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MINUTES OF COMMUNITY BOARD 11  

GENERAL BOARD MEETING 

 

DATE:  April 2, 2012                                                 PLACE: M.S. 158  

          46-35 OCEANIA STREET 

          BAYSIDE, NY 11361 
ATTENDANCE: 

Jerry Iannece, Chair Present  Incha Kim Present  

Edith Basom Present  Anthony Koutsouradis Present 

Steven Behar Present  Robert Liatto Absent 

Daniel Berrios Present  Susan Macinick Present  

Lana Bind Present  Janet McEneaney Present  

Robert Caloras Present  Thomas Meara Present 

Susan Cerezo Present  Melvyn Meer Present  

Ocelia Claro  Present  Eileen Miller Present 

Paul DiBenedetto Present  Douglas Montgomery Present 

Edward Doster Present  Steven Newman Present 

Henry Euler Present  Dennis Novick Present  

Mario Ferazzoli Present  Allan Palzer Present 

JoAnn Ferrari Present  Chris Petallides Present 

Sonya Fierro-Gladwin Present  Stephen Pivawer Present 

Lee Fiorino Present  Elizabeth Renner Present 

Jack Fried Present  Andrew Rothman Present 

Joan Garippa Present  Christina Scherer Present 

Roy Giusetti Present  Gary Sekdorian Absent 

Bernard Haber Present  Frank Skala Present 

Christine Haider Present  Mamie Smith Absent 

Zion Halili Present  Joseph Sollano Present 

Laura James Present  Robert Speranza Absent 

Mohan Jethwani Present  Jyothi Sriram Present 

George Karahalis Present  Teddy Teng Present 

Gordon Keit Present  Alex Yagudaev Present 

 

ALSO PRESENT: 

Susan Seinfeld District Manager, Community Board 11 

Christina Coutinho Community Assistant, Community Board 11 

Captain Tommy Ng  111
th
 Precinct, Executive Officer  

P.O. William Conway 111
th
 Precinct, Community Affairs 

Xavier San Miguel Representing Senator Tony Avella  

Claudia Filomena  Representing the Office of the Mayor 

Alen Beerman  Representing Councilmember Mark Weprin 

Paige Waranis Representing Councilmember Dan Halloran 

John Liu Comptroller  

Barbara Baruch  Representing the Office of the Comptroller  

Anthony Lemma Representing Assemblymember David Weprin  

Edward Braunstein  Assemblymember  

Rory Lancman  Assemblymember  

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm by Chairman, Jerry Iannece.   
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Mr. Iannece introduced the following speakers: 

 

Assemblymember Rory Lancman who stated what geographic area he covers and that his office is 

open to anyone who has any concerns. 

 

Assemblymember Edward Braunstein who stated that the State Budget was passed last Friday and 

discussed some of the items included.  

 

New York City Comptroller, John Liu, discussed several different topics concerning studies and 

recommendations made by the Comptroller’s Office.   A question and answer period from Board 

Members followed.  

 

Captain Tommy Ng, Executive Officer, 111
th

 Precinct, who stated that there has been a slight increase 

in crime in the past 20 day period.   He said that there are two burglary patterns that are currently being 

tracked.    The Captain said that property stolen from vehicles is still problematic.  

 

Julius Wool, Queens Hospital Center, discussed the current issues with budget cuts and the closing of 

hospitals in Queens.  

 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Maria DiLeone, Mandingo Tshaka, Nancy Kupferman, Kim D’Angelo all spoke against the City’s 

proposal to close the Beacon Program.   

 

Jack Tissot stated that a City tree in front of his house was pruned by a City contractor who stripped 

the tree to almost no branches.  Mr. Tissot stated that he reached out to Councilmember Dan Halloran 

and would like the support of the Community Board to find out why the Parks Dept. allows healthy 

trees to be over pruned.    

 

David Solano, Co-President, Bayside High School, asked for the support of the Community Board in 

regard to  the Office of Student Enrollment’s application process and the misuse of the schools’ zoned 

program.   He said that this process is threatening Francis Lewis HS, Cardozo HS, Forest Hills HS and 

Bayside HS.  

 

Jack Oshier stated that “Dog Clean-up” signs are being posted and residents are not obeying the law.  

He also stated that the residents are dumping debris in the Bayside Manor Apartments area.  

