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MINUTES OF COMMUNITY BOARD 11 REGULAR MEETING 

 
DATE:  May 3, 2010  PLACE: M. S. 158  
      46-35 OCEANIA STREET 
      BAYSIDE, NY 11361 
ATTENDANCE: 
Jerry Iannece, Chair Present  Gordon Keit Present 
Edith Basom Present Eileen Kenny Present 
Steven Behar Present Incha Kim Present 
Daniel Berrios Absent Franklyn Lloyd Present 
Lana Bind Present Susan Macinick Present 
Edward Braunstein Present Janet McEneaney Present 
Rose Bruno Present Thomas Meara Present 
Robert Caloras Absent Melvyn Meer Present 
James Colasante Present Eileen Miller Present 
Paul DiBenedetto Absent David Millet Absent 
Edward Doster Present Victor Mimoni Present 
Henry Euler Present Steven Newman Present 
Mario Ferazzoli Absent Dennis Novick Present 
JoAnn Ferrari Present Allan Palzer Present 
Lee Fiorino Present Stephen Pivawer Present 
Jack Fried Present Andrew Rothman Present 
Joan Garippa Present Christina Scherer Present 
Roy Giusetti Present Gary Sekdorian Present 
Bernard Haber Present Frank Skala Present 
Christine Haider Present Mamie Smith Present 
Zion Halili Present Joseph Sollano Present 
Joseph Hellmann Present Robert Speranza Present 
Laura James Present Kimon Thermos Present 
Mohan Jethwani Present Stephen Tong Present 
George Karahalis Present Alex Yagudaev Present 
 
 
 
 



2 
 

ALSO PRESENT: 
Susan Seinfeld District Manager, Community Board 11 
Anthony Lemma Representing Assemblyman David Weprin  
Claudia Filomena Mayor’s  Community Assistance Unit 
Michael Agnello Representing Parks and Recreation    
Janice Melnick Northeastern Queens Park Administrator 
Mark Scott Representing Queens Borough President Helen Marshall 
Alan Beerman Representing Councilmember Mark Weprin, District 23 
David Fischer  Representing Assemblywoman Ann-Margaret Carrozza 
Deputy Inspector Hanover  111th Precinct  
P. O. Bill Conway 111th Precinct, Community Affairs  
John Dorsa Representing Comptroller John Liu 
Dan Halloran Councilmember -District 19  
Dennis Ring Representing Councilmember Dan Halloran 
Gene McSweeney Representing Assemblywoman Ann-Margaret Carrozza 
Mark Weprin 
Peter Koo 

Councilmember -District 23 
Councilmember-District 20 

Kathleen McGrath Recording Secretary (temporary) 
 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:35 PM by Jerry Iannece, Chair.  
Mr. Iannece announced that Deputy Inspector Hanover, Commanding Officer of the 111 Precinct has 
been promoted to Executive Officer of the Traffic Control Division.  Captain Ronald Leyson will take 
his place.  Deputy Inspector Hanover thanked CB11 for their support during his tenure at the 111 
Precinct.   
 
PUBLIC HEARING   
218-01 Northern Boulevard – BP Service Station 
BSA Cal. No. 887-54 BZ 
An application filed with the Board of Standards and Appeals to extend the term of a previously 
granted variance for a period of ten years.   
Mr. Eric Palatnik, attorney for the applicant, presented the application for a 10-year variance for the 
BP gas station and 7-Eleven convenience store. He stated that it has been operating relatively trouble 
free and is well maintained. He knew that some residents have expressed concerns about noise from 
the site, specifically from people playing their car radios loudly while at the station. Other concerns 
were trash storage items left between the building and the adjacent residence. He spoke with the 
Porcelli family, owners of the station, and they will address these issues. 
 
Registered to speak: 
Esther Lo stated that in her opinion, the building is too large and there is insufficient lighting around 
the building creating an unsafe condition at night.  There is overgrown shrubbery that is not 
maintained.  There is garbage strewn around the building and rodents have been seen in the area.  
Trucks make deliveries every night between 10 and 11 PM.  She spoke to the manager of the store 
and was told he could do nothing about the truck delivery schedule.  She also reported many incidents 
of excessive noise, that she has contacted the Councilmember and called 311. The employee at 7-
Eleven told her to call the 111th Precinct and the issues have still not been resolved.  In her opinion, 
the BP gas station is not a good neighbor.   
 
