variance states Sunday hours of auto repair operation were not 

allowed and for years they have worked on Sundays.  The motion was seconded by Bernard Haber. A 

roll call vote was taken resulting in 31 in favor, 5 opposed (In favor – Basom, Bind, Claro, Doster, 

Ferazzoli, Fried, Garippa, Giusetti, Haber, Haider, Halili, Iannece, James, Jethwani, Karahalis, Keit, 

Kim, Koutsouradis, Liatto, Meer, Miller, Newman, Novick, Palzer, Petallides, Pivawer, Renner, 

Sekdorian, Sollano, Teng, Yagudaev – Opposed – Behar, DiBenedetto, Euler, Montgomery, Rothman)  

The motion carried.  
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BSA Cal. No. 295-12 BZ – 49-33 Little Neck Parkway – Dr. Danoff Dental Office – An application 

to allow an expansion of the existing business in an R1-2 zoning district.  The applicant’s 

representative, Nora Martins, stated that this application is to permit the expansion of an existing 

dentist office located on the first floor of an existing one-story building with a cellar. Ms. Martins said 

that the premises have been occupied as a dentist’s office for over twenty years and Dr. Danoff’s 

daughter is joining the practice.   The variance proposal seeks to demolish the existing attached garage 

to extend the existing dentist office.   The proposal also includes expanding over a rear patio and the 

enlargement of the cellar to match the foot print of the first floor enlargement.  There were no 

registered public speakers.  There were no questions from the general public.  Allan Palzer, Zoning 

Committee Chair, reviewed the committee report.   The committee voted unanimously in favor of the 

motion.  A question and answer period followed.  A motion was made to allow the expansion of an 

existing dental office.  The motion was seconded by Gordon Keit.  A roll call vote was taken resulting 

in 35 in favor, 0 opposed (In-favor- Basom, Behar, Bind, Claro, DiBenedetto, Doster, Euler, Ferazzoli, 

Fried, Garippa, Giusetti, Haber, Haider, Halili, Iannece, James, Jethwani, Karahalis, Keit, Kim, 

Koutsouradis, Liatto, Meer, Miller, Montgomery, Newman, Novick, Palzer, Pivawer, Renner, 

Rothman, Sekdorian, Sollano, Teng, Yagudaev) Chris Petallides recused himself because he is the 

architect for the subject property.  The motion carried.  

 

BSA Cal. No 551-37 BZ – 233-02 Northern Blvd. – Red’s Auto Service – An application to extend 

the term of the variance for the operation of an auto service station in an R1-2 zoning district.  The 

applicant’s representative, Mike Nacmias, with Eric Palatnik, P.C., stated that this service station was 

originally granted by the BSA in 1938 and has since gone through a series of amendments, the most 

recent in 2003, granting the removal of the service pumps.   Mr. Nacmias stated the application is to 

renew the variance with a 10-year term and that at the Zoning Committee meeting of November 15, 

2012, there were some conditions that were discussed that he would like to address. Part of the west 

section of property that is filled with debris and weeds is a mapped but unbuilt street that is City owned 

and the swinging gates access  the adjacent property. There were no registered public speakers.  

Tommy Gavitt, Manager, Red’s Auto Station stated that anything that needed to be done to the 

premises will be corrected.   Joe Sollano, Zoning Committee Chair, reviewed the committee report and 

stated that the property is a mess and the committee requested the term be limited to 5 years.  Mr. 

Sollano reviewed the conditions for the renewal of the variance.  The committee agreed to approve the 

application with conditions. A motion was made to approve the variance with four conditions and a 5-

year term.   A question and answer period followed.  It was stated that there is a lot of debris on the 

property that is City owned.  The motion was seconded by Bernie Haber.   A discussion ensued as to 

the poor condition of the property.   A roll call vote was taken resulting in 27 in favor, 7 opposed and 2 

abstentions (In-favor –  Bind, Claro, Doster, Ferazzoli, Fried, Garippa, Haber, Haider, Halili, Iannece, 

James, Karahalis, Keit, Kim, Liatto, Meer, Miller, Montgomery, Newman, Novick Palzer, Petallides, 

Pivawer, Renner, Sekdorian, Sollano, Yagudaev – Opposed – Behar, DiBenedetto, Euler, Giusetti, 

Koutsouradis, Rothman, Teng – Abstain – Basom, Jethwani) The motion carried.    

 

Mr. Iannece wished everyone a happy holiday.  

 

The meeting was adjourned by Mr. Iannece at 9:10 pm.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              