 

Barbara Baruch stated that the Office of the Comptroller has placed hand-outs on the piano for those 

who would like information on the New Release on Pension Funds, Tax Lien Sale List, the Big Apple 

RX Prescription Discount Card and the mymoneynyc.com website.  Ms. Baruch stated that if anybody 

had any questions, to please contact the Office of the Comptroller. 

 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES  

Jerry Iannece asked for additions or corrections to the minutes of the March 5
th

 meeting.  The minutes 

were accepted as written.  
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Jerry Iannece made the following announcements: 

 

Councilmember Dan Halloran had a meeting regarding the closing of the Francis Lewis Blvd. Fire 

House for renovations, which Mr. Iannece attended.  Questions were raised and another meeting will 

be scheduled so the FDNY can answer all of the concerns of the CB.  

 

Star Toyota has plans to expand the dealership at Northern Blvd. and the Clearview Expressway.  The 

variance for this location expired in July 2011.   Susan Seinfeld has sent several letters urging them to 

renew their variance.   Sen. Avella has scheduled a meeting with the owners, which Mr. Iannece and 

Mrs. Seinfeld will attend. 

 

About one year ago, the CB Parks Committee discussed the dedication of a section of the Old Oak 

Pond on Douglaston Pkwy and Northern Blvd. for former member Joseph Hellmann.   Mr. Iannece 

stated that Parks Commissioner Adrian Benepe has approved the naming of a section of Old Oak Pond 

to the Joseph B. Hellmann Overlook.   An overlook will be created with fencing and benches.   In the 

next couple of months, a historic plaque will be unveiled. 

 

The DOT is repairing the malls on 46 Avenue.  This is a location that Mary Donahue has advocated for 

and the Board put in the Capital Budget requests for several years.   Mr. Iannece stated that the CB still 

has to continue to work on getting the curbs on Union Turnpike repaired.    

 

All Board Members must hand in their updated contact information and committee assignment 

requests. 

 

The new Board Members introduced themselves; Elizabeth Renner, Bayside, Anthony Koutsouradis, 

Bayside, Douglas Montgomery, Douglaston and Jyothi Sriram, Douglaston.    

 

Congratulations were extended to Aline Euler, of APEC, for receiving an award from the UN in honor 

of Earth Day.    

 

The 111
th

 Precinct Council meeting is Tuesday, April 3 at 7:30pm.  

 

Due to proposed budget cuts, the Dept. of Youth Services is threatening to cut the Beacon Program at 

MS 158.  Teddy Teng, Youth Committee Chair, thanked Ms. Miller, Director of the Beacon Program 

at MS 158, for her outstanding dedication and valuable service.  Mr. Teng read the proposed 

Resolution against the closing of the Beacon Program.  A motion was made to approve the Resolution 

supporting the Beacon Program at MS 158Q.  The motion was seconded by Mel Meer.  A vote by 

show of hands was taken and the Board voted unanimously in favor of the Resolution.  Mr. Iannece 

stated that the CB realizes the importance of the Beacon Program and will forward the approved 

Resolution to the Mayor, Queens Elected Officials and all the appropriate agencies.  

 

NEW BUSINESS  
Frank Skala made a complaint about the scheduling of meetings during Holy Week. He also stated that 

he had a two-hour meeting with the union and staff of St. Mary’s Hospital to help negotiate their union 

contract.  

 

Janet McEneaney spoke about legislation that should be passed concerning where the funds for 

returned bottles and cans should be distributed.  
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Henry Euler congratulated and welcomed the new Board Members.   Mr. Euler stated that the 

community of Auburndale continues to be under-represented on this Board.  He said that there are 

three out of 50 members that represent Auburndale. Mr. Euler stated that he knows of two people that 

applied from Auburndale and never even received the courtesy of a rejection letter.  He asked, moving 

forward, that the individual who makes the decision, to take into account that there are only three 

members for Auburndale.   Mr. Iannece stated that this issue should be directed to the councilmember 

for the area.  

 

Gordon Keit made a comment on how the City can’t seem to find $350,000. to allocate to such a 

valuable program like the Beacon.   

