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COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
To:          Board Members 
From:   East Flushing/North Bayside Zoning Committee: Chris tine Haider, 
Chair  
Re:             BSA Cal. No. 887-54 BZ – 218-01 Northern Blvd. 
                 BP Gas Station/7-11 Convenience St ore 
Date: May 3, 2010 
 
On Monday, April 26, 2010 the Committee met to discuss the above referenced 
application to the NYC Board of Standards and Appeals. Present from the Committee 
were: Christine Haider, Chair, Henry Euler, Frank Skala, Paul DiBenedetto, James 
Colasante, Susan Macinick, Ed Braunstein, Mohan Jethwani, Andy Rothman, and 
Community member, Dina Quondamatteo.  District Manager, Susan Seinfeld and Mark 
Scott from the Borough Presidents’ office. The property owner was represented by Eric 
Palatnik. Residents adjacent to the property attended.  
 
Mr. Palatnik explained that the gas station, which is zoned C2-2, is owned by Gaseteria 
Gas Co. whose owners are the Porcelli Family.  They operate a BP Gas Station and a 
7-Eleven retail store on the site that is open 24 hours.  A gas station has been operated 
at this location since 1954. They want to renew their special permit which expires in 
September 2010. There will be no renovations to the site. 
 
Concerns of the Residents who attended:   

1. Teenagers hanging around at night. 
2. High volume noise from vehicle radios while filling gas tanks.  
3. Litter on neighbors’ property. 
4. Trees not trimmed adjacent to the homeowner’s property. 
5. Snow not cleaned on 218th Street side of property. 
6. Garbage on 218th Street and on Northern Blvd. 
7. Rear gate always open (area used for storage). 
8. Warning sign on gate state that it is a C02 storage area. 
9. Electric meters on 218th Street 
10.  Carter drives over sidewalk to retrieve dumpster 

 
Much discussion followed as to what could be done to respond to these concerns.  The 
residents say that they have complained to the people on the premises to no avail.   Mr. 
Palatnik stated that the gas station and the 7-Eleven store are operated by two different



people.  He stated that he would be speaking with the owner, Mario Porcelli, about 
these concerns and knows that the owner wants to correct them.  In the meantime, Mr. 
Palatnik gave the residents his card with his phone number, so that they can reach him.   
 
Frank Skala stated that although the station is clean he would only recommend an 
extension for 2 years. Henry Euler suggested that a security guard be on premises from 
8:00 PM to 2:00 AM (Friday & Saturday) in the summer evenings to monitor and call the 
Police if necessary.   
 
Frank Skala made a motion, seconded by Henry Euler to extend the length of the 
special permit for 5 years with the following conditions: 

� Security Guard on premises from 8 PM to 2 AM Friday and Saturday summer 
evenings to monitor the station for noise and loitering and call the Police, if 
necessary.  

� Snow must be removed on 218th Street 
� Clean up garbage on station before it blows onto neighboring property. 
� Trim the trees behind the gas station.  
� Lock the gate to the CO2 tank so that no storage can pile up there. 
� Carter must retrieve dumpster properly at curbside  

 
The Committee voted against the five year term, six to disapprove (Haider, Rothman, 
Braunstein, Colasante, Jethwani, Quandamatteo) and 4 to approve (Macinick, Euler, 
DiBenedetto, Skala).  

 
Discussion followed about the station applying for their extension in a timely manner. 
The committee wanted to have the owner of the property agree to do these items in 
writing. 
 
Dina Quondamatteo made a motion, seconded by Ed Braunstein to extend the length 
of the special permit for 10 years with the same conditions given above. The Committee 
voted to approve this motion granting the variance with a vote of eight  to approve 
(Haider, Colasante, Rothman, Macinick, Braunstein, DiBenedetto, Jethwani, 
Quandamatteo) and two votes against (Skala, Euler).       
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