Christine Haider presented the Committee’s report. She explained that the concerns brought to the 
Committee from the local residents were as follows: excessive noise, teenagers using the 7-Eleven as 
a hangout at night, litter on neighbors’ properties, trees have not been trimmed, garbage on 218th 
Street and Northern Blvd., storage of CO2 tanks on the property, dumpster on the property is not near 
the street (it was suggested that the dumpster be brought to the truck to be emptied) and late night 
deliveries.  Suggestions were made to resolve these problems.  Frank Skala made a motion to limit the 
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length of the variance to 5 years with conditions.  The Committee voted to disapprove the 5-year 
term.  Dina Quondamatteo made a motion to extend the length of the permit to 10 years with 
conditions.  The Committee voted to approve the motion.  Since the meeting the Committee received 
a letter from Mario Porcelli stating that he is committed to resolving the problems raised at the 
Committee meeting.  The neighbors were made aware of the owner’s personal involvement and 
seemed to be satisfied with the resolution of the issues.  The motion before CB11 is to approve the 
application for a 10-year variance with conditions. CB11 members asked questions of the Committee 
and the applicant.  The motion was seconded.  Discussion followed.  The vote was taken resulting in 
25 opposed (Behar, Euler, Ferrari, Garippa, Giusetti, Halili, Hellmann, James, Jethwani, Karahalis, 
Kim, Macinick, McEneaney, Meer, Mimoni, Novick, Pivawer, Scherer, Sekdorian, Skala, Smith, 
Sollano, Speranza, Thermos, Tong), 19 in favor (Basom, Bruno, Colasante, Doster, Fiorino, Fried, 
Haber, Haider, Iannece, Keit, Kenny, Lloyd, Meara, Miller, Newman, Palzer, Rothman, Yagudaev), 
the motion was not carried.  An alternate motion was made and seconded to accept the variance for a 
5-year term with conditions.  The vote was taken resulting in 26 in favor (Basom, Behar, Braunstein, 
Colasante, Euler, Fiorino, Garippa, Giusetti, Halili, Hellmann, Iannece, Jethwani, Karahalis, Kim, 
Lloyd, Macinick, Meara, McEneaney, Meer, Miller, Rothman, Scherer, Sekdorian, Sollano, Speranza, 
Thermos, Yagudaev) and 16 opposed (Bruno, Doster, Ferrari, Fried, Haber, Haider, James, Keit, 
Kenny, Newman, Novick, Palzer, Pivawer, Skala, Smith, Tong). This motion was carried.    
 
Mr. Iannece introduced Council Member Mark Weprin who announced that his office is located at 
73rd Ave. and Bell Boulevard and phone is (718) 468-0137.  He discussed the City Council’s 
establishment of the co-op and condo caucus that handles issues such as water rate, tax rates, and 
responsibilities of boards.  He announced “Pets and Pals” activity at Alley Pond Park on May 16th.   
     
Mr. Iannece introduced Council Member Peter Koo who discussed the state of our economy and 
NYC’s projected budgets.  He announced his office is located at 135-27 38th Avenue, Flushing and 
the phone is (718) 888-8747.   
 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

1. Brenda Harper registered to speak about 204th Street and 45th Road.  She reported that 
between 48th Avenue and Northern Boulevard are about 8 intersections and motorists speed 
on 204th Street. Also, between 45th Ave and 45th Road, the natural curve prevents the driver 
from seeing traffic coming down 204th Street.  There are too many accidents at 45th Road.  
She proposed speed bumps or stop signs be placed to slow the traffic down on 204th Street. 

2. Diane Ambrose spoke about a proposed one-way for 207th Street which is a small side street 
between 47th Ave and 48th Ave.  She assumed that 208th Street then would be one-way in the 
other direction.  She raised concerns about traffic congestion, parked cars and the stop light at 
Oceania St. that most motorists tend to avoid.  She requested additional data be provided 
before 207th Street is made one-way.   

3. Patricia Twining was registered to speak about Tony Roma’s at Bay Terrace.  She reported 
her concerns about Tony Roma’s construction of an outdoor patio which will impact the local 
residents negatively.    

 
 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES AND CORRESPONDENCE 
Mr. Iannece asked for additions and/or amendments to the minutes of April 5, 2010.  Frank Skala had 
10 editorial suggestions for amendments.  Mr. Iannece suggested that Mr. Skala submit the 
information to the District Manager for correction.   The minutes were accepted.  
  
CORRESPONDENCE  
Mr. Iannece announced that on Tuesday, May 4 at 7 pm in front of the 111th Precinct there will be a 
ceremony for the renaming of 215th Street to “Sol Soskin Way.”  
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The Little Neck – Douglaston Memorial Day Parade will start at 2:00 PM on Monday, May 31 
starting in Nassau county going to St. Anastasia’s Church.  The Bayside Hills Civic Association will 
be celebrating Memorial Day on Saturday, May 29, at the flag pole on 53rd Ave and Bell Boulevard.  
College Point will have their Memorial Day celebration on Sunday, May 30 and Whitestone does 
their celebration on Monday, May 31, Memorial Day.   
 