 

PUBLIC HEARING  

BSA No. 808-55 BZ 35-04 Bell Blvd. – Gulf Gas Station.  An application to renew the previously-

granted variance for a service station. The applicant’s representative, Nora Martins, stated that the 

application is for an extension of term of a variance which expired on July 13, 2011.  Ms. Martins said 

that the variance was first granted in 1955 and has been renewed every 10 years with an amendment in 

1990 to add a convenience store and canopy.  There were no registered public speakers.  There were no 

questions from the general public.  Christine Haider, Committee Chair, read the Committee Report of  

March 13, 2012.   A committee vote was taken resulting in nine in favor and one opposed.   A question 

and answer period followed.  Gordon Keit asked who opposed and why?  Frank Skala stated that at the 

Committee Meeting, he voted against the variance because the variance expired in July 2011.  Mr. Skala 

asked why the variance was not renewed before July 2011.  Ms. Martins stated that it was an 

administrative oversight.   She said that the property is separately owned and leased by Cumberland 

Farms.    Mr. Iannece stated that Susan Seinfeld wrote a letter that prompted the owner.  A motion was 

made to approve the renewal of the variance with a 10-year term.  The motion was seconded by Mario 

Ferazzoli.  Discussion ensued as to a penalty for letting the variance expire.  A roll call vote was taken 

resulting in 44 in favor and 1 opposed. (In Favor – Basom, Behar, Berrios,  Bind, Caloras, Cerezo, 

Claro, DiBenedetto, Doster, Euler, Ferazzoli, Ferrari, Fierro-Gladwin, Fiorino, Fried, Garippa, Giusetti, 

Haber, Haider, Halili, Iannece, James, Jethwani, Karahalis, Keit, Kim, Koutsouradis, Macinick, 

McEneaney, Meara, Meer, Miller,  Montgomery, Newman, Novick, Palzer, Petallides, Pivawer, Renner, 

Rothman, Scherer, Sollano,  Sriram, Teng – Opposed –  Skala) The motion carried.  

 

BSA No. 49-12 BZ 34-09 Francis Lewis Blvd. – Powerhouse Gym. An application for a special 

permit to operate a physical culture establishment. The applicant’s representative, Nora Martins, stated 

that the original special permit expired on December 1, 2006 and they are now required to file a new 

application.  Ms. Martins stated that they have five letters of support from local businesses. There were 

no registered public speakers.   There were no questions from the general public.   Christine Haider, 

Committee Chair, read the Committee Report of March 19, 2012.  A committee vote was taken 

resulting in five in favor, one opposed and one abstention.   A question and answer period followed.   It 

was stated that the Certificate of Occupancy expired in 2002 and the Special Permit expired in 2006.   

Janet McEneaney asked about food preparation on premises.  Ms. Martins stated that pre-packaged 

food and protein snacks are available for sale.  Roy Giusetti suggested a 5-year term instead of a 10-

year term.  Paul DiBenedetto asked if the issue of the illegal drugs on premises has been corrected.  

Ms. Martins stated that in 2007, employees were arrested for selling controlled substances and the gym 

was ordered to by closed by the Supreme Court.   She stated that after the incident, Thomas DeCanio 

partnered with James Rappaport.   Mel Meer asked if the applicant would consider a 5-year term?   Ms. 

Martins stated that they are seeking a 10-year term.   Mr. Iannece stated that the Committee’s 

recommendation is for a 5-year term.   A motion was made to approve an application for a 5-year term 
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for a Special Permit for a Physical Culture Establishment.  The motion was seconded by Zion Halili.  

Discussion ensued as to how the applicant was operating with an expired variance since 2006 and 

should apply for a 5-year term.   Mr. Iannece asked the owners of Powerhouse Gym if they would 

agree to apply for a 5-year term instead of a 10-year term.  The owners, James Rappaport and Thomas 

DeCanio, out of good faith, agreed to apply for a 5-year term.  A roll call vote was taken resulting 40 

in favor, 2 opposed, 1 abstained and 2 present (In-favor – Basom, Behar, Berrios, Bind, Cerezo, Claro, 

DiBenedetto, Doster, Euler, Ferazzoli, Ferrari, Fierro-Gladwin, Fiorino, Fried, Garippa, Haber, Haider, 

Halili, Iannece, James, Jethwani, Karahalis, Keit, Kim, Koutsouradis, Macinick, McEneaney, Meara, 

Meer, Miller, Montgomery, Newman, Novick, Palzer, Petallides, Pivawer, Renner, Rothman, Scherer, 

Sollano – Opposed – Skala, Sriram – Abstain – Giusetti – Present – Caloras, Teng) The motion carried.  

 

The meeting was adjourned by Mr. Iannece at 9:37 pm.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              


