
Brownfield Incentive Grant (BIG)
Program Webinar

How to Successfully Complete Grant 
Applications

June 1, 2011

1:30pm‐3:00pm EST1:30pm 3:00pm EST



Agenda

• BIG Overview: Objective, Grant Types, Process – Daniel Walsh, OER

• Leverage BIG Program Resources – Daniel Walsh, OER

• Apply for Funds ‐ Leah Yasenchak BRSApply for Funds  Leah Yasenchak, BRS

• Become a BIG Program Qualified Vendor (QV) ‐ Leah Yasenchak, BRS

• Q&A

2



Objective: Flexible grants to fund a broad range of Brownfield activities in NYC
BIG Overview: Grant Types

Pre‐Development Design
Environmental InvestigationGrant Types
Pre‐Enrollment Technical Assistance
Environmental Cleanup
Environmental Insurance
Track 1 Bonus Cleanup
BOA Strategic Property Cleanup
Hazardous Materials E‐Designation or Restrictive 
Declaration Remediation
BOA Application Technical Assistance
BOA Local Match
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Program designed for streamlined application and prompt payout



BIG Overview: Process Grantee Hires a Qualified Vendor

Grantee Submits:

Qualified Vendor Performs Work• Streamlined Process

• Simplified Grantee Role
Grantee Submits: 
• Application & Certification
• Invoices for Eligible Services
• Documentation for Work 
performed

• Prompt Payment

performed
• Project Questionnaire
• Signed Grant Agreement
•Proof of Insurance

Payment of Grant Funding

BRS Executes Grant Agreement
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Payment of Grant Funding
to Grantee



Leveraging BIG: Grant Award Limits
Pre-Enrollment Grants Enrollment Grants

Pre‐Development Design                                  
up to $5 ‐10K

Environmental Investigation Grant                       

Pre-Enrollment Grants

Environmental Cleanup & Insurance Grants                 
up to $60‐100K

Track‐1 Bonus Cleanup Grant

Enrollment Grants

up to $10 ‐25K

Pre‐Enrollment Technical Assistance Grant                           
up to $5K

BOA Strategic Property Grant                                               
up to $10K

Track 1 Bonus Cleanup Grant                      
up to $25K

Special Grants

BOA Local Match Grant                                     
10% up to $25K

BOA Application Technical Assistance Grant             
up to $10K
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Hazardous Materials E‐Designation or 
Restrictive Declaration Grant                                     

up to $5K



BIG Program Grant Types

ENVIRONMENTAL

INVESTIGATION GRANTS

PRE‐DEVELOPMENT

DESIGN GRANTS

CLEANUP GRANTS

o Geophysical Survey

o Soil Borings

o Soil Sampling

o Monitoring Well 
Installation

o Phase I 
Environmental Site 
Assessments

o Title Insurance

o Title Search

o Market Analysis

o Soil Removal

o Fill Removal

o Cement Paving

o Asphalt Paving

o Top Soil

o Clean Fill/Gravelo Groundwater 
Sampling

o Vapor Probe 
Installation

o Vapor Sampling

o Phase II Work Plans  
R t

o Market Analysis

o Conceptual Plans

o Pro‐Formas

o Zoning Analyses

o Site Survey

o Community Outreach

o Clean Fill/Gravel

o Post‐Excavation   
Sampling

o Remedial Action 
Work Plans

o IDW Disposal

Reports

o Remedial 
Investigation Work 
Plans and Reports

*a project must be 
enrolled in the NYC BCP to 

receive a Cleanup Grant
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BIG Program Grant Amounts
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Brownfield 
Timeline



BIG Program Grant Amounts
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BIG Program Grant Amounts
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BIG Program Grant Amounts 
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Apply For Funds: Application Logistics
• Go to BIG Website: http://www nyc gov/BIG to find all

Find 
Applications

• Go to BIG Website: http://www.nyc.gov/BIG to find all 
applications including additional application instructions

• Email Grants@nycBIG.info and request a copy

Get Support
• Call us at (212) 380‐1562 

• Email us at Grants@nycBIG.info
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Apply for Funds: Applicant Information
Fi /O i iFirm/Organization 
Information
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Apply for Funds: Property Information
Block & Lot informationBlock & Lot information
Grants previously received for 
target project
Project QuestionnaireProject Questionnaire 
(supporting documentation)
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Apply for Funds: Project Information
E ll i NYC BCPEnrollment in NYC BCP
OER‐approved Remedial 
Action Workplan
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Apply for Funds: Grant Award limits 