It was announced that there will be an Executive Session to discuss staff and salaries at the end of this 
meeting.   
 
Mr. Iannece announced that CB 13 received a written response from NYC Corporation Counsel in 
regard to the issue of the swastika placed on campaign mailings.  The response supported his opinion 
discussed at the April 5th CB11 meeting.  
 
Mr. Iannece pointed out that during the April 5th CB11 meeting, when Dan Halloran discussed the 
Ocelia Claro issue he denied that there was a power struggle between Mr. Iannece and himself.   In 
the Chronicle, in a letter to the editor, Dan Halloran wrote the opposite.  Mr. Iannece reiterated that 
the Ocelia Claro issue is over, there is no power struggle.  
 
It was announced that the annual Queens Biathlon is scheduled for May 16 in Alley Pond Park.   
 
COMMUNITY BOARD MEMBER DISCUSSION AND NEW BUSINESS  
Mr. Henry Euler reported that Auburndale, Oakland Gardens, Hollis Hills rezoning was not certified 
on April 26 but was told by John Young that it would be certified in May, without a specific date.  
There are problems in the Station Road Civic Association area in CB 7. Mr. Iannece will write a letter 
to Amanda Burden and John Young and ask them to go forward with the application in CB 11. 
Christine Haider agreed with Henry Euler about his concern for the rezoning plan. She said that there 
is a closed meeting Thursday, May 13 between the Dept. of City Planning and Council Members 
involved regarding the application.   Dennis Novick suggested that a letter be written directly to the 
Mayor with a copy to Amanda Burden requesting the certification go forward. Mr. Iannece suggested 
CB 11 members make telephone calls and write letters.   
 
Mr Euler announced a prayer service will take place on Sunday, May 23 at 3:00 PM at 46th Avenue 
between 164 & 165th Street, opposite the Flushing Cemetery to honor the 1,000 people who were 
buried on this site.   
 
Susan Macinick gave a CERT update.  On April 3, there were thirteen members who participated in 
the Bayside Hills Civic Association Easter egg hunt.  On April 17, CERT had training with the 
FDNY.  Members participated in a waterfront cleanup day.  CERT is setting up a community 
preparedness workshop at the Bayside Senior Center on     June 26.   
 
Frank Skala asked for an update on the variance for the Seville Diner property.  Mr. Iannece said 
BSA and the Parks Department had some concerns and any decisions have been postponed. CB 11 
approved the requested 15-year variance with conditions at the March 1 meeting.     
 
A question was raised about the possibility of sending out the handouts for the meetings by email 
instead of hard copies.  Mr. Iannece pointed out if email was used too often, some things may be 
inadvertently overlooked and suggested it should be discussed in the future.   
 
Andy Rothman reported that he went to a meeting of the Weeks Woodland Association, and that 
organization is requesting the help of CB 11 in arranging a meeting with representatives from the City 
Agencies, DOT, DEP and DOB to determine what these agencies know with regard to the current 
status of the expansion of St. Mary’s Hospital.  
 
 



5 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
248-25 Northern Blvd – DiMaria’s Pizza 
An application filed with the Department of Consumer Affairs for an unenclosed sidewalk café.   
The attorney for the applicant, Jessica Loeser, presented the plan to open a sidewalk café on 249th 
Street with 15 tables 25 chairs. There is an 8-foot clearance from the sidewalk.  There will be an 
awning with lights. Pictures and blueprints were passed around the room.  There will be no disposable 
paper plates or cups used.  There is sufficient parking in the Plaza lot.  The Department of Consumer 
Affairs requirements have been met.   
 
GENERAL PUBLIC REGISTERED SPEAKERS 

1. Bob Nobile said that his concerns are noise, parking, hours of operation and safety issues 
since the sidewalk is cracked and broken and needs repair.  This would be the first outdoor 
café in Little Neck on a residential street.  The first home is 15 feet from the back of the 
restaurant where the outdoor café will be.  The rest of the block is single-family homes. 
Parking is not adequate.  The pizzeria is at the end of a small mall that has about 20 
businesses now and 1/3 of the underground parking has been blocked off by the owner in 
violation of the    C of O.  The noise level cannot be controlled.  The sliding side doors and 
outdoor lighting were installed before they made the application for the outdoor restaurant. 
He requested that CB 11 vote against the application for a sidewalk café.   

2. Mr. Singleton reported as a home owner and resident of 249th Street, he feels the outside café 
will interfere with his quality of family life.  The noise from the outside café will interfere 
with his enjoyment of his home especially during the summer months when home owners 
like using their yards and being outside.  The lack of adequate parking will affect local 
residents.   He requested CB 11 to vote no on the application.   

