
 

      sanitation 
 
Department of Sanitation Begins Enforcing New Collection Bins Law Tomorrow, March 14 
 
New laws allowing the Department of Sanitation to immediately remove illegally placed clothing 
collection bins on public property take effect tomorrow, March 14. Past regulations required the 
Department to tag the bin for removal within 30 days which allowed owners to move them from 
place to place within the grace period.  
 
The new rules were introduced to combat the increase in the illegal placement of collection bins 
on public property throughout the City. Local Law 67 of 2014 of the Administrative Code of the 
City of New York was passed authorizing the Department to regulate these types of collection 
bins, which includes clothing collection bins. The new code prohibits the placement of collection 
bins on City property, or property maintained by the City, or on any public sidewalk or roadway.  
 
Bins are allowed on private property if the property owner grants written permission. The new 
rules also require all owners of collection bins placed on private property to register with the 
Department, submit an annual report, and maintain the bin in a clean and neat condition.  
 

• In Fiscal Year 2013, the Department tagged 593 bins for removal.  
• In Fiscal Year 2014, the Department tagged 2093 bins for removal.  
• In Fiscal Year 2015 (thru early-February), the Department tagged 1545 bins for removal.  

 
When DSNY removes a collection bin from public property, the Department notifies the owner 
and allows the owner 30 days to redeem the bin. The owner may be responsible for storage 
charges, removal charges and civil penalties. If the bin is not redeemed, DSNY will correctly 
dispose of the bin and its material.  
 
More information on the regulations may be found here: 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcas/downloads/pdf/cityrecord/cityrecord-12-19-14.pdf  
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