Preferred Community 

Development Projects

15



Apply for Funds: Grant Award limits 

Track One

BOA Compliant and Strategic 

Brownfield PropertyBrownfield Property

Not‐for‐Profit Technical 

AssistanceAssistance
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Apply for Funds: Eligible Activities
[Qualified Vendor name Company Letterhead] 

[Company Address]

Invoices
[Company Address]

[Date] 

  

[BIG Applicant representative name] 

[BIG Applicant organization name] 

[BIG Applicant organization address] 

 

Dear [BIG Applicant organization representative],[ pp g p ],

[Qualified Vendor company name] provided the following services to [BIG Applicant 
Organization/Name] to support the redevelopment of the property at [property address, Block and 
Lot(s)]: 

Invoice Item (Activity)  Unit Reimbursable Allowance No. of Units Cost

Type of activity  ton $XX/ton $XXX

Type of activity  sample $XX/sample $XXX

Type of activity  day $XX/day $XXX

Total  $XXX

 

Invoice Item (Service)  Rate Hours Cost

Type of services/consultation  $71.25/hr $XXX

Type of services/consultation  $71.25/hr $XXX

Total  $XXX

 

Sincere regards,Sincere regards, 

[Signature: Qualified Vendor Qualified Environmental Professional] 

[Type: Qualified Vendor Qualified Environmental Professional] 

Minimum Performance Standard
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Minimum Performance Standard 

Documentation



Apply for Funds: Invoice Certification
Signed original must beSigned original must be 
submitted in hard copy
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Apply for Funds: Application Certification
Signed original must beSigned original must be 
submitted in hard copy
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Apply for Funds: Grant Agreement Signatory Page
Si d i i l bSigned original must be 
submitted in hard copy
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• If you prepare reports:

Insurance Requirements
• If you prepare reports:

o Professional Liability (PL) ‐‐ $1m/claim, no 
additional insured

• If conduct invasive work:
o site specific Commercial General Liability (CGL)o site‐specific Commercial General Liability (CGL) 
w/ NYC, EDC, BRS  as additional insureds

o Employer’s liability
o Disability benefits
o Unemployment; and 
o If vehicle Business Automobile Liability ofo If vehicle, Business Automobile Liability of 
$1M/accident
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Insurance Requirements

• If QV performs invasive work, hiring subs for 
such invasive work, subs must be covered by 
site specific CGL policy listing NYC EDC BRS assite‐specific CGL policy, listing NYC, EDC, BRS as 
additional insured. 

o If you hire a driller, CGL +

o If you only prepare a Phase II, PL 
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Apply For Funds: Application Logistics

Applications and instructions available at http://www.nyc.gov/BIG

Email electronic applications to Grants@nycBIG.info

Send documents requiring hard copies to

Brownfield Incentive Grant (BIG) Program
739 Stokes Road, Units A & B

M df d NJ 08055Medford, NJ 08055
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Application Review and 
Approval Process

Applicant submits application

BRS f l t iApproval Process

BRS requests additional information

BRS performs completeness review, 
technical review, and eligibility review

Applications must be 
BRS requests additional information 

if necessary

BRS recommends 

complete prior to initiation of 

technical & eligibility reviews
approval/disapproval to OER

Signed grant agreement must 

be submitted in hard copy
BRS receives grant agreement and 

insurance documentation

OER reviews and makes final decision
Non‐competitive process

Subject to funds availability
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Payment of Grant Funding
to Grantee

j y



Find a Qualified Vendor (QV)

All services must be 

performed by a 

Qualified Vendor (QV)

Grantees cannot be QVs 

on own grants

Current Qualified Vendor list available: BRS Website http://www.nycbrownfield.com
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Current Qualified Vendor list available: BRS Website http://www.nycbrownfield.com
or email Grants@nycBIG.info and request a copy



Become a Qualified Vendor (QV)
Fill in applicant information

To qualify, firms must:

Meet minimum qualifications
f

Fill in applicant information

Select qualified activities & services

Agree to terms of program
Indemnify the city and grant 
administrator (signed hard 

Certify the application *Provide QEP credentials and PL Specimen

copy) and provide insurance; 
or request waiver from OER
Certify application (signed 

Certify the application

Execute Indemnification Agreement

hard copy)
Submit application
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Becoming a QV enables your clients to receive grants for the environmental work you 
perform at their sites



Q&A

27



Thank you…

Questions?

On becoming a Qualified Vendor
Contact: Grant Administrator

Leah Yasenchak, BRS
(212) 380 1562

On NYC OER BIG Program
Contact: OER
Josslyn Shapiro
(212) 341‐3704(212) 380‐1562

leah@nycbrownfield.com
(212) 341‐3704

josslyns@dep.nyc.gov

Or email us at:
grants@nycbig.infogrants@nycbig.info
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