 
Discussion and questions continued including requests for information about parking spots available, 
hours of operation and the possibility that the underground parking entrance would interfere with the 
café. The attorney stated that the Dept. of Consumer Affairs regulates the area they can operate and 
that they are required to provide a 3 foot serving area between each table, that they have an 8 foot 
clearance between the sidewalk café and the curb.  
 
Alan Palzer and Joan Garippa presented the Committee report. The Little Neck Zoning Committee 
and the Public Relations/Consumers Affairs Committee held a joint meeting to hear the proposal by 
the applicant. Airamid Limited Liability Corporation, D.B.A. DiMaria’s Brick Oven Pizza and 
Kitchen, applied for permission for a sidewalk café license renewal every 2 years, with revocable 
consent to use public space.  Mr. Palzer explained that the final permit decision is based on the City 
Council vote.  DCA determines the permits approval on the basis of the applicant meeting all the 
legal reviews, regardless of the CB 11’s recommendation.  However, if the applicant makes an 
agreement with CB 11 and its Council Member agrees to it, DCA can hold the applicant to it. A 
motion was made to approve the application for the unenclosed sidewalk café with the conditions as 
follows:   
1.  Ceramic plates and cups to be used, no paper to be used in the outside café and trash                 
receptacles would be placed at either end of the area.   
2.  The hours of operation to be 11 AM to 9 PM, Monday through Sunday.   
3.  Trash be cleaned up, swept and hosed down daily. 
4.  A removable barrier is to be placed between the sidewalk and the tables.   
Mr. Palzer explained that the Committee voted on a motion to approve the application as originally 
submitted and it was not approved.  A motion was then made to approve the application but with 
conditions.  This motion was approved by the Committee.   The motion was made to the full Board 
followed by a discussion. The motion did not carry.   There were  three in favor (Fiorino, Newman, 
Keit)  and 39 opposed (Basom, Bind, Braunstein, Bruno, Colasante, Doster, Euler, Ferrari, Fried, 
Garippa, Giusetti, Haber, Haider, Halili, Hellmann, Iannece, James, Jethwani, Karahalis, Kenny, Kim, 
Lloyd, Macinick, Meara, McEneaney, Meer, Miller, Mimoni, Novick, Palzer, Rothman, Scherer, 
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Sekdorian, Skala, Smith, Sollano, Speranza, Thermos, Tong) and two abstentions (Pivawer, 
Yagudaev). 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
The Education Committee Report was given by Laura James.  She discussed the restriction of PS 130 
to District 26 children and read the resolution requesting the return of PS 130 to District 26. East 
Bayside Homeowners Association and the Auburndale Improvement Association passed similar 
Resolutions. Discussion followed.  The suggestion was made to make the Bayside and Auburndale 
Resolutions part of the “whereas” clauses.   This was agreed to.  There was a motion to approve the 
Resolution and it was seconded. The motion carried unanimously.    
 
The Health Committee Report was given by Eileen Miller. She discussed the following: 

1. CB 7’s Resolution to remove tobacco advertisements targeted to children.   
2. Protocol for ambulances taking patients to a hospital of their choice in non life threatening 

cases, rather than going to the nearest hospital.  
3. Advisory Board of the NY Hospital of Queens is looking for new members and they have 

scheduled several health related community outreach events.  
4. National Children’s study is recruiting 1,250 pregnant women over 5 years for a study 

looking for causes for obesity and autism.   
 
The Transportation Committee Report was given by Bernard Haber, Committee Chair. 
Mr. Haber discussed a survey done by the DOT resulting in approval of a one-way street for 216 
Street between Northern Blvd. and 46 Ave. The residents wanted it and, therefore, the committee 
supported the proposal. Other streets that are being considered for one way conversions are 207th 
Street between 47th and 48th  Avenues and 211th  Street between Northern Blvd. and 47th Avenue. The 
Board is surveying residents.  Steve Newman brought to the committee attention a LIRR publication 
providing information about 12 lines listing the average cost per passenger.  In comparison to the Port 
Washington line, the other lines cost double or more per rider.  He recommended that CB 11 write a 
letter to LIRR requesting that any fare increase reflect the lower cost of running the Port Washington 
Line. Steve Newman mentioned that No Parking signs were requested for Sandhill Road and he 
thought that there is no problem having cars park there. Susan Seinfeld stated that a letter was 
received by the office that DOT will not install signs there because it is a private road.   
 
An Executive Session of the Board was convened to discuss staff and salaries.  A motion to adjourn 
the meeting was made at 10:10 PM and it was seconded.       

 
 
 
 


