Study for Post-Disaster Housing

Division/Unit: OEM Employee to Supervise Project:

A joint project between Planning and GIS Thaddeus Pawlowski

How many interns: Education Level:

3 Graduate Level Architects, Planners, Landscape
Architects, or Urban Designers

Background on Project:

On an unseasonably hot September evening at a high tide, a storm runs on a northwest track in the Atlantic Ocean
toward the New York Bight. 600,000 New Yorkers have taken shelter in public schools throughout the city.
IAnother 1.7 million are evacuating upstate and into Pennsylvania, joining a massive exodus. Storm surge as high
as 30 feet fills the lower bay, inundating the Rockaways, Coney Island and southern Staten Island. It slams into the
bay and fill the streets of lower Manhattan with 23 feet of saltwater. Winds with forces exceeding 3,000 Ibs per
square foot rip chunks of brick and glass off the cavernous walls of the financial district. By days end, hundreds
who refused evacuation are dead. Millions are evacuated; hundreds of thousands have no place to live.

Interns will contribute to an urban design study that will serve as the brief for an international design competition.
The study will outline the challenges posed by planning temporary relief housing in urban areas.

Most tested models of emergency housing have been for less dense areas. Hotels, surplus housing, trailer parks
and manufactured homes may not be sufficient to house populations displaced from the scale of disaster that could
affect this region. These solutions have not been tailored to our unique urban condition. Complicating factors
include the unusually high concentration of population, infrastructure, and resources into a geographically limited
area, the scarcity of affordable vacant housing and developable land, and the complexity and uniqueness of the
City's real estate market. The City is expected to grow at an increasing rate as infrastructure continues to age, the
availability of housing continues to shrink, and the probability of a coastal storm increases.

Description of Project/ Intern Responsibilities:

®  This project will last the length of one semester during which time the study will be written,
revised, and published via the web for purposes of the competition.

® Interns will assist in research areas including: damage and displacement projections, analysis of
New York’s City’s housing market, regulatory environment, and precedents for temporary
housing.

® Interns will document research, produce maps and diagrams, and prepare a web site.

Requirements/special skills needed:

® Secking students who are in their last or next to last year of a professional degree in architecture,
urban design, landscape architecture, or city planning.

e Students should have extensive research experience, especially in the application of research to
design problems. GIS skills will also be useful. Some web design skills are preferred.

e Students must commit to at least 20 hours a week for 9 weeks.

To apply please send your résumé and cover letter to internships@oem.nyc.gov by February 16,2007. Be
sure to put the internship title in the subject line of the e-mail.




